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~BILL 
-~--- ---·---------

No.e?..2.o 
INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE A COUNTY 

CLERK AND RECORDER TO REFUSE TO RECEIVE AND RECORD AN 

ILLEGiblE DOCUMENT; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-4-2617• 7-4-2618• 

ANO 7-4-2623t ~CAe" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2617, MCA, is amended ·to read: 

•7-4-2617. P~ocedure to record documents. (1) When any 

instrument9 papert or notice authorized by law to be 

recorded is deposited for record in the office of the county 

clerk, as ex officio recorder, ana accompanied by the 

required feet he must endorse upon the same the time it was 

received, noting the year, month, day9 hour, and minute of 

its ~eception, and the reception of the instrument must b~ 

im~ediat~ly entered in the county clerk and recorder•s 

reception book .eXk.iUlL~~~~· 

(2) The county clerk must record said instrument 

without delay. to~ether with the acknowl edga1ent• proofs,. and 

certificates written upon or annexed tc the same and with 

the plats9 surveys, schedule, and other pap~rs thereto 

annex~d9 in the order and as of the ti~.1e when the same was 

receiv~d for record and must note at the foot of the recoru 
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the exact time of its reception. 

(3) The county clerk must also endorse upon each 

instrument,. paper,. or notice the time when and the book and 

pages in which it is recorded and must thereafter deliver 

it, upon request,. to the party leaving the same for record 

or to his order." 

Section z. Section 7-4-2618, MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-4-2618. Addresses required to record certain 

documents. Lli The county clerk shall not receive for 

recording any deed,. mortqage, or assignment of mortgage 

unless the ~e~~-eff+ee kUL£~ _ _mai1LnQ address of the 

grantee, mortgagee, or assignee of the mortgagee, as the 

case may bet is contained therein. This requirement shall 

not affect the validity of the record of any instrument 

which has been or may be recorded. 

.lZL...lill:-~llnU--llli:LL~~!I~-IIiU£- j n h j s 

g1~~~eti2~-Lefuse to cece~Lg£ recording any _instrumen~ 

l!iUHILL.....!IL....IW.t.i~-_a.u:tbar i Zed ll¥.-l.alt.J..Q....ba....tll.l:.QJ:.IIW!_j;j]jij;_l.:;. 

il~ j blli: • .Un.tli:ll.tD!I.Utill.ha...llL......UDCeadabl e .iD_ ... iUIJ!-lllil~ 

.uill:tis;.ul..aLL.......l!lllm-uf.Uu!UI-t2-r ec e i ye .aiL..ioli:tLUmeDL.liiCJils;ls. 

aLl~i.bil i:tv or LJl.all.al!.ililv.t.J.~.uou...kli:LLaug __ .r_e~ 

llllli:t_.:i:tat.ll-lil:th..ililU.iS:IILu:.i.U-:t.h!l.....tli:il~DLi!!r:...!ill.!;b...J:li:ill..:ia1.a. 

Ibli:-.t~.u~.al-1Q~lye any sucb...i~.t.u~t-dOli:L....IW.t affes;t 

:tbli:--X~idl:t¥-_gf_tbli:_.[li:!;Q~{_.an~tLUmli:o:t_:th.a~-~ 

.tlls;QJ:illi:d .. • 
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Section 7-4-2623, MCA• is amended to read: 

liability of clerk relating to duties as 

recorder. A county clerk is liable to the party aggrievEd 

for three times the amount of the damages which may be 

5 occasioned thereby and Is punishable as provided in this 

6 code If the coun_ty clerk., as ex officio recorder to whom an 

7 instrument., proved or. acknowledged according to taw., or any 

8 paper or notice which may be recorded by law is delivered 

9 for record: 

10 (1) neglects or refuses to record, atbec than go 

11 ~ed grgunds·Bs prgyided in 1-\-2614£ such Instrument, 

12 paper, or not~~e within reasonable time after receiving the 

13 same; 

14 

15 

(2) 

untruly 

records any instru•ents, papers, 

or in any other manner than as 

or notices 

hereinbefore 

l& directed; 

17 (3) neglects or refuses to keep in his office such 

18 indexes as are required by this part or to •ake the proper 

19 

lO 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

entries thereinl 

(~} neglects or refuses to. make the searches and to 

give the certlffcates required by this part or if such 

searches or certJficates are incomplete 

such incompleteness or defect is 

responsibility particularly affecting 

respect to which It is requested; 

-3-

or 

due 

the 

defective when 

to his direct 

property in 
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(5) alters• changes, or obliterates any records 

deposited in his office or inserts any new matter 

-End-

-4-

th-erein•" 
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 
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INTRODUCED BY *"'" 
No.~?o 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE A COUNTY 

CLERK AND RECORDER TO REFUSE TO RECEIVE AND RECORD AN 

ILLEGIBLE DOCUMENT; AMENDING SECTIONS 1-lt-2611• 7-4-2618• 

AND 1-4-2623• HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-4-2617, MCAt is amended to read: 

•7-4-2617. Procedure to record docusents. (l) When any 

instrument, paper, or notice authorized by law to be 

recorded is deposited for record in the office of the county 

clerk 9 as ex officio recorder, and accompanied by the 

required fee, he must endorse upon the same the time it was 

received, notin9 the year, month, day• hour, and minute of 

its reception, and the reception of the instrument must be 

immediately entered in the county clerk and recorder's 

reception book ~~~~ded jn 7-2~· 

(2) The county clerk must record said instrument 

without delay, together with the acknowledgment• proofs, and 

certificates written upon or annexed to the same and with 

the plats, surveys, schedule, and other pap~rs thereto 

ann~x~dt in the order and as of the time when the same was 

received for recora dOd must note at the foot of the record 
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the exact time of its reception. 

(3) The county clerk must also endorse upon each 

instrument, paper, or notice the time when and the book and 

pages in which it is recorded and must thereafter deliver 

it, upon request, to the party leaving the same for re~ord 

or to his order.• 

Section 2. Section 7-4-2618• MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-4-2618. Addresses required to record certain 

documents. Lll The county clerk shall not receive for 

recording any deed, mortgage• or assignment of mortgage 

unless the pe~-GfT+ee kUC£~~iling address of the 

grantee, mortgagee, or assignee of the mortgagee, as the 

case may be, Is contained therein. This requirement shall 

not affect the validity of the record of any instrument 

which has been or may be recorded. 

LZl--Ib.e-~~~.t.L-awL_=.u!e.c _ _.illf-L- i 0 b is 

di.K.Ct:.tjoo, refu_se to recejye fJu:-t.~tmr.dl.o~ jnstrumeot, 

paper• oc ootik~-illltJlarjzed bL1snf to bg recgufe.d~.a..L.is 

il~~lll:eil.tJH1uc I bl e• gc__uw;eadabl e iD-..-iillllt-lll<li&J:.Ltl 

QJI.Cj;.iS:uLiu_..IUlluL.c.eL.uU!:tg tg res:ej ye a!L.iuUrulllf!nt f2l:_Lik£ 

oLl~liljJ i ty or u.alliU!ll i ty, the S:O.U.~-kl.i:.tiL.amL recorder: 

lllJ.I.U_,U.atJil_wi th part I s;u Lu..ih-~.a.:i.DilL!PL-JiJU;b-J:..I:.fy.:;ah 

Ib>:-Ulfllliill-to..~>:i:tl:-iiD.lL-~ILlllllr::llllllUILmul.:i_ n pt affect 

tll\L-lt.al i di t¥ -2L1W::..ces;ord of aQJLlDJi:t.J:liJD.I:n1-1b.aLllu~ 

.t!IS:llu:le!l.• 
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Section 3. Section 7-~-2623, MCAt is amended to read: 

•7-~-2623. liability of clerk relating to duties as 

recorder. A county clerk is liable to the party aggrieved 

for three times the amount 

occasioned thereby and 

of the damages which •ay be 

is punishable as provided in this 

6 code If ·the county clerk., as ex officio recorder to vho• an 

7 instrument, proved or acknowledged according to law., or any 

8 paper or notice which may be recorded by law is delivered 

9 for record: 

10 (1) neglects or refuses to record, other than on 

11 ~ed qrguods as proylded In 1-4-2618, such Instrument, 

12 paper, or notice within reasonable time after receiving the 

13 SBIDel 

14 

15 

(2) 

untruly 

16 directed; 

records any instru•ents., papers, 

or in any other •anner than as 

or notices 

hereinbefore 

17 (3) neglects or refuses to keep in his office such 

18 indexes as are required by this part or to •ake the proper 

19 entries therein; 

20 (4) neglects or refuses to- make the searches and to 

21 qlve the certificates required by this part or if such 

zz searches or certificates are incomplete or defective when 

23 

2't 

such incompleteness or 

responsibility particularly 

defect is 

affecting 

25 respect to which It is requested; 

-3-

due to his direct 

the property In 

1 

2 
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(5) alters, changes, or obliterates any records 

deposited In hfs office or inserts any new matter 

-End-

-4-

therein•" 


