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~4f,. BILL NO • .,2.J~ 
INTRODUCED 3Y P• -- --~~J.. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REDUCE THE 

POPULATION PREREQUISITE FOR MUNICIPAL INCOPPORATION; 

6 A/1ENOINC SECTION 7-2-4103• HCA; AND PROVIDING AN IM~fOIATE 

7 EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

J 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 7-2-4103• MCA• is amended to read: 

11 •7-2-4103· Prerequisites to organization of' 

12 municipality. No municipal corporation may be formed unless: 

13 Cl) the nu~ber of Inhabitants is 369 zan or upwards; 

14 and 

15 12) the boundary of the proposed territory to be 

16 incorporated is more than 3 miles from the boundaryt 

17 measured from the nearest point between the two• of any 

15 presently incorporated city or town or there is presented to 

19 the board appropriate evidence that any presently 

20 incorporated city or town within 3 miles which legally could 

21 annex has refused to annex the proposed territory." 

22 s~ction 2. Effective date. This act is effective on 

23 passage and approval. 

-End-

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
5t ;),56, 
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SENATE 8!LL NO. <56 

Approved by Comm~ 
on Local Government 

INTRO~UCEO BY HAMMOND, ETCHART 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTJTLEU: "AN ACT TU RED.;CE TH~ 

POPULATION PREREQUISITE FOR HUN!Cl PAL lNCORPuRAT 10•<; 

AMENtHNG !;E~fHIN 1!E:£l!Q!'!LI::f.::!!!QL~t:!Q 7-<-411J3, MC.A; A••D 

PROVJO!NG AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAT< JF MUNTANA: 

~££llO~-~--SE£!lU!'! __ l::~::!!l~-~~~_!i_~~!'!QEQ_lQ_~~~O: 

"7-2-4101. Petlt.i.on to or-gani..t:e ID.Jnici?alities. (1) 

Whenever the inhabitdnts of dny part of a county desire to 

be or~anized into a city or town. they may apply by petition 

10 writing. siyned oy not less than two-thirds of the 

registered electors but not more than 30U such electors. who 

are re~idents of the state and res1d1ng within the limits of 

the proposed incol"pol"ation, to the boa~d of county 

Lomm1ssiun~r~ of the county in which the territory lS 

situdted. 

(l) (a) The p~tttion must descrioe the ltmits of the 

21 proposed city or to'JIIn and of the several wards thereof, each 

22 of which shall contain i59 2Q or more registered electors 

Z3 and must not e~ceeo l squa~e m1le for each 500 inhdbttdnts 

£4 resident therein. 

25 (b) The petitioners must anne~ to the petition d mdp 

SB 02~6/0Z 

of the proposed territory to be tncorpo ... ated and state the 

2 name of the city or town. 

3 (3) The petition and map must be filed in the office 

4 of the election administrator." 

~ Section 2. Section 7-2-4103 9 MCA• is amendeo to read: 

6 "7-2-4103. Prerequ1s1t~s to organilation of 

7 municip~l ity. No mun1C1pal corporation may be formed unless: 

8 (1) the numoer of inhabitants is 366 lQQ or upwards; 

9 and 

lO (2) the ooundary of the pi"Oposed territory to oe 

11 !OCOI"pol"ut~d IS more than 3 miles from the boundary. 

12 measured from the nearest point between th~ two. of any 

13 presently 1ncorpol"ated city or town or there is presented to 

14 <he board appropr idte evidence that any presently 

15 incorporated city Ol" town within 3 miles which legdlly could 

16 annex has refused to annex the proposed tel"ritory." 

11 Section 3. Et-f~ctive date. This act is effective on 

18 passage and app~ov~l. 

-End-

-2- SB 2 >6 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
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SENATE BilL NO. 256 

INTRODUCED BY HAMMOND, ETCHART 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TU RtOVCt: THE 

POPUlATION PREREQUISITE FOR MUNICIPAl INCORPORATION; 

AMENlliNG <;EHftlN :if£!IUI\!:L1=£=41QL~~ 7-2-41~3, M~A; .,,D 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SE£TIO~-~--~f£!101\! __ 1=£=41~-~£~~_!~~~~QEO_!Q_~~~~ 

"7-l-4101. Petition to organize municipalities. (1) 

Whenever the inhabitdnts of any part of a county desire to 

be organi2ed into a city or town, they may apply by petition 

1n writing, signed uy not less than two-thirds of the 

registered ele~tors but not more than 300 such electors• who 

are residents of the state and residing within the limits of 

the proposed incorporation. to the board of county 

commLssiuners of the county in which the territory tS 

situated. 

(2) (al The petition must describe the limits of the 

21 proposed city or town and of the several wards thereof. each 

22 of which shall contain +§9 ~Q or More registered electors 

23 and must not exceed l square mile for each 500 inhabitants 

24 resident therein. 

l5 (b) The petitioners must annex to the petition a map 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

q 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

SB 0256/02 

of the proposed territory to be tncorporated and state ~he 

name of the city or town. 

(3} The petition and map must be filed in the office 

of the election ad•inistrator." 

Section 2. Section 7-2-4103, HCA, is dmended to r~ad: 

"7-L-4103. Prerequisites to organization of 

municipality. No municipal corpora~ion may be formed untess: 

(1) the number of inhabitants ts 3ee lQQ or upwards; 

dnd 

(2) the boundary of the proposed territory LO be 

incorpordted 1s more than 3 miles fro• the boundary• 

measured from the nearest point between th~ two, of any 

presently incorporated city or town or there is presented to 

the board appropriate evidence that any pre~ently 

incorporated city or town withjn 3 miles which legdlly could 

annex has refused to annex the proposed territory." 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approvdl. 

-End-

-l- SB 256 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 



47th legislature SB 0256/03 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1Z 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

l1 

Zl 

SENATE BILL NO. 256 

INTRODUCED BY HAMMOND• ETCHART 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AE~~ CHANGE THE 

POPULATION PREREQUISITE FOR MUNICIPAL INCORPORATION; 

AMENDING 5EE~fSN SEC!IDNS l=l-4101 AND 7-2-4103, MCA; AND 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SECTION 1. SECTION 7-2-4101t MCA, IS AMENDED TO READ: 

•7-Z-~101· Pe~ition to organize municipalities. (1) 

Whenever the inhabitants of any pa~t of a county desire to 

be organized into a city or town. they •ay apply by petition 

1n writing. signed by not less than two-thirds of the 

registered electors but not eore than JOU such electors• who 

are resident$ of the state and residing within the limits of 

the proposed incorporation, to the board of county 

co.missioner~ of the county in which the territory is 

situated. 

(2) {a) The petition •ust describe the li•its of the 

proposed city or town and of the seve~aJ wards thereof. each 

of which shall contain +§9 50 or more registered electors 

23 and mu~t not exceed L square mile for each ~00 inhabitants 

24 resident therein. 

25 (b) The petitioner~ •ust annex to the petition a •ap 
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SB Ol56/03 

of the proposed territory to be incorporated and state the 

naMe of the ci~y or town. 

(3) The petition and •ap •ust be 'filed in the office 

of the election administrator.• 

Section 2. Section 7-2-4103t HCA, is amended to ~ead: 

•7-2-4103. Prerequisites to organization of 

municipality. No nunicipal corporation •ay be for~ed unless: 

(lJ 1!1 the number of inhabitants is ~86 ~ee JQQ or 

upwards; Q8 

ffi _ _!!:!Lf.QMMIJ!':!!!:LWAS_A TOWNSITE_QWNEO ANIJ BUll T !lY 

THE __ u.s_,_ _ _!!QYE~~ME~!-~RIOR_!Q__L!!!E EFFECT!YLDATE_QE THIS 

ACTJ.i and 

f2J the boundary of the proposed territory to be 

incorporated is •ore than 3 ~iles fro• the boundary• 

measured from the nearest point bet~een the twot of any 

presentty incorporated city or town or there is presented to 

the board dppropr iate evidence that any presently 

incorpoTated city or town within 3 ~iles which legally could 

annea has refused to annex the proposed territory.• 

Sectton 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-

-2- SB l56 

K E F E R E N C E B I L L 



II ou...se 
Local Government Committee 
March 14, 1981 
Amend Senate Bill 256, 

1. Title, line 4. 
Following: "ACT TO" 
Strike: "REDUCE" 
Insert: "CHANGE" 

2. Page 2, line 8. 
Following: "(1)" 
·Insert: " ( a) " 
Following: •aee• 
Strike: "200" 
Insert: "300" 
Following: "upwards1" 
Insert: "or" 

3. Page 2. 
Following: line 8 
Insert: "(b) the community was a townsite owned and built by the 

u.s. Government prior to [the effective date of this act]:" 

\ 


