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1 BILL NO.‘fZé;E; . 1 received pursuant to 13-27-312 and make 3 final decision as
2 INTRODUCED BY M 2 to the approval or rejection of the form of the petition.
3 ./ The secretary of state shall send written notice to the
% A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT 7O REQUIRE THAT THE 4 person who submitted the petition sheet of the approval

5 LEGISLATIVE COUNCILs RATHER THAN THE ATTGRNEY GENERALe 5 within 28 days after submisslon of the petition sheete The

[ PREPARE SALLOT ISSUE STATEMENTS OF EXPLANATIGN AND OF & secretary of state shall send written notice if the petition

7 IMPLICATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 13~27-202 13-27-311y 7 has been rejected together with reasons for rejection within

8 13-2T7-3129 13-27-315, AND 13-2T7~3169s MCA™ 8 14 days after submission of the petition sheet.%

9 9 Section 2. Section 13-27-311y MCAy i5 amended to reads:
10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 10 ®313-27~311le Publication of proposed constitutional
11 Section 1« Sectlion 13-27-202y MCA, is amended to read: 11 amendments. (1) If a proposecd constitﬁtionaT amendment or
i2 ®13-27-202. Approval of form required. (1) Before a 1z amendments are submitted to the peopley the secretary of
13 petition may be circulated for signaturess a sample sheet 13 state shall have +the proposed amendment or amendments
i4 must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in 14 pubtished In full twice each month for 2 months previous to
15 which it will be circulateds The sample petition may not be 15 the election at which they are to be voted upon by the
16 submitted to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior 16 peoplesy in not less than one newspaper of general
17 to the final date for filing the signed petition with the 17 circulation in éach countye
18 secretary of stateas The secretary of state shall refer a 18 {2) The secretary of state way arrange for newspapere
19 copy of the petition shaet to the attorney general for his 19 radios or television publication of proposed constitutional
20 approvals The secretary of state and attorney general must 20 amendments in each countye A summary of the awendment as
21 zach review the petition for sufficiency as to form and 21 provided by the esttormey--generszt Jegislative.. councils as
22 approve or reject the form of the petitions stating the 22 described in 13-27-312 or 13-27-315 would suffice for the
23 reasons for rejections if anye 23 publication required by this section and should be wmade at
25 {2) The secretary of state shall review the comments 24 teast twice each month for 2 months previous to the
25 and statements of the sttorney-general Jlegislative _council 25 electione”
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Section 3« Section 13-2T7-312, HCAy is amended to read:

®13-27-312« Review of petition by attormey general --
praparation of statemente (1) Upocn receipt of a petition
from the office of the secretary of state pursuant +to
13-27-2029 the attorney general shall examine the petition
as to forme If the petition form is approvedy the attorney
general shall forward _the_petition to _the legislative
councila The legislative council shall prepare and transmit

ta the secretary of state a concise statement not exceeding
100 wordse This statement shall express a true and impartial
axptanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot issue in
plzine easily understood language« The statement may not be
an argument and may not be written so as to create prejudice
for or against the measures. The statement prepared pursuant
to this subsectiones unless altered by a court under
13-27-316y Is the petition title for the measure <circulated
by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is
placed on the ballot.

{2) At the same time the .statenent of purpose is
prepareds the attorney--generet lggislative council shall
prepare statements of the Implication of a vote for or
against a ballot issuee The statements of implication may be
no more than 25 words each and shall be in simples impartial
Tanguage clearly explaining the meaning of a vote for and a

vote against the Jissue« The statements of implication
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prapared pursuant to this sections unless altered by a court
under 13-2T7-316y are the statements to be used on the
petition and the ballot if the measure is placed on the
ballot. The statements of Ilmplication shall pe placed
beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a
manner similar to the following example:

[:] FOR extending the right to vote to persons 13 years

of age
[:] AGAINST extending the right to vote +to persons 14
years of age

{3) If the petition is rejected as to formy the
attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary
of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the
attorney generals If the petition is approved as to forms
the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose
and-the-stetenents—of-inp¥iention to the secretary of state
within 2! days after receipt of the petition by the attorney
generatl."

Section 4. Sectlon 13-27-3154 MCAy is amended to read:

*13-2T~315s Statements by ettorney—-generat legisiative
council on Issues referred by legislaturee (1) At the same
time the attorney generaly pursuant to 13-2T7-313y informs
the secretary of state of the approval or rejection of 2

ballot form for an issue proposed by the 1legislaturey the

ettorney--genere}t Jlegislative _council shall forward to the

-y
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secretary of state a2 statemente not exceeding 100 wordsy
expressing a true and impartial explanation of the purpose
cf the measure in plainy easily understood 1languages The
statement wmway not be an argument and may not be written to
create a prejudice for or against the issues The statement
prepared under this sSection is known as the attorfey

genaralss leglslative coungil's explanatory statements

(2) If statements of the implication of a vote for or
against a3 ballot Issue have not been provided by the
legislaturey the sttorney-generst legislative.coungil shali
prepare the statementse Requirements for statements of
implication for ballot issues referred by the Jlegislature
are the same 3s those provided in 13-27-312 for other ballot
Issuess Statements of Implication prepared by the ottormey
genered legislative _cougcil wmust be returned to the
secretary of state no later than the time specified for
approval of the ballot form."™

Section 5. Section 13-27-316s¢ MCAe i5 amended to read:

®13-27-316« Court review of attorney-—-general
legislative council statements. (1) If the proponents of &
ballot measure believe that the statement of purpose or the
statements of implication of a vote formulated by the
attorney-genereat legislatixe.council purswant to 13-27-312
do not satisfy the requirements of 13-27-312y they mayy

within 10 days of receipt of the notice from the secretary
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of state provided for in 13-27-202¢ file an action in the
district court in and for the county of Lewis and Clark
challenging the adequacy of the statepent and requesting the
court to alter the statemente

(2) If the opponents of a ballot measure believe that
the statement of purpose or the statements of implication of
a vote formulated by the ateorney--generat legislative
council pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the
requirements of 13-27-312, they mays within 10 days of the
date of certification to the governor that the completed
petition has been officially fileds file an action in the
district court In and for the county of Lewis and Clark
challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the
court to alter the statemente.

{3) (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of
state and upon the ettorney-generad legislative councils The
action takes p;ecedence over other cases and matters in the
district courte The court shall examine the propesed measure
and the challenged statement and shall as soon as possible
render a decision and certify to the secretary of state a
statement which the court determines will meet the
requirements of 13-27-312.

(b) A statement certified by the court shall be placed
on the petition for circulation and on the official ballote

{4) A copy of the petition in final form must be filed

-~ 5B JII
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in the office of the secretary of state by the proponentss

{5) Any party may appeal the order of the district
court te the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of
appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the
district courtas™

—End~
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Approved by Committee

on State Administration

SENATE BILL NO. 235
INTRODUCED BY GALTs GRAHAMs GOOQOVER 4

KDLSTADs STORYy HAFFEAMAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEDR: ™AN ACT YO REQUIRE THAT THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCILs RATHER THAN THE ATTORNEY GFENERALs
PREPARE BALLOT ISSUE STATEMENTS OF EXPLANAFEGN PURPOSE AND
OF IMPLICATION;G AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-202« 13-27-311s

13-27-312+ 13-27-3154 AND 13-27-316+ MCA "

BE IFT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE GF MONTANA:
Section le Section 13-27-202, MCAs is amended to read:
"13-27-202«. Approval of form requireds (1) Before a

petition may be circulated for signaturess a sample sheet
must be submitted to the secretary of state in the Fform in
which it wil} be circulated. The sample petition may not be
submitted to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior
to the final date for filing the signed petition with the
secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a
copy of the petition sheet to the attorney general for his
approvale The secretary of state and attorney general must
each review the petition for sufficiency as to form and
approve or reject the form of the petitions stating the
reasons far rejections if any.

(2} The secretary of sfate shall review the comments

10
i
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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and statements of the ateermey-generot legislative council

received pursuant to 13-27-312 and make a final decision as
to the approval or rejection of the form of the petitione.
The secretary of state shall send written notice to the
person who submitted the petition sheet of the approva?
within 2B days after submission of the petition sheets. The
secretary of state shall send written notice if the petition
has been rejected together with reasons for rejection within
14 days after submission of the petition sheat."

Section 2. Section L3-27-3t1ly MCAs is amended to read:

®13-27-31i« Publication of proposed constitutional
amendments. (1) [f a proposed constitutional amendment or
amendments are submitted to the peoples the secretary of
state shall have the proposed amendment or amendments
published in full twite each month for 2 wonths previous to
the election at which they are to be voted upan by the
peaplesy in not less than one newspaper of general
circulation in each county.

{2) The secretary of state may arrange for nNewspapers
radios or television publication of proposed constitutional
amendments in each countye A summary of the amendment as

provided by the attorney--gemerat legislative councils as

described in 13-27-312 or 13-27-315s would suffice for the
publication required by this section and should be made at

least twice each month for_ 2 wmonths previous to the

-2~ s8 238
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election.”
Section 3. Section 13-27-3124 MCAs is amended 1o read:
"13-27-312+ Review of petition by attorney general -—-
preparation of statement. (1) Upon receipt of a petition
from the office of the secretary of state pursuant to
13-27-202¢ the attorney general shall examine the petition
as to form. [f the petition form is approveds the attorney

general shall forward _the_ petjtion _to__rhe legislative

councile The legislative council _shall prepare and transmit

to the secretary of state a concise statement not exceeding
100 words. This statement shal} express a true and impartijal
explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot issue §n
plainy  easily understood language. The statement may not be
a3n argument and may not be written so as to create prejudice
for or against the measure. The statement prepared pursuant
to this subsections wunless altered by a court under
13-2T~316y is the petition title for the measure circulated
by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is
placed on the ballot.

{2) At the same time the statement of purpose is

pgeparedy the ettorney-——generat lggislative council shall

prepare statements of the implication of a wvote for or
against a ballot issue. The statements of implication may bde
no mare than 25 words each and shall) be in simple,y impartia)l

language clearly explaining the meaning of a vote for and a
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vote against the issue. The statements of implication
prepared pursuant to this sections unfess altered by a court
unger 13-27-316s are the statements to be used on the
petition and the ballot if the measure is placed on the
ballot. The statements of implication shall  be placed
beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a
manner similar to the following example:

FOR extending the right to vote to persons L8 years

of age

AGAINSY extending the right to vote to pzarsons 18

years of age

{3} If the petition is rejected as to forme the

attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary
of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the
attorney general. If the petition is approved as to forme
the attorney general shall forward the PETITION TOD THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WITHIN 10 DAYS__AFTER RECEIPT__OF _THC

PETITION BY_ THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. THE LEGISLATIYE COUNCIL

SHALL FORWARD THE statement of purpose and-the-stetementy—sf

impitestion to the secretary of state within 2% 11 days
after receipt of the petition by FR{OM the attorney genzral.”
Section 4. Section 13-2T-315, MCA, is amended to read:
"13-27-315. Statements by attorney-genera} legislative
council on issues referred by legislature. (1) At the same

time the attorney generals pursuant to 13-27-3134 informs

— = 38 235
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the secretary of state of the approval or rejection of a
ballot form for an issue proposed by the TJagislatures the

atearney-—generat leqislative council shall forward to the

secretary of state a statements not exceeding 100 wordsy
expressing a true and impartial explanation of the purpose
of the measure in plains easily understood Janguages The
statement may not be an argument and may not be written to
create a prejudice For or against the issues The statement
preparad wunder this Ssection is Kknown as the attorney

generatts legislative council®®s explanatory statement.

{2y If statements of the implication of & vote for or
against a ballot 1ssue have not been provided Ly the

1egislaturey the atterney-gemerat legislative council shall

prepara the statements. Requirements for Sstatements of
imptication for baliot issues referred by the Jlegistature
are the same as those provided in 13-27-312 for other baitot
issues. Statements of implication prepared by the attarney

general leqislative <council must he returned to the

secretary of state no later than the time specified for
approval of the ballot form.™
Section 5« Section 13-27-316s MCAy 1S amended to read:
M13-27-316. Court review of attorney—-—-qenerst

legislative _council statements. {1) If the proponents of a

ballot measure believe that the statement of purpose or the

statements of implication of a vote formulated by the

-5- 58 2315
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attorney-geners} legislative coumcil pursuant to }3-27-312

do not satisfy the requirements of 13-27-312s they mays
within 10 days of receipt of the notice from the secretary
of state provided for in 1l3-27-202s fFile an action in the
district court in and for the county of Lewis and Clark
challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the
court to alter the statemente.

(2) If the opponents of a ballot measure believe that
the statement of purpose or the statements of implication of

2 vote formulated by the atterney--generad legislative

counpcil pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the
requiraments of 13-27-312+ they mayes within 10 days of the
date of certification +to the governor that the completed
petition has been officially fFiledsy file an action in the
district court in and for the county of Lewis and Clark
challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the
court to alter the statementes

(3) {a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of

state and upen the attorney-generat legiglative council. The

actjon takes precedence over other cases and matters in the
district court. The court shall examine the proposed medsure
and the challenged statement and shall as soon as possible
render a decisjon and certify to the secretary of state a
statement which the court determines will meet the

requirements of 13-27-312.

—6— S5E 235
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fb}y A statement certified by the court shall be placed
on the petition for circulation and on the official ballota.

{%) A copy of the petition in final form must be filed
in the office of the secretary of state by the proponentse

{5) Any party may appeal the order of the adistrict
court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of
appeal dithin S days of the date of the order of the
district courte"

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 235
INTROOQUCED BY GALTe GRAHAMs GOUDDVERy

KOLSTADy STORYs HAFFERMAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENFITLED: “aN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCILy RATHER THAN THE ATTORNEY GENERALs
PREPARE BALLOT IS5SUE STATEMENTS OF EXPLANATEON PUAPGSE AND
OF IMPLICATIDN:G AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-202¢ 13-27-31l.

13-27-312y 13-27-315+ AND 13-27-31ay MCAY

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAYE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 13-27-202y MCAy 15 amended to read:
#13-27-202. Approval of form requirede (1} Befare a

petition may be circulated fFor signaturess a sample sheet

must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in‘
which it will be circulated. The sample petition may not be
submitted to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior
to the final date for filing the signed petition with the

secretary of states The secretary of state shall refer 3

copy of the petition sheet to the attorney general for his

approvals The secretary of state asnd attorney general must
each review the petition for sufficiency as to form and
approve of reject the form of the petitions stating the

reasons for rejections if any.

{2} The secretary of state shall review the comments
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and statements of the atrtorney-general legislatjve council

received pursuwant to 13-27-312 and make a final decision as
to the approval or rejection of the form of the petitions
The secretary of state shall send written notice to the
person who submitted the petition sheet of the approval
within 28 days after submission of the petition sheet. The
secretary of state shall send written notice if the petition
has peen rejected together with reasons for rejaction within
L4 days after submission of the petition sheat.”™

Section 2. Section 13-27-311y MCAs is amended to read:

"13-27-311. Publication of proposed constitutional
amendments. (1} If a proposed constitutional amendment or
amendments are submitted to the pecoples the secretary of
State shall have the proposed amendment or amendments
published in full twice each month for 2 months previous to
the election at which they are to be voted upon by the
peoples in not less than one newspaper of general
circulation 1n esach county.

{2) The secretary of state may arrange for newspapers
radios or television publication of proposed constitutional

amendments in each countys A summary of the amendment as

provided by the attorney—-—generat tegislative councils as

describad in 13-27-312 or 13-27-315y would suffice for the
publicatjon reguired by this section and should be made at

least twice e¢ach month for 2 manths previous ta the

~-2- 58 235
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election.”
Section 3. Section 13-27-312+ MLA. is amended to read:
"13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general -~-
preparation of Statement. {1) Upon receipt of a petition
from the office of the secretary of state pursuant to
13-27-202s the attorney general shall examine the petition
as to form. [f the petition form is approveds the attorhey

general shall forward the petition to ‘the legislative

councils The legislative council _shall prepare and transmit

ta the secretary of state a concise statement not exceeding
100 words. This statement sheii express a true and impartial
explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot issue in
plainy  easily understood language. The statament may not be
an argument and may not be written $0 as to create prejudice
for or against the maasure. The statement prepared pursuant
to this subsgctiony unless altered by a3 court under
13-2T7-316s is the petition title for the measure ciréulated
by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is
placed on the ballot.

{2) At the same time the sStatement of purpcese 1is

praparedy the . ettarney-—gemesad legislative council shall

prepare statements of the implication of a vote for or
against a ballot issue. The statements of implication may be
no more than 25 words each and shall be in simpley jmpartial

tangquage clearly explaining the meaning of a vote for and a5
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vate against the issue. Tha statements of implication
prepared pursuant to this sectione untess altered by a court
under 13-27-316y are the statements to be used on the
petition and the ballot if the measure is placed on the
ballot. Yhe statements of implication shall be placed
beside the diagram provided For marking of the baliot in a
manner similar to the following example:

FGR  extending the right to vote to persons L8 years

of age

AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 1B

years of age

{3) if the petition is rejected as to forme tha

attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary
of state within 10 days after receipt of the patition by the
attorney generals If the petition is approved as to form
the attorney genaral shall forward the PETITIGN 10 THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WITHIN 10 _DAYS AFTER RECEIPY GF THS

PETITION BY THE ATTORNEY GENERALe THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

SHALL FORWARD THE statement of purpose aad-the-atetements—of

impiteation to the secretary of state within 21 11 days
after receipt of the petition by EROM the attorney gencral.”
Section 4. Section 13-27-315s M{As is amended to read:
®13-27-31%. Statements by stternsy-gemerat legislative
council on issues referred by legisltature. (1} At the same

time the attorney generals pursuant to 13-27-313y informs

g 5B 235
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the secretary of state of the approval or rejection of a
ballot form for an issue proposed by the lagislatures the

attormney-—generat legislative council shall forward to the

secretary of state a statements not exceeding 100 wordse
expressing a3 true and impartial explanation of the purpose
of the measure in plainy easily understood Jlanguage. The
statement may not be an argument and may not be written to
create a prejudice for or against the issues The statement
prepared wunder this section is known as the atterney

generatss legislative council®s explanatory statementa

(23 If statements of the implication of a vote for or
against a ballot issue have not been provided Dby the

leyislatures the sttormey-genera} legislative council shall

prepare the statements. Requirements for statements of
implication for ballot issues referred by the legislature
are the same as those provided in 13-27-312 for other ballot
issues« Statements of implication prepared by the attorney

qeneral legislative council must be returned to the

secretary of state no later than the time specified for
approval of the ballot form.™
Section 5« Section 13-27-316s MCAs is amended to read:
*13-27-316. Court review of attorney-———-qgeneral

legislative council statementss (1) If the proponents of a

ballot measure believe that the statement of purpose or the

statements of implication of a vote formulated by the

-5~ $8 235
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attorney-genersat legislative council purswant to 13-27-312

do not satisfy the requirements of 13-27-312+ they mays
within 10 days of receipt of the notice from the sSecretary
of state provided Ffor in 13-27-202+ file an action in the
district court in and fFor the county of Lewis and Clark
challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the
court to alter the statemente.

(2) 1f the opponents of a ballet measure believe that
the statement of purpose or the statements of implication of
a vote formulated by the sttormey--generst Jlegisistive
council pursuant to 13-27-312 do nat satisfy the
reguirements of 13-27-312¢ they mays within 10 days of the
date of certification to the governor that the completed
petition has been officially fileds file an action in the
district court in and for the county of Lewis and Clark
challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the
court to alter the statemente

{3} (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of

state and upon the attormey—generet legislative council. The

action takes precedence over other cases and matters in the
district courte The court shall examine the proposed measure
and the challenged statement and shal} as soon as possible
render a decision and certify to the secretary of state a
statement which the court determines wili meet the

requirements of L3-27-312.

-G~ 5T 235
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(b} A statement certified by the court shall be placed
on the petition for circulation and on the official ballote

(%) A copy of the petition in final form aust be filed
in the office of the secretary of state by the proponentse.

{5) Any party wmay appeal the order of the district
court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of
appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the
district court.”

-End—
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