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•AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, RATHER THAN THE ATTORNEY GENERAL• 

PREPARE 8ALLOT ISSUt STATEMENTS OF EXPLANATION AND OF 

IHPLICATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-Z7-ZOZ, 13-27-311, 

13-27-312• 13-27-315, AND 13-27-316, MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-27-202t MCA, is amended to read: 

•t3-27-20Z. Approval of for~ required. Cl) Before a 

petition may be circulated for signatures, a sample sheet 

must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in 

which it will be circulated. The sample petition may not be 

submitted to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior 

to the final date for filing the signed petition with the 

secretary of state. The seeretary of state shall refer a 

copy of the petition sheet to the attorney general for his 

approval. The secretary of state and attorney general must 

9ach review the petition for sufficiency as to fora and 

approve or reject the form of the petition, stating the 

reasons for rejection. if any. 

(2) The secretary of state shall review the comments 

and statements of the e~~&rney-~~e~ legjslati~guOkil 
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received pursuant to 13-27-312 and make a final decision as 

to the approval or rejection of the form of the petition. 

The secretary of state shall send written notice to the 

person who submitted the petition sheet of the approval 

within 28 days after sub•lsslon of the petition sheet. The 

secretary of state shall send written notice if the petition 

has been rejected together with reasons for rejection within 

1~ days after submission of the petition sheet.• 

Section 2. Section 13-21-311• MCA9 is amended to read: 

•13-27-311. Publication of proposed constitutional 

amendments. (1) If a proposed consti~utional aMendment or 

amendments are subaitted to the people• the secretary of 

stat~ shall have the proposed a•endment or amendMents 

published In full tNice each month for 2 months previous to 

the election at which they are to be voted upon by the 

people, In not less than one 

circulation in each county. 

newspaper of general 

(2) The secretary of state aay arrange for newspaper. 

radio, or television publication of proposed constitutional 

a•endMents in each county. A summary of the aMendment as 

provided by the e't-terney--genere-t ].eg j slat j ve em me i 1 , as 

described ln 13-27-312 or 13-27-315• would suffice for the 

publication required by this section and should be ~ade at 

least twice each month for 2 months previous to the 

election.• 

1 N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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Section 3. Section 13-27-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general 

preparation of 

from the office 

13-27-202, the 

statement• (1) Upon receipt of a petition 

of the secretary of state pursuant to 

attorney general shall examine the petition 

as to form. If the petition form is approved, the attorney 

general shall fgrwacd the petition to the -l.egia].atlye 

~uncil. Th• lpgjslattye GOYn&il Shall prepare and trans•it 

to the secretary of state a concise statement not exceeding 

100 words. This state•ent shall express a true and impartial 

explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot issue in 

pl~ln• easily understood language. The statement •ay not be 

an argument and may not be written so as to create prejudice 

for or against the measure. The statement prepared pursuant 

to this subsection9 unless altered by a court under 

13-27-316 9 Is the petition title for the measure circulated 

by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is 

placed on the ballot. 

(2) At the sa&e tl&e the 

prepared, the att&rney--ge~~ 

statement of purpose is 

1egi$1atjye cgunsiJ shall 

prepare statements of the laplication of a vote for or 

against a ballot issue. The statements of i•plication may be 

no more than Z5 words each and shall be In simpley 1•partia1 

language clearly explaining the meaning of a vote for and a 

vote against the issue. The stateMents of Implication 
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prepared pursuant to this section9 unless altered by a court 

under 13-27-316, are the statements to be used on the 

petition and the ballot If the 

ballot. The statements of 

measure is placed on the 

implication shall be placed 

beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a 

manner similar to the following example: 

[] FOR extandtng the right to vote to persons 18 years 

of age 

c=J AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 

years o~ age 

(3) If the petition is rejected as to form, the 

attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary 

of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the 

attorney general. If the petition is approved as to form, 

the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose 

8nd-~he-s~e~~e~~-e~-+m~+e~+en to the secretary of state 

within 21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney 

general.• 

Section 4. Section 13-27-315, MCAt is amended to read: 

•13-27-315• Statements by ~~e~ftey~eftere~ Jegjs1atiye 

council on Issues referred by legislature. (1) At the same 

time the attorney generaly pursuant to 13-27-313, informs 

the secretary of state of the approval or rejection of a 

ballot form for an Issue proposed by the legislature, the 

~~ern~--~ene~e~ legls]atiye c~ shall forward to the 

-4-
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secretary of state a stateMentt not exceeding 100 Nards, 

expressing a true and Impartial explanation of the purpose 

o~ the measure in plain 9 easily understood language. The 

state~ent may not be an argument and may not be written to 

create a prejudice for or against the issue. The statement 

prepared under this section is known as the ~~~ftey 

~n~•s lgglalatiyg couoci1 1 s explanatory statement. 

(2) If statements of the Implication of a vote for or 

against a ballot Issue have not been provided by the 

legislature, the e~~rney-genere+ legislative c~ shall 

prepare the statements. Requlrewents for statements of 

implication for ballot issues referred by the legislature 

are the same as those provided in 13-27-312 for other ballot 

Issues. Statements of Implication prepared by the ~~o~ney 

~et"'e~+ legislative cguocil IWSt be returned to the 

secretary of state no later than the time specified for 

approval of the ballot form.• 

Section s. Section 13-Z7-316t MCAt Is amended to read: 

•13-27-316. Court review of ~~ney----genere~ 

legislative council state•ents. (1) If the proponents of a 

ballot measure believe that the statement of purpose or the 

statements of implication of a vote formulated by the 

8ttcrney-generet l~gla~~UD~ pursuant to 13-27-312 

do not satisfy the requirements of 13-27-3129 they may 9 

within 10 days of receipt of the notice from the secretary 
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of state provided for in 13-27-ZOZt file an action in the 

district court in and for the county of LeNis and Clark 

challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the 

court to alter the statement• 

(2) If the opponents of a ballot measure believe ~hat 

the statement of purpose or the state•ents of implication of 

a vote formulated by the e~e~ney--genePa~ leglslatiye 

council pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the 

requirements of 13-27-312• they aay. Mithin 10 days of the 

date of certification to the governor that the coapleted 

petition has been officially filed, file an action In the 

district court In and for the county of Lewis and ~lark 

challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the 

court to alter the statement. 

(3) (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of 

state and upon the e~erRey-genere~ Jegjslatiye cguncll. The 

action takes precedence over other cases and matters in the 

district court. The court shall exa•ine the proposed measure 

and the challenged statement and shall as soon as possible 

render a decision and certify to the secretary of state a 

statement which the court determines will meet the 

requirements of 13-27-312. 

(b) A statement certified by the court shall be placed 

on the petition f9r circulation and on the official ballot. 

(4) A copy of the petition in final form must be filed 

-6- 513 ;;;s 
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1 in the office of the secretary of st3te by the proponents. 

2 (5) Any party may appeal the order of the district 

3 court to the Montana supreme court by filin9 a notice o~ 

~ appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the 

5 district court.• 

-End-
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SE"ATE BILL "0· 235 

Approved by Committee 
on State Administration 

INTRO~UCEO BY GALTt GRAHAM, GOOOOVER, 

KOLSTAD, STORY, HAFFERHAN 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

lEGISLATIVE CDUNCILo RATHER THAN THE ATTORNEY GENERAlo 

PREPARE BALLOT ISSUE STATEMENTS OF E~P~*N•ft~ ~POSE ANO 

OF IMPLICATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-202• 13-Z7-3llo 

13-27-312• 13-27-315, AND 13-27-316o MCA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-Z7-202• MCA• is amended to read: 

"13-27-202. Approval of form required. ( 1) Before a 

petition may be circulated for signatures• a sa~ple sheet 

must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form in 

which it will be ci~culated. The samp1e petition may not be 

submitted to the secretary of state mor@ than 1 year prior 

to the final date for filing the signed petition with the 

secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a 

c~py of the petition sheet to the attorney qeneral for his 

approval. The secretary of state and attorney general must 

each review the petition for sufficiency as to form and 

approve or reject the form of the petition. stating the 

reasons for rejection, if any. 

(2) T~e secretary of state shall review the comments 
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and statements of the ~~~erftey-~enere+ 1egl~~~~£2unci1 

received pursuant to 13-27-312 and make a final decisjon as 

to the approval or rejection of the fo~m of the petition. 

The secretary of state shall send written notice to the 

person who submitted the petition sheet of the approval 

within 26 days after submission of the petition sheet• The 

secretary of state shall send w~itten notice if the petition 

has been rejecteo together with reasons for rejection Nithin 

14 days after submission of the petition sheet.• 

Section 2. Section 13-27-311, MCA• is a~nded to read: 

"13-27-311. Publication of proposed constitutional 

aMendments. (1) If a proposed constitutional amendment or 

a.endments are submitted to the people• the secretary of 

state shall have the proposed amendment or amendments 

published in full twice each month fo~ 2 months p~evious to 

the election at which they are to be voted upon by the 

people, in not less thdn one newspaper of general 

circulation in each county. 

(2) The secretary of state may arrange for newsp~per, 

radio. or television publication of proposed constitutional 

amendments in each county. A summary of the amendment as 

provided by the ~~~orn@y--ge"~~+ !~~la!i~-~nc_ll• as 

described in 13-27-312 or 13-27-315. would suffice for the 

publication required by this section and should be made at 

least twice each month for. 2 months previous to the 

-2- SS Z35 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 



1 

z 
3 

4 

5 

b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1Z 

13 

14 

15 

lb 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

Z1 

Zl 

23 

Z4 

Z5 

se oz35/0Z 

election.• 

Section 3. Section 13-27-lllt MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney g@neral 

preparation of statement. (1) Upon receipt of a p~tition 

from the office of the secretary of state pur~uant to 

13-27-202, the attorney general shall examine the petition 

as to form. If the petition form is dpproved~ the atLorney 

general shall !~~ard_~!--~!i!ion __ to __ th~-~9i~~tive 

council·~~gis!~!lve CQ~ncil_ib~ll prepare and transmit 

to the secretdry of state a concise statement not exceeding 

100 wo~ds. This stateMent shall express a true and impartial 

explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot issue tn 

plain, easily under-stood language. The statement may not b@ 

an argument and may not be written so as to create prejuOice 

for or against the measure. The statem@nt prepared pursu~nt 

to this subsection. unless altered by a court under 

13-27-316• is the petition title for the measure circulated 

by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is 

placed on the ballot. 

(2) At the saMe tiMe the statement of purpose is 

p~epared, the e~~~fte1--~era+ !!9iSlative S~ shall 

prepare stateRents of the iMplication of a vote for or 

against a ballot issue. The statements of implication may be 

no more than 25 words each and shall be in simple• impartial 

language clearly explaining the meaning of a vote for and a 
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vote against the issue. The statements of implication 

prepared pursuant to this section. unless altered by a court 

unrier 13-27-316• are the statements to be used on the 

petition and the ballot if the raeasure is placed on the

ballot. The statements of itRplication shall be placed 

beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a 

mdnner 5imilar to the following exa~ple: 

FOR extending the right to vote to persons 1~ years 

of a~e 

AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 

years of age 

(3) Jf the petition is rejected as to form. the 

attorney general shall forward his com.ents to the secretary 

of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the 

attorney general. If the petition is approved as to form• 

th~ attorney general shall forward the PE!~fO_!HE 

lEG! SLAT 1 YE CDUNC Il_!!!!!!!l!:!_!Q__QAYS_ AF T~-~fffill _ _!/t_~ 

PET!!IOii_!!!_!!!L~!IQ.!!~ll_~m~__r!!Lli!iiSL~TI~!;.Q!,!I'ICil 

~tlAll_FO~WA~Q_!tli stateDent of purpose anG-~he-s~~e~ftt~-&f 

+~~~e~~*e" to the secretary of state ~ithin l~ l! days 

after receipt of the petition &y f!2~ the attorney gen~ral." 

Se<tion 4. Section 13-27-315. MtA• is aManded to read: 

"13-27-315. Statements by ~~e~ney-~~~ 1egis12tive 

~n£1! on issues referred by legi~lature. (1) At the same 

time the attorney general. pursuant to 13-27-313 9 infonns 

-4- SB 235 
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of state of the approval or rejection of a 

an issue proposed by the legislature• the 

a~~e~fteT--ge"ers~ legislative coun£i! shall for•ard to the 

secretdry of state a statement, not exceeding 100 words, 

e~pressinq a true and impartial explanation of the purpose 

of the measure in plain. easily understood Janquaye. The 

statement may not be an argument and may not be written to 

create a prejudice for or against the issue. The st~teMent 

prepared under this section as known as the e't:terfte'y 

~e"ere••~ !eqis!ativ~_£2~~£1~ expldnatory st~tement. 

(2) If statements of the implication of a vote for or 

against a ballot issue have not been provided ~Y the 

leyisl~ture, the s~~o~~@y-~e~r~~ ~gl~!ativ~-~Q~l! shall 

prepare the statements. Requirements for statements of 

implication fo~ ballot issue~ referred by the legislature 

an~ the same as those provided in 13-27-312 for other ballot 

issues. Statements of implication prepared by the ~t~erney 

~ene~~ !~gill~!!Y~-_£~~~il must be returned to the 

secretary of state no later than the time specified for 

approval of the ballot form.• 

s~ction 5. s~ction 13-Zl-316, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-316. Court review of ~ttorney----~e"e~~t 

~!~atiy~-~~ncil statements. (lJ lf the proponents of a 

ballot measure believe that the statement of purpose or the 

statements of implication of a vote formulated by t.h~ 

-5- SB 235 
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e~~Orftey-general le~is12!~-£~nci! pursuant to 13-27-312 

do not satisfy the reQuireMents of 13-27-312. they ~ayw 

within 10 days of receipt of the notice from the secretary 

of state provided fo~ in 13-27-202, file an action in the 

dist~ict court in and for the county of Lewis and Clark 

challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the 

court to al~er the state~nt. 

(2) If the opponents of a ballot measure believe that 

the stateMent of purpose or the stdtements of implication of 

a vote for~Jated by the &~~~ey--gene~~ legisl~~ 

~neil pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the 

requirements of 13-27-312• they may. within 10 days of the 

date of certification to the governor that the completed 

petition has been officially filed, file an action in th~ 

district court in and for the county of lqwis and Clark 

challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the 

court to alter the state~ent. 

(3) (a) ~otice shall be served upon the secretary of 

state and upon the s~~~ney-gene~8~ !~9l~!iv~ council. The 

action takes precedenc@ over other cases and matters in ~he 

district court. The court shall examine the proposed medsure 

and the challenged statement and shall as soon dS possible 

render a decision and certify to the secretary of state a 

state~nt which the court determines will meet the 

requirements of 13-27-312· 

-6- se 235 



se 0235/02 

1 (b) A statement certified by the court shall be placed 

2 on the petition for circulation and on the official ballot. 

3 (4) A copy of the petition in final fortn 111ust be filed 

4 in the office of the secretary of state by the proponents. 

5 (5) Any party may appeal the order of the district 

6 court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of 

7 appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the 

8 district court•" 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 235 

IIHRODUCEO BY GALlo GRAHAMo GOOOOVER, 

KOLSTADo STORYo HAFFERHAN 

A ~Ill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "A~ ACT TO REQUIRE THAT THE 

LEblSLAT!VE CQUNCllo RATHER THAN THE ATTORNEY GENERALo 

PREPARE BAllOT ISSUE STATEMENTS OF E*PrANATfSH PURPOSE ANO 

OF IMPLICATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-202, 13-Z7-3llo 

13-27-312, 13-£7-315,. AND 13-27-310, HCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-27-202., MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-202. Approval of form required• (1) Before a 

petition may be circulated for ~ignatures~ a sa~ple sheet 

must be submitted to the secretary of state in the form 1n 

which it will be ~irculated. The samp1e petition may not oe 

submitted to the secretary of state mor@ than 1 year prior 

to the final date for filing the signed petition with the 

secretary of state. The secretary of state shall refer a 

copy of the petition she~t to the attorney generdl for his 

dpproval. The secretary of state and attorney general must 

each revi2w the petition for sufficiency es to form and 

approve or reject the form of the petition. stati.n-3 the 

reasons for reJeCtton~ if any. 

(.2) Tt,e secretary of state shall review the comments 
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and stdtements of the ~~~~~"ey-~ene~a~ 1e~~!2t~£Q~nci1 

received pursuant to 13-27-312 and make a final decis,ion as 

to the approval or rejection of the form of the petition. 

The secretary of state shall send written notice to the 

person who submitted the petition sheet of the approval 

within 28 days after submission of the petition sheet. The 

secretary of state sha11 send written notice if the petition 

hds been rejected together with reasons for rejection within 

14 days after submission of the petition sheet.• 

Section z. Section 13-27-311 .. MCA, is a~nded to read: 

"13-27-311. Publicdtion of proposed constitutional 

amendments. {1) If a proposed constitutional amendment or 

amendments are submitted-to the people, the secreta~y of 

state shall have the proposed amendment or amendments 

published in ful) twice each month for l months previous to 

the electi"on at which they are to be voted upon by t~ 

people• in not less thdn one 

circulation tn each county. 

newspaper of general 

(2) The secretary of state may arrange for newspaper• 

radio• or television publication of proposed constitutional 

amendments in each county. A summary of the amendment as 

provided by the ~~t6~n~y--~~ner~+ l~1!2!ive __ ~~' as 

described in 13-27-312 or 13-27-3LS. would suffice for the 

publication required by this se~tion and should be made at 

Jeast t~ice each month for Z months prevtous tu the 
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election." 

Section ). Section ll-27-3129 MCA9 is amended to read: 

"13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general 

preparation of stateMent. (1) Upon receipt of a petition 

from the off ice of the secretary of state pu·rsuant to 

13-27-ZOZ, the attorney generdl shall exam1ne the petition 

as to form. If the petition for~ is approved, the attorney 

general shaJ 1 f.2£.~ard .....!~~.li!l~-!£_~!!!L_l!!g!sla~ 

£Q~QCi!~lh~~9~!~tive coyn£ll~!l! prepare and trdns•lt 

to the ~ecretary of state a concise statement not exceeding 

100 words. This statement shall express a true and iapartidl 

explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot issue in 

plain• easily understood language. The stateMent may not be 

an argument and ~ar not be written so as to create prejudice 

for or against the measure. The statement prepared pursuant 

to this subsection, unle'is altered by a court under 

13-27-316• is the petition title for the mea~ure circulated 

by the petition and the ballot title if the measure is 

placed on the ballot. 

(2) At ~h~ saae time the stateMent of purpose IS 

prtt.pa.(ed • th.e .. , e~hrney--~eftelte+ l~Ull~-f~il shall 

prepare statelents of the iaplication of a vote for or 

against a ballot. is_sue. The statements of implication may be 

no more than 25 words each and shall be in simple• impartial 

language clearly explaining the meaning of a vote fQ-r and a 
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vote against the issue. Th.a statements of i~npl i.cation 

prepared pursuant to this section. unless altered by a court 

under 13-27-316• a~e the statements to be used on_ the 

petition and the ballot if the medsure is placed on the 

ballot. The stateroents of implication s-hall be placed 

be~ide the.diag~am provided far marking of the bdllot in a 

mdnner similar to the following exdmple: 

FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years 

of age 

AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons lB 

yea..-s of ag-e 

(3) If the petition is rejected as to form• tha 

attorney g~neral shall forward his comments to the secretary 

of state wlthin 10 days after receipt of the p~tition by the 

attorney general. If the petition is approved as to form, 

th~ attorney general shall forward the PE!!!!~_!Q_!~E 

lEG!li~!!YLg&!NC Il w I T!!!!L.!.!L_Qa!L_~f..HJL_~~!IT-_Qf:_~ 

PET!!IO~ __ BY__!!j[__~!TO~NEY_GE~ERAl~ THE lEGISlATiy~_£QYNCil 

~~~b~~WARO THE statement of purpose efte-+fte-~~e~~ments-o~ 

t~~~ea~*~ to the secretary of state within ~t l! days 

after receipt of the petition by f!Q~ the atto~ney gen~ral.• 

Sect ton ft.. Sect ion 13-27-315, MC.A, is awtended to read-:. 

•t3-27-315. Statements by ~e~ft@y-gefte~d~ ~l~!~tive 

~~S..i! on issues referred by 1egi51ature. (1) At the $arne 

time the attorney general. pursuant to 13-27-3139 informs 
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the secretary of stdt~ of the approval or rejection of a 

ballot form for an issue proposed by the legislature. the 

a~~e~fteY--~en~a+ !~~~~i~coun£i! shall forward to th~ 

secretary of state a statement, not exceeding 100 words. 

expressing a true and impartial explanation of the purpose 

of the measure in plain, easily understood language. The 

statement may not be an argument and may not be ~ritten to 

create a prejudice for or against the issue. The st~tement 

prepared under this section JS known as the t~~t:t-er"~ 

~efte~e+•~ !~~!ativ~_£2~iL:! explanatory statement. 

(l) If statesnents of the implication of a vote for- or 

~gainst a ballot issue have not been provided Jy the 

leyi~ldture• the at:to1"ne.,-ger"feral- !~Sll~!ll.il~-f!H!!!S..i! shall 

prepar~ the statements. Requirements for statements of 

implication for ballot issues referred by the legislaturfi!' 

are the sam~ as those provided in 13-27-312 for ot~r ballot 

issues. State~ents of implication prepared by the ~ttorfte~ 

~enera-l !~9ill~~-f..2i!!~il must be retur-ned to the 

~ecretary of state no later than the time specified for 

approval of the ballot form.• 

S~ction 5. Saction 13-27-316., MCA. is amended to r-ead: 

"13-27-316. Court review of a~~o~"ey----~e"e~~l 

~l~l2!i~~-_£Q~nci1 statements. (1) If the propon~nts of a 

ballot measure beliP.ve that the statement of purpose or the 

statements of i.mpli.c.ation of a vote fonnulated by the 
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e1:t'Orney-ge"ere-l ~ll~-ive~gyncil pursuant to 13-27-312 

do not satisfy the requireaents of 13-27-312• they May. 

within 10 days of r-eceipt of the notice f~om the secretary 

of state provided for in 13-ZJ-202• file an action in the 

district court in and for the county of Lewis and Clark 

challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the 

court to alter the statement. 

(2) If the opponents of a ballot m@asure believe that 

the state~nt of purpose or the statements of implication of 

a vote for~lated by the a~~"ey--ge"e~of !ggi~2tive 

~neil pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the 

requirements of l3-27-31Zt they may. within 10 days of the 

date of c~~tification to the qovernor that the completed 

petition has been officially filed. file an action in the 

district court in and for the county of l"!wis and Clark 

cha11engin9 the adequacy of the statement and requesting the 

court to alter the state•ent. 

(3) (a) Notic~ shall b~ served upon the secretary of 

state dOd upon the ettor"~-gener~ !~g!slativ~_£Qunci!• The 

action takes precedence over other cases and matter3 in the 

district court. The court shall examine the proposed measure 

and the challenged statement and shall as soon as possible 

render a decision and certify to the secretary of state a 

statement which the court dete~Mlnes 

requirement~ of 13-27-312. 

-b-
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1 (b) A sta~ement ce~tified by the court shall be placed 

Z on the petition for ci~cu1ation and on the official ballot. 

3 {4) A copy of the pet'ition in final fon• must be filed 

4 in the office of the secretary of state· by the proponents·. 

5 (5) Any party may appeal the orcte·r of the distriC't 

6 court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of 

1 appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the 

8 distric't court." 

-End-
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