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iér. BILL NO. A

INTRODUCED BY tzlaou\

BY REQUEST OF

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES

A BILL FCR AN ACT ENTITLED:s ™AN ACT TO AMEND LANS RELATING
TO FOSTER CARE BY CLARIFYING FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR
PAYMENT; TC REQUIRE COURT REVIEW OF CHILDREN 1IN FOSTER
PLACEMENTS THROUGH A FOSTER CARE REVIEW COMMITTYEE; AMENDING

SECTIONS #41-3-104y 4%1-3-501y 41-5-80ly AND 53-4-112, MHCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1l Section #1-3-104y MCAs is amended to read:
*41-3-104. Paywent for suppert of youth in need of

care —-- reimbursement by countye {1} Whenever agreements are

entered inte by the department of social and rehabilitation
services for placing a youth in need of care in a 1licensed
family foster homes child care agencys group homey or
private treatment facilitys the department shall pay by its
check or draft each month from any funds appropriated for
that purpose the entire amount agreed upon for boarde
clothings personal needsy and room of sdweh the childrens

{2) On or bpefore the 20th of each month the department
shall present a claim to the county of residence of sueh the

children for one-half the payments 50 made during the monthe
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The county must make reimbursement to the department within
20 days after sueh the claim is presented.

{3) _Tne depariment shall conduct pr _arrapge for _the
ceview _regquired. under FPsection 2] of a child placed in a
licensed family foster homes child care agencys group homes

pt__facili if hild _i 1 i i £l
isi £ 4 I ; ' 1 by _t} i t :
the department pays for the care of the child as _set forth
iu this Sﬂﬁtlﬂnﬂ'

NEW SECTIONs Section 2. Foster care review committecs
{1} In every gecgraphic district established by the
department of social and rehabilitation servicesy the
department and the youth court shall appoint a foster care
review coumittees The members of the committee must be
willing to act without compensatione The committee shall be
composed of not less than three or more than seven members.
The members shall include:

{(a) a representative of the department who shall chair
the committee;

{b) a representative of the youth court; and

(c} someone knowledgeable in the needs of children in
foster care placements who is not esmployed by the department
or the youth courte

{(2) When a child is in foster care under the

supervision of the department orf the vyouth court or if

-2- INTRODUCED BILL
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payment for care is made pursuant to 41-3-104 or
41-5-801(2)s the committes shall conduct a review of the
foster care status of the childs The review mnust be
conducted within a time Yimit established by the department.
The time 1limit must comply with federal law and may not be
later than the 12~month anniversary date of the child*'s
placement intc foster carees

{3) The department shall provide the committee with
guidelines for operation of the committez. Within 30 days of
the foster care reviews the committee shall provide the
youth court and the department a wrlitten report of its
findings and recommendations for further action by the youth
court or the departmente

{4) The department shall adopt rules necessary +to
carry out the purposes of this sectione

(5) Because of the individual privacy involveds
meetings of the committeey reports of the committeey and
informaticon on individuals® cases shared by committee
members is confidential and subject to the confidentiality
requirements of the departwmente

(6) The ‘committee §is subject to the cal) of the youth
<court judge to meet and confer with him on all matters
pertaining to the foster care of a child pefore the youth
courts

Section 3. Section §I-3-501y MCA, is amended to read:

-3

n

W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LC 0402701

H41-3-501. Definitions. (1) Any person owning or
operating a home or institution into which home or
institution he takes any child or children for the purpose
of caring for theam and maintaining them and for which care
and maintenance he receives money or other consideraticn of
values and which child Is neither his Sons daughtere par
war dy——ner—-retated—to-him-by-bioedy shall be deemed to be an
"operator® of a "foster home or boarding home® within the
meaning of this chapters except that this chapter shall not
apply when any person accepts such care and custody of such
child on a temporary baslis and simply as a temporary
accommodation for the parent or. parentses guardiany or
relstive of such childe

{2} The word "person® where used in this chapter shall
include any individualy partperships voluntary associstiony
or corporationas”

Section 4« Section 41-5-801y MCAy is amended to reads

"4l~5-801a Shelter care and foster homess (1) The
youth court may establish procedures for findinge
maintainingy and administering shelter care and foster homes
or other homes approved by the court for youth within the
provisions of this chaptere.

{2} Alt-foster-homes—estobiished-hy-—ethe—~youbh-—court
whieh-———are--ticenzed-——by—the Pyrsuant to  41-3-104e _the

department of social and rehabilitation services shall pe

—tp—
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financed——by--the—departpent-as-set-forth-in-53-2—20tt¥3tbd¥s
fipance faster homas established by the youth court jifs

La) .the foster home is licepsed by the deparigents

ib) _the youih court eaters into an sgreement with _the
department _for the care of the child: and

{c) _the placement of the chiild is reviewed as reguired
by [section 2]

{3) The Yicensed shelter care and foster homes
established under this section shall be funded at a rate
consistent with other shelter care and foster homes
established for other purposes under laws Shelter care as
defined by this chapter may be funded <through state
appropriation to the youth courts and the departments of
institutions and social and rehabilitation services.”

Section 5« Section 53-4-112y MCAy is amended to read:

n53-4-112« Duty to strengthen child welfare servicess
The department shall make provision for 2stablishing and
strengthening child wel fare servicess including protective
servicessy and for care of children in ligensed family foster
hom2ssz——HRen-—funds--are-—aveitable--for--that-purpasey—the
department——may—-nake--agreenents——for——the———poynent———of
compensetion-—~for-~keeping-——chitdren-in-famity-foster—homess
child care agenciess group hogess or _treatment facilitiess
Paymept provided under this section js mgde uoder the
provisions of 41=3-104 and [Section ZJe"

-End-
_5_

35 2A2%



STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. _226-81
FISCAL NOTE

Fovi, 1) F

In compliance with a written request received ___January 26 __., 19 .81 ., there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for . senate Bill 228 pursuant to 'Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request.

Description of Proposed Legislation

An act to amend laws relating to foster care by clarifying financial responsibility
for payment; to require court review of children in foster placements through a foster
care review committee.

Fiscal Impact

The responsibilities of the Social Services Bureau related to this bill will be
absorbed by present staff. There will be no increase in staff nor will there be increases

in the foster care budget.

AT Ra V,LL&- ;;ii‘”“““t;

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Dme:WJ,Z;:iJmi«X:L._"



47th Legislature 58 228

10
1
12
13

14

Loy
17
i3

19

STATEMENT OF INTENT
SENATE BIEL 223

Senate Public Healths Welfares and Safety Lommittee

A statement of intent is required for this bil} ba2cause
in addition te amending sections 41-3-104y 41~-3-5014
41-5-301s and 53-4-112y the Dbill creates vrulemaking
authority for the Department of Secial and Rehapilitation
services to administer 3 review of children in foster care
under  the department®s supervision or for whom the
gepartment 15 making payment under section 41-3-104(2) or
41-5-801{2) »

It is the inteat of this bill to indicate the
legislatura®s support of permanency planning for children in
faoster care and to direct the department to contirue its
effarts in this drea« This bill is intended to entourays
reduction af thne numbers of children in fnster care; to
expzdiuntly return children to their natural homes whin
pessitles or to free the children for alternote permanent
pl:cements; thoareby assuring the appropriate utilization of
ouh¥ic  funds and that the best interest of children in
placement in Montana are being met by the department®s
Programa

Rutemaking is primarily necessary to implement Section

2 and Section 1 paragraph 2 of the biltl. Thesae sections
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require that a foster care review committee be established
by the department and the court to conduct reviews of
children in foster care and provide written reparts to the
youth court and the department. Rules would identify which
children are to be reviewedy and would Vist precisely what
information is to be shared with the review committee, when
the committees are to conduct businessy what the geographic
district will consist ofs+ the general guidelines for the
committees® operations the time limitations for conducting
the reviewss and who may participate in the review. As for
the information to be reporteds the vrules will ask for:

() summary reports of the review ¢¢ include the
recommendations of the committee regarding the continuation
or discontinuation of foster <care and reasons; treatment
needs of the child; and court action;

{2) sufficient information to allow the tracking of
the reviews; to facailitate: follow-up servicesy compliance
with court orderss agency decisions: and response to
committee recommendations; and to provide necessary reports
on the department's foster care program.

First adopted by the Senate Public Health, welfare, and

Safety Committee on February 9, 198L.

-2~
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SB 0228702
approved by Comm. oOn

Public Health, Safety and Welfaxe

SENATE PILL NO. 228
INTRODUCED BY REGANs OLSON
BY REQUEST 0OF

THE DEPARTMENT OFf SOCIAL AND REHABILITATIOM SERVICES

A DTLAL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO AMEND LAWS RELATING

T0 F2STER CARE B¥-—ctARFF¥ENS FACILITIES: YO _CLARIFY

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FGR PAYMENT FOR_CHILDREN PLACED _IN

FIOSTER CARE FACILIYIES; TO REQUIRE COURT REVIEW OF CHILDREN

IN FOSTER PLACEMENTS THROUGH A FOSTER CARE REVIEW COMMITTEE;
AMOIMOING SECTIONS G1=3=104y 41-3-501+ 41-5-801+ AND

S3-4~112y MCAG"

BE IT ENACTED BY THFE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE UF MONTANA:Z
Section l. Section 41-3-104s MCAy is amended to reads
wyl-3-104a Payment for support of youth 11n need of

care ~— reimbursement by countye (1) Whenever agreements are
entered into ty the department ef-seetrai-and-rehabitiration
serviees for placing a youth in need of care in a licensed
family foster homes <child care agencys group homes Or
private troatment facilitys the department shall pay %y its
chack or draft each month from any funds appropriated for
thet purposs  the entire amount agreed wupon for boards
clothings personal needss and room of sueh the childrena

{2) ©On or before the 2G0th of each month the department
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shall present s claim to the county of residence of swem the
children for eme—matf-the—payments-so-made-during-the-month

THE_COQUNTY"S PGRTYION OF THE PAYMENT _AS__BETERMINED BY _THE

DEPARTMENTS.  THE COUNTY*S PORTION SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE-HALF

THZ NONFEDERAL SMARLCs The county must make reimbursement to

the department within 20 days after sweh the claim is

presaentedas

{3} _The_department _shall_conduct or _asrange for _the

review reguired under f[section 2} of a child pltaced in a

licensed family foster homes chil

£are agencys groun homes

or__treatment facility _if the child _is nlaced under the

supervision 9f the department or placed by _the_depariment cr

the department pays for_ the care of the child as__set  forth

in_this _sectiona."

NEN_SECTION. Section 2. Foster care review commiftece
(1} In every g=egrapmie JUDICIAL district established-by-the
deparement---of--seciat--and-——rehabtlitatiton——servicasy the
department ond the youth court shall appoint a foster care
review committee. The members of the committes must ba
willing to act without compensation. The committee shall be
composed oF not less than three or more than seven member s.
The members shall include:

(a) a representative of the department who shall chair

the cammittee;

{b) a representative of the youth court; and

2= 53 228

SECOND READING
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{¢} someone knowledgeable in the needs of children in
foster care plocements who is not cmployed by the department
or the youth courts

{2) when a child is in foster care under the
supervision of the department or the yobuth court or if
p3yment for care is made pursuant to  41-3-106 or
41-5-831(2)s the committee shall conduct a review of the
foster care status of the <childs The review must be
conducted within a time limit established by the department.
The time limit must comply with federal law and may not be
later than the 12-month anniversary date cof the child?'s
placement into foster cares

(3) The department shall provide the committee with
guidelines for operation of the c¢commjttee. Hithin.ao days of
the foster care reviews the committee shall provide the
youth court and the dezpartment a written report of its
fFindings and recommendations for further action by the youth
court or tha department.

(4} The departwment shall adopt rules necessary to
carry out the purpeoses of this Sections

{5) Because of the individual privacy involved,
meetings of the committees reports of the committeer and
information on individuals® cases shared by commi ttee
members is confidential and subject to the confidentiality

requirements of the department.

-3~ SR 228
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(%) The committes is subject to the call of the youth
court judage to meet and confer with him on a1l motters
pertaining to the foster care of a chila before the youth
courte

Section 3. Section 41-3-%0ly MCA» 15 amencded to read:

"41=3-531s Qefinitionss (1) Any person owning ar
operating a nogme or institution into which hom= or
institution he takes any child or children fFor the purpose
of caring for them and maintaining them and for which care
and maintenance he receives money ar other consideration of
valuey and which child is neither his sons daughters nor
vwardvy-por-related-ta-him-by—hivedy shall be deemed to te an
“operator™ of a3 "foster home or boarding home™ within the
mesning of this chaptery except that this chapter shall  not
apply when any person accepts such care and custody of such
child on a2  temporary basis and simply as a tewporary
accommodation for the parent or parentss guardians or
relative of such child.

{2) The word "person” where used in this chapter shall
include any individual, paortnershipe voluntary associztions
or corporations”

Section 4., Section 41-5-80ly MCAs is amended to read:

"41-5-801. Shelter care and Foster homese {1y The
youth court may aestablish procedures for findings

marntainings and administering shelter care and foster homes

—ge SB 228
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or othar homes approved by the court for youth within the
pruovisions of this chaptere
{(2) A¥b--Foster-—homes——ertahitshed-by-ehe—yadeh—eoure

which——ore-~trcensed——by-—-the Pursuant to_ _41-3-104y the

department of social  and rehabilitation services shall se
finanecd-by-the—dapartment-as-set-forth-——in--53-2-201{1 ) tb)»

finance foster homegs _established by the youth court if:

{a)__the foster home is licensed by the department;

(b] the youth court enters into_an aqgreement with the

department _for_ the care_pf the child; and

{c) _the placement of the child is_reviewed as required

{2 The ticansed shelter care and foster homés
established under this section s5hall be funded at a rate
consistent with oather shelter care and foster homes
established for other purposes under la@- Shelter care as
defined by this c¢hapter may be funded through state
appropriation to the youth courts and the departments of
institutions and social and rehabilitation services."

Section 5s Section 53-4-112y MCAs is amended to read:

"53-4-112. Duty to strengthen child welfare services.
The department shall make provision for establishing and
strengtheniny child welfare servicess includiny protective
servicess and for care of children in licensed family foster

aumes s s-rhen-faondes--are-~avattabie--for--that--puarposey— —the

5 5% 228

58 N228/707

department-—-may-——moke-—-aqreements———for--the—--poyment--of
campenantton-for-ketping-—ehridremta——fomity--foster—-homesw

chill care _agenciess gqroup homesy or treatment Facilitiese

Payment provided under _this section_ _is__made_ _under_ _the

pravisions of _41-2-104 and [section 2l."

—tnd-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT
SENATE BILL 228

Senate Public Healthy Welfares and Safety fommittee

A statement of intent is required for this billt because
in addition to amending Sections 4]1=3-104y 41-3-501y
41=5-801, and 53-4-112y the bill creates rulemaking
authority for the Department of Social and Rehabilitation
Services to administer 3 review of childreﬁ in foster care
under the department®s supervision or for whom the
department is making payment under section 41-3-10%{(2} or
41-5-801(2})»

It is the intent of this bill to indicate the
legislatura®s support of permanency planning for children in
foster care and to direct the department to continue tis
efforts in this area. This bill is intended to encourage
reduction of the numbers of children in foster care; to
expedicently return children to their natural homes whzan
possibles or ta  free the children for alternate permanent
o1 .cements; tharedby assuring the appropriate urlization of
aubhlic  funds and that the best interest of children in
nlacement in Montana are being met by the departmentt's
pPragramne

Autemaking  is primarily necessary to implement Sectisn

? and 5ection 1 paragraph 3 of the bills These sections
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require that a foster care review committee e established
by the department and the <court to conduct reviews of
children in foster care and provide written reports to the
youth court and the department. Rules would identify which
ctrilgren are to be revieweds and would list precisely what
information is to be shared with the review committees when
the committees are to conduct businesss what the geographic
district will consist ofs the general guidelines for the
committees' operations the time limitations for conducting
the reviewse and who may participate in the review. As for
the information to be reporteds the rultes will ask For:

{1} summary reports of the review to include the
recommendations of the committee regarding the continuation
or discontinuation of foster care and reasons; treatment
needs of the child; and court action;

{2) sufficient information to allow the tracking of
the reviewsi to facilitate: follow-up servicesy compliance
with court ordersy agency decisionsy and response to
committee recommendations; and to provide necessary reports
on the department®s foster care programa

First adopted by the Senate Public Health, Welfarey and

Safety Committee on February 9. 1981,

-2



4Tth teqistature

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
2z
23
24

25

$B 0228,03

SENATE BILL NO. 228
INTRODUCED BY REGANs OLSON
BY REQUEST OF

THE DEPARTHENT GF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO AMEND LAWS RELATING

TO FOSTER CARE BY¥-—CEAREFYING FACILITIES; _TO CLARIFY

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAYMENT FOR CHELDREN PLACED IN

FOSTER CARE FACILITIES; TO REQUIRE COURT REVIEW OF CHILDREN

IN FOSTER PLACEMENTS THROUGH A FOSTER CARE REVIEW COMMITTEE;
AMENDING SECTIONS 41~3-104» 41-3-501, 41~-5-801y AND

53-4-112s MCA.™

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section &1-3-104, MChs i5 amended to read:
"41-3-104. Payment for support of youth in nesd of
care ~-- reimbursement by county. {l] Whenever agreements are
entered into by the department of-seociatl-and-rehabirtitation
services for placing a youth in need of care in a licensed
family foster homes child care agencys group homes Or
private treatment facititye the department shall pay by its
check or draft each month from any funds appropriated for
that purpose the entire amount agreed upon for boarde
clothings personal needsy and room of sweh the children.

{2} Dn or before the 20th of ¢ach month the deuartment
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shall present o claim to the county of residence of auveh the
children for one—half-the-payments—so-made—during-the-month

THE CDUNTY'S PORTION _DF THE PAYMENT AS_ _DEYERMINED BY _THE

DEPARTMENT. THE_COUNTY*S PORTION_SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE-HALF

THE NONFEGERAL SHARE. The county must make reimbursement to

the department within 20 days after swekh the claia is
presentedas

{3) The department shall conduct or arrande_for the

review required under [section 2] of & chiltd placed in _a

licensed family foster homes child care agencys _groug homes

or _treatment faciljty if the chjld _is placed under_ the

supervision of the department or placed by the department or

the department pays_For_ the care of the child as__setr_ forth

1n_this_section.™

NEW SECTIONe Section 2. Faster care review committees
(1} In every geographie JUDICIAL district estabiished-by-the
department—-af--social-—and--rehabittitation-—servicesy the

department-and the youth court JUDGE, IN__ CONSULTATION MWITH

THE DEPARTMENT shall appoint a foster care review

committees. The members of the committee must be willing to
act without compensations The committee shall be composed of
not less than &three FIVE or more than seven memberse The
members shall include:

{a) a representative of the department who-shedt-cheir

the-—ecommittee;

-2=- 58 228

THIRD READING
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{b) a representative of the youth court; and

(c} someene knowledgeable .in the needs of childrem 4n
foster care placements who is not employed by the department
or the youth court=j AND

40) THE SUPERINTENDENT OR HIS DESIGNEE OF THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT WHERE THE CHILD IS5 TO BE PLACED.

{21 HWhen a chila is in foster care under the
supervision of the department or the youth court or if
payment for care is made pursuant to 41-3-104 or
%1-5~801(2)e the committee shall conduct a review of the
foster care status of the <child. The review must be
conducted within a time limit established by the departmenta
The time Jimit must comply with federal law and may not be
later than the 12-month anniversary date of the child's
placement into foster care.

{3} The departmeat shall provide the committee with
guidelines for operation of the comnittee. RHithin 30 days of
the foster care reviews the committee shall provide the
youth court and the department a written report of its
findings .and recommendations for further action by the youth
£ourt or the. department.

{%#] The department shall adopt rules necessary to
carry out the purposes of this secgione.

{5) Secause of the individual privacy involveds

mectings of the committees reports of the committeee and

-3 58 228
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information on individuals® cases shared by committee
mewbers is confidential and subject te the confidentiality
requirements of the departmsent.

{6) The committee is subject to the call of the youth
court judge to meet and confer with him on al1 matters
pertaining to the faster care of a child before the youth
courte

Saction 3. Section 41-3-501s MCAs is amended to read:

"41-3-5Q0i. DQefinitions. (1) Any person owning or
operating a home or iastitution into which home or
institution he takes any child or children for the purpose
of caring for them and maintaining them and for which care
angd maintenance he receives money or other consideration of
value, and which child is neither his sone daughters nor
war dy—-nor—reisted-to-hin—by-diootdy shall be deemed to be an
"operator® . of a "foster home or boarding home™ within the
meaning of this chapter, except that this chapter shall not
apply when any person accepts such care and custody of such
child on a temporary basis and simply as & temporary
accomamodation for the parent oOr pareatss guardians oF
relative of such child.

{2) The word “person™ where used in this chapter shall
include any individuale parteerships voluntary associations
or carporation.™

Section 4. Section 41-5-80ts MCA,y is awended to read:

-y 58 228
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“41-5-801l. Shelter care and foster homess (1) The
youth court may establish procedures for fFindinge
maintainings and administering shelter care end foster homes
or other homes approvad by the court for youth within the
provisions of this chapter.

12}y Adi-fester-homes-established-by-—the -youth——court

whieh-———are—~t+censed-—by——the Pursuant 1o 41-3-104e the

department of social and rehabilitation services shall pme
financed-—by-—the-deportment—as- set- forth-1n-53—~2-26+¢t1 ¥ tbiv

finance foster homes established by the youthr court if:

(a)_the foster home is_licensed by the department:

{b} __the youth court enters into an_agreement with_ _the

department for the care of the child; ang

{c) _the placement of the child_is reviewed as required
by {section_2Js

{3) The ticensed shelter care and foster homes

established under this section shall be funded at a rate
consistent with other shelter care and foster homes
established for other purposes under lawe Shelter care as
defined by this <hapter may be funded through state
appropriation to the youth courts and the departments of
institutions and social and rehabilitation services."
Saction 5. Section 53-4-112+ MCA, is amended to reads
"*53-4-112. Duty to strengthen child welfare servicess

The department shall make provision for esteblishing and

-5a 3 22A

~ o
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strengthening child welfare servicess including protective
servicesy and for care of children in licensed family foster
homes sy w—-When--fonds——are-—arattoble——for--that-purposevr—the
departmeant-—may--make——agreement s—-Ffor———the-——-paymenet———of
compensation-—~fer—-keeping-—chridren—in~fomtiy—foster—homess

chilg care_agenciess group homesy or treatment facilitjess

Payment provided under_ _this section is made under_the

provisions of 41-3-104 and [section_23}."

-End~-

~ & SH 22a
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STATEMENT OF INVENT
SENATE BILL 228

Senate Public Healths Welfares and Safety Lommittee

A statement of intent is required for this bill because
in adgition to amending sections 41-3-104, 41-3-501,
41-5-B0%s and S3-4-112» the bill creates rulemaking
authority for the Department of Social and Rehabilitation
Services to administer 3 review of children in foster care
under the department®s supervision or for whom the
department is making paywment under section 4#1-3-104(2) or
41-5-801(2}.

It is the intent of this -biil to i1ndicate the
legislature®s support of permanency plaaning for children in
foster care and to direct the departwent to continue its
efforts in this area. This bill is intended +to0 encourage
reduction of the numbers of children in foster care; to
expediently return children to their natural homes when
possibley or to free the children for aliternate permanent
placements; thereby assuring the appropriate utilization of
public funds and that the best interest of children in
placement in Montana are being met by the dJdepartment®s
programae

Rulemaking is primarily necessary to implement Section

2 and SUBSECTION (3} OF Section 1l paragreph—3 of the billa
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These sactions require that a foster care review committee
be established by the—-department-and the court to conduct
reviews of children in foster care and provide written
reports to the youth court and the department. Rules would
identify which children are to be reviewed, and would list
precisely what information is to be shared with the review
committees when the committees are to conduct businesss what
the---geographic——distriet-——witl—consist--ofy the general
guidelines for the commjttees? operationy the time
timitations for conducting the reviewss and who may
participate in the reviewe As for the information to be
reporteds the rules will ask for:

{1) summary reports of the review to  include the
recommendations of the committee regarding the continuation
or discontinuation of foster care and reasons: treatment
needs of the child; and court action;

(2} sufficient information to allow the tracking of
the reviews; to facilitate: follow-up servicese compliance
with «court orderss agency decisionss and response to
committee recommendations; and tuv provide necessary reports
on the department's foster care programe

First adopted by the Senate Public Health, Welfares and

Safety Committee on February 9y 1981.

-2
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1 SENATE BILL NO. 228 L {2) ©On or before the 20th of each month the department
2 INTRCOUCED BY REGANy OLSON 2 shall present a claim to the county of residence of sueh the
3 BY REQUEST OF 3 children Ffor one—hetf—the—poaysents-so—made—during-the-month
4 THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 4 NO_MORE_THAN ONE-HALF THE PAYMENTS_SOD_MADE DURING THE _MONTH
] 5 FHE——COUNTIL S— PARTEON-—BF - ~FHE- PAYMENT-AS-DETEAMINED—BY—FHE
[ A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO AMEND LAWS RELATING [ BEPARFHENTw— FHE-COUNTYAS-PERTIEN -SHALL -NEGF——EXREEED——BNE-HALF
T FO  FOSTER CARE BH¥--CLARIFYyING FACILITIES; _TO _CLARIFY 7 FHE--NENFEBERAL -SHARE. The county must make reimbursement to
8 FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAYMENT FOR CHILDREN PLACED IN 8 the department within 20 days after aoemh the claim i§s
9 FOSTER CARE FACILITIES; 7O REQUIRE COURT REVIEW OF (HILDREN 9 presenteda
10 IN FOSTER PLACEMENTS THROUGH A FOSTER CARE REVIEW COMMITTEE; 10 {3)__The_ depariment shall_conduct or_arrange for_ the
11 AMENDING SECTEIONS 41-3=104sy 41-3-S01s 41-5-801, AND 11 review required under [section 21 of a c¢child_ placed in__a
12 53—6-112+ MCA.™ 12 licensed family foster homey child carg_agencys Qroup homep
13 13 or treatment facility if the child_ s placed under the
14 BE [T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 14 supervision_of the department or placed by the department or
15 Sectian L« Section 41-3-104s MCAy is amended to read: 15 the department_ _pays for the care of the child as set forth
L6 "41-3-104. Payment for support of youth in need of 16 in_this section.®
17 care —— reimbursemsent by county. {l) Whenever agreements are 17 NEW_SECYION. Section 2. Foster care review committec.
18 entered into by the department ef-secial-and-reahabilitation 18 {1) In every geoqraphit JUDICIAL district estabiished-by-the
19 aervices OF SOCTAL AND REHABIL ITATION SERVICES For placing a 19 department——-of--sactat-——and—rehabitrtatton——servicesy the
20 youth in need of care in a licensed family foster home 20 deparement——and the youth court JUDGEs IN CONSULTATION WITH
21 child care agencys group homes ©F private treatment 21 THE__DEPARTMENTs shall appoint a foster care review
zz facilitys the department shall pay by its check or draft 22 committees. The members of the committee must be willing ro
23 each month from any funds appropriated for that purpose the 23 act without compensatione The committee shall be composed of
24 entire amount agreed upon Ffor boards clothings personal 24 not Yess than three EIVE FOUR Or more than Seven aemberse
25 needse and room of swveh the childrens 25 The members shall include:
-2 58 228
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(a) & representative of the department who-shed¥—cheir
the-committee;

{b) @& representative of the youth court; and

{c) someone knowledgeable in the needs of children in
foster care placements who is not employed by the department
or the youth courtsj; AND

{D) _ FHE-SUPERENTENDENT-BR-HIS-DESEIENEE—OF ~-FHE--SEHOOL

DESFRECF - ~WHERE~~FHE—CHELD- 1 5-FO-BE-PLACEDw A REPRESENTATIYE

OF A LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRAICT.

(2) when a child is in foster care under the
supervision of the department or the youth court or if
payment - for care is made pursuant to 41-3—-104 or
41-5-801(2)sy the committee shall conduct a review of the
foster care status of the childs The review wmust be
conducted within & time limit establjshed by the departmente
The time limit must comply with federal 1aw and may not be
later than the 12-month anniversary date of the child's
placement into foster care.

{3} The department shall provide the committee with
guidelines for operation of the committess Mithin 30 days of
the foster care reviewsy the committee shall  prowvide the
youth cowrt and the department a written report of its
findings and recommendations for further action by the youth
court or the department.

[{4%) The department ' shall addpt rules necessary to

-3 s3 228
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carry out the purposes of this sections

{5) Because of the individual privacy involveds
meetings of the committees vrepuorts of the committeey and
information on individuals' cases shared by <omamittee
members 15 confidential and subject to the confidentiality
requirements of the department.

(6) The committee is subject to the call of the youth
Court judga to meet and confer with him on all mattars
pertaining to  the foster care of a child before the youth
CoOurts

Section 3. Section 41-3~501y MCA, is amended to read:

“61-3-501. Definitions. (1) Any person owning or
operating a home or institution into which home or
institution he takes any child or children for the purpose
of caring for them and maintaining them and for which care
and wmaintenance he receives money or other consideration of
values and which child is neither his sons daughtery aor
war dy——nor—retsted-to-hin-by-bisady shall be deemed to be an
"operator® of a "foster home or boarding home™ within the
meaning of this chapters except that this chapter shall not
apply when any person accepts such care and custody of such
child on a temporary basis and simply as a temporary
accommodation for the parent or parentsy gQuardiane or
relative of such childe

{2) The word "person® where ysed in this chapter shall

—ge sa zz8
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include any individuals partnerships voluntary association,
ar corporation.™

Section &a Section %1-5-801y MCAy is amended to read:

¥41-5-801. Shelter care and foster homess (1) The
youth court may establish procedures for findings
maintainings and administering shelter care and foster homes
or other homes approved by the court for youth within the
provisions of this chaptera.

(2)  Ati-forter-homes-estshiHahed-by—-the-—youth——-court

which-—-—are--}ticensed——by——etive Pursuant_to_ _41-3-104y the

department of social and rehabilitation services shall pe
financed -~y ——the—deparetpent-as-ser-forth-in—53-2-201 ¢t1} thiv

finance_fostar homes establjshed by the youth court if:

fa}_ the foster home js_lictensed by the department;

(b} the youth court enters into an_agreement ACCORDING

YO FEDERAL REGULATIONS with _the depactment for the core

PLACEMENT of the-ehitd CHILDREN; end

fc) _the placement of the child is_reviewed 35 requjred

by [section_2]i AND

{0) THE YOUTH_ LOURT RETAINS SUPERVISION OF _YHE CHILD

N PLACEMENT.
{3) The licensed shelter care and foster homes
established under this section shalil be funded at a rate
consistent with other shelter care andg foster homes

established for other purposes under law. Shelter care as

—5— s8 228
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defined by this <chapter ®say be funded through state
appropriation to the youth <courts and the departments of
institutions and social and rehabilitation services.”
Section Se Section 53-4-112+ MCAy is amended to read:
"53-4-112. Duty to strengthen child welfare services.
The department shall make provision for  establishing and
strengthening child welfare servicess including protective
servicesy and for care of children in licensed family fnster
homesy s-When-funds--ara--available-—-for--that-——purposey——-the
deportwment——-—may---make—--agreements———for——the -—payment-—of
compensation-for—keeping-chitdranin-—famity--foster—-—homness

child care _agenciesy group homess or treatment facilities.

fayment provided _under__this section _is made_ under _the

provisjons of 41-3-104 and [sectjon 21"

~End-
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HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO SBR 228
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE HQUSE
March 13, 1931

1. Page l, line 18.
Following: "department"
Insert: "of social and rehabilitation services"

2. Page 2, line 2.
Following: "for" _
Insert: "no more than one-half the payments so made during the month."

3. Page 2, lines 3 through 5.
Strike: amended language

4. Page 2, line 22,

Following: "¢hree”
Strike: "FIVE"
Insert: "four"

5. Page 3, line 5.

Following: "(D)"
Strike: text of subsection (D)
Insert: "a representative of a local school district."

6. Page 5, line 12.
Following: "agreement"
Insert: "according to federal regulations"

7. Page 5, line 13.

Fellowing: "for the"
Strike: "care"

Insert: "placement”
Following: "gf"

Strike: "the child"
Insert: "children"
Following: "the child;"
Strike: "and"

8. Page 5, line 15.
Following: " [section 21"

1]

Insert: ; and (d) the youth court retains supervision of the
child in placement"



HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO STATEMENT OF INTENT FOR SB 228
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE '
March 13, 1981

1. Page 1, line 25.
Following: "and"

Insert: "subsection (3) of"
Following: "Section 1"
Strike: "paragraph 3"

2. Page 2, line 2.
Following: "by"
Strike: "the department and"

3. Page 2, lines 7 and 8.
Following: "business,"
Strike: "what the geographic district will consist of,"



