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LAWS; DEFINING SLOT MACHINESt FREE-PLAY PINBALL MACHINES, 

AND FREE-PLAY CONSOLE MACHINES; ALLOWING THE KEEPIHG AND 

PLAYING OF FREE-PLAY PINBALL MACHINES AND FREE-PLAY CONSOLE 

MACHINES; AND CLARIFYING NHAT ARE AUTHORIZED CARD GAMESt 

RAFFLESt AND BINGO; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-5-101t 23-5-102, 

23-5-302, AND 23-5-411t MCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-5-101• MCA, is aaended to read: 

•23-5-101. Definitions. Cll A slot machine Is defined 

as e an¥ •achine. apparatus. or deylce that-iS operated by 

inserting e OL--depgsitin~gc by placjng wjth aootheL 

person. an~ coin 7 token, chip, trade check, or paper 

currency& ~re+n--~y-~he-p+eyer-end-frem-~he-p~ey-ef-Wh+eh 

he-ob~e+ns-o~ay-e~e•ft ~ac_gbject jf, as a reault__gf 

SU~ operation by reason of any·eJem•nt of chance• the user 

aay recejye_gL-bec~ gntitled__tg money, checks, chips, 

tokens. or paper currency redee•able in money or anything_Qf 

yalue. J rresMctiye of Mbi::t.b~_magu_pe, apparat~.QJ: 

d~l~e-ma¥s_aoart frge any element of chances also ~11 

llcl.il!UL.J:I.t:-'l=-liKI!lil~D~.lU.<..JU:_gther taog I bJ L!l.r: 
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intanglbla__,hipg pf yalue, MePehend+~.--~+~eeeh+ftes 

vhere-~he-e+e.en~--of--ehenee--does--~--e~er--+n•o--~fte~ 

e~~+on--ere--fto~--w+~h+n--~fte--praw+s+ans-~-~s-pe~w 4 

free-play pinball machine or free-play cgosole wachioa is 

ngt a slgt wacblne• 

(2) In addition to thalr ordinary meaning, the words 

•person• or •persons•, as used in this part, include both 

natural and artificial persons and all partnerships, 

corporations, associations, clubs. fraternal orders, and 

societies, including religious. ~raternalt and charitable 

organizations. 

LJJ__A free-play__p.iobA1!_-8Akbio• is ~efio•d as a 

W@Cbioe that__upoo the iO$@Ctigo Of QOe__QC WQCe cojos 

alu~!LJlLIIl!J:LhJUJs, to be pcwelled bX aeaos gL._a 

plunger. for use of the player. upon the • 
~tain scores llbta•oiog of 

or cpmbjoatloos of numbP.cs. 
rewards ~be l' the machine 

p ayer with a s ecj . P f•ed number of f ree games. 

allgwtng the player to continue tg play the wachine without 

~e__losertion of addjtional coips or tokens. The free=Pla¥ 

JliDtlall mach! oe_max_ogLg,u out e i theL,W~:ab--ll.r:-..t.lll!&uL..awl 

11111 fte'l ga""':i.JlLJHti nts aCC\lliiiiLIU~~l.ax&.r:-m.iU-DSI.t 

be redeemable jn money. merchandise• or anythlpg__gf yalue. 

~-'- free=play console__m~ Is defined as a 

fi~~.-JifUJl.aois• of which Is epr:::ased__i.o_a__w~ 

meta], or _Qlastjc cabioet£-Mltb a backboard ypon wbjcb ace 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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~ain combinations of ~C~~ls that -ihe--PlaxBL 

mus~ __ matcb. The iosertjgn gf one or mgce ~ojns oc tqkens by 

the p1a¥~~ tbe mechanism and caysea_ two or more 

Lee]s to spio._lf_the reels stop go spetjfigd cqmbinations• 

aat£blng_Lhosg on the backboArds the_ machine ~~__tbe 

~ wj~b a~klfled number gf frae gaaest allgwjng the 

~X§L_~_kgntjoue to play the machjoe wjthout tbe insertjoo 

af-8dd~~os oc toke~The free-play console aacbjge 

JIUil~~her c;ash or~ and the fcu_gue gr 

AQiois__accumulated by the player may not be redeemable jo 

money• wercbandlse£_QL-4QXtbiog of yalye.• 

Section 2. Section 23-5-102• MCA• is amended to read: 

•23-5-102. Ga.Oling prohibited-- penalty. LLl Except 

as otherwise provided by law, a pe~son who engages in 

ga•bling in any for11 wfth- cards, dice, or other l11plements 

or devices o~ any kind wherein anything valuable may be 

wagered upon the outcome or Hho keeps any establishment, 

place, equip~nt• or apparatus for such ga•bling or any 

agents or e•ployees for such purpose is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine of not less than 

SlOO or more than $ltOOO or imprisonment not less than 3 

aonths or more than 1 year or by both such fine and 

23 i•prlson~nt. 

2~ 121 Subsectiqn 11) dQes not ocoblbit-tbe keeping QC 

25 U}a~gf_frao-play pinball •a~bjnes or__t~ee-play cgnsgle 
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Section 3. Section 23-5-302, MCA, is a•ended to read: 

•23-5-302. Definitions• As used in this part and 

unless the context requires otherwise, the following terms 

or phrases have the following •eanings: 

(l) •Authorized card qame• means any card game 

permitted by this part~_d~-DRt-lnclude a~aL~ 

Qlax~nL_by· pr wLtn-any •acbiae. apQaratys. e1ecL£goi~ 

~ice• or other iostruaeot. 

(2, •card ga.a• •eans any game played Rx-and between 

Lkg_QL_poce persons with playing cards for which the prize 

is money or any itea of value.• 

Section 4. Section 23-5-411, MCA• is amended to read: 

•23-5-411. Bingo and raffles authorized• Conducting or 

participating in games of chance as defined in 23-S-402 and 

in accordance with the provisions of this part is lawful~ 

e~t-tbat-l%~_uolawful for ~ person to cajntajn 0£ 

guecgte any •acbin¢• apparatus. electrgnjc_deyjcg. or othe~ 

LoAt~u•ent that Purports tg si•ulate tbos• games of chance 

defined jn 2]-S:!QZ.• 

-End-
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Commi~~•• on Judiciary 

without recommendation 

On motion placed on second 
reading 

1 No • ..?.Jz 
2 rJTROOUCED BY 

/(!/ail !JPV c {A/t1lis A BILL FOR AN ENTITLED: 
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LAWS; DEFINING SLOT IIACHINES• FREE-PLAY PINBALL IIACHIN.ES, 

AND FREE-PLAY CONSOLE IIACHINES; ALLOWING THE KEEPING AND 

PLAYING OF FREE-PLAY PINBALL IIACHINES AND FREE-PLAY CONSOLE 

MACHINES; AND CLARIFYING WHAT ARE AUTHORIZED CARD GAMES• 

RAFFLES, AND BINGO; AIIENDING SECTIONS 23-5-101, 23-5-102, 

23-5-302• AND 23-5-411• IICA·• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ST~TE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-5-101• HCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-101. Definitions. {1) A slot machine Is defined 

as e an¥ Machine• agpara~L-DC device that_~ operated by 

inserting e gL__dgpo$1ting• or__b¥~ing__witb-auaxheL 

person. anx coin, token, chip• trade check. e~ paper 

currency& ~fte~e+n--by-~he-~eyer-end-~ro.-~he-~+ey-ef-wh+ch 

he-~e+ne-~r-.ey-~b~e+n ~~ob!gct jf£-A$_a_t~lt__gt 

~u£b __ ape£~ by reason of-an¥-eleeent pf cbao~the yser 

ID.al'-LJI~l!!:-9Lbll.l;lllllt--JUUillll!l __ tl! money, checks, chlps 9 

tokens, or paper currency redeeMable in money QL-9n¥tbiog_nf 

~~· irrespec~£__gf~tbeL-tbe machjn~aQRALat~~OL 

dlll!l~mil¥>.-~iU::.LfUliL;m)t_cl.ell<mt of chance, ~~!% 

~li!L!U:.o.-l!J::_QOI!ilm:t_mgllll¥1-ll~bilruli.l;.ll..l.-llL-l!:tll.eJ::J.a!UiiiUL.o..t 
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Lntangiblg__thing gf __ ~. Ke~efteftd+~e--yena+n~-.aeh+n~ 

where-~he-e+~nt--of--ehenee--do~--~--en~--+n~e--~he+r 

epe~e~+on--ere--"~~---~h+n--the--pre•T~+en~-ef-~$-pBP~• A 

free-ulay pinball aac:hine or free-play con:;,g]e aachjoe is 

~ll..llsi.LJI;H;bill&a 

(21 In addition to their ordinary •eaning, the words 

•person• or •persons•, as used in this partt include both 

natural and artificial persons and all partnerships, 

corporations, associations, elubs, fraternal orders, and 

societies, i,ncluding religious, fraternal, and charitable 

organizations. 

LJI A frge-play__alDbAll_~loe Is defjged ~ 

macblne-_lbat--uRQD tbe Insertion of one oc •ore cojos 

.r;de~~DLilr.-JDSlLeJla.lls. to be propelled-llX-Iteans of a 

.pluQ.O!:L..L._fllL~-of the player. llpgn the_Slbtaining gf 

~aio_~QLBS__QL_ cpabjnatloos gf numbers. the wachlpe 

J:.elta.[jj.s._ the player wjtb a specjfjed number of free gaaes. 

allQwing the player tp_£pntjnue 10-Rl~y the •a~joe vitbgut 

tbe__In~tiao __ af_addjtiopal coins O£_tokens. The free=P14¥ 

llillbiilL!ruls;biwLlllii¥Jil!.LI!J!X-2Y.LdtlulLJ;;uiiL-li.J::_ tgkeos aod 

tlul __ fLee _ _g~_ar:_Rl!lo~~~~~~-bx_thg_player may_ol!t 

~deemable jo mopey. m~rcbaodi~~tbing__gf yaJue. 

li! _ _! _ _i~la¥ coosple machjne~__gg~~ 

macblDfl.s._t~ mecban I sm of wh 1 Cb--l.s enc ased_in_a_-"'~ 

meuh _ _gJ::_-!2ll.:itiL~:.<~IliD!~.b-llli~.biii;kboar d uppo wb i ~ 

_
2

_ S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
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~rtaln cgwbinatigos gf numbers or svahols that the ulaxe~ 

•ust match. The in1ertign of one or mgre c~QL_igkeos h¥ 

the player releases the aechanis• apd causes two or -dQLe 

reels tg spin. If the rgeli stgp on specifjed cgmbloatjgns• 

aat~blng those go the hackbQard. tbe macblne__c~rds _the 

~- "jth a soecifl.ed-lllllllul.Lof free gase:i£..iill.o.ldD~ 

~ to contioue_to play the machine wjthgut the jnseLtLQo 

Qf additional coins or tgkens._Tbe freg-play cRa&Qle macbjne 

may not pa¥ ovt-Altber cash gr tokens and tbg fL&e__game or 

points ac&ymvlated by the player may got be [ideemable jo 

JIIADeY• rpercbandl sew w:_aontJing of xa.l..u£..11 

Section 2. Section 23-5-102, MCA• is amended to read: 

•23-5-102. Gaabling prohibited --penalty. ~ Except 

as otherwise provided by law. a person who engages in 

gaMbling in any form with cards, dice, or other implements 

or devices of any kind wherein anything valuable may be 

wagered upon the outco•e or who keeps any establishment. 

place, equip-ant. or apparatus for such ga•bllng or any 

agents or employees for such purpose Is guilty of a 

misd .. eanor and is punishable by a 'ine of not less than 

.5&00 ow .. ,. •. -n $>.l:~OOO,·or lmprlson•ent not less than 3 

aonths or •ore than 1 year or by both such fine and 

23 i•prisonMent. 

2~ (2) Subfectioo Ill does not pegbibit-the keeping gc 

2S pJayJog of free-play pinball MA(,bioes pr free:Qla¥ $qDSgle 

-3-
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Section 3. section 23-5-302, MCA, is amended to read: 

•23-5-302. Definitions• As used in this part and 

unless the context requires otherwisew the following terms 

or phrases have the following •eanings: 

(1) •Authorized card game• means any card game 

permitted by this part£-but_does opt i~luae any card game 

Rlaxed on. byt pr with any machine. apparatus. electtQQ!k 

dey!ce. or other iostruwent• 

(2) •Card ga•e• •eans any ga•e played Qx_and between 

~_gc_more persons with playing cards for which the prize 

is money or any ite• of value.• 

Section 4, Section Z3-5-~llt MCA, is amended to read: 

•23-5-411. Bingo and raffles authorized• Conducting or 

participating in games of chance as defined in 23-5-402 and 

in accordance with the provisions of this part is lawful& 

u.c.e_~_:tb..u._l:t i $ upl;awful fw: a person tg malntajn gr 

gpecat• an, •achjae, apparatyss e1ectrgnic deyice. or-..Q.t.b.e.c 

inA!Lueent Sbat purports tg simulate tbgse games pf chance 

defined in 23-5-40~.• 

-End-

-4-


