
SENATE BILL NO. 216 

INTRODUCED BY s. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

January 20, 1981 

,January 28, 1981 

February 11, 1981 

February 12, 1981 

February 13, 1981 

February 14, 1981 

February 16, 1981 

February 17, 1981 

l'-1arch 19, 19tH 

Harch 27, 1981 

March 30, 1981 

March 31, 1981 

lN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
committee on State Adminis
tration. 

Rereferred to Committee on 
Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, 33J Noes, 13. 
Transmitted to HOuse. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

C~ittee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurre<'l in. 

On motion rules suspended and 
bill allowed to be transmitted 
on 71st legislative day. Motion 
adopted. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. Ayes, 74t Noes, 23. 



April 1, 19fH 

April 3, 1981 

April 6, 1981 

IN THE SENATE 
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Returned from House with 
amendments. 

Second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

· Third reading, 
concurred in. 
Noes, 0. Sent 

amendments 
Ayes, 47, 
to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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~3ILLNO.~ 
-~~) --------------INTRODUCED BY 

BY ~EOUEST-OF THe LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COf!MITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "A~ ACT TO DELETE THE 

?EQUIREMENT THAT !EFORE BEING PAID SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 

AND DISTRICT COURT JUDGES FILE AN AFFIDAVIT THAT NO MATTERS 

8 BEFO~E THEi'1 HAVE BEEN PEC!DING FOR OVER 90 DAYS; AMEN::liNG 

9 SECTIO~ 3-2-104o MCA; REPEALING SECTIO~ 3-5-212; _.1\ND 

10 PROVIDI~G AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

11 

12 3E IT E~IACTED SY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STHE OF t~ONTA~IA: 

13 

14 

15 

Section 1. Section 3-2-104, ~CA, is amended to read: 

"3-2-104• Salaries -- e~~~dev+t-~eqtt*~e~--fe~--~eyme~t 

ex?enses. (1) The salaries of justices of the supr~me 

16 court are provided for in 2-16-405. 

17 t~t--f"e-~~et~-e~d~~e~-~"e~~--~e~--d~aw--~--werrent--+n 

1~ ~ayme"~--of-~he-~erv+ee~-e#-~~y-j~~~+~e-ef-~he-~~~~~e-eou~t 

19 un~+t-~ueh-jH~t+ee-~hef?-newe--f+fed--w+~h--t~e--cud+tor--en 

20 eff+d~Y+~--thet-"e-eeu~eT-met+e~y-~¥-etne~-~~eee~d+"~-Tn-hT~ 

21 eou~~-reme+n~-pe~~~ftq-~ft~-~~ee+a~S-fe~-fl-~~~+e~-e~-~e--d~1~ 

2L cTter-tne-~eme-~he+t-neve-~e~n-~h~+t~e6-fo~-eee+~~e~-Hft~e~~ 

23 e~~~rt+ty-e~-~+e~n~~~-1he~•-neve-+n~er•enedw 

24 

25 

t3t!Zl Actucl and necessary travel expenses of the 

justices of the supreme court shall be the travel expenses 7 

1 

2 
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4 
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6 

LC 1391/01 

as defined and provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, 

incurred in the performance of their official ·duties." 

Section .z. f',epeal er. Section 3-5-ZI2, Me .a.. is 

repealed. 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

pass~ge and approval. 

-End-

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
-2-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

INTRODUCfD BY 
~~~ 

---------------
BY ~EQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO DELETE THE 

~EQUIREMENT THAT 8EFDRE BEING PAID SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 

AND DISTRICT COURT JUDGES FILE AN AFFIDAVIT THAT NO MATTERS 

8 BEFORE THEM HAVE BEEN PENDING FOR OVER 90 DAYS; AMENDING 

9 SECTIO~ 3-2-104, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 3-15-Z12i AND 

10 PROVIDl~G AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

11 

12 3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

13 Section 1. Section 3-2-104, ~CA, is amended to ~ead: 

14 "3-2-104• Salaries -- ef++~ev+~-reqa~r~e--for--pey~ent 

l ~ ex,:.en~es.. (1) The salaries of ju~tices of the suprem~ 

16 court are provided for in 2-16-405· 

17 t@t--~ne-~~~~e-~ud+te~-she~~--ftet--dPew--e--w8rren~--+ft 

18 ~eyme~~--~-~e-~ervTees-ef-e"y-jas~+~e-ef-~ne-s~preme-eeHrt 

19 ~ft~Tt-~~e~-ja~~+ee-~he~t-heve--~+~ed--wf~h--~he--ftu6+tor--eft 

20 e~~~ev+~--~het-fte-ee~~ey-me~Teny-er-o~h~r-proeeed+"~-+n-h+~ 

21 ee~~~-~emeTft~-peftftT"~-e"d-Hneee+~~a-~or-e-~er+e~-o~-96--ft~y5 

22 ft~~e~-~he-~eme-~he~+-fte¥e-he~ft-~hm+tted-fo~-de~+s+o~-un+~s~ 

23 ee~u~+ty-or-~Tek"e~~-~hel~-heYe-+"~e~vefted. 

24 t~tLZl Actual and necessary travel expenses of the 

25 justices of the supreme court shall be the travel exp~nses 9 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

LC l391f01 

as defined and provided in 2-19-501 through 2-18-503, 

incurred in the performance of their official duties.• 

Section .2:. r,epeal er. Section 3-5-Zl?.t MCAt is 

repealed. 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-

-2- SECOND R E A D I N G 

58 ::t./6 
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INTR<JDUClD DY _t.~.r· -~~=----------------
1\Y q_EQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVe AUDIT CQMMITHE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO DELETE THE 

~EQUIREMENT THAT BEFORE BEING PAID SUPRE~E COURT JUSTICES 

AND DISTRICT COURT JUDGES FILE AN AFFIDAVIT THAT NO MATTERS 

8 ~EFORE THEM HAVE BEEN PENDING FOR OVER 90 DAYS; AMENDING 

9 SECTIO~ 3-2-104• MCA; REPEALING SECTION 3-5-212; AND 

10 PRDVIDI~G AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

ll 

12 3E IT DIACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTA''A: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Section 1. Section 3-2-104, ~CA, is .-1m-ended to rc<:td: 

"3-2-104• Salaries -- Bf~fdev+~-Pequ+Pe~--~~p--~eyme"t 

ex?enses. (1) The salaries of justices of the supreme 

court are provided for in 2-16-405. 

17 t~t--~he-s~ete-e~8+~e~-~"e++--"o~--d~ew--~--werren~--+" 

10 pe:yment--e'f-~he-!lle,.v+ee'!t-e.f-e.,y-:ftt!t+:.f.ee-ef-~fote-~npremt--eeart 

19 tt~t+l-~ae~-jtl~t+ee-~he~~-~ewe--f+~ed--w+~ft--tfte--ead+ter--en 

20 efffdev+~--~het-ne-eett§eT-met+eftT-e~-e~heP-p~eee~d~~~-+n-h+~ 

21 eour~-remet"~-pen~~n~-en~-ttn~ee+~~e-~e~-e-~e~~e~-of-~9--daT~ 

2~ efter-tne-seme-she+l-heye-be~n-sttb~+~~eff-fo~-ee~+s+e~-aR~~~~ 

23 e~~H~+ty-o~-~Tek"~~~-1he~~-he¥e-+nte~•enedy 

24 t31iZl Actudl and necessary travel expenses of th~ 

25 j~stices of the supreme court shall be the travel exp~nses9 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

,: 

LC 1391/01 

as defined and provided In 2-18-501 through 2-lB-503. 

incurred in the performance of their official duties.• 

~P.c.tion L• r._~pe.el er. 

repealed. 

Section 3. Effective 

passage and approval. 

Section 3-5-21?' 

date. 

-End-

-2-

This act is 

T H I R D 
C.:c ,.-., 
~<-~-/ ~ 

MCA• is 

effective on 

R E A D I N G 
;;;., I(. 
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SENAIE BILL NO. 216 

INTRODUCED BY So BROWN 

uY REOU:OST OF THE lEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMHI fTEE 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO OELHE THE 

PEQUIREMENT THAT BEFORE BEING PAlO SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 

AND 9ISTRICT COURT JUDGES FILE AN AFFIDAVIT THAT NO HATTERS 

BEFORE THEH HAVE BEEN PENDING FOR OVER 90 CAYS; RE~~~~ 

A FF !Q.!Y.!!_f~- 1'1 A!!£ RS _ __f!~D I NG__Qy~!L_2Q~u_!ROtlQ I NG~ 

f\EF£BRAL_!_Q_! .. E~Q!u.!i_ll,!NOARQL!OHMI SS lO!!_.!!tQ __ f.Q!L THE 

W!T~HO~Q!~OF_~AL.!f\!i AHENOING SEe+raN ~ECTIONi 3-2-104 AND 

1:2=~!1• HCl; RePEAt~N6--5Etfi9N-~~~+i~ ANU PROVIDING AN 

!HMEJIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-2-104, HCA, is aMended to red~: 

"3-2-LC4. Salaries a~~~a•t~-req~t~ed-for-~dy~~ 

expen~e~. (1) The salarie~ of justices of the supre~ 

court are provided for in 2-16-405. 

tit--~~e--~~at~--sudt~er--~ft~+l--ft~--~~a~-e-Wdrr~n~-~ft 

~~Y•~ftt-~-~he-~erw~ee~-~-e",-j~~ee-ef-~he-~apre~e--e~r~ 

H~*+--~oe"--ju~tTce--~h~+~--ha~e--fT+ed-~~h-~~e-e~ftTte~-eft 

e~+t~e~+~-~~e~"e-eeH~~~-me~~e~~-o~-e~~~r-p~oceed~ng-Tn--hT~ 

ee~~~--re~T"~-~end+~~-~ftd-~"&e~+ded-~er-e-~~eft-sf-99-d&y~ 

~~~~r-~~~-1~me-~ha~~-~e•~-been-~ab~tted-+or-deeT~+en-~~+e~§ 
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ee~uo~ty-er-~~c~"e~~-~~e++-~ew~-Tftte~yened~ 

1~1--l~~!_£,!y~tL MOT!~QR_Q!~ER_!ROCEEQING REMAINS 

fENQ!!!§ __ AND __ !!!1Q~f!QED __ fQ_!!_2_~~RIOO OF 90 DAYS !FTI;R 

W3~ill!.Q!'!_f.Q!!_QfflllON.!..J.!jL,!US TICL~ _ _!!;!L2!JPRE!!L_!OURT 

~ttQ-~~-~~~-.!~~!§!!~Q__!Q~ITE -~~--QfiNlQN, ORDER• OR 

OEC!~!Q!!_Qf_THE_CO!!.!!!_~~-~~l!_!N AFflDAVIT_Q!!_.Q.!!_2tFDRE 

!~_90T~_Q,!!_!Q_TH~-£~!~~!JSTlCt__~ETT!NG __ fORltl__~CASE 

NAM~...__£AUS~~!!HBEf\.!._.!!!Q_!~L.!!EASO!!_THt HATTER HAS NOT BEEN 

OEC!QfQ~_i.Q!l!~-Qf_!~~-Af.f!QAVIT~~T BE__f.!!.!!NI~HED _ _!Q_~~ 

PA_!!!!~~--!Q_.J.!j~--~!!!ER_~fNDI!!~!~YSE..._~OTlQ!!_!._OR OTHER 

PRD££fQ!!!!i_!.L£QNS!QS!\~Q2!/~HITT£D __ FOR _ _QllillQJL_Iftlf!!___& 

t!EA~!NGS HAVLJlf~HEh.Q_AfoiD_flNA~!EF~~~ BEEfol SUBHI TTEO 

!!L!Ll PARTHL.!!L!HE_!!!TTf~OIN§. UPON_I!!Lfill!!~Qf.__l!!g 

ill!Q!Y!l.t__THE_~H!£L~!:!!Ll_!:!AVE_~!QDITIONA.!,__20 oAn_lQ 

Q~£!QLI!:!!__MAT!~- WHICH HAS BEEN SUBH1TTEO. NO CAUSE• 

~Q!!Q!!!. _ _Q.!! _ _f!!!;!5..!!__PROq~DifoiG H.!!_.!!~!!LI!!iilECI DEQ FOR MORE 

!HA~ 120_0AYUfH!!__~MI~~ION _£QE__Q~Cii!Q!L_WITHQUT THE 

APPIIOVAj, __ _9f_2 HAJQ~IT!_f!E_ THE QTHE!L_!!E!!!!ERLQf THE SUPREME 

CO!J~!_fQ~_§QOO _ _!.!Y~f_-~~~--!~,!~,!f!'IOAVI!~~~UE~L!!!§ 

~QQIT!O~!h__!lHf~!f_,!_~~!!CE_Qf_!!;!f_SUPREMt_fQURT VIOJ,ATES 

!~;_fROY!2!Q~QF ___ !Hl~-~~TION~-.!~-!.!.!!!! __ !Q__!__!!~TTER 

PE~Q!!!§_!~_yiOL.!!ID~_QE_!Hl~_SE£TID!!~.!.~y_.!_~~JOE!I!_yOTEt 

THE _ _Q!HE.!!_~EHB~RS_Qf._!!;!E_jyPRE~~URT_HA!_~EF~~!~TTER 

lQ_!bf_d~Q!£!!h_~TA!!Q!~Q~_£QHMISSIO!!~_!~ THE __ ~Q~l.!.-2£!1NG 

~PO~ __ !!:!f__fECO~~~!!Q.!!JQ!! __ QE_!!;!t_fQ~Hl~i!Q~L-f!E!~lfoiE~_!HE 

-2- SB 216 
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d!!H I C: E_!2_!:!!.1L!!!....!Jlt!fh! ANJ;f WI T !!_.! H I .L-2 EC T lO !:1_• _!.!_?_t!! L L 

QBQ~~-.!~~!~f_STAT~-~Q!IQB NOT_!?.?_~~~~~~~.! FOR~!~~ 

Qf __ ?_ER~!C:ES _ _£Q~ _ _! __ ~QNT~~--~~!f~ __ PA!_!i_FORfEIT~~! THE 

,!US!!CE.! 

t~ttStlll Actual and necessary travel e•penses of the 

justices of the ~upre~ court shal1 be the travel expenses. 

as defined and provided tn 2-la-SOl through 2-lH-503• 

incurred in the performance of their official duties.~ 

~ee~~~-~--Ae~a4~~-----5~e~~e"---3-~i~r~---~•~---~~ 

re-pee:t-edw 

SECTIO!!_l~-_2~f.!!Q!!-l=~-212t MCA• IS AMENDED _!Q__R~ 

•3-5-Zl2• §e*d~+~~--not--~~be--~a~d--Uft~t+-ef~dewT~ 

f*•ed•--The-§~~~e--dudi~~--§ha*+~"o~--d?ew--d--we~~an~--~ft 

pay•e"~--e+--~@-§e~•+e~~-o~-eny-ju~~e-o~-~he-d*s~¥*~~-e~ 

u~++-1aeh-judqe--~ha++--he¥e--~~ee--w+~--the--audf~e~--a" 

~~4+~ev~~--~het-fto-eea~ey-•~eny-e~-ethe~-~~e~eedTn9-Tn-ht~ 

eoH~t~e~ft~-peftftTftg-end-~ndee~ded-fe~-a-pe~ted-of-9e--dey~ 

5~~e~-~h@-~ftM@-~~e~+-ft~~e-been-~~t~ed-+ar-de~t~+on-un+e~~ 

e~ue+~y--o~--s+ekfte~~--she~+-ha•e-?ft~ervened~ !~ny_£~use~ 

~~l~~~-Q!_Qth~~_Q£~~~~ins_~odifi9~ng __ ~n~~lQ!Q 

for __ !:'t__(!~!.!..QQ__~.!.._90~L~ft~~!!!llll2"_!QLQ.~i~io!!!.~ 

2i~!ti~! _£2!!tl_l udge ~f!?.DL whom ~~_!!2!!.!ll:_i.Li:!S!ll!i!m_.:i ha 11 

sub~n affid~vi t_Q!!_~.f2U!~!!.-2Q!!.'!_~2--th!t_£hief 

24 j!!.!!.!l~--2L~~.2.!!12.~!!!L£.2Yll-~!i!!9_fort!!_!!:!~~!!~ 

25 £~~!-n~!Q~~2~-~~~2Q-~~!~-n~~t_Y~decided. 
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Copi~2f th~ffid~~it_!!!!.!.!-.!!L.furnl.!!!~~!~~!-_!_2 

the __ ~~~-e_eug~1-!_S~~~~--aQtio~1-2~-2!b~R~~Q!~g_l~ 

con~ i d&£!!!l~ub•i t ted_f.Q.t.-.S!!!Uilin_~~~~Hi.D.Y.L-~ 

~!!-t!~!L-~ _ _!l!!S!L_!l!..J...!fs_ha~~~~-~~Ql!~! 

Q2!:,,!ies !2_!:h£ __ ~!~-.2!U!!ting.~.R2.!L_!b~_f_!!l!!.g__2.!_~ 

!ff!.f!~it.!.,__the_.-fti_~t.ri~~~ sha-ll have dn addition.Jl ].0 

~~-!2_deci~S~--~~!!~!_-~~n__~~--~~!n--~~~!!~~---H2 

f au~~-~i2.!!!_.2!,_.Q'the !._e!:Q£.!!!!!.!.!!.9_~- r e.!!!!!i!L~ndec!..Q~Q for 

~or~_!b~~_11Q_g~~§_~f!~r~~·i~~i2Q_!2!-~~lsion_wi~~ou!_!b~ 

~.Q£2Yf!!-2L.L.!!~JQ!:i!L~L!~~!!!Ls;.QUr ~_.fQ!: _ _goOQ__£~ 

~ho~~-in__~~affiQ~Yl! __ !:~~!~ting~di!l~!--!1~~-!l-~ 

~!!lf!_l~Q~~~!~!!~_!h!_2~~isig~_Bf this_~ec~!on~-~ 

Q2!~ __ !2__~_ma!te!_Q~~~-in viol~!l2~-2!_1ni~-~!f!io~~ 

Ql-~-~~2~l!Y-YQ!~~_!hg_~~~~~~l_m~~refer_ the_~~tter 

!Q__ the_j!!Qi c i a!~nda!f!.!_.£Qfl'lmi ss i Q!!WL!b~~yp.-e~n.!L_£_2Ur t. ~ 

~!!!fL.!!Q..Q:!L!~_r:~~lle!!dat ion oL!b!L£.Q~i s~io!!~~!tl!!!i~~ 

tha!_th~~~~i~-~~!_in_£_2~Qli~~--wi!~his_~f!i2~--i! 

sh2!! __ Qrd~!: _ _!n2!-1~-~ta!~Y2itQr_~Q!_l~!~2~2££2ll!_for 

~~~!!Lof s~i<~i-f9..£_L_!2nt:h,~J..£!L1!~..i~-!.Qrfej_te_Q_ __ Q:t 

t:he_jud_gh• 

Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and apprO¥a1. 

-End-
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BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

1. Title, line 8. Senate Bill 216 - 3/17/81 
· "DAYS;" Follow~ng~ AN AFFIDAVIT FOR MATTERS PENDING OVER 90 DAYS; 

Insert: REQUIRING L TO THE JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION AND FOR 
PROVIDING FOR REFERRA 
THE WITHHOLDING OF SALARY;" 

2. Title, line 9. 
Following: ''3-2-104'' 
Insert: "AND 3-5-212" 
Following: "MCA;" 

3-5-212, MCA;" Strike: "REPEALING SECTION 

3. Page 1. 
Following: line 23 
Insert: "(2) If any cause, motion, or other proceeding remains 

pending and undecided for a period of 90 days after submission for 
decision, the ~ustice of the supreme court who has been assigned to 
write the opin~on, order, or decision of the court shall submit an 
affidavit on or before the 90th day to the ch~ef JUStice setting 
forth the case name, cause number, and the reason the matter has 
not been decided. Copies of the affidavit must be furnished to all 
parties to the matter pending. A cause, motion, or other proceeding 
is considered submitted for decision when all hearings have been held 
and final briefs have been submitted by all parties to the matter 
pending. Upon the filing of the aff~dav~t, the JUst~ce shall have 
an add~t~onal 30 days to dec~de the matter which has been submitted. 
No cause, mot~on, or other proceed~ng may rema~n undecided for more 
than 120 days after submission for decision without the approval of 
a ma]or~ty of the other members of the supreme court for good cause 
shown ~n an aff~dav~t request~ng add~t~onal time. If a JUStlce of 
the supreme court violates the provisions of this section, any 
party to a matter pending in violation of this section or, by a major
lty vote, the other members of the supreme court may refer the matter 
to the judicial standards commission. If the court, acting upon 
the recommendation of the commission, determines the justice is not 
in compliance with this section, it shall order that the state 
auditor not issue a warrant for payment of services for 1 month, 
which pay is forfeited by the justice." 

Renumber: subsequent subsection 

4. Page 2, lines 3 and 4. 
Strike: Section 2 in its entirety 

5. Page 2. 
Following: line 3 
Insert: "Section 2. Section 3-5-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

"3-5-212. ~a~a~'es-Re~-~e-~e-pa,~-~R~i~-a~~i~avi~-~i~edT ~he
s~a~e-a~~i~eF-sha~~-Re~-dFaw-a-waFFaR~-iR-paymeR~-9~-~he-seFvieee 
9~-aRy-~a~~e-9~-~he-~is~Fie~-e9~F~-aR~il-e~eh-~ad~e-sha±±-have 
~i±ed-wi~R-~he-a~di~9F-as-a~~ieavi~-~hat-R9-eaaseT-m9~i9RT-9~ 
e~heF-pFeeeedis~-is-his-e9aFt-Femaiss-peReiR~-ase-aseeeiaea-feF-a 
peF~ee-ef-99-aays-af~er-~fie-saffie-sfia~~-fiave-eeen-sHhmi~~ea-fer 
see~s~en-en~ess-easea~~y-er-sie~ness-fiave-~n~ervened. If any 
cause, motion, or other proceeding remains pending and undecided 
for a period of 90 days after submission for decision, the district 
court judge before whom the matter is pending shall submit an 
affidavit on or before the 90th day to the chief justice of the 
supreme court setting forth the case name, cause number and the 



! 

--~---J 
reason the matter has not been dec"ided. Copies of the affidavit 
must be furnished to all parties to the matter pending. A cause, 
motion, or other proceeding is considered submitted for decision when 
all hearings have been held and final briefs have been submitted by 
all parties to the matter pending. Upon the filing of the affidavit 
the district judge shall have an additional 30 days to decide the 
matter which has been submitted. No cause, motion, or other 
proceeding may remain undecided for more than 120 days after 
submission for decision without the approval of a majority of the 
su reme court for ood cause shown in an affidavit re uestin additio 
al time. If a district 'ud e violates the rovisions of this section 
any party to a matter pending in violation of this section or, by 
a majority vote, the supreme court may refer the matter to the 
judicial standards commission. If the supreme court, acting upon 
the recommendation of the commission, determines that the judge 
is not in compliance with this section it shall order that the 
state auditor not issue a warrant for payment of services for 1 
month, which pay is forfeited by the judge." 
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