
SENATE BILL NO. 210 

INTRODUCED BY SENATE TAXATION COMMITTEE 

January 20, 1981 

January 26, 1981 

February 19, 1961 

February 20, 1981 

February 21, 1981 

February 23, 1981 

February 24, 1981 

March 2, 1981 

April 11, 19tH 

April 16, 19131 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Taxation. 

Fiscal note requested. 

Fiscal note returned. 

Committee reco~~~~~tend bill 
do pass aa amended. 
Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, so, Noes, o. 
Transmitted to House. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Taxation. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred tn. 

On motion rules suspended 
and bill placed on third 
reading this day. 

Third readinq, concurred in 
as amended. Ayes, 98; Noes, o. 



April 17, 19tH 

April 20, 1981 

IN THE SENATE 
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Returned from Rouse with 
amendments. 

Second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

On motion rules suspended. 
Bill placed on calendar for 
third reading this day. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. Ayes, 48, 
Noes, o. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW TAXPAYERS TO 

CHALLENGE ASSESSMENT RULES AND PROCEDURES 3EFORE THE STATE 

TAX APPEAL BOARD; PROVIDING THAT RELIEF GRANTED IN SUCH A 

PROCEEDING MAY APPLY TO ALL SIMILARLY SITUATED TAXPAYERS; 

AMENDING SECTION 15-15-101• KCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFF8CTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Hf~IlD~a Section 1. Challenges to assessment 

rules or procedures. (1) An aggrieved taxpayer may file an 

original proceeding before th~ state tax appeal board 

contesting the validity of a method or procedure of 

assessment oF property adopted or utilized by the department 

of revenue. Such cases may be brought before the board by a 

sinqle taxpayer or by a group of taxpayers who are similarly 

situated. 

(2) If the board finds the challenged rule or 

proc~dure impropery it may direct that the assessments at 

issue be adjusted in accordance with its decision• 

(3) A decision of the board that such a rule or 

procadure is improper may direct that assessment changes be 

made for the taxpayer or taxpayers who brought the action., 
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as well as all taxpayers who Qre similarly situated. 

Section z. Section 15-15-lOlt MCA• is amended to read: 

•15-15-101. County tax appeal board -- meetings and 

compensation. (1) The board of county commissioners of each 

county shall appoint a three-member county tax appeal board., 

with the •embers to serve staggered terms of 3 years each. 

The members of each county tax appeal board shall be 

residents of the county in which they serve. They shall 

receive compensation of $25 a day and travel expenses as 

provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503, as amended, only 

when the county tax appeal board is in session to hear 

taxpayers• appeals f~om p~operty tax assessments or when 

they are attending meetings called by the state tax appeal 

board. Travel expenses and compensation shall be paid from 

the appropriation to the state tax appeal board. CFfice 

spac~ and equipment for the county tax appeal boards shall 

be furnished by the county. All other incidental Bxpenses 

shall be paid from the appropriation of the state tax appeal 

board. 

(2) The county tax appeal board must meet on the third 

Monday of April in each year to hear protests concerning 

assessments made by the department of revenue. It must 

continue in session for t~at purpose from time to time until 

the business of hearing protests is disposed ofy but not 

later than 60 days after the department of revenue or its 
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aqent: 

(a) has r.ailed notice of classification and appraisal 

to all property owners as required in 15-7-102i and 

(bf has notified the county tax appeal board that 

classification and appraisal notices have been mailed to all 

6 property owners. 

7 (3) In connection with any such appeal, the county tax 

8 appeal board may change any as_sessment or fix the assessment 

9 at some other level. The county clerk shall publish d notice 

10 to taxpayers, giving the time the county tax appeal board 

11 will meet to hear protests concerning assessments and the 

12 latest date the county tax appeal board may take 

13 applications for such hearings. The notice shall be 

14 published in a newspaper if any Is printed in the count~ or, 

15 If none, then in such manner as the board may direct. The 

16 notice shall be published at least 1 days prior to the first 

17 meeting of the county tax appeal board. 

18 l~ballepges tg__a__g~p3rt•ent of rDyeo~-~ 

19 ~erojng the assg5sment__gf property or to an asses~nt 

20 procedure may be brought only befpre the state_ tax appeal 

21 b.lla.t.d.o." 

22 Section 3. Codification instruction. Section 1 is 

23 intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 15, 

24 chapter 2, part 3t and the provisions of Title 15t chapter 

25 2t part 3, apply to section 1. 
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Section 4• Effective date. This act is affective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. ___ _jJJ_Q:-Jl.L __ 

FISCAL NOTE 

For111 RD·J 5 

111 con1pliallcf' with " written request received J.auuary_ .22. , 19 81. .. , there is hereby sul11111tted " riscal NotP 

tor . -~elJ.<J,t_e_JUJj. __ Z.lQ _________ pursuant to •Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCAI. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION 
This proposal would allow taxpayers to challenge the Department of Revenue's assessment 
rules and procedures before the State Tax Appeals Board. Any relief granted an individual 
taxpayer by S.T.A.B. would be extended to all other similarly situated taxpayers. 

FISCAL UfPACT: 
There will be no direct effect on state revenues; however, the measure could have an 
effect upon state programs that rely on the property tax, i.e. the university levy and 
foundation programs. These programs, if not adequately funded by the property tax, 
could require additional funds from the General Fund. The impact on local government 
revenues cannot be estimated but, depending on the breadth of a particular class of 
taxpayers involved in a challenge, could be significant. 

'1\o..:J.. j) 
_Lcl __________ ---~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: ---J-=-~ _ _-:-_K_L_ 
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SENATE BILL NOo 210 

A :>rroved by Co nun it tee 
on Taxation 

INTRODUCED BY SENATE TAXATION CO""ITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW TAXPAYERS TO 

CHALLENGE ASSESSMENT RULES AND PROCEDURES BEF9R€-~H€-5~A+E 

~ .. -APPEA~-89~9 ~_!~~-QISTR~_COU~; PROVIDING THAT 

RELIEF GRANTED IN SUCH A PROCEEDING MAY APPlY TO ALL 

SIMILARLY SITUATED TAXPAYERS; AMENDING SECTION 15-15-101, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

HE~-~~§~~~~ See~i~-1.--G~~e~~----~o---a~se~~ae~ 

r~~e~-0¥-~~eeedure~·--tit-Aw-~~~eYed-tex~e~er-•ey-f+le--~n 

e~~~~ft6~--~~eeeed~ng--be~ere-~he--~~ete--~a.--e~~ee+--beerd 

eeft~e~~~ft~-~he--v~~d~~y--e~--e--me~hed--or--preeeddre---of 

e~e~~Ne~o~-p~r~y-edo~ed-er-ut?~tred-by-t~e-depertMent 

e4--re•e~.-~eft-ee~~-•ey-ee-b~~~-&e~o~e-~~e-~eerd-by-~ 

~~~~e-~e•pdyer-e~hy-~-gretip-ef-t~~peyer~-wfte-~re-~i~~er+y 

~"i-t.t:Jeote.ft. 

t~t--i~--the--beerd--~+"~--~~--eha+~~n,ee---ru+e---er 

p~cedure--tmpreper~--~"t--.e7-~ree~-~~+-~he-~~~e~~~~~~ 

~~~ae-be-edj~~ted-~n-eeeerdeftee-~th-tt~-deeT~onw 

t~t--A-deei§~e~-84--tft@--beard--t~a~--sue~--e--r~te--e~ 

proced~re--~~-tmp~epe~-•ey-d~rect-thet-e~~e~~went-chan9es-be 

m~e-~er-th~-~~-~e~er-er-te•~eye~whe-e~e~~~~--~~--~e++e~ 
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SB 0210/02 

e~-we+4-e~-e~+-te~peyer~-~e-ere-~•~+ar+y-~eted-

~~~-~~f!!O~~--~~CT!~!~HAL~£NG£_!Q_ASS~SSHE~ULES 

OR __ PROJ;EO!,!!!~h--~~--MiGR.!£VED ~!PAYER MAYo IN Ll£!LOF 

PRO~ffQ!~!,!NOE~_l!!h~~-CHAPTER _ _!5o __ PART 1t BRING A 

QffLAR~ORY _JUQ~ME~!-~J;rloN IN THE DISTRICT COURT SEEK~ 

DE~b~RATIO~THA!_!_~ET~QQ__QR PROCEDURE OF ASSESSMENT OF 

fROPfRT!_~QQPTEQ_Q_I!_UTJUZEQ~!!lLill~~.!!£NT OF REVENUE IS 

ILlfGAL_OR_IMPRQPER~ 

NE!!__SECTIO~-· -~~CT!ON l..__fROC~DURE. ___ i.!l__llCEPT~ 

fRO~!QED_~SU8~~CT!Q~-1~-~~~~Q~~RSUA~_lQ__ll££TION 

!l_l~-~!,!BJEJ;!_!Q_!~f_PRQVI~!ONS OF T!!LE~l%~fTER 6 .• 

ill_l!:!_L!EU __ Qf __ !HE_REQUIREMENT OF 27-8=30h A PARTY 

BRI~GI N!;_M!_~~I!Q!L!!NDE~fCT IO!L!J HAY ELECT TQ_USI:: 

f!! __ !~~_fRDCE~REi~!lhAB~!!NDf~-THE ~Q~TANA RULES 

Q.E__~!Y!b __ fROC£Q!,I!\~ _ _fQ~~~INGING A_fb~SS_~CTIQ~!ITL£~ 

~~~fTE!\_~Q1_RUlf_£li_Q! 

ill __ !~Lf_I!OC EQ~!\L~ I OED _fQ!\_!!L~BSEC T !!!!Lilli 

11!_1~1-~_PAR!~!\ING_!NG A~fT!ON UNO£!__( SECTION !J 

MAY ELECT TO GIVE NOTICE AS PROVIDED IN THIS SUBSECTION. A 

fAR!LiQ_fLECT!~L!!!!ll_fUBL!SH NQTIC~_l~L-~-~- HAS 

~EE~--~!\~~~r..__!HE~Q!!f!__MUS!_§~_!~~LISHSQ_~l_bEAST_ONCE 

fAC~_WE~~-EQ~~-CON~f£!.1!!~£-WEE~i_!~~EWif~~_Qf_ GENERAL 

~!R~~~!Q~ __ PU~h!~~~Q __ !~--!~E COUNTY WHERE THE ACTIQN IS 

CDM~~NC~Q_~~Q_!~_Q!~f!\_~Q~~!!fi_WIT~!~!tlf__JUR!SDICTIO~__Qf 

!HE_TA!!NG_~~!~Q!\IT!~-!~~~Q!!f~~~bh-~QY!~f_f~~SIMIL~ 
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l!IY~!EO_!A!f!!~!~~~ 

!!1--~~~Q~!-~!J.l EXCLUDE HIM F!!.Q~THE CJ.ASS JF HE SO 

REQU~STS_l!L~.2!!~UE!LDATE i 

1!!1_!~~-JUOGMENT• WHETHER fAVORABlE~~!L_-~ 

I NCh!!!!L~hL~IM!LARL!_~!!JlM~!~YERS__!I~-QQ_NOT -Y!!UES T 

!Q_§E EXCLUD~~i-~Q 

11!11_~~--l!~!h~h! __ ~ITUATED _ _!~!PAYE~~~Q--QQS~ NOT 

REQUEl!_sXCbUSIQ~~!!L_!f_~S OESIRE~L-i~lfE--AN APPEARANCE• 

~~-_IhECT!ON __ !Q_~IVE ~!£f_YftQ~~!S SUBSECTION 

DOE~-NOT .J!.B~VEN!_M!!__fARTY _!Q__!.!;!L_HT IO!L_f.!!Q!L.2f!!~!!!i 

PROJ;~SS ON OTHER IN!ERESTED ~ill.:. 

(4) IN A PROCEEDING U~~~~!!ON_JJ_AlL ISSUES SHALL 

§L!R I EO_ll_!!:!L~QYE!.:. 

NEW SEC TIO!!..__ SECT !Q!L).:.__E EMEQ!,:. __ _i.!l-lf._.!!!LlliJR I C T 

CDU!LQSTER_!!INE~ THAT THE ~.!;!!kh~~Q_!!l!hL..Q!L_fROCEOURE IS 

IMPROPER IT !!!!_QIEECT: 

H1__!!!ll_!~L~S SE~ SME~!_!!~~!!J!i.SQ__fOR_lliL!~f!LQ!\ 

!AXf!!f!!L_l!!:!Q__BRQ.!!~!!.L~ AC TION_ll__!!fth_&!hL 51 MILARL Y 

lliYATED_IA!PAY~&Li_OR 

i§1_SY!;.!!__!!l!!f!L_!!.EMEQL__ll_ _ _!!:!f __ _J;QYE! __ CONS IOERS 

! PP EQ!!!!! ATE • 

ti.L . ...!!!s_!!_EMEOL_JllRECTED .J!!_~f_Oiill!Q...!;QY!!.!_!!!! 

~ PP hL!!!!!.L.!Q...!!.!ll_!!!!!Qlli--llY!\!~Q!L.~f.ISS__!J:IE YEAR_...!.!!!:: 

RUJ.f_QE_PROCEOURE IS_ftl!LLENGEO. THE REMEDY MAY NOT APPlY TO 

THE_~LJCA TID~ OR IMPLEMENTATION OF !!!f_EULE_Q!L!!ROCEDURE 

-3- 58 210 
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58 0210/02 

ll_!!--.!!! PLI ~L_!Q__!! XES __!!j!!Jlll !L_!~ __ .!E A ~-__!!El.Q!!_ T 0 __!!:!£ 

~HAh~ENGE UNgER (SECTIO!!_jj~ 

NEW~!IO~~--~ECT!~~· TAX TO BE PAID• A TAX !!HICH 

!S BASED ON THE RULE OR PRO~~DU!!f__BEIN§_ CHAlhENGEg__y~ 

illUION __ 1j___!!!Q __ !!HICH __ BECO!!~L.l!J!~FOAL_!HE __ f!NAL 

QETERMINATION OF THE VALIDITY OF TH~_EyiS_QE PROCEDURE _MyST 

§f_f!!Q_~~~!!_Qyf~-!_~QNDI!!Q!!_Qf._~ONT!NU~~f_~f!IO~.:. 

Sec~ion s. Section 15-15-101, MCA. is a~nded to ~ead: 

"15-15-101. County tax appeal board -- meetings and 

compensation. (1) The board of county commissioners of each 

county shall appoint a three-~~ber county ta~ app@al boa~a, 

with the members to serve staggered ter•s of 3 years each. 

The members of each county tax appeal board shall be 

residents of the county in which they serve. They shall 

receive compensation of 525 a day and travel expenses as 

provided fo..- in Z-18-501 thf"ough 2-18-503. as amended. only 

when the county tax appeal board is in session to hear 

taxpayers• appeals from property tax assessments or when 

they are attending meetings called by the state tax appeal 

board. T~avel expenses and compensation shall be paid from 

the appropriation to the state tax appeal board. Office 

space and equip~nt fo~ the county ta• appeal boards shall 

be furnished hy the county. Al J other incidental expenses. 

shall be paid fro• the appropriation of the state tax appedl 

board. 

-4- 5B 210 
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(Z) The county tax appeal board •ust ~eet on the third 

Monday of April in each year to hear protests concerning 

assess.ents made b~ the depart~nt of revenue. It •ust 

continue in session for that purpose froM time to tiMe until 

the business of hea~ing protests is disposed of• but not 

later than 60 days after the departMent of revenue or it$ 

agent: 

(a) has mailed notice of classification and appraisal 

to all property owners as required in 15-7-102; and 

(b) has notified the county tax appeal board thdt 

classification and appraisal notices have been mailed to all 

property owners. 

(3) In connection with any such appeal. the county tax 

14 appeal board may change any assessment or fix the assessment 

l~ at some other level. The county clerk shall publish a notice 

16 to taxpayers. giving the time the county tax appeal board 

17 will meet to hear protests concerning assessments and the 

18 

l9 

latest date the county tax appeal board may take 

applications for such hearings. The notice shall l>e 

20 published in a newspaper if any is printed in the county or, 

21 if none 9 then in such manner as the board may direct. The 

22 notice shall be published at least 1 days prior to the first 

23 meeting of the county tax appeal board. 

24 ~1--~n~l!~n~~--!g_~-~~~~1--2! ___ £~~~-rule 

25 gQ~~!~i~g _ _!he __ ~~~~~~~U!_-2f __ Q£2~g£11-2L-~~~~~ 
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{!!_Q£~U!.~ ~~~-ht-~1=.!!!!!Y-befe<r~=t"tt='5~~=-~1HI--el!~ 

~""!.!! SI<AJ._l_~PPLY _ _Q!!lY __ TO_THf_ TAXPAYER BRINGING THE 

CHAJ.J.ENGL~!!Q_~~!__!!Q!__!ff!.!__!Q__.M...L2!l:!ill~l.!_ SIT~ 

I•Xf~YE~~-_y~£~~!!_AC1ION_!j_@RD~§HT_!!!_~f_!!!STRICT ~OURT 

~~-f~OV!DEQ_!!!_[.SEC!!Q!!LL THROUGH '>h" 

See~~eft-~--&sdf~Te~eft--~nstru~+e"•---;e~+eft--~-~ 

tttte"Md--t:o--De--eolf+'f.f.ed--e~ert-i-ftt:'C!'gre+-p~--ofo--ftrie-K-w 

efte~e~-~~-~e~-3~end-~he-prevt~ft5~~~~e--*~--ehepter 

ry-per~-~T-8~~~-~&-~ect:ion-+• 

Section 6. Effective date. This act is effec~ive on 

passage and approval. 

-End-

-b- SB 210 
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SENATE BILL NOo 210 

INTRODUCED BY l>ENATE TAXATIDN tO""ITfEE 

A BILL FOR AN A(T ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW TAXPAYERS TO 

CHALLENGE ASSESSMENT RULES AND PROCEDURES &EFBRE-~E-S~A+E 

'1' ... -~SSAftS IN THE DISTRICT ~; PROVIDING THAT 

RELIEF GRANTED IN SUCH A PRDtEEDING NAY APPLY TO ALL 

SIMILARLY SITUATED TAXPAYERS; AMENDING SECTION 15-15-lOlo 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

NEW-5EEFf8~~ See~+en-~.--Ehef~eftge~----~.--~~~~ 

r~e~r-~ree~~---t~t-~ft-~~+e•ed-texpayer-.ay-~~e--on 

er+~*~--~eee~d~~-be*ere-~he--s~ete--t~--ep~ea+--heerd 

e~~~~~-the--Ya+Tdtty--ef--s--~d--er--preeedure---84 

e~~~-M-eF-p.._rty-~e6-et'-to~ft+l!ed-&,~Jooe-<fep-~

ef--re•tntsee:-.saen-c~-•ey-be-bf501:1~-'bef-ore-'the-eoa...a-by-a 

~~+e-~tnt'PSyer-er-&y-e-gro"P of-te-A-,..,.e~wtto-ere--si.r+er..., 

-.s-i-t.ttaotee .. 

t~t--~F-~~--~eerd--f+~~-che+~enged---~a+e---or 

proeedare--t•proper~--t~-~y-drpeet-thet-the-e•,~~..n~~ 

*~ue-be-edju~ed-r"-eecerdetKe-wtth-•ts-dee*sjonw 

t3t-~-deci§+&ft-ef--~Me--beere--~.--~--o--rto~e--~ 

~re~edu~e--T~-t•proper-•ey-d~ree~~~-es~e~~aen~-eh~es-&~ 

M.ode-Fer-~~•peyer-er-~•peye~whe-breto~+--~~--8e~~ 
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e,-we++-e~-a++-teJtJtayer,-wtte-ere·-.,;.•t-H-..f.y-~a'teeh-

!!!!;~-SEC!ION. ~ECTIDN l~!:!!U5.!§LllLill.!i;1!SHENT RULES 

QB__PRO!;~DURES. __ ~§GRIEVED TA!PAYE!L_!!lli_ IN LIEU OF 

PROf!;!;OING UNDER TITJ:L!h~~..ll.! PART lt BRING A 

OE[!J•RATORY -->l\!.!!J!NEN! ACTIDN IN THE !!ll!RICT !;OURT SEEKING A 

DEC~RATlDN THAT A METHOD OR PROCEDURE OF ASSESSNfNT OF 

!ROP~RTY__M!!;!lliO OR_UT.Ilill!L§:LTHE DEPARTMENT OF REVEI!\!Ji IS 

ILL!;GAL_OR IMPROPER. 

NEW SECTION. SECTIDN 2• PROCEDURE. __il.l EXCEPT AS 

!RO~!DE.!!_!!!!_SUB~ECTION !2lt AN ACTI.!!N PURSUANT _TO (SECTION 

!L!UJ.!B.IEC!_!.!!__TI!L~!!VIS!DNS OF Tlill 27t CHAfll!_h 

1£1 IN LIEU OF THE REQUIREMENT OF 27-8-301t A PARTY 

BRINGING__!!L!CTION UNOER_ilf£l!!!!L!J MAY ELECT TJL~ 

~l__!~f_!ROCE~RES AVAILABLE UNDER THE MONTANA RULES 

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR BRINGING A CLASS ACTlONt TITLE~ 

CHAfTER_lOL~L.lJ.l~ 

l§l __ !~f-f!~!£_PRO~!Qf.!!_f!!B_IN SUBSECTION !3lo 

11!_1!1 A PARTY BRINGING AN A!;TION UNDER [SECTION 1] 

MAY ELECT TO J!IVE NOTICE AS PROVID!i.!!J.N THIS SUBSECTION. A 

fART~.!! ELECTING MUST PUBLISH l!!.!!!!fE THAT AN ACTl!)N_~ 

BEEN __ Jll!f!UGHT. THE NO!.ll&.__~T BE PUBLISHED AT lEAST QNCE 

!;ACH WEEK FOR lo CONSECUTIVE WEEKS IN A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL 

!;lRfJ.!lATION_ PUBLISHED IN _THE COUNTY WHERE !HE ACTION IS 

COH!!fNCEJLAN!L!!!L!!THER COUNTIES WITHIN THE -~!l!llfTIOJ!!___Qf 

THE_TAX!~!UTHORlT!~!~f_!!!Q!lff~!~QX!}E_S!CH SIMILARLY 

-2- SB 210 
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SI!YATEO TAXPAYER THAT: 

l!l__l_~QU~!_MLbL EXClUDE HI~ FROM THE ClASS IF~HE SO 

REQUEST~ BY A SPECIFIC DATE; 

l!!l_!~~~UOGHENT~ WHETHER FAVORA8lE OR NOT• _Will 

INC.!,!!OE All SIMILARLY SITUATED TAXPA'I'ERS WHO_Q!LNOT REQUEST 

!!!.... 8E EXgj!Q~JlL!!!!Q 

1!!!.L!!~l'- SIMILARLY -~ITUATED _ _!!!!PAYEL!!~O DDE~..l!Jl! 

REQUE~EX{;_!.@DN...!!!!!.t..._!F HE DESIRq.LS!!TER ..!!!!_ APPEARANCE. 

ill AN ElECTION_ TO GIVE NOTICE UNDER TH!S SUBSEC.!!Q!! 

DOfS -~T ~YQ!!_.M:!L_fl!!!!.....J.!l......!!:'L..!!llLO!!_f.M!!!.__g~J! I NG 

PROJ;ESS ON OTHEJ!.-Q!!ERfSTED PARTIES• 

ill_I!! A PROCEEDING UNDER illl:;!!!!~!....!l ALL_ISSIJES SHAll 

J!L!RIEQ_J!!_!HE-f!!Y!!.h 

NEW~{!;!!!!!!..__ SEC T!!!Ll~EMEDll__llL .. !L THE !!mR IC T 

COUl!..I..J!~TERMffi~ THAT T!:'U!:I&.!.~NGED....!!Y.!,E OR PRDCEDURE__il 

!MPROP~R IT MAY DIRECT: 

llL_l!:'l!!_!J:!L!_illSSME~T BE~f!!!gJl FOR THE TAXPAYf!!.....Q!! 

TAXPAYER~~-BROUGHT THE ACTI0~!1_!!ELL AS ALL SIMILARLY 

SITUATED TAXPAYERii_~ 

l!U_~!!QL....Q!!:!f!...._.!!~Q!__&__~_....fW!I 

ill.!!~ ATE. 

CONSIDERS 

.1ll TME !,!EMEOY OJREC!i!L_!!!_ THE_OIS.TRJCT Cj)URT MAY 

ill1!.._DNLY T!L!_!XES IMPJ2l§l...J!!l!!!!!!Ln!!._!!f.li!r THE YEA~ THE 

RULE Q.!!__PROCEDU!S_ll CHALLENGED. THE REHE~DY MAY NOT APPl,.l' TO 

~ APPLJCA!!Q~ OR IMPLEHENTATJ.Q!UlF THE RULE_OR PRO(E~ 
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SB 0210/DZ 

~!~!J...llLTD TAlli_l!!PDS"ED IN Y~RS PRIOR TO THE 

CHALLENGE UN!lf!LJ SECT IO.!L!J..! 

NEW SEC!IO!!_• _SEtT!DN ~~!!!.__!!!._!!Lf.!IO._ A TAX !!~ 

il_J!~O!!_THE_RULE OR PROCEDURE _BEINJ!.... CHALLENGED UNDER 

UfpiON __ lJ __ ANQ WHICH BECOMES OUE J!HORE THE f.!!t.!.b 

!!f!~RMfNATION OF THE VALIDITY OF THf RULE OR PRDCEQYRE __ HUST 

J!L!AIJL.l!!i!:!!U!!lE AS_.!._fONDITION OF CONTINUING THLM;!ION. 

Section 5. Section 15-15-101• MCA• is aMended to read: 

•15-15-101. County tax appeal board -- meetings and 

compensation. (l) The board of county com•issioners of each 

county shall appoJnt a three-~aber county tax appeal board, 

with the members to serve staqgered terms of 3 years each. 

The members of each county tax appeal board shall be 

residents of the county in Mhich they serve. They shall 

receive compensation of S25 a day and travel expenses as 

provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503• as amended, only 

when the county tax appeal board is in session to hear 

taMpayers• appeals fro• property tax a5sess•ents or when 

they are attending meetings cal led by· the state tax appeal 

board. Travel expenses and ca.pensation •hall be paid fro. 

the appropriation to the state tax appeal board. Office 

space and equiptAent for the county tax appeal boards 5-haJ I 

be furnished by the county. All other incidental expenses 

shall be paid fro• the appropriation of ·t.he state tax appeal 

board. 

-~- SB 210 
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(2) The county tax appeal bOard IIUSt Meet on the third 

Monday of April in each year to hear protests concerning 

assess~nts Made by the depart~t of revenue. It .ust 

continue in session for ~hat purpose fro• ti.e to tiae until 

the business of hearing protests is disposed of• but not 

later than 60 days after the departeent of revenue or it$ 

agent: 

(a) has •ailed notice of classification and appraisal 

to a11 property owners as required in 15-7-102; and 

(b) has notified the county tax appeal board that 

classification -and appraisal notic.es have been •ailed to all 

property owners. 

(3) In connection with any such appeal, the county tax 

14 appeal board •ay change any assessBent or fix the assess.ent 

15 at soee other level. The county clerk shall publish a notice 

16 to taxpayers. giving the tiae the county tax appeal board 

17 will ~et to hear protests concerning assessaents and ~he 

18 

1'1 

latest date the county tax appeal board •ay take 

applications for such hearings. The notice shall be 

ZO published in a ne~spaper if any is printed in the county or, 

21 if none, then in such ~tanner as the board 111ay direct. The 

2Z notice shall be published at least 1 ddys prior to the first 

23 ~eeting of the county tax appeal board. 

24 ill_C.ha11 e~,! _ __!.!!--.!-~~~--2f_r.~yenue rule 

25 92.!"!:!.!'.!l!!g__!.he __ as.sess,!!_nt __ gf_J!!.21!erty or to an asses.s~~ent. 
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1!£2S:~.! ~~·:!-br~!x-be~-tfte--.,~e-te--~--egpee+-

.,cte!:~ SHA1!._!PPLY _ _Q!!!,.!_TO_THE_ UXPAYEII. BRIIIGI!«i ~ 

CHAL1EIIG~Q-!!!L~QL_!ff!,.!_!JL_ALL SIMILA!!..I..L SJTUATEO 

T Uf.! YE!!.~......J,!NLE~_L!!!_ ACT !Q!!~!!QY~T I!L!!!LQ.!ill.Ig_J;!!!l!!.! 

AS PROIIIOEO IN [illli.Q!!~ 1 THROUGH 4 ]•• 

§ee~+eft-~--&ed+~e~en--+~~eftw---§ectien •~-~ 

+Mended--~e--loe-....,etl+f'+e<l---..-.tnt:~a+--~---~tHe-t-!ioy 

"""l't:fl'~i!-r-1'"rt-3-r-em1-~"-1't'-i~elt~-of-lt~.--~h--,._ 

~.-pa*~-~y-e~p+T-~e-sec~~~+-

S.ection 6. Effective date. This a-ct: is. effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 210 

INTRODUCED BY SENATE TAXATION COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW TAXPAYERS TO 

CHALLENGE ASSESSMENT RULES AND PROCEDURES BEF8~E-~HE-5~A~E 

~AA-APPEA~88AR9 ~_r~s_~ICT_ COURT; PROVIDING THAT 

RELIEF GPANTEO IN SUCH A PROCEEDING HAY APPLY TO ALL 

SIMILARLY SITUATED TAXPAYERS; AMENDING SECTION 15-15-101, 

MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~EW=5E§!+BN• 5eet~on-t•--£haf+e~~----to---••,•~~~ 

~~+es-e~-~reeedtire~•--t*f-A"-&99~•~@8-~dx,eyer-•ey-f~ie--en 

eri~~ftd+--~reeee~ft~--ae+ere--~he--~~~e--~••--a~pee~--beerd 

eOft~es~+ftg--~~--.~~~~y--e~--a--ae~h&d--or--proeedwre---e~ 

e~~~~~~"*-of-,reper~y-edepted-ar-u~~~~e&-hy~~e-dep~~~~ 

ef--re~eftae•-Such-ee~e~-~ay-~e-b~gh~-be~o~e-the-beerd-by-e 

~~~~@-~e•peyer-er-by~-,~e~-ef-~•peyer,-whe-ere-s~~+er+y 

s~uetedw 

t~t--1#--t~e--boerd-~~+"~--t~e--ehe++enged---ru+e---er 

~reee~re--+•proper~--+t--~y-~~ee~-tfte~-~he-a5~e~~-~~s-et 

~~~ue-be-edj~~-6-~ft-d~eereenee-w~~h-+~~-~e~t~e"• 

t3t--A-dec•~~oft-ef--~~~--boerd--~~--~~~h--e--r~e--er 

pre~e~M~e--~~-tmproper-Mey-d••ee~-t~et-s~~e~sMe"~-e~eft~e~-ee 

M~~-~er-~~-~~peyep-eP-te~payer~whe-~reu~~--~~e--eet+e~ 
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e~we++-a~e~-~a~peye•~-who-sre-s~~+e~+r-~~atee, 

NEW.2!!; TIO!!~--~§f!!Q!!_!_• _!;!:!.!.!J,f~.!:_!!LASSfSSHENT RULES 

Q!L_PRQHQ~£S. __ 2!!_2§§RIEVED_ TAX~YE!L_~A!! _ __ll!_llf!L.Ilf 

~RO~£ED!!!§_~~Q£~!!lf_!21_ CHAPTER 1~, P~RT 1, BRING A 

QEC!o~~~!Q&L__,/\/QGME!!!_~!;TION_!!L THE DlllRI!;!__f.Q.\IRT SHKING A 

QECL_!l!ATION TH~!2__~ETHQQ__Q!L_~ROCEOURE_llf~~SES~MEN!_llf 

~RO~ERT.! ADDPTEJLJ!_!!_UTIJ,lliQ.J!.!_ THE DEPA!!.IME!ll_QF REHN.UE IS 

ILL~~Al_Q~_!~QPEB~ 

!!EW_g~TION·--~~f!!.Q!L.?.~-f!iQHDURE.._ _ _l!l-lli~!~ 

PROV !Qf.!L!~ SUA ~ill! ON_lfu2!L.! CT IQ~~ SUAlll__!l1_ill.H!Q!! 

!JL!j~UBJf!;!_!Q_!~f_PROVIS!ONS OF TITLE 27• CHAPTER ft• 

l.?.l _ _l!! _ _b!EU __ Qt__THE REQUIREMENT OF 27-8-301• A PARTY 

BRl~§ING~!!_ACT!Q!L!I!!!!!~B_lllC T IO!L!~_f!.E_~!_!O USE: 

i!l_!!:!L!'.~OC£Q\!REL!)!AILAB!,£_J!!!DER TI;!S_MQNTAN,L_~\&ES 

Qf__~ll!L-fRDCfDURf__f'Q!!...J!!! I NGI !!§_~_fb.!ll_~C T IQ!!L_! IT LLlli 

~~!ER_.?_Q..__~ULf_lli_OR 

i.!!l_!!:!U!!OCECJy!!LPRQ':!! ID@_FO~_lli_SU8Sill!ON (31• 

111--~~-PARTY BJ!INGING ~~~!ION_QNOSJ!__[SECTIO~__JJ 

~AY --~!,~CT __ !Q__GIYE_!!!DT!£L~S PROV!QED_!!LTHJ S SUBSEC Tl0!!!.2_ 

PAB!!_~Q_Ek~CTI!!!~-"u~r_£USL!SH_!!DTI£s__!HAL~2CTION ~ 

~EE~-~B~~~--!HE __ !!~!lfs-~US!_]f PUBLISHED AT LEAST_QNCE 

fAC_!:!_WE~~_fQB~_CON~EcU!IVE_WEEKS IN A NEWSPAPER OF GE!!!~ 

£1R£~J,~!ION __ ~~~l!SHED __ ~_THE _!;_gy~-~~RE_!tlf_~~l!Q!LIS 

£DM~ENCfQ_~~Q_!~_QI~£B-~OUNT!fi_Wl!~!M_!HE~~!!;TIO~__Qf 

THE_!!H~~\W:!QRITV._!!:!t_!!QTICE SHA!oL~OV ISE EAQLill.llARL Y 

-2- 58 210 
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SITJ!ATED TAXPAY!;_R THA:G_ 

ill-THUQ!.!!!.L!!!!!J._QClUDE HIM FRO!!_ THU!&L!f_.!j~ 

'lcEQJ!ESTS_M_U~§CIFILQATE; 

1!!l_!~l;___i~§~!~~~B__£~BABlE__QB NOT, Will 

!1'4(!00~ ~-SIM!LARlL.HTUHEO T!!.!!!YER~_!iHO_QQ__NOT _!!!QUEST 

TO BE ~XCLUDED; !~ 

1!!~~-SIMI!!J!.b!_SITUATEO TAXPAYER WHO OOES_!!Q_! 

REQUEST ElC!~QN MAYt !~§ OESIRESo ENTER AN APPEAR!~ 

1JU--I!:!Lf!2\l!!-21!!!L~DE A TAXf!ll!LE!!OM AN ACTION 

BROJ!GHT PUR~! TO [ SECTIDN!.L!LI!!~~RSQtL_j!RINGIHG THE 

ACTION PUBLlSHli_!!J!!!CE_!L_!'ROV!QfQ_lN SUBSECTION (1Ll!f 

THIS_SECTID~~.!l_!HE_!AXPAY!;_R REQUESTS TO BE EXCLUDED B!~ 

OAT£ SPECIF!m_!!L!HE_~Qillh 

tl.t1li AN __ ELECT IQ!':!__!D __ GI V!;_ __ t:!OTI!;_E _UNDER flH5 

~YB~E-f-te+l ~~ECTION _.QLOF THIS SECTIO~ ODES NOT PREVENT 

ANY PARTY TO THE ACTION fROM SERVING PROCESS ON OTHER 

INTERESTED fART~ 

lli-~~~f!l!ff§OING UNDER lliCTIDN 1 I ALL ISSUES SHALL 

BE T!!IED.JlLTHE_COURh 

NEW SE!;TIO~~ON 3_. _B~~!L.!t_!!iLQ.!HRICT 

COURT DETER!1INE~~!_!!:!5._!;.!jALLENGEQ....!!J!!L OR PROCEOUR§__ll 

!HPRQPER IT MAY DIRECT: 

ill-_!~Al_!~SESSMENT.JlL~.!t!NGEQ_!:Q!! THE TAXPAYER OR 

!ill!YEBS WHO BROUGHT THE ACTION_AS WELL AS !LL SIMI!~ 

~ITJ!AT§Q_!!!~£RSi_Q!! 
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SB 0210/03 

lli~QL_OTH~ _ _!!EHEDL__AS_ THE _ _fQ~ CONSIDERS 

AP~!!QPRI!IE• 

!ll _ _!!lf__BfMED! __ QIRECTEO BY THE OJSTR!t!_COURT MAY 

!PP!Y ONLY TQ_!AXES IMPOSED DURING OR AFTER T~E YEAR THE 

RU!f_.!l.!!_fROC£0U!!E_!i_£HALLENGEO. THE REMEDY MAY NOT APPbY-lQ 

THE APPLICATION OR IMPLEMENTATION YE_!tt§__!!ULE_OR PROCEDURE 

!S IT APPLIES TO TAXES IMPOSED IN YEARS PRIOR TO THE 

£!:!!1J,.fNGLJ!!!OER__Ll!ECTl~~ 

NEW_SECTIO~~ECT!Q~~~!!__TO BE PAlO• A TAX WHICH 

IS BASED_Q!':LTHE_BULf~-~~EDURE BEING C~ALLENGED MNOER 

ill!; TION_!J __ AND _ _!!!:!!Q!_J!EC 0!!§_ DUE -~FQB£_!HE_t I NAL 

!!fl§RMINATIO!LQL!!:!L~!!IOI!LQL!.t!LRULE OREQCEOURE _':!J!ll 

l!Lf~!Q_]!HE!:!_Ql!LAS__LJ;Q!!!Q!!IDN .!lf_.!Jl!!!!NUINU!IE ACJION~ 

Section 5. Section 15-lS-lOt. MCA, is alll@nded to read: 

"15-15-101. County tax dppeal board -- meetings and 

compensation. (lt The board of county comMissioners of each 

county shatl appoint a three-member county tax appeal board, 

with the members to serve staggered terms of 3 years each. 

The members of each county tax appeal board shall be 

residents of the county in which they serve. They shall 

receive compensation of S25 a day and travel expenses as 

provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503• as ~Mended, only 

when the county tax appeal board is in session to hear 

ta•payers• appeals fro• property tax assess•ents or when 

they are attendjng meetinqs called by the state tax appeal 

-4- SB 210 



2 

3 

.. 
5 

6 

7 

8 

q 

10 

11 

ll 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

SB 0210/03 

board. Travel ·expenses and co•pensation shall be pdid from 

the appropriation to the state tax appeal board. Office 

space and equip•ent (or the coun~y tax appeal boards shall 

be furnished by the county. All other incidental expenses 

shall be paid from t~e appropriation of the ~tate tax appeal 

board. 

(Zt The county tax appeal board Must meet on the third 

Monday of April in each year to hear protests concerning 

assessments •ade by the depart.ent of revenue~ It must 

continue in session for that purpose from ti~ to tiMe until 

the business of hearing protest~ is disposed of. but not 

1 ater than 60 days after the depart ~Not of revenue or its 

.aqent: 

(a) has mailed notice of classification and appraisal 

to all property owners as r@quired in 15-7-lOl; and 

Cb) has notified the county tax appeal board that 

classification and appraisal notices have been matled to all 

property o~ners. 

(3) In connection ~ith any such 3ppeal. the county tax 

20 app~al board may change any assess~nt or fi• the assess•ent 

21 at 'io~ne other level. The count.Y clerk shall puDlish a notice 

22 to taxpayers. giving the time the county tax appeal board 

23 will ~eet to 02ar protests concerning assessments and the 

24 

25 

latest date 

applications 

the 

for 

county tax 

such hear inqs. 
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published in a newspaper if any is printed in the county orw 

if none. then in such eanner as the board ..ay direct. The 

notice shall be published at least 7 days pr"ior·to the fil"st 

meeting of the county tax appeal board. 

~__!!!ill~~!--12_~~art•!!!! _ _2!_~Y!!Q!!! __ rule 

9!!Y!!~~ing_!b!L_~§.s~nt:_2f__Q!.2J?erty_2L~n asses~~ 

Q.!.Qf~!.~ !M!d!L~!L~!y-beflwe-~~==nm==t:•"==:§l!Pee+ 

l!!!l!l:!f SHA!L-~fPL Y__Q~h!_-TO_ THE_ TAXPAYE!L_.Il~GlNG _ _ll!E 

!J:!.!!],ENJ;~2!!Q__~~!_~QL_HfLY TO ALL SlHlLARLY SH!/AIEO 

!AXfAY_!;~L__l/!:!LE~~!LAC!IO .. IS 6ROU!;':!L!!L!!!LQ!STR ICT COURT 

!L_fROV!Q@....!!L[SECI!O .. S_L!HROU§!:L!!h" 

~e~*on-3Y--~~~*ee~~--*~~~~~Oft•---5e~~*en--+--~~ 

~e~ee~--t:e--he--eed~+•ed--es-en-~ft~e~e+-part-~-~~t4~-+~ 

e~~~er-iy-~~~-~.-aftd-~he-~¥e~s+en,-a~-~*t:•e--~s.--e~apt~ 

~.-~art-~y-e~p+y-te-seet:+on-~. 

Section 6. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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UOU$~ OF RE~REa~N.TAT~$ 
April 10, 1981 

COMMI'l'TEE ON TAXATION AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 210: 

1. Page 3, line 9. 
Following: line 8 
Strike: II (B) n 

·• Insert: "(b) The court shall exclude a taxpayer from an action brought 
pursuant to [section 1] if the person bringing the action publishes 
notice as provided in subsection (3) of this section and the 
taxpayer requests to be excluded by the date specified in the notice." 

Reletter: subsequent s~section 
Following: "UNDER" ori line 9 
Strike: 8 THIS SUBSECTION" 
Insert: "subsection (3) of this section" 


