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INTRODUCED .. ;f;t·~L& --------------------

A BILL FCR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

EXERCISE OF THE VOTING FRANCHISE BY ELECTORS UNAeL' TC VOTf 

BECAUSE OF UNoXPECTED EVENTS OCCURRING A SHORT li~E 3EFuRE 

EL~CTION DAY; PROVIDI~G FOR EHER~ENCY BALLOTS; AMENDING 

SECTION 13-35-202, RCA." 

BE IT EhACTED ~y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~CNTANA: 

UE~-Sf~IlUti. Section 1. Emer.ency ballot. {1) Any 

elsctor unable to cast a ballot in person because of 

incarceration in a jail cr em£rgency admittance to a 

hospital between neon on the day before an election and ~he 

close of the polls on election dey is ~ntitled to vote. 

{2) No earlier th~n 5:00 P•E• en election day, two 

election judges appointed by the chief election judge and 

representing different political parties shall visit each 

jcil and hos.p-ltal in the ccunty, locate any elect~rs 

admi~ted after noon on the previous day, collect or recoro 

th~ir votes or. an emergency ballet and note the time on the 

ballot. Any person admitted to the hospital or incarcerateG 

in the jail after the election judges have visited thBt 

institution may request the election judr;es tc com€ ·?!nc 

record his vote provided the reQu~st is mad~ before the 
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close of the polls. The sealed ballots shall be returned 

i&mediately to the election administrator for processing. 

{3) E•ergency b9llots shall be treated insofar as 

possible in the same way as absentee ballots under the 

provisions of (this part]t anG the provisions of 13-13-118 

also apply insofar as possible. Any provisions confllctin£ 

with those of this section do not apply to er.e~gency 

ballots. 

Section 2. Section 13-35-202 9 MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-35-2C2. Conduct cf election officials and election 

judges. An election officer or judge cf an election may not: 

(1) deposit in a ballot box a ballot on which th€ 

official stamp, as provided by law, does not appear; 

(2) prior to putting the ballot of an elector in th€ 

ballot box, attempt to find out any naffie on the ballot or 

open or examine the folded ballot of an elector; 

{3) look at any mark made by the elector upon the 

ballot; 

(4) make or place any mark or device on any fclded 

ballot w;th the intent to ascertain how the elector has 

vcteo; 

(5) allow any individual other than the elector to be 

present at the marking of the ballot except as provided in 

13-13-118~ aftd 13-13-119%_2Dg_r~~i2n_lJ; or 

(6) make a false state~ent in a certificat~ rega~ding 
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1 affirmation.• 

2 Section 3· Codification instructicn. Section 1 is 

.3 intenoeo to be cooified as an integral part cf Titl~ 1'3, 

4 chapter 13., part 2• end except as otherwi 'Se rrcvi ded in 

5 section 1, tt-:e provisions of Title 13 .=pply to section 1. 

-End-
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