
Senate Bill 177 

In The Senate 

January 17, 1981 

February 21, 1981 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Local 
Government. 

Committee recommend bill 
do not pass. 



47th Legislature LC 1013/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

d 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

1& 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

2't 

l5 

""'W<CO "' _ tf:_·G. -·~~ ·---- -----

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FCR FIRt 

PROTECTION SERVICES IN RURAL AREAS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

7-33-2201 THRDUGH 7-33-2203t 1-33-2208~ AND 7-33-2209• MCA; 

AND ~EPEALING SECTIO~ l-33-2204, MCA•" 

3£ IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TH'o STATE OF MCNTAM: 

Section 1. Section 7-33-2201, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 7-33-2201. Atti:het"-i-oty--o'f--eettft1:-y--!e•e1'"fll.oi-1"t~--~e'l'fy--1:e 

~ro1:-.et-~er.:~eT-~et"~?-8ft~-fot"e~~-r~~OUt"e~~ euc~- Fet"--i:"~ 

~ purpose of ~t"o~ee~ton-eftd-eeft~et"ve~Toft-&~ ~-R~~ 

~-~C~l~~fiC~-~Cgt~QO_~~~~C~l-~LY~tWLe~ 

.5oiQ!L_:tQ range, farm, and fon~st resourcEs ett~--e~---e:.,'@ 

~r"!Yentton-cf-~o+:t--~f"e-5TortT-tf"t@-eettf"ty--'9eYern+n!!--Ood.,---mtt'T 

per~et"~--~he--~ttne~•eft~--~f"eY+eed-tft-th+~-pert lD-Lb~~UD~¥ 

fila::_J<lllt:ll--llll---llL!l~.i.wl-ls~LI!ilL~a::-IltliL-...l~il.~>:L 

~~L-~~Iltl~~-~il.~t~L-J~-~~t-~l~2C-1~=ll=1Qlo• 

Section 2. Section 1-33-2202, MCA, is amend~d to r~ad: 

"7-33-2202. Functions of county g.Jverninq body .. The 

county governing body.,. wit.'l respsct to rur.Jl fire e-efti::re+y 

~~~l2n shall e~rry--~~t--~~e--~,ee+~+e-e~~~et"+~+@~-en~ 

~~~+e~-here+~e~~@T-+m~o~ed: 

(1) fhe--~ever"+r.:~--be4y---~he+~ provide fer th~ 
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organization of volunteer rural fire control crews• ;t.Q 

!:.<>lllb.il.L..f~ 

.LZ.) p rQy lg~Jw:_~llJ:mil.:ti.!liL..llf...t:lillll~ltQlwJ:t.~~LflU 

~anl~ln acco~dsoce wjth d~pl~~bl~-RLQxl~2D~~f 

1::J.>::ZJll....f!lL-~L!lte't j Qn Qf_.J:!.I.(g}___J;tCw;J;UJ:~Ji..il.DlJ_oilllll:il.l 

~~!i<IIIJ:t:£CS..L 

t~tLJl ~fte-geve~ftTn~-&efty-~fte~+ appoint a county rural 

fire chief and ~ueh--d+s~~+e~--rara+--~+re ~o1uotee£_fi~ 

~U¥ chiefsT-~hjee~-te-~fte-d~ree~+en-eft~-~H~erY+~+en--ef 

the--eoa"*y--rare+-f+re-ehTe~y as they-een~+d@¥ it~~Ai~L~ 

necessary~_unla~t_pL!l~~-fQL_g__b.g,;;.J:l1__of_~~~as~ 

~a::llltig~__in--L~lon __ ~J· k!lunt~yglunt~~r _fl~-t:2~0¥ 

t:b.li:f~_!illal-L.b..<U.Illl1er the s~~lll!L..>!lliLlll=till!L..~~ 

t:DYO~cal-Jl~~ll.hih 

f3i4!l ~he--eou~~y--govepnfn~--~ofty--~he~+~ within the 

limitations of 'f-33-i'i'8'i =J.::Zl.lll through 7-33-2209• 

prot~ct the ~en~ey-~ermy-eftd-~ore~~-~~nd~ CUCQ~LU~tuL~ 

il.DU-DatULQl-~!i<IUL~ within the county from fire +n 

eeep~re~+on--•+~h--federety-~e~eT-~ne-o~"e~-T+P~-~rotee~+cft 

e~@ne+e~y-+nc+ud+n9-~overn+ft~-ee~fe~-of-edj~+~+n~-eo~nt+e~. 

Ih~-t:QUD~--~Qlt~CDln~-~¥--Wil.~--~C--lnt!l-~utual __ al~ 

~~~ut~--f2L-_l~~lf__,;;.ad __ fQC_~ullt~-~lunt~~a:;_ __ flc~ 

~~~~--~lth--~eLalL-~~~L--lg~a~--2a:: _ _a~~c __ flLe 

QCnt;;t:tLlrL.J>~~~~__int:lu..dio>L,gmt~!:L!.irul-tll.lll.«:i.-llf_a~~ 

J;.Q.U.Dliii:..:i&" 
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Section 3. Section 7-33-2203, ~CA, is arusnded to redd: 

•7-33-l203. County rural fIre chief arul-~:b 

~£e£- fjre company chiefs. The county rural fire chlaf 

may be a regular county officer or other person who in the 

opinion of the heerd ~~x~LD!ng-b~ is the b8st qualified to 

perform the duties of this office and who +$-ft~ max-he 

entitled to additional COMpensati-on for the duties hereby 

imposed. A--kllWI.tlt ypl Uli.tfUlJ: _ _f~p~~baLmaX-Il£_a 

r epyl a r c puD:t.JI:_.J:~:tli!L.AD.!Lai:Y~-ldtbout compl:WiiJUolla • 

Section 4. Section 7-33-2209, MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-33-2208. Fire control powers - 1 iabil ity. (1) Any 

county rural fire chief or dT~tr+et--~6Pe~--~+re--eft+e~ 

yglunteec_fiLe-kQ&Paoy chief or his deputy may ent9r private 

property or direct the entry of fire control crews QL 

yoluoteeL _ _f!Le __ kQ&pan~~ for the purpose of sup?ressinq 

fires. 

(2) A chi~f or deputy and the county or rural district 

are immune from suit for injury to persons or nroperty 

resulting from actions taken to suppress fires under this 

section.• 

Section 5. Section 7-33-2209• MCA, is amended t~ read: 

"1-33-2209· Finance of fire control activities. (1) 

The county governing body is authorized to appropriate funds 

~-the- peywent Qf__~ for the purchase, care• and 

maintenance of firefightin9 equipment ar-~e~~fte-~ey•@~-eT 

-3-
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we~e~--+n--preve"ot+e"y--de~ee't:+eft..-'!lftd-5tt~"Pes~.f.en-a-F-f.+-t•"e'S'.L 

f.o.L.:tJle-iLULQOS@ of buyi D? or -mllct.ainl~-fl.c~--J.U:~c.linn 

tgc!J!ties1--PJ: for th~-PULI'~--Ilf-~utl:a~tiD~flL~ 

lli:Pt.\:~Servicll to grpjll!r:t)' liii!UO.lfw-~J:Zz.Jll• 

(2) ~~~he-~~fte~a~-~und-+5-&Heg~~e-~e-~h~-~~~~-~+M+'t:? 

tfte-eeHn~-~ern+ft~-~eey-.ayy-~-ftfty-~+M@-~~Red-ey-~~w-~e~ 

~ewy--end-e~ssm~n~-e~-~e~~•-+~¥y-~-tex-e~-~~eh-ope•e-es-+" 

~~e+r-j~d~~-w+++-be-neeessery-~e-re+~e-~~eh--"eee~~--~~m• 

ftot--~e--eweeed--t4§y&B8• AJ; _ _J;b.\:_J;~_flx~-U¥-laA-fQJ:-Lbe 

aDQUQl levy aod~£SSSeOt Qf tpxeSt tQe __ ~~~-~~nlnQ 

bP.a¥-Y 1 eyy Lli!IJid,al t.aK ui'P~-ilJ:Pil~~Pltl:J:ilQ...IID<Il:J: 

1=ll=Z-"U-fo&:.-.tll.!l-W~m~~l i ned i [LSU~l;ligo_J.U... 

~ouak)'WiaJ:__J;ax__a;t_ sycb rate ~--ia_ll;~ug~~ot_wlLl_ll~ 

Q2cossary ~Qd fire ~mALQ~~.__~~~CRl-fYoQ __ l~ 

~<liLt.o_tbe 1 i mit. J;h<> J~:vv..m;u..oot..~>L~U.t.ll.IU.o. • 

W~ECTIPN. Section 6. Trustses -- duties 

election. (1) The county may pr-ovide for the G-ll?ction of 

board of trust~es to govern the affairs of th€ county 

volu11teer fire companies• The board•s duties include 

appointment of the county rural fire chiefy volunteer fir~ 

company chiefs, recommendation of budget lavels to th<; 

governing body, signing of mutual aid aqreements, and 

administration of other affairs of the companies. 

(2) The trustees shall be elected as prc~id~~ in 

-4-
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1 su..Jst:c'tion (3) of 13-1-104. The ter.n of offic9 shall be 4 

2 ye~rs beginning on the first Monday in January following 

3 their election or until their successors at"e elected ano 

4 qualified. Apj)ointments to fill vacancies must be made by 

5 the county governing body, and appointees shall hold office 

6 until the next regular election. Nominations for office 

shall be made as provided in 13-14-113. All electors,. as 

8 defined in Title 13, who reside in the county are eliqibl~ 

9 tc vot;-;- in the election. 

10 (3) The trustees shall or]anize by choosing a chair~an 

11 and appointing one member to act as secretary. 

12 ~.s..Eu.llltl.& Section 7. County rur.Jl fire counc i 1. 

l!!o Th~ county governing body may form .:. county rural Tire 

14 council to assist the county governing body by fllakinq 

15 recon;mendations on carrying out the rural fire prot~ction 

16 duties of the county. The council shall be chaired ~Y the 

17 county rural fire chief. 

13 s~ction S. CoCification instruction. Sections 6 and 7 

1~ ara int~nded to be codified as an intearal nart of Title 7, 

20 chapter 33 9 part 22 9 and th~ provisions of Title 7, chcpter 

21 

22 

33 1 ~art 22, apply to sections 6 and 1. 

Saction 9. Repealer. Section 7-33-22049 

23 repe..';iled. 

->::nd-
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