Senate Bill 177

In The Senate

January 17, 1981 Intrcduced and referred
to Committee on Local
Government.

February 21, 1981 Committee recommend bill

do not pass.
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INTRIDUCED 8Y

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *"™AN ACT TO PROVIDE FCR FIRE
PROTECTION SERVICES 1IN RURAL AREAS; AMENDING SECTIONS
T-33-2201 THROUGH T7-33-2203, T-33-22084 AND T-33-2209s MCA;

AKD RAEPEALING SECTION T-33-2204y MCAL™

3E IT &NACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THT STATE OF MONTARA:
Section 1, Section 7-33-2201y MCAy is amended to reads
"7=-33-2201s AdtReriey-—of-—county--geverning——hody——ta
orotsct-rangey-farmy-and-forest-resourees LUrpnscs For--the
Ibe purpose of protection—snd-conservatiom—of this part is
to_provide for fire oargoteciion scryices o rural _structures
apd _to rancey farme and forest resources eamd-—ef--the
prevention—cf-soti-2resiony-—the-ecounty--geverning——body--mey
perfers——the——funetiona——provided-in—this-part in the county
for.which.oo protection.is provided undar Title 7 chapier
23y pari 21: Title Ia_ ghapter 33e part 4l or I6-11z101.%
Saction 2. Section 7-33-2202y ¥CA, is amendad to read:
®7-33-2202s. Functions of county governing bodye The
caunty governing bodys with respzct to rural fire eontroty
nrotsctign shall eorry-——out--the——specifie-nueheriticas—ans
dotisa-hereinafrer-imnosed:

(1} FThe—governine--bsdy---sheld provide for the
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arganization of volunteer rural fire control crewsw tQ
combat firesi

12) _ provide for the formation.of county volunteer fire
coppanies._in-accordznce with  opolicable. prowvisions __of
1=223-221) for the protection of rural structures sod oatural
CRSQUICess

+23{3) Fhe-governing—bedy—ahaelt appeint a county rural
fire chief and sueh--district--rural--fire yolupntoer fire
company chiefsy—subjeet—to-the-direetion-end-supervision--of
the-—cotnty—-ruret-fire-chiefy as they-consider ji_considers
necessarys unless it provides for a board of _frustess as
provided _in_ [section 5] County yoluynteer fire company
chiefs_ shall be under the supervision and directicn _of the
county rural fire chief.

$33{4) Fhe——county-—dgoverning-—boedy--shetdy within the
Timitations of #-33-2265 7I-33-2203 through T7-33-2209¢
protzact the rongey—farmy—amd-forezst-tands pural structurcs
and_patural. _resources within the county from Fire +n
eooperation-—with--federaty-statey-and-octher-fire-protection
adenciesy—rncieding-qoverning-podies—aof-adjoining—coantiesa.
Ibe__ couniy_ _goyerping. .body wmay._eptsr . into _cutual _aid
agraemwents. for _itself and for._county _ _volunteer __fire
companiesy  with federals states locals _or _gther  fire
peotaction Bgenciess including governjog todies of adicining

cauntiess®™
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Section 3. Section T-33-2203y MCAy is amended to read:
n7-33-2203. County rural fire chief and. _county
¥alunteer  fire cogpany ghiefs« The county rural fire chiazf
may be a regular county officer or other person who in the
opinion of the bemrd goyarping Hody is the best qualified to
perform the duties of this office and who ¥#s-met pay be

entitled to additional compensation for the duties hereby

imposeds  A__county. yolunteer. firs cokpapy chigf pay_be s
cegular _county gaployae and Seryes witbout compensatignas®

Section 4e Section T-33-2209y MCAe is amended to read:

"7-33-2208. Fire control powers -—— tiabilitys (1) Any
county rural fire chief or distriet--rura¥-——-fire——chief
volunteer fire company chief or his deputy may enter private
properﬁy or direct the entry of fire control crews gf
yvolunteer.  fire _coepanies for the purpose of suppressing
firesa

(2) A chief or deputy and the county or rural district
are iamune from suit for injury to persons or orogerty
resulting from actions taken to suppress fires under this
secticna."

Section 5« Section T-33-2209y #CAs is amended to read:

"7-33-2209« Finance of fire control activities. (1)
The county governing body is authorized to appropriate funds
for _the _navmept _of _wagess for the purchasey cares and
maintenance of firefighting equipment er—fep-the-payment——of
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"ﬂgeﬁ"+ﬂ“Pfevth+ony—-deteetieﬂ7~=ﬂ6-sﬂppfe:3+onfui—¢ifes;
for tbe pucnose of buying or —maintazining _firs_ _protoction
facllitiess _or _for_ _the purpose. _of  coatracting for firs
Rroteciiop service Lo property specified in I=32-2201.

(2) ¥f-the-general-fand-is—budgerted-ta—the-fudt-timity
the-cednty—governing—body-mayr—tt—eny-tite—fixed-by-Faw——for
tevy——and-assessment—of-toxesy-favy-a-tox—at-such-rate~as-in
their-judament—witt—be—necessary-to-roise-such——needus-——samy
ﬂﬂt"‘tﬁ“e*eeﬁﬂ"gisrﬂﬂﬂv Ak __tbe time fixed py Iaw for the
appual leyy and assesspent Qf Lax2se . %he _gounty goverpning
body may lewvy a.speclal. tax upop 211 properiy coxeced under
I=33-2201 _for the pyrpeses outliped i0 subsection {1l

L3)__The county gowerning. hody may 3L _such time l2vy .3
councywide tox. . st such rate as g its_ juggment will. Lo
necessary o fund fire emergencicse. If the gep2ea] fund.._ iz
budgeted to the limifa the Jevy may pot exceed $22:000.%

OEH .SELTIONa Section 6« Trustass — duties -
elections (1) The county may provids for the zlection of =
board of trustees +to govern the affairs of the county

volunteer fire companiese The board®s duties include

W

appointment of the county rural fire chiefy volunteer fir
company chiefss recommendation of budget 1lavels to the
governing bodysy signing of mutual aid agqreementss and
administration of other affairs of the companies.

(2} The trusteas shall be eltected as provided in
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supsection {3) of 132-1-104e The term of office shall be 4
years beginning on the first Monday in January following
their election or until their successors are elected ana
qualifieds Appointments to fill vacancies must be made by
the county governing bodys and appointees shall hold cffice
until the next regular electione Nominations for office
shall be made as provided in 13-14-113. A1l elactorsy as
defined in Title 13¢ who reside in the county are eligible
to vot2 in the electiona

{2) The trustees shall organize by choosing a chairman
and appointing one member to act 3s secretarys

NEY SECTIONs Section 7« County rursl fire councile
The county governing body may form a county rural fire
council to assist the county governing body by makiﬁq
recommendations on carrying out the rural fire protection
duties of the county. The council shall be chaired by the
county rural fire chief.

Szction 8. Cocification instructione Sections & and 7T
ara intanded to be codified as an integral part of Title 7.
chapter 33y part 22s &nd the provisions of Title 7y chapter
33y part 22+ apply to sections 6 and Ta

Sz2ction Se Repealer. Section T-33-2204%y 4ACAy @5
repealeds

-End-
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