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INTRODUCeD BY 
:L...< _____ _ ------

BY REQUEST OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A ~ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

LICENSING OF COMMUNilY GROUP HOMES FOR THE OEVELOPHENTALLY 

OISA3LED AND TO ALLOW FOR THE ADOPTION OF RULES RELATING TO 

THAT LICENSING; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-20-305 AND 53-20-307, 

MCAe" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-20-305t MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-20-305. teee+--eofl~~e~---e~---hem@~---~Hbje~t---to 

~e~e~tmen~e+-ra~e~ Cpntrpl_ana_}L~~l~2f-~gmmunlt¥-bnw~~· 

~ Co~munity homes for the developmentally disabled may be 

under local control, and the nonprofit corporations or 

associations operating se+d community homes are authorized 

to establish home5 and programs they believe in the best 

interest of their homes. T~e-d+ree~or-e~-~he-d~ar~men~-o~ 

~~e+~+-end-reheb+t+~e~Toft-s@~Y+ees--~he+~--edop~--ree~oneb+~ 

rH+e~--end--~~enfter~~-~e--eerry--~~-~A@-aftm~fl+~~ra~~en-end 

purpos~~-of-~h+s-pert• 

LZl- A cornmuol~~-f~~-a~~la~~n1all¥--~abl~ 

maL not ORUatil unless jt js licensed ll.x-1be~tm£.QL.jll 
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LC 0305j01 

~aL.aruL~litatjon ·~~ 

Lll--I~~~c1mea1_fQL-1~-~u~u~_gf_ll~eosing _shall 

~L~l!Osla.l:~lllLl:lll~~~DlruJ~;.ulm.i.nlstrat i au_ ana 

~r:ati on ~21111W0lu _ __!uwt::;_fQL 

.llllallliul.& 

the d>Utll.l=nt.al.l¥ 

~The depaLtwen1-_miillt--OP1_l~n~iil-QQmmunl1¥-buwe 

;tba.l;-'la,s_not beeo_s:.ert j f j ed-lu-b.2th the U.a:t..e_--f.lLe_~.al 

.il.ll.<l_1~_g=r heal tb_al111lgrj.u-=-QLwt~.in 53-20-301.... n 

Section z. Section 53-20-3079 MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-20-307. Standards and rules for 1 i cens i ng. 

!11_-Lal The ee~er~men~-ef-hea+~h-end-env+ronme~e~-~efenee~ 

~~~__ma~!:;-~au shall p~e.H~~e~e--and adopt 

standards ene--r~+~ for the ~.f.eeft~-i-ft~ f.iu__:;ilfe1.¥ 

~rtjfjcatign of community homes for-~he-deve~epmen~e++y 

d+seb+ed-~o-+n~are-~he-hee~h-end-~efety-c~-the-~e~Tde"t~-~~ 

~tteh-+leme~. 

lb.L:Lommuo j t y home~JW..S..t.-he-'-iU:tifl~_fi.1~~--~X 

lllt-tll.L~Lti~-m.aunau 

!~!_~tate fire marsh~~ball_og1if¥-tb~~~tmeot 

llLJ.u!;.ia!.__an!L_L.eballililali20 __ :;.ecl!~--Q"--t<L-11~:1Jle.t__a 

~P!IIlBWli.U home ba:;_luwn.£.ectifl,eg. 

!ll-lii!.l-Ib.e.JI~su:t.tiO:t-PL_beal:tb _ _aol:L_.ellltli:IUU!lii:Dt..a.l 

s.ecl!l~~~!__agQUl__~uaac~-aoa_-cules __ tu_iosure tbe 

beiill1h_anl:L:;at~¥-Pf~Le:;laen1S_uf_~~Y homes. 

.LJU_.J.~l .. ~lillllU1-PL-.I:IliUls:L__J:lealt.ll--<>ll~.U 
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO .. 109-81 "·----------·· 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form Jl!J· I 5 

In compliance with a written request received _ ..... J...,acun.u.u.._ar.._.yf-...--11...,6c___, 198_1__ __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for . __ Senate. ..BiJLUZ._~- pursuant to 'Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

An act to provide for licensing of community group homes for the developmentally 
disabled. 

Assumptions 

1. Inspections will be performed by local, county, or district health department personnel. 
2. The number of Community Homes for the Developmentally Disabled licensed will not change 

drastically enough to require modification of local health department programs. 
3. The department will, in addition to promulgating standards, advise local, county, or 

district health departments in the operation of the program. 
4. To aid in the promulgation of standards, the department would enlist the help of a 

task force consisting of six representatives of the department and six representatives 
of the general public including providers of Community Homes for the Developmentally 
Disabled services. No additional FTEs would be needed. 

5. Inflation will continue at a rate of 15% per year. 

Fi sea 1 Impact 

The Montana Department of Health and Environmental Sciences shall bear costs relative 
to the adoption of standards and rules. 

A 12 member advisory unit will be formed from: 
6 agency staff (including nutritionists, sanitarians, doctors, inspectors, etc.) 
6 lay members (to include at lease one local health officer) 

The costs are for travel of the lay members to a three-day workshop to develop the 
standards for a total of $1,200. The legal costs for preparations, hearings, printing, 
and distribution would be $2,370. Total cost to the state if this measure passes is 
$3,570. 

Technical Notes 

The Department of Health and Environmental Sciences has some concern relative to the 
wordage of Section 2, Paragraph 2b, regarding the "or other authorized representatives". 
The department feels that more clarification is needed here L 
i~ order ~o remove the inference that the Department of Healt~ ~n \,. . . 
m1ght be 1ncluded. ----d:x'tl J. •• -c!_.IAt\-_. ______ _ 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: .-l::_L5....=..$1_._. 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SEtiATE BILL 137 

Senate Public Health. Welfare and Safety Co~mittee 

A statement of intent ·iS required fo~ this bill because 

it amends 53-20-305. MCA. and 53-Z0-307• MCA. to give ~~ 

department of social and rehabilitation services the 

authority for the purposes of Title 53, chapter 20, part 3• 

to liCense community group homes and for rulem~king 1n 

r~lation to that licensing. 

Title 5), chapter 20, part 3, provides for community 

hom~~ for dev~lopmentally dlsabl~d persons. It wds the 

intent of p~rt 3 to ~rovide for the regulation of community 

hom~s by the department of social and rehabiJ itation 

servic~s and the department of health and environmental 

sc l ences • The department of social and rehabilitation 

servic~s was given authority to adopt reasonabl~ ~ules and 

standa~ds to Cdrry out the admini~tration and purposes of 

part 3. The ~epa~~ment of health and environmental sciences 

was ·~iven the authority to I icense community ho10es to ins.ure 

the sanitation and safety of the residents. The authority 

was qiven the department of social and rehabilitation 

5erv1ces to license community homes in order to insure the 

quality of services provided. The authority to adopt rules 

relcltinq to that licensing was not explicitly provided. The 
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Sf. 137 

department of social and rehabilitation services has hdd to 

act unde~ imp 1 i ed authority in 1 icens i ng community group 

homes dnd adopting ~utes ~elating to licensing. 

This bill pro~ides the department of social and 

rehabilitation serv•ces with explicit authority for the 

licensing of community group homes and for adoptin~ rules 

relating to that licensing. 

Among the areas that the rules relating to licensing 

will address are the followtnq: facility acquisition, 

facility designy 9roup home staffing, staff training. 

service goals and design. quality of services, client 

placement o~ocedure, client rights and privileges, client 

yrievance procedure, provider grievance procedure, and 

accounting procedures including accounting of client 

financial resour~es. Rules dealing with health and safety 

will be developed with the assistance of the department of 

health and environmental sciences. including water ·and waste 

disposal, food service, 1aundry 9 and Sdfety standards which 

.are compdtible with the residential character of t.he 

facility. 

The physical well-being and safety of the clients is 

provided for in that the group homes a~e to be certified for 

fire and life safety by the state fire marshal who ~hall 

adopt standards ~nd notify the department upon certification 

of a community home as complying with those standa~ds. 
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First adopted by the Senate Public Health, welfare and 

2 Safety Committee on February llt 19Rl. 
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Approved by Comm. on 

Public Health, safety and Welfare 

SENATE BILL NO. 137 

INTRODUCED BY JOHNSON 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 0 AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

LICENSING OF COMMUNITY GROUP HOMES FOR THE DEVELOPMENTALLY 

DISABLED AND TO ALLOW FOR THE ADOPTION OF RULES RELATING TO 

THAT LICENSING; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-ZQ-305 AND 53-20-307, 

~CA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE UF MONTANA: 

Refer to Introduced Bill 

(Strik€ everything after the enacting clause and rnsert:) 

SECTION 1. SECTION 53-20-3Q2l._MC!.l\ IS AMENDED TO READ: 

•53-20-305. t~~--eeft~~~---ef---he~~---subjeet---~e 

depart.e"t&l--r~e~T &e~~"+~-~OMe~-~or-~he-Se~e~ep~nte+~y 

df~eb~ed-mey-~--ende~--+~et--contro•y--aftd--the--ftoftpro~~~ 

eer~e¥~~+~~--e~-8~1oeie~fe~~-ep~ett"9-Se~d-eomman~ty-ho~~ 

ere-~~~"~~~ed-~e-e$~~8~5~-~~S-aftd-pre~6m~they--~e~teve 

in--the--be~t--+~tere~--of-t~+~-heae~.-~~-d+re~~or-e+-~fte 

~~e~~~~~-e~~oe~a~-eftd-r@hehf~~a~~&ft-~e~vfee~-~he~~-e~e~ 

rea~efteh+e--r~+es---dftd---s~e~derd~---te---ea~ry---e~~---~fte 

edmTn~3trett~-a"d--pur~e~e~--of-th+~-~ert• 111~-f2!~nil} 

~~ to,. the__Qg:!.!lQ~.Qta!!L-f! i sab!~!L.2.!12!L_QL_!..i£~nsed 
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se ol37to2 

~nnY~!!~ _ _Qy _ _!h~__Qge2[~n!__Qf__~gcial and rehabilitation 

~ic~s..! 

lll _ _Q!!~ te!!!QQ!.~a_l i ce~~-!:!£._l~~Q_f~_r_n!L_!.QnQer 

th,2!! _ __2Q __ 1!!.l.L_lf __ th~_rg--2~~~oidable deli!.YL_in_~ 

certific~!!Q~~~oces~ 

1ll __ l.5!Ll!!~ep ar !.~!! t for the ---l:!!:!!.Q~--2!__! i c eMiruJ 

~!l __ ~Q.QJll __ __ll!!~rds____M!d __ ru!~~- concerning the 

admi~il!!~ion.~r~~!.Q~healt~~~-~~~-2f__£2~~nity 

ho~g§.__fQL_!t!~~~elog~nta!!_x__Msab!~d. 

12l __ !ng~-QgQ~rtm~n!_ _ _Qf_~~~lth_~QQ__gnvir2n_mgQta1 

~l~~£g~~bEl!_Rr2~lJe_~Qvi£~~--~ID-~n~i~ _ _!Q_ the 

1~J?~r.~nt_~f.~i aU!!g_£~habi 1 itation~vic_!s concer.ning 

th!_~tandardU.2!._t!~llt!.-i!!!!!~!ety. • 

SE~TION_2. __ SE~!!Q~_2~=20-~07o_~~~~AHE~QED TO_gEAD: 

"53-Z0-307. Stand~~~--eftd--ru~e~ tl~lth __ ~nd __ safety 

~~2~~ for licensing. ~he--de~artmen~--~--hee~~-e"d 

e~+~enme~~•-1e*enees-~he+4-pre~l~e~e-e~d-ede~t--~~enderd3 

eftd--ru~e~--f&r--~~--lfe~~*~g--e+--eommun~~y-home~-¥~r-~ 

d@Ve+e~~~~e+~-di~6C+ed-to-t"~ure-~he-~ee+th-e~d-~e+ety--o+ 

the---re5iden~~---e~---5ueh--home~• 1!1_1~--~fter ~ilia! 

~!ific2tion_Q~_ihg_~!2te __ fi~~2rSh2~ __ £Q!~uni!Y __ bomes 

m~! __ be __ £gr!ified_2~~2!!~ for_fi£~~~2-!l!g_~afg!Y_Qy~ 

sta!~i~~~~~b~~ 

iQ1__!~~~!2!~_fir~~rsha!_!b2~Q!ify_tQ~ depa,.!men! 

~f_~2ci~l-2nQ_rghabi!it~£ion serY!£g~b~-£Q~munl!x__~ 

-2- S6 137 
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SB 0!37/02 

ha~_y~-£~tifl~~ 

2 ~-_i~l_l2f2! _ _b~~!!n offi~~~D~l!_£~lfl_£om~y~itx 

3 !:!Q!!e5_f.Q!.__f9~l!.! i a~_wi!.!L.b~al th~~feU __ s_!~~~-_!.f 

4 for __ ~~-~~son _ _!he ___ loca! __ ~!h2£itY _ _£~~~-£Qmplet~~ 

5 £~!.if i C:!!J..2!Li!L.!L!..i me ~~!..L!h.!L~I!£!r t~!,_Qf_-1.:!.£ at th 

6 and environmental sci enc.es is authol"i.~d __ !.Q~~~ 

1 Qete_r:mi !}at!.2!!._2!!_£~r.t ificat i .2!1.!. 

s !12.1_~- rea~Q!l5!Qi.!L!~-~-~~.[ged _!.2_:!uthO[!. zed 

q Q~!~-~~--Q!fi~~--1~~~=20-}Q}_fgr_!he healt~n~~fetv 

10 cer,t.illiillQ~" 

-End-

~-
-3- 58 137 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE BILL 137 

Senate Publ i.e Health., Welfare and Safety Committe~ 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it amends 53-20-305, r-1cA, and 53-Z0-307, MC.A. 

department of social and rehubilitation 

to give 

services 

the 

the 

8 authority for the purposes of Title 53, chapter zo, part 3 9 

9 to license community group homes and for rulemaking in 
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relation to thdt licensing. 

Title 53, chapter 20, part 3, prov1des for 

t-1omes for developmentally disabled persons .. 

community 

It W..:.~ 5 the 

intent of part 3 to 1-HOVl<.!e for the regulation of community 

homes by th~ department of social <H•d rehabi I itation 

servicas and the de~artment of health dnd environmental 

s.c i ences. The depdrtment of social and rehabilitation 

se~vices was given authority to adopt reasonable rules and 

5tundards. to carry out the 3dministration and purposes of 

;Jdrt 3. Th~ depA~rtment of health and en vi ronmenta1 5Cl ences 

was ~iven the dUthority to license community homes to in5ure 

th~ sanit~tion and safety of the residents. The authority 

~as given the department of social dnd rehaoil itation 

ser-vtc.es to 1 icense communtty homes in order to insure the 

quality of services 11rovided. The authority to adopt rul~s 

2S reldtinq to that I icensing wa-s not expl icit.ly provided. ThP 
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SB 137 

department of social and rehabilitation services has had to 

act under implied authority in licensing community group 

homes and adopting rules relating to licensing. 

This bill provides the department of social and 

rehabilitation services with explicit auth0rity fur the 

licensinq of community group homes and for adopting rules 

relating to that licensing. 

Among th~ a~eas that the ~ules relating to licensing 

w i tl address are the following: facility acquisition, 

facility design. yroup home staffing, st)ff training. 

servi£e godlS and design, quality of services. client 

placement 

yrievance 

accounting 

proce-dure, 

procedure• 

pr oc:.edu~es. 

client rights and privileges. client 

providfH" grievance p~ocedureT and 

including accounting of client 

financial 

wi 11 :.Je 

re5Qurces• Rules dealing with health and safety 

developed with the assistance of the department of 

hedlth and environmental 

disposal. food service. 

dr€ compatible with 

facility. 

sciences, including Wdter and waste 

laundry. and safety standards which 

the residential char~cter of the 

The physical well-being and safety of the clients is 

provided for in that the group homes are to be certifiect for 

fire and life safet1 by the state fire ~arshal who shall 

adopt standards dnd notify the department upon certification 

of a community home as complying with those standards .. 

-2-
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SENATE Bill NO· 137 

INTRODUCED BY JOHNSON 

BY REQUEST QF 

TKE OEPA~TMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A &ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT· TO PROVIDE FOR THF 

LICENSING OF COMMUNITY GROUP HOMES FOR THE DEVELOPMENTALLY 

DISABLED AND TO AllOW FOR THE ADOPT! ON OF RULES RELATING TO 

TYAT LllENSING; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-20-305 A~O 53-20-307, 

MC A..•• 

BE IT ENACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATIO 3F MONTAN~.: 

Refer to Introduced bill 

(Strik~ everything dfter the enacting c1duse dnd tnsert:t 

SECTION 1. SECTioN 5:;-z0-305, MCA, IS AME(!I~JLI.Q_BEAQ.;. 

w53-20-30S. ~oea+--een~~+---o+---home,---~~jeet---te 

fte~ert~nt~f--~Mfe~~ &e~mttn~ty-home5-~er-~~~-deYe+opmen~a~y 

A+~~e+~d-mdy-b~--~ft~e~--~ee~+--eOfttr~+y--~ne--t~e--nOftp~of~t 

eerpor~~teft~--er-e~~ee~a~~en;-e~e~tT"1-~atd-ee~M~A+ty-home~ 

&re-~~tno~t~ee-~o-@~tee+~~h-home~-dn6-~re~~~m~they--be+~@~ 

fft--~he--be3t--iftte~~~~--e+-thetr-hoM@~~-Th~-d+reetor-o~-the 

e~ertmen~-of-56e~~~-ftfte-~ehdhi~tt~~te"-~@rvtee~-~ha++-ade~ 

~ea~eft~~+~--rtt+e~---~ftd---~t~~ee~d~---to---edr~y---e~t---tfte 

edmtn+~trett~-8ftd--~o~~~~e~--o~-t~~~-p~~t~ ~~~~l!!_HO~~ 

2 5 b!ff~.ll~~==-AC M!!:!!~!H! I ON, _QffMJI ON, _t!f.!.!,!fu __ ~!ill._2.~illl: 
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SB 0137/03 

2~~0ARO~ 1ll_~ __ £Q~~uni~y__b~ __ LQr_!bg~~g!Qe~1~ 

di~~£!gQ_Sh2!l_~e lice~~~-~nnual!Y _ _Qy_ the department of 

~l2l.~~!.~ha_!!ili!.ali2!L~erv i c~ 

Ul __ Qng_.t~or ar _l_!!.£,.~ug;-.!!!:tl:_2.!L!2 sug_Q_fQL_no IS'!{!Yer 

~n _ _§Q __ Q~~s if there are unavoidable del~--i~- the 

~!__!fif_!!t i O!!._Q~~ 

iJl~l-!~-1~Q~!1~~!__fQ!.__lb~~LQgse_of_l~~~~i~9 

sha!_l __ adoQ!_ __ ~dara_s ___ dnd __r~le~----C~£rning th<> 

admini~!L2!l2n2 __ QQ~t2!iQ~~- health~-~Q-~~fety_of_£Qm~nity 

Q~g~_!~!._!~~~ve12Q~~~!~~lsab!ed~ 

1Ql __ Thg __ QgQ~~ID£U! __ Qf___health __ _2~Q ___ ~nviron~~! 

sc i~!!£~~-2!!ill _ _Q!...Q>J i de___2.Qv ice_2!J.!L_!.!.f.Om~Q_ati on to the 

g~~rt~nt of_12£ial_~nd rehabilitdtion services concerning 

!~-~ta~~~_f~r_bg~!!b~Q-~2!~~" 

~~~!I0~_2. __ ~f~JI0~~=~0-~07,_~£~~_!~-~~DEQ_lQ_BfAD: 

"53-20-307. 5~eftddrd~--6"d--~u+~~ ~~2!~~-~--~~fetv 

17 ~tdD~2~ for licensing. ~n~--de~e~~Me"~--o~--hee+~--eftd 

18 

19 

20 

21 

e~i~e"me~~~~--~ete"ee~-5ha++-p~eMtt+ge~e-end-adept-5~ftft~~~~ 

eft~-rtt+e~-~~~-the--+Tee"~~"q--er--comm~n+~y--"eme~--~nr--th~ 

e~~~~pmente++y--dt~dh~ee-~e-Tn~ar~-the-hea+~h-eftd-~e~ety-~ 

~he--~e~~dent~--ef--~~e"--"~me5~ l!l_!~---~f!~r ___ lfritial 

22 ~!!flf~tiQQ __ Q~ __ !h~--~!~!g__fifg_m~ha~_£Qm~ni!Y_Q~ 

23 

2't 

25 

~~~1-~£~[!ifi~~uuallY_!2L_fire_~1_llf~~f~y__Qy_~ 

sta!~_fl~~~~2~ 

1~1--Ib~~!~_fi!~S£Sh§!~!!~!l~otify_£b~~~!me_n! 
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se Ol37;o3 

2f--~~i~~~£~~~i!l~~i2n_jg~ic~-~~n_~_£2~Ui~-hQ~ 

2 ~-bee_Q~!,tif led. 

3 Lfl __ ~l_h~!_h~!~b_E!fis!r!-~!L_£!L!if~ommYni!Y 

4 Q~~--f~r--~RliEn£~--~i!b he"l!b_and_~f~ty_~~Q~r1~~ 

s fQ!_~ay_~~~~~-!b~ __ !Qfal __ 2Y1n2!l!t__~~ll21__f~e!~tg _ _!he 

& £~1i f i c.~lli!!.._l!!--!!-tl~~-~-!!!!!.Lt_ the !!ge!!!. t"'!!!LQ.f.~.illt! 

1 ~-~~~irQ.Q~S~l--~~~~-~--~~tho~lL~--tQ~~~---1~ 

8 ~~~~i~~Q~~~!.!ifl~!i~ 

9 1Ql--~--!.~2~Qll~2l~--fg~~~~Qg__fQ2~g~-1~~tho~l~~ 

10 ~!l~2~efin~_lu_23-ZO=JQJ_for_~--D~!!b __ ~Q-~~fe~ 

11 ~!l.fl.cati.Q!!.!.." 

-End-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE BILL 137 

Senate Public Hea1th• Welfar-e and Safetv CoiRinitt.ee 

A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

it a•ends 53-Z0-30~, MCA, and 53-20-307, MCA, to give the 

department of social and rehabilitation services the 

authority fa,.- the purposes of Title 53, chdpte~ zo, part 3• 

to J icense co•munity group howes and for r-ulemaking in 

reldtion to that licensing. 

f1tle 53, chapter 20. part 3, provides for co~.unity 

homes for developmentally disabled persons. It was the 

intent of part 3 to provide for the regulation of community 

ho~es by the depa~tment of social and rehabilitation 

services and the 

sciences. The 

depa..-tment of 

departlftent. of 

health and environmental 

social and rehabilitation 

ser-vices was gi~en authority to adopt reasonable rules and 

standards to carry out the ad~inistration and pu~poses of 

part 3. The depar-tment of health and enviromnent.al s.c1ences 

was. q i ven the authority to 1 icense comlluni ty hollies to insure 

the sanitation and sa fet v of the residents.. The authority 

was q•ven the department of social and rehabilitation 

serv1ces to license community ho~~aes in orde..- to ensure the 

qudlity of services provided. The authority to adopt rules 

~elating to that licensing was not explicttly p..-ovided. The 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1b 

17 

18 

1'1 

20 

21 

22 

l3 

24 

25 

SB 137 

depart~nt of social and rehdbilitation se..-vices has hdd to 

act under implied authority in •icensing co~munity group 

homes and adoptinq r-ules ~elating to licensing. 

This bill pro~ides the depart.ent of social and 

rehabilitation servaces with explicit authority for the 

licensing of community group ho111es and for adopting rules 

relating to that licensing. 

Among the areas that the rules relating to licensing 

will addr-ess are the following: facility acquisition• 

facility design~ group home staffing, staff training. 

service goals and design, quality of ser-vices, client 

p'ace!M:!nt procedure, cJ ient rights and pr·ivi leges, client 

grievance procedure, proviDer grievance procedure, and 

accounting procedur-es an<luding accountinq of c1ient 

financial resources. Rules dealing with health and safety 

will be developed with the assistance of the depart~nt of 

hedlth and envaronmental sciences, including water and waste 

disposal, food ser-vice, laundry, and safety standards which 

~re compatible with the residential character of th@ 

facility. 

The physical well-being and safety of the client~ is 

provided for in that the group homes are to be certified for 

fil'"e and life safety by the state fire m.arshal who shal1 

adopt standar-ds and notify the department upon certification 

of a community home as complying ~ith those standards. 

-2-



SB IH 

fl~~t adopted by the Senate Public Health• We1fare and 

2 Safety Co.mittee on February 11• 1981. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 137 

INTRODUCED BY JOHNSON 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

LICENSING OF COMMUNITY GROUP HOMES FOR THE OEVELUPHENTALLY 

DISABLED AND TO ALLOW FOR THE ADOPTION OF RULES RELATING TO 

THAT LICENSING; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-Z0-305 AND 53-20-307, 

M(A. 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Refer to Introduced 3ill 

(Strike everything after the enacttng clause and insert:) 

SE~!!Q~-~__2E~!!Q~-2l=£Q=105,_~~_!i_~ME~DED_!Q_~~ 

"53-20-305. LO~!k _ _£Q~TRUL__Qf __ ~QHMUN!!!_ __ HOHES __ -== 
QEf!RT~~~1--~!~EN~!~~~~~~~ST~~!IO~~-~~TION~fALTH 

~~Q--~~FE!1 ___ ~!!~Q~~Q~~----~OHMUN!!! ___ ~OHES ___ _£0R ____ !ti£ 

DEV£hQE~EN!~Ll1_QIS~~1fQ_~~1-~UNOf~hQCAh_~!ROL, AND~E 

~ONE~Qt!! __ ~QRPQ~~l!Q~~-_Q~-~~~QCI~!ION~_QEt~!NG_fQ~~~NITY 

~~f~_AR~!MI~Q~ll!Q_TO_ES!!~~~~~-_!ND _ _f~OGRAMS __ THE! 

~EL!£~! __ !~ __ TH~_BE~!_!~!~~£~!_QE_I~~IR_HO~~ t8~~~-eeftt~e~ 

e~-~eme~-~~e,~~t-to-departmen~e+-r~+e~. 6&MM~~~y-heme~--~e~ 

the-de•e+e~men~~++y-dT~ee+ed-mey-be-~nder-foeet-een~~o~.-end 

~h~--~eft~~~f~*--ee~~6~d*~on~--or-a~soe+~~~eft~-e~~~e~*~g-~e~~ 

z 
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SB 0137/04 

e~Muftf~y--he.e~--are--au~he~~~ed--~o--es~ee~t~~--hee@~--&nd 

p~s~~am~--~hey--be+teve-t"-~"e-h~-*"~e~e~~-of-~he~r-ho.e~~ 

~he-d~~ee~e~-~-~he-depe~t•ent-ef-soete+-eftd--reftaBT++tetTon 

~~~+ee~-~he++-edo~t-¥e8§efte~~e-~+es-snd-~~enderd~-to-e~ry 

e~--the-e~mtft~§~•e•ten-and-~~rpose~-o~-~h~~-pe~t· €8KH~++¥ 

"'BH§=tf§EN-5fN&-=---A!i!~~H-f!!AHB~=BI't'RH~8Ny-="'E,t.t-f"'y=~ 

~~t§!!=~-fAH9~R9~~ 

l!l __ ~~~muoi!x_O~_fQL_the_~~!~entally disabled 

~b~!L!!~_!.!.£ens~fL.2!!~llL!u:_!.!!L.Q~Q£!~!1!_2f_~ill-~ 

!~b~bi!l!~ti~~~lces~ 

1ll-~~--1~2~~_!i~en~~~~-2!_iss~~for no 12nger 

than_~~ll..__lL_!he~I,L_unay_Q.U!e!!!!L_Q.!l~-l!L the 

~!!if1£dtion_R~2£~~~ 

1Jl __ 1~l_!~--g~~!~~! __ f2! __ the ~ose of lice~sing 

sha!l---~21 ___ !!22~[~5 and rules concerning -~ 

~2.!1i~i.§.!rat i gn .. __ Qp~rat:. i on.!. __ heal th.1~22afety of c~~ni!:,X 

hom~~-f~r_!~g~~ve12Q~Q~2!!~_2isab!ed~ 

l~l __ !~~--~~~L!~n~ __ gf ___ ~!th __ ~nd ___ ~nvi£gn~n~ 

~i~~~-~~~--Q£g~id~-~vice__2nd recommendation to the 

9.!m~!_L~nt_Qf~2~l-~f!--I.!.!:!ab i! i ta~i~ ser.yice~-~t.ni ng 

!he_.§_tandar1~_fBr-h~~l!D~~~-safety.• 

S EfT IO~_ll-~ECI!ON_2J.::20=107 '-~~_.!i_~~OEJL TO_~EAO: 

•53-20-307. ~~eftde~ds--e~8--r~~e~ ~~11D-~n2--~~fet:.y 

~td~~~[Q1 for licensing. f~--depe~t•eft~--&f--hee~~~--aftd 

en•+r~nmen~al--~e+eftee~-~e++-preMu+ge~e-e"d-$dop~-~~enda~~ 
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SB 0131/0'> 

~-~~•e~-for-~fte--~Teen~*ft~--o~--co~~~~y--ho•es--~--~~ 

2 &eve~e~•e~e~~y--d~~eb+ed-~e-Tn~ure-~~-"ee+eft-aftd-~e~e~y-ef 

l ~he--r~~fden~~-ef--saeh--heme~~ 1!1_1~---!f~ __ _lnl!i!! 

4 £!t!!lt!..£5!!i on_!!L_l!!!L_!.!.!.1!.__f. ire_~ha 1 • -f2!Ailln i lY_!JQ~ 

5 !!~t~~!if.i~~~!!!l!:@l!Lf!!Ul!~-~Q.Q-!ife2.2!tll:_~--.!!!~ 

6 ~~~_fl£~~~h~~ 

1 i!ti--I!!.!-2!~fire_!!!!!:~2!:!~l!_!!otif.L1!!! deHa'"l,!\~ 

8 of social and rehabili12!io~~rvices when a community hoBe 

9 has_been-~!:!ified. 

LO llJ. __ ill_h.QCaJ he_2l1:h_.Q'ff.ls~shg_lL~!!.i!.L._~Q!!!!I!!Oi!.} 

11 ~~~--!Q! __ ~glian~_wit~!!n_~~~fe~~tandards. If 

12 f. or -~Lr:ea~~- the_ 1 oc.i!__~ori :!L..-f.!!!I!!.!!L-fS!!!P Jete _ _!~ 

13 ~~ific~!i~n__in__2-1i~~-~2nner~_the depar!_~n!_Qf_~~alth 

14 and __ ~y.i.r2!!~!~L_iC ·~~~~~thor i zed___l.Q_~ake _ _!..Qg 

15 det~rmi~lllg!LQ!!.-f.~!.!i!icat,i~ 

16 1Ql ___ A_~~~~~Q!~ __ fe~~~~Q! __ f~rged_!2-2YthQ£~ 

11 ~!ti~~-~efin~g_l~_53=lQ=1Ql_for_1he _ _bealth ___ ~--~~fety 

18 ce!.~if icat:i.2~" 

-End-
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House Amendments to Senate Bill 137 

1. Page 1, line 16. 
Following: "53-20-305." 
Insert: "Local control of community homes--departmental 

licensing, administration, operation, health and safety 
standards. Community homes for the developmentally disabled 
may be under local control, and the nonprofit corporations 
or associations operating community homes are authorized 
to establish homes and programs they believe in the best 
interest of their homes." 

2. Page 1, line 24. 
Following: "~e.rt.":"" 
Strike: "COMMUNITY" through "STANDARDS." (page 2, line 1) 


