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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND THE FEES OF 

THE CLERK OF DISTKICT COURT; AMENDING SECTIONS 19-5-404, 

25-1-ZOlt AND 25-1-202, ~CA•" 

gt IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1• Section 25-1-201, ~CA• is amended to read: 

"25-1-201. Fees of clerk of district court. (1) The 

clerk of the district court shall collect the follo~ing 

fees: 

(a) at the commencement of each action or proceeding, 

from th~ plaintiff or petitioner, 5~8 120; and for filing a 

complaint in intervention, from the intervenor, •~e 1~; gnd 

fW:....>i....jlitl.il.i.w:Lf.Q~itxl~~cree. $20; 

(b) from each defendant or respondent, on his 

appearance, $10; 

(c) on the entry of judgment,. from the prevailing 

~arty, $10; gn_tbe_~fesslon gf_Q_ju~~t£_~Ql 

fdt--for--~¥e~er+ftq--eop+e~--~--~ft~e~~--en-T+~~-+ft-n+~ 

of~Te~.-~s-een~s-per-pe~~t 

tet~ for each certificate or oath and jurat, with 

seal, 58-een~~ ~; 

t+t--fer-oe~"-~d-ju~~~-w+~n-~ee+y-~9-ee~~~t 
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tqt--fo~-&~M+n+s~er+ng-ceth•-~5-eeft~S~ 

t"t--fe~-~ek+nq-depo~+~+eftsy-~@r-fo++~-re-eeftts~ 

t+t.LU for ll~ filing£ eftd Q£ docketing ?. 

transcript of judgment or abstract of judgment from all 

other courts, S5 ~g; 

fjt!£! tor issuing an execution or order of sale on a 

foreclosure of a lien, $2i 

Tkt~ for transmission of records• appea1s or files£ 

or transfer of a case to another court, $5 ~; 

t+t!hl for filing and entering papers received by 

transfer from other courts, SlO; 

tmtill for issuing a marriage license or filing _a 

Widaulion gf llii££.ias.!l• S~5 .fZ2.s._Sl6 of whi~li-.SU~:t.ll 

the proy j signs of subs~~--LJ.l_gf_!.bl..s.J~Q.Q and $9 slf. 

~b~b.all be pajd_jntg tbeJ.i.gt!i:-\ileneral fl.IDA-~YUYQ.l1.1._t..Q 

40 2-405; 

t"t.LlJ. "" f~ the filing of an application for 

inform~l• formal, an~ll&Lx or supervi3ed probate or for the 

appointment of a personal representative or the filing of a 

petition for th~ appointment of a guardian or conservator, 

from the applicant or petitioner, '1:3'5 li&9 which includes 

the fee for filing a will for probate. Egr the filln~2f-aD¥ 

~QUUt~~titlan_gL-~~lnoS-~n~tlng_the a~poiotment-af 

a_~L.:i..!lnlll~S~LUlilltitll.JOa.....Qllatdi.an.~-.w:~gu.:;~"¥<~toLgi:.-.t.ll~ 

Lilin~of any ~~~tl!go __ Q£ __ .w:;~~edln~-~~lng__a 
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will or_aax_adalnistratiop qf an estijte• 140; 

(t) foe the filing of a pgtjton ·for a~ggtjon. 

lD~udjng decree. 120; 

Lll- fgr flljng any papeL_~nnected wjth a ciyjl gr 

probate mat;t;_er such ij=i t>qnds to-SUs&barge 1 j egs. S-10: 

~ for issuing ~uo permits• 15. 

(2) For~y-pereen~-eF-e~-F~e,-ee~~~ed-by--~he--e~rk 

oF--~he-d+~~•+e~-eeHP~-~he~~-be-depes+~ed-+n-end-e~~~~ 

~he-genere~-Feftd-oF~he-eo~~·-The-reee+n+ng-pe~+en-oF-bhe 

Fees-she~+-be-r.-+~~d~e--~he--~~e~--~o--be--depos+~ed--es 

p.-ew+eetf--i-~9-5-Ar~ The &lettk of $he dist,rlc-t cgurt shall 

cqllect the follgwing fegs whi~ sba]l depgsjt_ intO the 

~__general fynd for the Qffjcial use nf_lbe Gpu[t_and 

(a) for preparing copies gf papers __ oo fjle Jn his 

pffice, 5:0 r;ept_s a ~ 

lb) fpc reGOtdlpg of a mqrriage~eQ$M• 25 c~gts as 

groyjded ig 5Q-t5-30l; 

(c) for record and_Jud~t_~arcbes. 5Q cents-a--~ 

for each person wbo is named~_a_Q~~ gyrpose of 

such record or Judgaent-

(31 Sixty percept gf all feHS cpJJected by the clerk 

Of dJstrjct; COUCts e)Ccept aS prgyided jo S.Yb5ettiOO .L.Z.l,_.gf 

this sectigo. shall be deposited lo and credited to the 

cgunty general fupd for the gfflcia) usp of tb• court aog 
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tbe_~aLk depgsltigg.tbg fee. lbg.remaiping gortLQQ_ of the 

feAa_ shall be remittvd to the .state tg_De_Qapgalie~ 

gLQXidgd in 19-5-40._• 

Section 2. Section 25-1-202, MCAt is amended to read: 

•zs-1-202. Fee for cou~t reporter. In every issue of 

fact in civil actions tried before the court or jury, before 

the trial coiiiRiences., ·there must be paid into the hands of 

the clerk of the court by each party to the suit the sum of 

•~ ill• tfhich sum mus·t be paid by said clHk into the 

treasury of the ~ounty where the cause is tried to be 

epp+Ted-apeft-1!fole-peyflleM~e1'-e-se+ery-t1f'-t:he-re,...- l.ll;!HI 

bJ the c]e·rk J:g defray the cost of aakjng a tectlli~ 

~·The prevailing party may have the amount so paid by 

hiM taxed in his bill of costs as proper disbursements.• 

Section 3. Section 19-5-404, MCA, is amended to read: 

"19-5-404• Contributions by the state. The state of 

Montana shall contribute 11onthJ y to th~ fund a su.u equal to 

6% of the salary of each meaber. In addition, the clerk of 

each district court shall transmit 6._ ~ of the fees 

collected under 25-l-201.LlJ. to the state, which shall Hrst 

deposit in the fund an a~unt equal to 20~ of the salaries 

paid to district judges and supreme court justices who are 

covered by the judges • retJ reme·nt system and then deposit. 

the balance in the state general fund. The clerk of the 

supreme court shall pay one-fourth of the fees collected 

-'t-
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1 under 3-2-40~ to the public employees• retirement division 

2 of the department of administration to be credited to the 

3 fund." 

-End-

-5-

S8!~1 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. \01)-~\ 

FISCAL NOTE 
Form Jl[). I 5 

In compliance with a written request received --------, 19 __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ·-senate--B-i-ll· -R:r----- pursuant to' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF P:OOPOSED lEGISlATION: 

A j)roposal to increase certain District Court fees 1 creating new fees 1 and revising the 

distribution of fee revenue between county general funds and the Judge's Retirerrent System. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. That District Court fee collections will remain at the FY 80 level throughout the biennium. 

2. That only current fees will be increased. No estimate is made of increased revenus from 
the new fees contained in the bill. 

REVENUE IMPACI': 

FY 82 FY 83 'Ibtal Biennium 

District Court Fees collected under current 
law $ 9321094 $ 9321094 $ 118641188 

District Court Fees collected under proposed 
law 11406 1724 11406,724 218131448 

Increase in District Court Fees $ 474,630 $ 4741630 $ 9491260 

FUND INFORMATION 
FY 82 FY 83 'Ibtal Biennium 

County General F'urrls $ 4561977 $ 4561977 $ 9131954 

Judges' Retirerrent System 171653 171653 351306 

'Ibtal Increase $ 4741630 $ 4741630 $ 9491260 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: J.- 1 0 " '/ j___ I 


