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INTRODUCED BY ~ ~~ '"·-~-------
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "A'I ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

APPLICATION OF THE FILING FEE FOR A STATEMENT OF CLAIM FQR 

AN EXISTING WATER RIGHT BY SPECIFICALLY INCLUDING MULTIPLE 

USES; AMENDING SECTION 85-2-224• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED ·'lY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 85-2-2249 ~CA, is amended to read: 

"65-2-ZZ4. Statement of claim. (lJ Th~ statement of 

claim for each right shall include substantially the 

fallowing<: 

(a) the name and mallinq address of the claimant; 

{b) the name of the watercourse or water source from 

Hhi ctl the right to divert or make use of water is claimed, 

17 if available; 

to 

19 

{C) the quantities of water and ti~es of use claimed; 

(d) the legal description, with reasonable certainty, 

20 of the point or points of diversion and places of use of 

21 waters; 

22 (e) the purpos~ Q£-QU~e~ of use, includinq, if for 

23 irrigation, the number of acres irrigated; 

24 Cf) the approximate dates of first putting wat€r to 

25 beneficial use for the various amounts and ti.nes cldimed in 

LC 0062/01 

1 subsect.ion (c); and 

2 (g) the sworn statement that the claim set forth is 

3 true and correct to the best of claimant's knowledge and 

4 belief. 

5 LZ,l _ __A_dilim__f.lu:_a_...ti,gJlt __ lllQX_ I ocl ude __ ~ilL_,i!lli! 

6 U~U~U:i.llJLllf-M.il:t.eL_if_:tJHLJllia:iJJ.illULl.IL!;<!IDJDlllli 

7 J..U--li=-' 

8 J.hl __ !llll.Qt_~~£:i~l-il~ 

9 J.kl_~ate of iUUIJ:llw:l~ 

10 t~t12l The claimant shall submit m~ps, plats~ aerial 

11 photographs, decrees, or pertinent portions thercof 9 or 

12 other evidence in support of his claim. All maps, plats, or 

l3 aerial photographs should show as nearly as possible to 

14 scale the point of diversion, place of use, place of 

15 storage, and other pertinent conveyance facilities.• 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. '73 -~ / 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form 80·15 

In compliance with a written request received January 14 , 19 ~, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for _Sen a~~ Bill 10~----- pursuant to' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legis! atu re upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation: 

Senate Bill 108 amends Section 85-2-224, M.C.A., to provide for the 
application of the filing fee for a statement of claim for an existing water right by 
specifically including multiple uses. 

Assumptions: 

There will be 300,000 claims received during the entire filing period. Of these, 
225,000 will be received during FY 1982. No claims will be filed beyond the current 
deadline of January 1, 1982. 

If the proposed legislation is retroactive to the beginning of the claim filing 
period, the total reduction in expected revenue will be approximately $3,780,000. 
Thi:s figure reflects $2,520,000 lost in FY 1982 and an estimated $1,260,000 __ _ 
reduction in expected revenue for FY 1981. 

Public re-education will be necessary. Claim forms will need to be redesigned, 
printed and distributed. Refunds totaling $100,000 will be made on already 
filed claims . 

Revenue and Expenditure Impact: 

Revenue* 

Estimated filing fees under current law 
Estimated filing fees under proposed law 

Decrease in fees revenue 

FY 82 

$6,300,000 
3,780,000 

2,520,000 

FY 83 

0 
0 

0 

*If the proposed law were made retroactive to the beginning of the claim 
filing period, it would result in an estimated $1,260,000 reduction in 
FY 81 revenue. 

!;)~)\,} 
--------- .. -. ------~ 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Prog/am Planning 
Date: _l_-_I q_..._aL. _ 


