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Introduced and referred 
to Committee on State 
Administration. 

Fiscal note requested. 

Fiscal note returned. 

Committee recommend bill 
do not pass. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REQUIRE COUNTY 

OFFICIALS RECEIVING INITIATIVE PETITION SHEETS TO CERTIFY 

THAT EVERY SIGNATURE THEREON IS VALID; AHENOING SECTIONS 

13-10-405 AND 13-27-303• HCA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-27-303, MCAt is amended to read: 

"13-27-303. Verification ~ certjfi~ of 

signatures by county official. The county official receiving 

the sheets or sections of a petition shall check the names 

of all signers to verify they are registered electors of tha 

county. In addition. the official shall r~ndem+y-~e+eet 

reyjew all signatures on each sheet or section and compare 

them with the signatures of the electors as they appear in 

the registration records of the office. ~~-8~~-~ft@--P~ftftem~y 

~e+eeted--~Tgnetures--eppeer--to--be--~enu+neT-~he-ftumber-oT 

~i~ne~~~e~-ef-re~T~~~~~-~~e~e~§-~ft-~~~--~hee~--e~--~~e~+en 

mey--be--ee~~T~+ed-~c-the-~eeretePy-of-s~e~e-w~~ftout-~u~her 

eo~e~+son-e¥-~T~ne~a~e~·-if-~ny-ef--t~e--ren~em~y--~e+ee~e~ 

s+~netares--do--not--eppeer-~e-&e-~en~ne~-e++-~+~ne~~~es-en 

thet-~"eet-cr-see~+en-mu~t-be-eem~~~eft-w+th--~fte--~+~net~res 

+n--tfte--~e~+st~et+en--reeore~--o~-the-off+ee All_~ign~~uc~ 
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LC 0796/01 

~a:t_~ to be genuIne shall he ~etllf.iei:L~a.__.Xhe. 

.:u:una.c.x-'lf~.ne." 

Section 2. Section 13-10-405, MCA• is amended ·to read: 

•13-1o-~05. Submission and verification of petition. 

Petitions of nomination for the presidential preference 

prim.ary election must be presented to the election 

administrator of the county in which the signatures are 

gathel"ed. The election administrator mds~--ver+fy--~he 

~~n~ures-+n-~he-me~fter--p~e~er~eed--+n--+~~T-3e3--~~eH~h 

~~-r~~ee-8nd shall randQmly selekt_~~~~kb-~ 

QL~l.lgn__a~ompare them w_Ub_the.._Ai.gn.atures of tb,e 

~~rs as they appear jo the cegi~ratlon records gf the 

Af~~ If all the_cauQgmly selected~tyres agg~GL-~ 

ge.ru,U_n~tbe numbe!:.-QLs i qnatyr~s of rW.s.:.t.eJ:.e.JJ~UQ..[..s__nn 

the sheet or sE:~:U~ULJila¥ be certif.i.e..d~b.e--S"cet&LX-g_f 

.s.t.a.t..e_ and mys:t.__hll__flu;l~Wrded a~LLQ-~J.ilLIU:Il~ 

~~~ibed jo 13-21-304 throygh_lJ=Zl-308. lf__aoy of_~ 

J:aruiJIDIU_J~s;:t.ll!LJill!la:tu.a:Ji:~- dQ not appeaJ:..t.ll-b.L.~DIIiDJa 

~~tyres ou_tbat~he£i_gr sectiQn__must be cgmpar~ 

lllit.ll__:t.b!LJi!;Il2!.ul:.ll:i__iD--:tlu:--CW:O:tUI:t.i.a.D-U~L~ 

2f£ice aod must ~e~wer~-~ft~-pe~f~+ans he__fg£aacd£d to the 

secretary of state as;s;Qrdjng tg_:t,b.ll_PLQs;~~~~.lld-io 

~~=Z~~ 13-27-3~-_l~~lL-__ana_ 13-27-308. The 

petitions must be submitted to the election administrator at 

least 30 days before the filing deadline established in 
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 92-81 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form /1/) 15 

In compliance with a written request received Jan • 14 • , 19 R_, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ____ Senate Bill 104 pursuantto•Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Proposed legislation requires county election officials receiving 
initiative petition sheets to certify every signature as valid. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Current initiative processing requirements of Secretary of State's 
office do not change. 

2. Number of initiative drives attempted does not deviate from recent 
historical trends (5-7 per biennium). 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

No additional costs to agency anticipated. 

LOCAL IMPACT: 

Proposed legislation would increase cost to county election administra­
tors by requiring three or four times more signatures be certified 
than currently. Depending on number of initiatives attempted this cost 
would range from $12,000 to $20,000 per biennium. 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: j-:._J___b__~ U-L£ f_ 


