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INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TCQ ESTASLISH A POLICY
OF MULTIPLE USE MANAGEMENT FOR STATE FOREST LANDS; AMENDING
SECTIONS T7~5-101 THROUGH T7~5-1034 MCA.W

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE DF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section T7-5-101y MCAy is amended to read:
®77-5-101s Classification of 1ands as state forests ——

d#anagemente {11 Al1Y lands at present owned by the state
and all that may hereafter be scquired by the state through
ascheaty exchangesy purchases grante or devise which are
principally valuable for the timber that is on them or for
the growing of timber or for watershed protection are hereby
classified and designated "state forests™ and-reserved-—for
forest-preoguction—and-watershad-proteetion.

L2)..1%t is the policy of this _siate that__such state
forests be adwinistered . in a3 _ganosr. ibal _permits.  the
preservation of %he patural _resourcess wildlife habitats.
nild sod sCspic. valuess and historical sitses and acrfifaciss
while _allowing tha development. af compatible uses_ . of _such
land__for recreation purposess wining and timber.preductions
agricultural and Canching pursuitss and the daveloppents
eroductions  ond traosmisson of  energy _and _other public
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utility seryigces .under gprinciples of multiple —use that
Rrpvide . ihe greatest hagefit to the citizens of the stats."

Section 2« Section 77-5-102y MCAs is amended to read:

PT7-5~102s Designation of state forests. The following
state forest units are hereby establishedy-primarity-te
seture—thraugh-forestry-—mnanagement—a-—-centingdeus——suppiy-—of
timber-and-the-perfornanee-of-watershed-covers:

(1) A state forest containing lands owned or hereafter
acgquired by the statey now comprising about 90+000 acress
situated in the watersheds of the Stillwater and Whitefish
Rivers of Flathead and Lincoln Counties shall hereafter be
known and designated as the "Stillwater State Forest®,

(i) A state forest containing 311 lands owned or
hereafter acquired by the states now comprising about 424000
acress situated in the Swan River watershed of Lakz County
shall hereafter be krnown and designated as the ®3wan River
State Forest'.

(3) A state forest containing all lands owned or
hereafter acguired by the states now comprising about 20000
acresy Situated in the Coal Creek watershed of the Rarth
Fork of the Flathead River shall hereafter be known and
designated as the "loal Creek State Forast®.

{(4#) A state forest containing all lands owned or
hereafter acquired by the statey now comprising about 10000

acres situated in the watersheds of Camp and Cameron Creeks
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of Ross Hote eof Ravalli County shall hereafter be kitown and
designated as the "Sula State Faorest".

{5) A state forest contasining all 1lands owned or
hereafter scquired by the states now comprising about 14,625
acresy situated in the west half of township 25 northes range
26 west; and township 23 norths range 27 «2st; and west half
of township 22 north, range 26 west; and township 21 northy
range 26 wests except sections 4y Sy 69 79 By and L3y in the
Thompson River watershed of Sanders County shall hereafter

be known and designated as the "“Thompson River State

Forest®.

{6) A state forest centaining all lands owned or
hereafter acquired by the states now comprising about 18,076
acresy situated in townships 13e 14e and 15 norths range 14
westi; and townships 13 and 16 norths range 15 weste Montana
meridians in the Clearwater River watershed of Missoula
County shall hereafter be known and designated as the
"Clearwater State Forest".

(7} A state forest containing all lands owned or
hereafter acquired by the statey now comprising about 8s245
acress situated in township 14 norths ranges 7s By and @
west; and township 13 norths ranges 8 and 9 weasts Montana
meridians of the Blackfoot River watershed in Lewis and

Clark County shall hereafter bz known and designated as the

flincoln State Forest™."
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Section 2. Section TT-5-102y MCAs Is emended tc read:

*77-5-103« Role of department of natural resources and
conservations (1} The department of natural rescurces and
conservation shally under the direction and control of the
boardes do all the field work in the selections locatione
examinationy appraisementy and reappraisement of  state
timberlandss

(2} It shall do all acts required of it by the boards
and under the direction of the board it has general charge
of the timberlands of the state.

{3) It shally under the supervision of the boardes

12} execute all matters pertaining to forestry witnhin
the jurisdiction of the statey lncluding management of _the
skate forests _copsistent _witb _the policy of multiple_use
specified io ¥7-5-101;

ib)l have charge of all1 firaewardens of +the state and
direct and aid them in their duties;

{¢]l direct <the protectiony improvementy and condition
of state ferests;

1dy take such action as is authorized by Tlaw to
prevent and extinauish forests brushy and grass fires; gnd

ie) enforce the 1laws pertaining 3 forest and
brushcover Yands and prosecute for any violation of those

laws.

{4) The department shall establish and maintain forest
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fire control training programs for state firefighters and
other persons reguiring training.®
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