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SENATE BILL NO. 83 

INTRODUCED BY HAZUREK 

IN THE S!mATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly engrossed. 

On motion taken from third 
reading and referred to 
second reading this legis
lative day. Motion adopted. 

Second reading, do pass as 
amended. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third readin9, passed. 
Transmitted to House. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Hot ion pass consideration. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Segreqated. 



March 7, 1981 

March 14, 1981 

Harch 18, 1981 

~tarch 20, 1981 

March 21, 1981 

March 23, 1981 

Harch 24, 1981 

March 26, 1981 

Referred back to Committee 
on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. Ayes, 861 Noes, 7. 

IN THE SENATE 

-2-

Returned from House with 
amendments. 

on motion, consideration be 
passed for the day. 

Second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

Third reading, 
concurred in. 
Noes, 0. Sent 

amendments 
Ayes, 46J 
to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE 

CRIMINAL OFFENSE OF FAILURE TU RETURN RENTED OR LEASED 

PERSONAL PROPERTY; AND ESTABLISHING A PENALTY THEREFOR.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Failure to return rented or leased personal 

property. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to 

return rented or leased personal property if• without notice 

to and permission of the lessor, he knowingly fails to 

return such property ~ithin 48 hours after the time provided 

for such return in the rental agri!ement. provided that clear 

written notice, in bold print, of the date ~nd time when 

16 return of the property is requirad and of the penalty 

17 prescribed in this section is stat~d in the rental or lease 

18 agreement• 

19 (2) Presentation to the lessor by the lessee of 

20 identification that is false or not current as to namey 

21 address, place of employment. or other i terns of 

22 identification for the purpose of obtaining a rental or 

23 lease agreement constitutes prima facie evidence of 

24 commission of the offense. 

25 (3) After the rental or lease period specified in the 
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rental or lease agreement has expired, failure to return 

rented or leased personal property within 72 hours of 

written demand by the lessor, sent by certified mail to the 

renter or lessee at the address given at the time of 

entering the rental or lease agreement, constitutes prima 

facie evidence of commission of the offense. 

(3) (a) A person convicted of failure to return rented 

or leased personal property not exceeding $150 In value 

shall be fined not to exceed $500 or be imprisoned in the 

county jail for a term not to exceed 6 months, or both. 

(b) A person convicted of failure to return rented or 

leased personal property exceeding $150 in value shall be 

imprisoned in the state prison for a term not to exceed 10 

years. 

-End-

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
c:::,- ;.: v._, 93 
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SENATE BILL NOo 83 

Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

INTROOUCEO 9Y ~AZUREK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACf TO ESTABLISH THE 

CRI~INAL OFFENSE CF FAILURE TO RETUR~ RENTED GR LEASED 

PERSCNAL PROPERTY; AND EST4BLIS~I~G A PENALTY THEREFOR·" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Failure to return rented or leased personal 

prop~rty. (ll A person co~mits the offense of failure to 

return rented or leased personal property itt without notice 

to and permission of the lessor, he knowi~gly fails to 

return such prope~ty within 48 hours after the time provided 

for such return in the rental agreement, provided that clear 

written notice, in bold print, of the date cna ti~e when 

16 return of the property is required and of the penalty 

17 prescribed in this section is stated in the rental or lease 

1~ agreement. 

19 (2) Presentation to the lessor by the lessee of 

ZO identification that is false ~~--nct--eo~~~nt--e~--te--~emey 

21 edd~e~~y---~+eee---ef---emp+orme"~~---or---e~~er---+~e~~--ef 

22 Te~~~+~+eftt+en tor the purpose of obtaining a rental or 

23 lease agreement constitutes orima facie evidence of 

24 commission of the offense. 

25 (3) After the rental or lease period specified in the 

S5 0083{02 

1 rental or lease agreement has eXJlired, failure to return 

2 rented or leased p~rsonal property ~ithin 72 hours of 

3 written demand by the lessor, sent by certified mail to the 

4 renter or less~e at the address qiven at the time of 

5 entering the rentdl or 1 ease agreement, constitutes prima 

6 facie evidence of commission of the offens8. 

1 (3) (a) A person convicted of failure to return rented 

8 or leased personal proptrty not exceeding $150 in value 

9 shall be fined not to exceed $500 o~ be imprisoned in the 

10 county jail for a term not to exceed ~ months, o~ both. 

11 (b) A pe~son convicted of failure to return rented or 

12 leased personal property exceeding Sl50 in value shall be 

13 imprisoned in the state prison for a term not to exceed 10 

14 years. 

-End-

S E C 0 N D READING 

-2- SB 83 
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SENATE BILL NO• 83 

INTRODUCED BY ~AZUREK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE 

CRH!INU OfFENSE OF FAILURE TO RETURN RENTED OR LEASED 

PCR.SSNAL PROPEPTY; AND ESTleLJSHI.'IIG A PENALTY THEREFOR•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Failure to return rented or leased personal 

prop~rtv. (1) A person commits the offense of failure to 

return rented or leased personal property if• without no~ice 

to and permission of the lessor. he knowingly fails to 

return such property within 48 hours after the ti~e provided 

for such return in the rental agreement. provided that clear 

written notice 9 in bold print 9 of the date and tim~ when 

return of the property is required and of the penalty 

prescrib~d In this section is s'tated in the rental or lease 

18 agreement. 

19 (2) Presentation to the lessor by the lessee of 

20 identification that is false er--ne~--e~~~~n~--e~--te--"eMey 

21 eddre~$·---pteee---ef---e•~~eymenty---er---e~~e~---i~e~~--o~ 

22 ?de"~+f+e8~Te" for the purpose of obtaining a rental or 

l3 lease agreement constitutes prima facie evidence of 

24 commission of the offense. 

25 (3) ~fter the rental or lease period specified in the 
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rental or lease agreement has expired9 failu~e to return 

rented or leased personal property within 72 hours of 

writt~n demand by the lessor, sent by certified mail to the 

renter or less~e at the address given at the time of 

entering the rental or lease agreement, constitutes prima 

facie evidence of commission of the offens~. 

(3t (a) A person convicted of failure to return rented 

or leased personal prop~rty not exceeding Sl50 in value 

shall be fined not to exceed $500 or be i~prisoned in the 

county jail ~or a term not to exceed 6 months• or both. 

(b) A person convicted of failure to return ~ented or 

leased personal property exceeding Sl50 in value shall be 

imprisoned in the state prison for a term not to exceed 10 

years. 

-End-

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
-2- Sll 83 
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SE~ATE BILL NO• 63 

INTRODUCED BY MAZUREK 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED! •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE 

CRI"INAL OFFENSE OF FAILURE TO RETUqN RENTED OR LEASEO 

PERSONAL PROPERTY; AND ESTA3LISHING A PENALTY THEREFOR.• 

BE IT ENACTED 9Y THE LE&ISLATURE Of THE STAT: Of MONTANA! 

Section 1. Failure to return rented or leased personal 

property. (1, A person commits the offense of failure to 

return rented or leased personal property if, without notice 

to and permission of the lessor. he eu&~I-Atin koowinqly 

fails to return such property within 48 hours after the time 

provided for such return in the rental agreement. provided 

that clear written notice, in bold print, of the date and 

16 time when return of the property is required and of the 

17 penalty prescribed in this section is stated in the rental 

18 or lease agreement. 

19 (Z) Presentation to the lessor by the lessee of 

20 identification that is false eP--fte~-e~r~eft~-8§-~e-ftemey 

Zl eddressy--pteee---ef---emp+eyM@~~y---e~---e~~er---+~e~~---cf 

22 +de~t+f+ee~+on for the purpose of obtaining a rental or 

23 lease a9reement constitutes prima facie evidence of 

24 comw.ission of the offense. 

25 (3) After the rental or lease p9riod specified in the 
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rental or lease agreement has expired, failure to return 

rented or leased personal property within 72 hours of 

written demand by the lessor, sent by certified mail to the 

renter or lessee at the address given at the time of 

entering the rental or le3se agreement, constitutes priw.a 

facie evidence of comwission of the offense. 

(4) (a) A person convicted of failure to return rented 

or leased persondl property not exceeding $150 in value 

shall be fined not to exceed $500 or be imprisoned in the 

count~ jail for a term not to exceed 6 months• or both. 

(b) A person convicted of failure to return rented or 

leased personal property exceeding S150 in value shall be 

Imprisoned in the state prison for a term not to exceed 10 

years. 

-End-

SECOND PRINTING 

T H I R D READING 
-2- SH 83 
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SENATE BILL NO. 63 

INTRDDUCE0 BY MALUREK 

A BILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: "A." ACT TO ESTABllSrl THE 

CRIMINAL UFFENSE OF FAILURE TO RETURN RENTED OR LFASf:n 

PERSONAL PROPERTY; ·~e ESTA6llSHING A PENAL TV l HE:REFORi_ _ _!NO 

PRQ.:£1 D !!!§-~!:!_!~~~.Q.!.!!~-~FFE~!l~~__Q~J£ •" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Qf MONTANA: 

Section 1. 

j.}rop€rt)'• C lJ 

Failure to return rented or leased personal 

A per~on commits the offen~e of failure to 

retvro -rent""d or leased personal property it. without not1c.e 

to and p~rmi..ssion of the 1ess.or. he PURE_OSEl!_!~Q kno .. Jnqly 

f-3i is to return such prope-rty wi.thin 48 hours after the time 

provideC for such return 10 the rental agreement, provided 

that cledr ~ritten noticer in bold print• of t~e date and 

tim<:> when return of the prope.-t.y is required and of t.~ 

~enalty pr~scr1bed in this section is stated in the rental 

19 or lease agreement. 

<O { 2) Present.ation to the lessor by the le.ss.ee of 

21 identification that is false or--not--e~rreMt--~~--to--n~m~ 

2~ ~ddre~~~---pfece---~---eMp~o~~~~---~~---&~he~---+t~M~--e~ 

23 1-tlent-ti"-1-ee~i-eN"'I for t_he purpose of obtd intng d rental or 

24 I ea3 e agreement con5tttutes prtma fa~te evidence of 

25 commtss1on of the offense. 
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{ 3) After the rental or lease period specified in the 

rental or le..t5.e d~f"eement hds expired• failure to return 

rented or leased personal pro~rty Within 72 hours of 

writtPn demand by the lessor, sent oy certifi~d m.;~il to thf! 

renter or l~ss.ee at the address given at the time of 

enterinq the rental or lease agreement. constitutes prima 

facie evidence of commission of the offense. 

(4) (a) A per~on conv1cted of failure to retu~n rent~d 

ot leased personal property not exceedtng $150 in value 

shall be f 1 ned not to E"llCeed S500 or be 1 mpr 1 soned 1 n the 

county jail for d t~rm not to exce~d b months, or both. 

I b) A ver~on conv1~ted of fdilure to return rented Qr 

I e3sed !Jer sonal propertY' exceedin~ Sl50 in v~1ue shall be 

imprisoned in the stat~ J..HiS.On for a term not to exceed 

yecu· s. 

10 

g_u!Q!:!_£..,. __ EF !:£!;.!!J!L_ OAT£_• __ !~!L~hL IS _!;f_FEC !!l!LQt! 

PAS2AG~-~NO_~PPBQY~h~ 

-End-

-2- se 83 

K E F E R E N C E B I L L 



HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO 

SENATE 83 
Respectfully report as follows: That ............................................................................................................ Bill No .................. . 

BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: ";" 
Strike: "AND" 
Following: "THEREFOR" 
Insert: "; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE" 

2. Page 2. 
Following: line 14 
Insert: "Section 2. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval." 

AS AMENDED BE CONCURRED IN 

/}_ -·~-... .. -.~t.~.lf.·· ~::: ..... t~.t-.r.Yli..t:t.d~.---
R y Pj"' Crfairman. 

. I 
'/ ' 


