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INFRODUCED BY _- Lan s S

A BILL FOR AM ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAYT a FISCAL
NOTE AND STATEMENT ACCOMPANY CERTAIN INITIATIVE PETITIONS
AND ZALLCTS PERMITTING CGURT REVIEX OF THE FISCAL
STATEMENT; AND PROVIDINEG FOR INCLUSION OF THE STATEMENT IN
THZ YOYER INFORMATION PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-312%

13-27~316y AND 13-27-401y MCA."

8 IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MCNTANA:
Section 1« Sectien 13-27-312s MCAy is amended to read:
"13-27~312« Review of petition by attorney general --

preparation of statement and fiscal noice (1) Upon receipt

of a petiticn from the office of the secretary of stete
pursuant to 13=-2T7-202y the attorney gener2l shall  =xamine
thz gpetition as to form ands if the proposed hallok iszue
bas an_effect on ihe reyenuess exXpendituress ogr. . the _fiscel
liasbility _of the _ states sball__orger & _fiscal note
incorporating aop_estimate of syc¢h effects the  supstance of
ahich _wust substaotially comply with the _grovisiops of
2=4=iGae. 1he budgei directors ip cooperation wilb_the agoncy
or_agepcies affected by the ogtitions is  respopsible For
preparing the fiscal pote and shall refurno it withio & days

unless_the atterney.genperals for good couse _showne. . extends
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the _time__for. _completing _the fiscal uptes If the petition
form is approveds the attorney general shall prepare and
transmit to the secretary of state a concise statement not
exceading 100 wordse This statement shall exprass & true and
impartial explanation of the purpose of tha proposed ballot
issue in plainy easily understond 1anquages The statement
may not be an argument and may not be written so as to
create prejudice for or against the measures The statement
preparad pursuant to this subsection, uniess altered by 2
court under 13-27-316y is the petition title for the measure
circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the
measure is placed on the ballote.

{2) At the same time the statement of purpose is
preparedy the attorney general shall prepare statements of
the implication of a3 vote for or acainst a ballect issue ang
a_fiscal statement of no more than 23 words If a.fiscal oote
was__prepared _for the proposed. ballof. issue. The stateoments
of implication may be no more than 25 words =ach and shall
be in simples impartial languaye <learly 2xplaining the
meaning cf a vote for and a wote agsiast tha issuss. The
stitements of implicaticon apd._fiscal_.statemspr nrepared
sursuant to this sections unlass 3lterec by o  court under
13-27-316s are the statemsnts to be used on the petition anda
trhe pallot if the measure is placed on the ballote. The
statamants of implication shall be placed beside the diagram
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provided for marking of the ballot in a8 manner similar to
the fellowing example:

[:] FCR extending the right to vote to persons 13 years

of age
E] AGAINST sextending the right to vote to persons 18
years of age

{3) If the petition is rejected as to forms the
attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary
of state within 18 days after receipt of the petition by the
attorney generals If the petition is approved as to forme
the attorney general shall forward the statement of purposes
and the statements of implications_and the fiscal _statemept
if _2pplicable to the secretary of state within 21 days after
receipt of the petition by the attorney generala®™

Section 2+ Section 13-27-316s MCAy is amended to read:

"13-27-315. Court review of attorney qeneral
statementse (1) If the proponents of a ballot weasure
believe that the statement of purposes or the statements of
implication of a votes_pr the fi;;al,;ta:emgnz formulated by
the attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy
the requirements of 13-27-312y they mays within 10 days of
receipt of the notice from the secretary of state provided
for in 13-27-202y file an action in the district court in
and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the

adequacy of the statement and requesting the court to alter

—3—-

10
11
12
13
14

15

17
18
19
20
21

22

24

25

LC ©795/01

the statzment.

{2) If the opponents of & ballot weasure Lelieve that
the statement of purposess er the statements of implication
of a votes  or. the  Fis¢al statepgent formulated by the
attorney gensral pursuant to 13-27-312 4o not satisfy the
requirements of 13-2T7-312¢ they mays Within 10 days of the
date of certification to the govarnor that the completed
petition has been officially filedy file an action in the
district court in and for the county of Lewis and Clark
challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the
court to alter the statements

{3} {a} Motice shall be served upon the secretary of
state and upon the attorney general. The action takes
precedence over other cases and matters 1in +the district
courte The court shall examine the proposed measure and the
challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render 2
decision and certify to the secretary of state a statement
which the court determines will meet the requirements of
13-27~312.

(D) A statement certified by the court shall be placed
on the petition fer circulation and on the official nallote.

{4} A copy of the petition in final form must be filed
in the office of the secretary of state by the rropanentsa

{(5) Any party may appeal the order of the district

court to the Montanc supreme court by filing a notice of

_4—
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appeal wWithin 5 days of the date of the order of the
district court.”

Section 3. Section 13-27-401s MCAs is amended to read:?

#13-27-401e Voter information pamphleta (L) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
infarmation pamphlet containing the following inferxation
for each ballJot issue to bne voted on at an =lectiony as
applicables

{a) ballot titles fiscal statemept If applicables and
ccimplete text of the issue;

(b) the form in which the issue will appear on the
baltlot;

{c) arguinents advocating approval and rejection of the
issue; and

{d) rebuttal argumentse

(2) The pamphlet shall also contain a notice advising
th2 recipient where additienal copies of the pamphlet may be
obiainada

(Z) Whenever more than one ballot issue is to be votad
on 2t a single elections the szcretary of state may publish
& single pamphlet for all of the ballot issualse Ths
secretary of state may arrange the information in the order
shich seems most appropriates but thz information for all
issues in  the fpamphlet shall be presented in the sams

ordere"
~End-
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Approved by Committee
ogpState AdminAstration

INTRUDUCED BY _.o7,
g feorrror

A BItL FGR AM ACT ENTITLED: =aN ACYT REQUIRING THAT A FISCAL
NOTE ANC STATEMENT ACCOMPANY CERTAIN INITIATIVE PETITIONS
ANG JALLETSS PERMITTING CCURT REVIEW OF THE FISCaAL
STATEMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION OF THE STATEMENT IN
THZ YOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-312¢

13-27-316¢ AND 13-27-401, MCA.Y

BE IT E=NACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOCNTANAZ
Section le Section 13-27-312¢ 4CAy is amended to read:
#13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general --

preparation of statement gnd fiscal.ngiee (1) Upon receipt

of a petition from the office of the secretary of state
pursuant to 13-27-2024 the attorney qgen=ral shall exzmine
thes petition as to form aode if the proposed ballol issuc
has. an effect on the reyenuess eXpendituress or _the fiscal
liability of _the __siates shall order & _fiscal _pote
incorporating an estimate of such effects the substance of
which _nust _substaplially comply with the grevisions of

S=4=203. Ihe budger directors in Cooperation with ihe agency

or_agencies.affected by the gerfitions .is  respogsible. for

preparing the fiscal neote and shall return it within ¢ days
unless the aitorpey. geperals for good cause sbowas. _extends
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the _tipe for _completing .the fiscal notee IFf the petition
foram is approveds the sttorney general shall prepare and
transmit to the secretary of state a concise statement not
axceading 100 wordss This statement shall express a true and
impartial explanation of the purpose of the propesed ballot
issue in plaines easily understood languages. The statement
may not be an argument and may not be written so as to
create prejudice for or against the measures The statement
prepared pursuant to this subsectiony unless altered by a
court under 13—-27-316s is the petition titie for the measure
circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the
measure is placed on the ballota

{2) At the same time +the statement of purpasa is
prepareds the attorney general shall prepare statements of
the implication of 31 vote for or acainst a ballct issue gpg
a_fiscal statemeod of oo more than 25 words if a flscal poie
was__prepared for the propoased ballpt jssues The statements
ef implication may be no more than 25 words =2ach and shall
be in simples impartial lanuuage clearly =2xplaining the
meaning of a vote for and a8 vote against tha issyes The
statements of implication and _fisgcal  statemapt nrepared
pursuant to this sections unless 3ttered by o court under
13=27-316y are the statements to be used on the petition and
the ballot if the measure is placed on the balltot. The

statements of implication shall be placed beside the diagram

>_SECOND READING
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provided for marking of the ballot in a manner similar +to
the following example:

[] FOR extending the right to vote to pesrsons 15 years

of age
[] AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 1g
years of age

(3) If the petition is rejected as to forms the
attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary
of state within 10 days after receipt of thé petition by the
attorney general. If the petition is approved as to forme
the attorney general shall forward the statement of purposeas
and the statements of implications god_the fiscal _statement
if _applicable to the secretary of state within 21 days after
receipt of the petition by the attorney generale®

Section 2. Section 13-2T7-316y HMCAe is amended to read:

#13~27-316« Court review of attorney qeneral
statementss (1) If the proponents of a ballot wmeasure
beljeve that the statement of purposeg er the statements of
implication of a votey Qr the fisgal stategent formutated by
the attorney genera) pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy
the requirements of 13-27-312y they mayy within 10 days of
raceipt of the notice from the secretary of state provided
for in 13-27-202s filte an action in the district court in
and for the county of Lewis and EClark challenging the

adequacy of the statement and requesting the court to alter
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tha statementes

{2) If the opponents of a ballot measure telieve that
the statement of purposes or the statements of implication
of a votes_ _or _the _Fisecal _stategent formulateg Sy the
attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the
requirements of 12-27-312, they maye Within 10 days of the
date of certification to the governor that the completed
petition has been officially fileds file @an action in the
district court in and for the county of Lewis and Clark
challenqing the adequacy of the statement and requesting the
court to alter the statementa.

(3) ([a) Motice shall be served upon the secretary of
state and upen the attorney generale The action takes
precedence over other cases and matters in the district
courte The court shall examine the proposed measure and the
challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render a
decision and cartify to the secretary of state 2 statement
which the court determines will meet the requirements of
13=-27-312.

{(b) A statement certified by the court shall be placed
on the petition for circulation and on the official ballote.

{4) A copy of the petition in final form grust be filed
In the office of the secretary of state by the proponents.

{5) Any poarty may appeal +the order of the district

court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of

ey
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appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the
district courts."

Section 3. Section 13-27-401, ¥CAs i3 amended to read:

"13-2T7-401s Voter information pamphleta {1) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet containing the folYowing information
for weach ballet issue to e veoted on at an elactiony as
applicable:

(2) ballot titles fiscal statement i€ apalicables and
complzte text of the jssues

{b) the form 1in which the issue will appear on the
ballot;

(c)} arquinents advocating approval and rajection of the
issue; and

(d} rebuttal argumentse.

{2) The pamphlet snall altso contain a notice advising
the racipient where additicnal <opies of the pemphlet may be
obtainede.

{3) Whenever more than one ballot issue is to be voted
on 3t a single electiony the secretary of state way publish
= single gamphlet for 211 of the b551lot issuese The
socretary of state may arrange the information in the order
xhich se2ms most appropriates but thz: iInformation for all
issucs in the ¢auwphlet shall be presented in the same

ordere®
-End-
_S_
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ILL ND.
INTROOUCED BY .
b e
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ©AN ACT REQUIRING THAT A FISCAL
NOTE ANOD STATEMENT ACCOMPANY CERTAIN INITIATIVE PETITIONS
AND  BALLOTS;  PERMITTING CGURT REVIEW OF THE FISCAL
STATEMENT; AND PROVIDING FOF INCLUSION OF THE STATEMENT IN
THE YOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-312¢

13-27-31645 AKD 13-27-401, MLA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1s Section 13-27-312, MCAys is amended to read:s
"13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general -——

preparation of statement agnd_fissal potsce {1) Upon receipt

of a petition from the office of the secretary of state
pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney general shall exeamine
the petition as to form ands if the proposed ballot issue
has_an effect on the revenuess expendifuress or _the _fiscal
liobikivy __of _the  states  shall order s fiscal _note
incorporzting ap estimate of such effecte the substaopnce of
dhich _must _subsiantially comply .witb. the provisions of

2-4-203. i.s.budget directory jn cooperation with the agancy

or_agencies affected by the ogiiiicus is._respgnsible for

preparing _the fisca) pote and shall retugn it within @ days
unless the attorpey geperals for good couse showns _extends

et

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
7
18
19
20
2%
22
23
2%

25

LC 0795701

the _time for . <ompleting the Fiscal potes IF the petition
form iz approveds the attorney general shall prepare and
transmit +to the secretary of state a concise statement not
exceeding 100 wordse. This statement shall express a true and
impartial explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot
issue in plaine easily understocd language. The statement
may not be an argument and may not be written so as to
create prejudice for or against the peasure. The statement
prepared pursuant to this subsections unless altered by a
court under 13-27-316s is the petition title for the measure
circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the
measure is ptaced an the ballote.

(2} At the same time the statement of purpose is
prepareds the attorney general shall prepare statements of
the implication of a vote for or against a ballot issue ang
a-fiscal statemeont of no more than 25 words if a fiscal note
was__.prepared for ihe groposed Dallot fssuc. The statements
of implication may be no more than 2% words each and shall
be in simpley impartial Tlanguage clearly =xplaining the
meaning of a vote for and a vote against the issue«. The
statements of Implication gpd_ _fiscal statement orepared
pursuant to this sectiony unlass altered by s court under
13-27-31&6s are the statements to be used on the petitien and
the ballot if the measure is placed on the ballots The

statements of implication shall be placed beside the diagran

2" THIRD READING

S8 7o
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provided for marking of the ballot in a8 manner similar to
the follewing example:

[:] FCOR extending the right te vote to persons 13 years

of age
E] AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18
years of age

{3) 1If the petition is rejected as to forms the
attorney general shall forward his comments to the secrotary
of state within :0 days after receipt of the petition by the
attorney generals If the petition Is approved as to forae
the attorney general shall forward the statement of purposea
and the statements of implications_and the fiscal _statemedt
if_agplicahle to the secretary of state within 21 days after
receipt of the petitlion by the attorney generale.®

Section 2. Section 13-27-316y MLAy is amended to read:

®13~27-316« Court review of attorney general
statementse {1) If the propeonents of a baliot weasure
believe that the statement of purposes er the statements of
implication of a votes _gr the fjiscal sigtement formulated by
the attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy
the requirements of 13-27-312y they mays within 10 days of
receipt of the notice from the secretary of state provided
for in 13-27-202s file an action in the district court in
and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the

adequacy of the statement and requesting the court to alter
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tha statewments

(2) 1If the opponents of a ballot measure believe that
the statement of purposey er the statements of implication
of a votey _or the fiscal _statement formulated by che
attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the
requirements of 12-27-212, they mays within 10 days of the
date of certification to the governor that the completed
petition has been officially filedy file an action in the
district court in and for the county of Lewis and Clark
challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the
court to alter the statesent.

{3) (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of
state and wupon the attorney general. The action takes
precedence over other cases and matters in the district
courts The court shall examine the proposed measure and the
challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render a
decision and certify to the secretary of state a statewent
which the court determines will meet the requirements of
13-27-312«

{b) A statement certified by the court shall be placed
on the petition for circulation and on the official ballote.

{4) A copy of the petition in final forrm must be filed
in the office of the secretary of state by the rproponentsa

{S) Any party may appeal the order of the district

court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of

-4—



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

A%}
Wy

LC 0795701

appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the
district court.™

Section 3. Section 13~-27-4014 MCAy is amended to read:

#13—-2T7-401a Voter information pamphlets 1) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet centaining the following information
for each bsllot issue to be voted on at an electiony as
applicable:

[a) ballot titley fiscal statement if applicables and
complete text of the issue;

(b) the fora in which the issue will appear on the
ballot;

(c) arquments advocating approval and rejection of the
issue; and

{d) rebuttal argumentse

(2} The pamphlet shall also contain a notice advising
tha recipient where additional copies of the pamphlet may be
obtainade

{%) Whenever more than cne hallot issue is tc be voted
on 4t a single electiony the secretary of state way publish
a single pamphlet for all of the balliot issuess The
secretary of state may arrange the information in the corder
#hich seems most appropriates but the information for all
issues in tha pamphlet shall be presented in the same

ordere®
-End-

~5—
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SENATE BILL NO. 72
INTRODUCED BY GALTy HAZELBAKER: TVELT»

KOLSTADes S+ BROWNe THUMAS, VOWEs HAFFERMAN

A4 BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT REQUIRING THAT A FISCAL
NOTE AND STATEMENT ACCOMPANY CERTAIN INFFEAFEVE BALLOT ISSUE
PETITIONS AND BALLOTS; PERMITTING CODURT REVIEW OF FHE
CERTAIN FISCAL SFAFEMENF STATEMENTS; AND PROVIDING FOR
INCLUSIGN OF THE STATEMENT IN THE  VOTER  INFORMATICN
PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-312s 13-27-315, 13-27-31a

ANE 13-27-401+ AND 13-27-501, MCAL"

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE DF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 13-27-312+ MCAs 15 amended to read:
*13-27-312« Review of petition Dy attorney general --

preparation of statement and _fiscal notes (1) Upon receipt

of a petition from the office of the secretary of state

pursuant to 13-27-2002s the attorney general shall examine

the petition as to form ands if the proposed ballot issue

has_an_effect _on_the_revenuesy expendituressy or _the fiscal

liability of the statey shall_order a fiscal note

incorporating an_estimate of _such effecty the_ substance _of

which_ must substantially comply with_ the provisions of

3-4-20%. The budgetr directars in_cooperation with the agency

or _agencies affected by the petitione is_ _responsible for
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preparing _the fiscal note_and shall returp it within &_days

unless the attorney generals for good cause showny extends

the time_for completing _the fiscal notes. If the petition

form is approveds the attorney general shall prepare and
transmit to the secretary of stace a concise statement not
exceeding 100 wordse This statement shall express a true and
impartral explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot
issue in plainsy easily understood language. The statement
may not pe an argument and may not be written so0 as to
create prejudice for or against the measure. The statement
prepared pursuant to this subsections unless altered by a
court under 13-27-316y is the petition title for the measure
circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the
measure is placed on the ballota

{2) At tne same time the statement of purpose is
prepareds the attorney general shall prepare statements of

the implication of a vote for or against a ballot issue and

was prepared  feor the proposed_ballot issue. The statements

of implication may be no more than 25 words each and shall
be in simpler impartial language clearly explaining the
meaning of a vote for and a wvote against the 155ue. The

statements of implication and_ fiscal _statement prepared

pursuant to this sectionsy uniess altered by 2 court under

13-27-3164 are the statements to be used on the petition and

-2- S8 12
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the ballot if the measure is placed on the ballot. The
statements of implication shall be placed beside the diagram
provided for marking of the baltot in a manner similtar ta
the following example:
[:] FOR extending the right to vote ta persons 18 years
of age
[:] AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons i8
years of age
{3} IF the petition is rejected as to Fforme the
attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary
of State within 10 days after }e:eipt of the petition by the
attorney general. If the petition is approved as to forme
the attorney general shall forward the statement of purposey

and the statements of implicationy_and the fiscal statement

if applicable to the secretary of state within 21 days after
receipt of the petition by the attorney general.™

SECTION 2. SECTION 13-27-315, MCAy IS _AMENDED TO READ:

"13-27-315. Statements by attorney general on issues

referred by Yegislatures {1} Upon receipt of __a copy of a

ballot form under 13-27-310{2} for an_isSue proposed by the

legislaturey the attorney general shall order a fiscal note

as__provided in 13-27-312{1) jif the jssue has an effect on

the revenuess expendjturesy or the Fiscal Viability of _the
state. At the some time the explanatory statement is
prepared under subsection 2]y the atiorney general shall

-3- 58 712
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prepare__a_ fiscal _statement of po_more_than 25 words to be
forwarded to_the Secretary of state at the same time as__t

explanatory statements

+31(2) At the same time the attorney generals pursuant
to 13-27-313, informs the secretary of state of the approval
or rejection of a ballot form for an issue praposec by the
tegistatures the attorney general shell forward to the
secretary of state a statements not exceeding 100 wordss
expressing a true and impartial explaenation of the purpose
of the measure in plains easily understood language. The
statement may not be an argument and may not be written to
create 4 prejudice for Or against the issue. The statement
prepared under this sSection is known as the attorney
general *s explanatory statemente

t23(3) If statements of the implication of a vote for
or against a ballot issue have not been provided by the
legistatures the attorney general  shall  prepare the
statements. Requirements for statements of implication for
ballot issues referred by the legislature are the same as
those provided in 13-27-312 for other ballot issuese
Statements of implication prepared by the attorney general
must be returned to the secretary of state no later than the
time specified for approval of the ballot form.™

Section 3. Section 13-27-316+ MCAs is amended to read:

®13-27-316= CoOurt review of attorney general

-4 ) 5B 72
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statements. (1) If the proponents of a ballot measure
believe that the statement of purposep or the statements of
implication of a votey oy the fiscal statement formutated by
the attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy
the requirements of 13-27-312» they mays within 10 days of
receipt of the notice from the secretary of state pravided
for in 13-27-202¢ File an action in the district court in
and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the
adequacy of the statement and requesting the court to alter
the statemente

{2) If cthe opponents of a4 ballot measure believe that
the statement of purposey or the statements of implication

of a votey or the fiscal statement formulated by the

attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the
requirements of 13-27-312y they mays within 10 days of the
date of certification to the governor that the completed
petition has been officially fileds file an action in the
district court in and for thg county of Lewis and Clark
challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the
court to alter the statement.

[3) (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of
state and wupon  the attorney generals The action takes
precedence vuver other cases and matters in the district
courts The court shall examine the proposed measure and the

challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render a
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decision and certify to the secretary of state a3 statement
which the court determines will meet the regquirements of
13-27-312.

(b} A statement certified by the court shall be placed
on the petition for circulation and on the official ballot.

(4) A copy of the petition in Final form must be filted
in the office of the secretary of state by the proponents.

{5) Any party may appeal the order of the district
court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of
appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the
district court."

Section 4« Section 13-2T7-40ls MLCAy is amended to read:

" 3-27-401a Voter. information pamphlet. {1) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a wvoter
informastion pamphlet containing the following information
for each ballot issue to be voted on at an elections as
appiicables

{a) ballot titlep Fiscal statement if applicabley and
complete text of the issue;

(b) the form in which the issue will appear on the
ballot;

(c) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the
issue; and

{d) rebutta)l arguments.

{2) The pamphlaet shall also tontain a notice advising

—fp— se 12
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the recipient where additional copies of the pamphlet may be
obtaineds

{3) whenever more than one ballot issue is to be voted
on at a single elections the secretary of state may publish
a single pamphlet for a?) of the ballot issues. The
secretary of state may arrange the information in the order
which seems wmost appropriates but the information for al?
issues in the pomphlet shail be presented in the same
ordera®

SECTION 5. SECTION 13-27-501, MCAy 1S5 AMENDED TQ READ:

"13-27-50le Secretary of state to certify ballot Form.
The secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each
county responsible for preparation and printing of the
ballotsy at the same time as he certifies the names of the
persons who are candidates for offices to be filled at the
electiony a certaified copy of the farm in which each ballot
issue to be voted on by the people at that election is to
appear on the ballot. Unless otherwise provided in the
Tegisiative act or petitjon placing the issue on the balloty
the secretary of state shall list for each issue the numbersy
the method of placement on the ballots the titley the
attorney general®*s explanatory statements if applicables the

fiscal stateaents if applicabley and the statesents of the

implication o<of & vote for or against the issue that are to

be placed beside the diagram for marking the ballot. The

-T- 58 72
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secretary of state shall use for each ballot issue the title
of the tegislative act or Jlegislative constitutional
proposal or the title provided by the attoraey general or
district courts Following the number af the ballot issues
the secretary of state shall include one of the following
statements . to identify why the issue has been placed on the
ballot:

(1) an act referrad by the legislature;

(2) an amendment to the constitution proposed by the
legislature;

{3) an act of the legislature referred by referendum
petition; or

{4} a lam or constjitutional asendment proposed by
initiative petition.™

-End—
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SENATE BILL NO. T2
INTRCDUCED BY GALTs HAZELBAKERy TVEIT,

KGLSTAD» S BROWNs THOMASs TOWEs HAFFERMAN

A BILL FOR AN ACY ENTITLEC: “AN ACT REQUIRING THAT A FISCAL

NOTE AND STATEMENTY ACCOMPANY CERTAIN #NEFEAFIVE BALLOT IS5SUE

PEFITIONS AND BALLOTS; PERMITTING COURT REVIEW OF ¥HE
CERTAIN FISCAL SFATEMENF STATEMENTS: AND PROVIDING FOR
INCLUSION OF THE STATEMENT IN THE VOTER  INFORMATION
PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-312, 13-27-315s 13-27-316s

*HO 13-27-40kv AND 13-27-501y MCA.®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 13-27-312y MCAy is amenged to read:
®13-27-312. Mfeview of petition by attorney general --

preparation of statement and fFiscal note. (1) Upon receipt

of a petition from the office of the secretary of state

pursuant to 13-27-202+ the attorney general shall examine

the petition as to form ands if the proposed _ballot issue

has_an_effect on_the revenuess expendituress or the fiscal

ljability of the statey shall order _a fiscal note

incorporating an_estimate of _such effecty the_ _substance_ of

which wmust substantially comply with the provisions of

5-4-205. The_budget directors jn cooperation with the agency

or_agencies_daffected by the petitions _jis_ responsible _for
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preparing the Fiscal note and shall _return it within &6 days

unless the attorney generaly for good cause showny extends

the time For completing the_fiscal notes. If the petition

form is approveds the attorney general shall prepare and
transmit to the secretary of state a concise statesment not
exceading 100 wordse This statesent shall express a true and
impartial explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot
issue in plaine easily understood Yanguage. The statement
may not be an argument and may not be written so as to
create prejudice for or against the measures The statement
prepared pursuant to this subsections unless altered by a
court under 13-27-3l6s is the petition title for the measure
circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the
measure is placed on the ballot.

{2) At the same time the statement of purpose is
prepareds the attorney general shall prepare Statements of
the implication of a vote for or against a ballot issve and

a__fiscal statement of no more than 25 50 words if a fiscal

note was prepared for the proposed ballot _issues The

statements of implication wmay be no more thon 25 50 words
each and shall be in simples impartial language clearly
explaining the meaning of a vote for and a vote against the

issues The statements of implication and fiscal _statement

prepared pursuant to this sections unless altered by a court

under 13-2T7-316+ are the statements to be wused aon the

-2- 5B 72
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petition and the ballot if the wmeasure is placed on the
balltat. The statements oF implication shall be placed
beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a
manner similar to the following example:

FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years

of age

AGAINST extending the right to vote ta persons 18

years of age

{3) If the petition is rejected as to Formy the

attormey general 'shall forward his comments to the secretary
of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the
attorney general, If the petition is approved as to forme
the attorney general shall forward the statement of pur poses

and the statements of implicationy and_the fiscal statemwent

Af applicable to the secretary of state within 21 days after
receipt of the petition by the attorney general."

SECTION_2. SECTION 13~-27-315s MCAy IS AMENDED 1O READ:

"13-27-315« Statements by attorney gemeral on issuves

referred by legislature. (1) Upon receipt of a__copy of _a

ballot form under 13-27-310{2) for_an_issue_proposed by the

!eqig[g¥ure, the_sttorney general shall order a_fiscal _note

as _provided in :413-27-312{1}) if the issue has an_effect on

the revenuesy expendituresy or the fFiscal liability of the

states At the same time the explanatory_ statement is

prepared _under subsection [2)y the _attorney _general shall

-3= 5B T2
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prepare _a fiscal statement of _no_sore than 2% 50 words to be

forwarded_to the secretary of stote at _the same time_as_ the

explanatory statemente

+t#{2} At the same time the attorney general, pursuant
to 13-27-313, informs the secretary of state of the approval
aor rejection of a ballot form for an issue proposed by the
Jegislatures the attorney general shall forward to the
secretary of state a statement: not exceeding 100 wordsse
expressing a true and impartial explanation of the purpose
of the measure in plains easily understood language. The
statement may not be an argument and may not be written to
create a prejudice fFor or agagnst the issuee The statement
prepared under this section is known as the attorney
general®s explanatory statementa.

t24{3) If statements of the implication of a3 vote for
or against a ballot issue have not been provided by the
legislatures the attorney general shall prepare the
statements. Requirements Ffor statements of implication for
balYot issues referred by the Yegislature are the same as
those proviged in 13-27-312 For other ballot issuess
Statements of implication prepared by the attoraney general
must e returned to the secretary of state no later then the
time specified for approval of the ballot form.*

Section 3. Section 13-27-3l6y MCAy is amended to read:

"13-2T-316« Court review of attorney general
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statements. (1} If <the proponents of a ballot measure
believe that the statement of purposes or the statements of

implication of a votey or the fiscal statement formulated by

the attorney general pursuvant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy
the requifements of 13-27-312+ they mays within 10 days of
receipt of the notice from the secretary of state provided
for in 13-27-202, file an action in the district court in
and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the
adequacy of the statement and requesting the court to alter
the statement.

{2}y 1f the opponents of a ballot measure believe that
the statement of purposes er the statements of implication

of a wvotey_ or _the_fiscal statement formulated by the

attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the
requirements of 13=-27-312¢+ they mayy within 10 days of the
date of certificatian to the governor that the completed
petition has been officially fileds File an action in the
aistrict court in and for the county of tewis and Clark
challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the
court to alter the statement.

{3} (a) Notice shatl be served upon the secretary of
state and wupon the attorney generals The action takes
precedence aver other cases and matters in the district
courte The court shall examine the proposed measure and the

challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render a
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decision and certify to the secretary of state a statement
which the court determines will wmeet the requirements of
13-27-312.

{b} A statement certified by the court shall be placed
on the petition for circultation and on the official ballot.

{4) A copy of the petition in final form must be filed
in the office of the secretary of state by the proponents.

(5) Any party may appeal the order of the district
court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of
appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the
district court.™

Section 4. Section 13-27-401e¢ HCA+ is amended to read:

"13~-27-401., Voter information pamphliets (1) The
secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter
information pamphlet containing the following information
for each ballot issue tc be voted On at an elections as
applicable:

(a) ballot titlep fisca)l statement if_ applicables and

complete text of the issue;

{b) the form in which the issue will appear on the
batlot;

{c)} arguments advocating approval and rejection of the
issue; and

{d}) rebuttal argumentse

{2} The pamphlet shall also contain a notice advising

-6~ 5B 712
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the recipient where additional! copies of the pamphlet may be
obtained.

{3) wWhenever more than one ballot jssue is to he voted
on at a single elections the secretary of state may publish
a single pamphlet for all of the ballot issues.s The
secretary of state may arrange the information in the order
which seems most appropriates but the informaticn for alt
issues in the pamphlet shall be presented in the same
ordera®

SECTION S. SECTION 13-27-501y MCAs IS AMENDED ¥O READ:

"13-27-501. Secretary of state to certify ballot forma.
The secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each
county responsible for preparation oand printing of the
ballotse at the same time as he certifies the names of the
persons who are candidates for offices to be Filled at the
elections a3 certified copy of the form in which each ballot
issue to be voted on by the people at that election is to
appear on the ballots Unless otherwise provided in the
tegislative act or petition placing the issue on the ballote
the secretary of state shall list for 2ach issue the numbery
the method of placement on'-the bailot. the titles the
attorneyigenerai”sexplanstory statements if applicables the

fiscal statements if applicabley and the statements of the

implication of a vote for or against the isswe that are to

be placed beside the diagram For marking the ballot. The
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secretary of state shall use for each batlot issue the title
of the 1legislative act or tegislative constitutional
proposal or the title provided by the attorney general or
district courte Following the number of the ballot issues
the secretary of state shall include one of the following
statements to identjfy why the issue has been placed on the
ballot:

{1} an act referred by the legistature;

(2) an amendment to the constitution proposed by the
legisiature;

{3) an act of the legislature referred by referendum
petition; or

{4) 3 law or constitutional amendment proposed by
initiative petition.”

-£nd-
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' HOUSE STATEAADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
AMENDMENTS-SENATE BILL 72

1. Title, line 5.

Following: "CERTAIN"

Strike: "INITIATIVE"
Insert: "BALLOT ISSUE"

2. Title, line 6.
Following: "OF"
Strike: "PHE"
Insert: "CERTAIN"

3. Title, line 7.
Following: 1line 6
Strike: "STATEMENT"
Insert: "STATEMENTS"

4, Title, line 8.
Following: "13-27-312,"
Insert: "13-27-315,"

5. Title, line 9.
Following: "13-27-316,"
Strike: "“AND"

Following: "13-27-401,"
Insert: "AND 13-27-501,"

6. Page 3. '

Following: line 14

Insert: "Section 2. Section 13-27-315, MCA, is amended
to read:

"13-27-315. Statements by attorney general on issues
referred by legislature. (1) Upon receipt of a copy

of a ballot form under 13-27-310{2) for an issue proposed

by the legislature, the attorney general shall order a
fiscal note as provided in 13-27-312(1) if the issue has

an effect on the revenues, expenditures, or the fiscal

liability of the state. At the same time the explanatory

statement is prepared under subsection (2), the attorney

general shall prepare a fiscal statement of no more than

25 words to be forwarded to the secretary of state at
the same time as the explanatory statement.
43} (2) At the same time the attorney general,

pursuant to 13-27-313, informs the secretary of state of .

the approval or rejection of a ballet form for an issue
proposed by the legislature, the attorney general shall
forward to the secretary of state a statement, not
exceeding 100 words, expr#ssing a true and impartial
explanation of the purpose of the measure in plain,
easily understood language. The statement may not be
an argument and may not be written to create a prejudice
for or against the issue. The statement prepared under
this section is known as the attorney general's explan-
atory statement.



HOUSE STATE ADMINISTRATION

AMENDMENTS~SENATE BILL 72 (cont.)

$2¥ (3) If statements of the implication of a vote for
or against a ballot issue have not been provided by the
legislature, the attorney general shall prepare the
statements. Reguirements for statements of implication
for ballot issues referred by the legislature are the same
as those provided in 13-27-312 for other ballot issues.
Statements of implication prepared by the attorney
general must be returned to the secretary of state no
later than the time specified for approval of the ballot
form."

Renumber: subsequent sections

7. Page 5.

Following: 1line 25

Insert: "Section 5. Section 13-27-501, MCA, is amended
to read:

"13-27-501. Secretary of state to certify ballot
form. The secretary of state shall furnish to the official
of each county responsible for preparation and printing
of the ballots, at the same time as he certified the
names of the persons who are candidates for offices to
be filled at the election, a certified copy of the form
in which each ballot issue to be voted on by the people
at that electionis to appear on the ballot. Unless
otherwise provided in the legislative act or petition
placing the issue on the ballot, the secretary of state
shall list for each issue the number, the method of
placement on the ballot, the title, the attorney general's
explanatory statement, if applicable, the fiscal statement,
if applicable, and the statements of the implication of
a vote for or against the issue that are to be placed
beside the diagram for marking the ballot. The secretary
of state shall use for each ballot issue the title of
the legislative act or legislative constitutional proposal
or the title provided by the attorney general or district
court. Following the number of the ballot issue, the
secretary of state shall include one of the following state-
ments to identify why the issue has been placed on the
ballot:
(1) an act referred by the legislature;
(2) an amendment to the constitution proposed by
the legislature;
(3) an act of the legislature referred by referendum
petition; or
(4) a law or constitutional amendment proposed by
initiative petition.”




