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SENATE BILL ~0. 72 

INTRODUCED BY GALT, ffAZELBAlUtR, TVEIT, 
fii:OLSTAD, S. BROWN, THOUAB, 'l'OWF., HAFFERttAN 

January 7, 19f.ll 

January 13, 1981 

January 14, l91H 

January 15, 1991 

January 16, 1981 

January 17, 1961 

January 19, 1981 

!'1arch 6, l9B1 

March 9, 1981 

t>tarch 12, 1981 

March 13, 19fH 

Harch 16, 1981 

IN THE SF.:NATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State Adminis­
tration. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
mErrnbera • desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly enqros&ed. 

1hird reading, passed. 
Transmitted to House. 

W THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
committee on State Adminis­
tration. 

Committee reaoamend bill be 
concurred in ae amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third read 1 ng , concurred 1 n 
as amended. Ayes, 94J 
Noes, 2. 

Ul TRE SENATE 

Returned from House with 
amendments. 

On motion, consideration be 
pasoed for the day. 



March l7, l9Sl 

March 23, 19tH 

March 24, 1981 

March :as, 1981 

March 27, 19tH 

March 31, 1981 

April 1, 1981 

Second reading, amendments 
not concurred in. 

on motion Free Conference 
Committee requested and 
appointe<l. 

Free Conference Committee 
reported. 

on QOtion, consideration be 
passed for the day. 

second reading, Free Conference 
Committee report adopted. 

Third reading, Free Conference 
Committee report adopted. 
Ayes, 48' Noes, o. 

IN THE l'fOUSF: 

Free Conference Committee 
report adopted. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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• BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING TI-'AT A FISCAL 

NOTE A'IO STATEMENT ACCOMPANY CERTAI~ I~'ITIATIVf PETITIONS 

AND BALLOTS; PERMITTI~lG COURT REVIEW OF THE FISCAL 

STAHMENT; AND PROVIDI~G cOR BICLUSlOi~ OF THE STATE~ENT IN 

THe VOTER INFOR!,ATION PAMPHLET; A!'!ENDING SECTIONS 13-27-312• 

13-27-316• AND 13-27-401, HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MCNTANA: 

Section l• Section 13-27-312, MCAy is amended to read: 

"13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general --

pr~oarction of statement ~~~~· (1) Upon r~ceipt 

of ~ petition from the office of the secretary of state 

pursua~t to 13-ll-202, the attorney gen~ral shall 2xamine 

the petition as to form .a.n.d...J._j_f_±.lHLll.I:..SW~_g_lJ,all.o.Li.:i.:ill.!.l: 

llil.:i_all..££LeJ:;t pn thll-J:~Yenues• .ellllewi~L-!U:-J;ile_~;U 

li~ilitv af_--1he--~1a~-~hall __ ~_a __ fi~~a!__n~ 

~LQ2L~D~D-~~1Lma!~-gf_~~~~f~L-tbQ__~~~20J:;£__gf 

wTii~b-_mu~t _ _£UU~~D1ially__kQmDl~--~i1h_-t~~--~LQYi2iPD~f 

!l=!t~!;j, lbLtWIJJ<>.t_~llJ:L-ilL~IlPP.eJ:-'lti!lD-"i.tlLtll>l--"=~¥ 

.QL_ageru;;~aff.al::tJ>!LbJL1be__w:1i1illnL-l.:i _ _r:'lSJlllllS.ill<: _ _fnr 

~<~Li!W--:t.lllLfi~~~:t.L~all_J:-'ltw:n-l.t_lllllhin~x~ 

uole~~-1bg_attuJ:~X-~~ral1_fllL-IlllllO_~u~<:--sbuwn~--"xten~s 
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tl:Je__iim.e__f.QL~pleliJU: __ ibe_fiKiiL.ulli>a If the petition 

form is approved, the attorney qeneral shal 1 prepare and 

tr3nsmit to the secret3ry of state a concise st~tement not 

exce9ding 100 worjs. This statement shall expr~ss a true and 

impartial expl3nat ion of the p~rpose of th,~ proposed ballot 

issue in plain, easily understo0d laoquaqe. The statement 

m.ay not be an argument and may not be written so as to 

create prejudice for or against the ~easure. The statement 

prepared pursuant to this subsection, unless altered by a 

court under 13-27-316• is the petition titl~ for the measure 

circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the 

measure is placed on th~ ballot. 

(2) At the same time the statement of purpose is 

prepared, the attorney general shall prepare statements of 

the implication of 3 vote fur or aca;nst a ballet issue ~Q 

Lli~k.al statemwLof no morL:tban_U-h2J:~_.g_fl!i~l_not~ 

wa~-J2~.at~ for the prop.o~!L.b..allat._L5.£.Le• The stat~~r.ents 

of implication may be no more than 25 words ~ach and shall 

be in simple., impartial lanyuaye clearly ~xplaining the 

meaning of d vote for and a vcte ayaiost the issue. Th~ 

st3t~men~s of i mpl i cat i un ~--Li.sl':.£ll _ _s::t..Q.i..:emllO:t. ryre,')ared 

~ursudnt to this section., unless 3ltereu by d court under 

13-27-316, are the statements to be used on the petition an~ 

t~e callot if the measure is placed on th0 ballot. The 

stat~mgnts of implication shall be placed beside the diagram 
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provided for markin~ of the ballot in a manner similar to 

the following example: 

£:]FOR extending the right to vote to p~rsons 18 years 

of age 

c:J AGAINST sxtending the right to vote to persons 18 

years of age 

(3) If the petition is rejected ~s to form, the 

attorney general shall forward his comments to th£ secretary 

of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the 

attorney general. If the petition is approved as to form 9 

the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose~ 

eftd the statements of implication._and_tbe_fiscal_~~ 

lf_aRRljcable to the secretary of state within 21 days after 

receipt of the petition by the attorney general.• 

Section 2. Section 13-27-316• MCA 7 is amended to read: 

"13-27-316. Court review of attorney general 

state1nents. ( 1) If the proponents of a ballot measure 

believe that the statement of purpose~ or the statements of 

implication of a vote• or the ~~statement formulated by 

the at·torney general pursuant to 13-17-312 do not satisfy 

the requirements of 13-Z7-312, they may, within 10 days of 

receipt of the notice from the secretary of state provided 

for in 13-27-202 9 file an action in tha district court in 

and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the 

adequacy of the statement and requesting the court to alter 
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the statement. 

(2) If the opponents of d ballot ~casure believe that 

the statement of purpose..a. et& the stut:~ments of ir'l;)lic::~tion 

of a vote~--2£--ih~--~~--~ta~cm~n~ forrnulatea ~y the 

attorney general pursuunt to 13-27-312 ~o not satisfy the 

requirements of 13-27-3129 they may. within 10 days of the 

date of certification to the gov2-rnor that the complete.J 

p~tition has be~n officiQlly filed, file an action in the 

district court in and far the county of Le~is and Clark 

challenging the adequacy of the stat~ment and requesting the 

court to alter the statenoent. 

(3) (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of 

state and upon the attorney qeneral. The ac~ion takes 

precedence over other cases and matters in the district 

court. Tne court shall examine the proposed measure 3nd the 

challenged sta-tement and shall as soon dS possible render o 

decision and certify to the secretary of state a statement 

which the court determines will meet the requirements of 

13-27-312. 

(b) A statement certified by the court shall b~ rlaced 

on the petition for circulation and on the official Ddllot. 

(4) A copy of the petition in final form must be filed 

in the office of the secretary of st,_'ttc hy the r-rop'Jnen-ts. 

(5) Any party may appeal the order of the rli~trict 

court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice c.f 

-4-
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1 appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the 

2 district court." 

3 Section 3. Section 13-27-401• MCA• is ~mended to read: 

4 0 13-27-401. Voter information pamphlet. (1) The 

5 secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter 

6 information pamphlet containing the following infor;r,ction 

7 for eJch ballot issue to be voted on at an election, as 

s applicable: 

9 (a) ballot title. fjsca] ~atemgot jf~Lcahle. and 

10 ccmplete text of the is:;ue; 

11 (b) the form in which the issue will appear on the 

12 bdllot; 

13 (c) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the 

14 issue; ..Jnd 

15 (d) re~uttal arguments. 

16 (2) The pamphl~t shall also contain a notice advisin~ 

17 tha recipient where additional copies of the palllphlet may be 

18 obtai ned. 

19 (3) Whenever more than onP. bc:tllot issu·~ is to b'<::! vot"?d 

20 on lt a single election,. the s2cr-etal'"y of state may publish 

2'1 c. sinqlu pamphlet for all of the ballot issu·~':i. Tt~2 

22 secret~ry of state may arrange the information in the order 

21: .,..hich seems most appl'"ooriat~, but tha infol'"ma·tion for .:.11 

24 issuGs in th.:! ~·.llr.phlct shall b~ pres0nted in til~ s.a:n;_ 

25 order.•• 

-5-
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Approved by Committee 
on State AdminAatration 
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A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REUUI~I~G THAT • FISCAL 

NOTE A~O STATE~ENT ACCOMPANY CERTAIN INITIATIVE PETITIONS 

AND ClALLCTS; PERMITTI:'IG COURT REVIEW OF THE FISCAL 

STAHr,ENT; AND PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION OF THE STATE~ENT IN 

THe VOTER INFO~fiATION PAMPHLET; A/lENDING SECTIONS 13-27-312, 

13-27-316• AND 13-27-401, HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MCNTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-2:7-312, MCA9 is amended to read: 

"13-Z7-312. Review of petition by attorney ge~eral -­

pr~oaration of statement~~~~· (1) Upon r~ceipt 

of ~ petition from the office of the sEcret~ry of state 

pursuant to 13-27-202 9 the attorney gen~ral shall excmi ne 

the ~~titian as to form and, jf tb~ oropgsed hallat-i~U£ 

h~an gffe~t on the r~~u~~enctjtyresL-QL--1he__fl~ 

li.abilily of tl:li; ___ U>!:t.i:L-.... .ill.al.L .... =-._a .... -flll;al--llJOt& 

i[K..Q.[jlQLat j ng an es;tima1e gf su~fif!Kt..L.t.b~JJ.Lb~lmk.e:~ 

~~b........mu~ substantLa!LY-....kQmR!¥....-~itb.--tll~--~LuYl~gn~Qf 

!i::!t::l.ll2 • Ib.!Ltu.l.ll~....ili recta rL-lD....J;l!Qll;:uU..iQn....lil:Ul....tll~;ms:Jt 

QL<IQlillJ;iti....af~t&lLblt....tbJL....!l.ll1 it i go • ....... l.L...Ll!Sll2llS.l.W..e.......fllJ: 

I<Ullallnll.... .... :tlHLli.S.J;.ll....DQ:t.e...alliLs.llall r etu m i t " i t llln...s....ways. 

Yllle~ .... the....a~llLnelt~~~L_gjlQ~U~8 shgWfi~--~~.lls. 
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tb!L .... tim.e ....... fw:_....s;.~:tl~-.tO.Lf~al note• If' the petition 

form is approved, the attorney qeneral shall prep~re and 

tr~nsmit to the secretary of state a concise st~tem9nt not 

exce-eding 100 wor.Js. This stateJnent shall expr'E!ss a true and 

impartial explanation of the purpose of th"; proposed ballot 

issue in plain, easily understood language. The statement 

may not be an argument and may not be written so as to 

create prejudice for or against the measure. The statement 

prepared pursuant to this subsection, unless altered by a 

court under 13-21-316, is the petition title for the measure 

circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the 

measure is placed on the ballot. 

(2) At the same time the statement of purposa is 

prepured, the attorney general shall prepare statements of 

the im?lication of 3 vote for or against a ballet issue ann 

iL.li!i.t..al~:lid£mfmi_of no mor.e__J;.ban_25 words jf a fjscal-.rul:t.e 

liaL_Q..t..fUl~f2L-1.WLJJ.c..gpgs..e!J._b_allgt j ssue. The statements 

of implication may be no more than 25 words ~ach and shall 

be in simple. impartial langua~e clearly explaining the 

meaninq of a vote for and a vote against the issue. The 

st3tements of implication ~--tLs~~~~L orepared 

pursuant to this section 9 unless 3ltered by a court under 

13-27-316, are the statements to be used on the p~tition 3nd 

the ballot if the me~sure is placed on th~ ballot. The 

statements of implication shall be placed beside the diagram 
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provided for marking of the ballot in a manner similar to 

the following example: 

£:] Fnk extending the right to vote to p~rsons 18 years 

of age 

[] AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 

years of age 

(3) If the petition is rejected as to ~orm, the 

attorney general shall forward his comments to tht secretary 

of state within 10 days after recefpt of the petition by the 

attorney general. If the petition is approved as to formy 

the attorney general sh~ll forward th£ statement of purpose£ 

end the statements of implication£-anQ_tbe_fls£al_~~ 

jf applicable to the secretary of state within 21 days after 

receipt of the petition by the attorney general.• 

Section 2. Section 13-27-316, MCA 9 is amended to read: 

•13-27-316. Court review of attorney general 

statemP.nts. (1) If the proponents of a ballot measure 

believe that the state•ent of purpose£ ar the statements of 

implication of a vote. or the fiscal statement formulated by 

the at-torney general pursuant to 13-Z7-31Z do not satisfy 

the requirements of 13-27-312• they may. •ithin 10 days of 

receipt of the notice from the secretary of stat~ provided 

for in 13-27-202, file an action in the district court in 

and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the 

adequacy of the stateaent and reques~Jng the court to alter 
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the stat:~ment. 

(2) If the opponents of a ballot measure t-el ieve th~t 

the statement of purpose~~ th~ statemP.nts cf i~rlic~tion 

of a vote£~~ fjscal statem~ formulated ~y the 

a~torney general pursuant to 13-Z7-312 do not satisfy the 

requirements of 13-27-3129 they may. within 10 days of the 

date of certification to the gov~rnor that the completed 

petition has bee,, officially filed, file an action in the 

district court in and for the county of Le~is and Clark 

challenging the adequacy of the stat~ment and r~qu~stinq th? 

court to alter the staten;ent. 

(3) (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of 

state and upon the attorney general. The action takes 

precedence over other cases and matters in the district 

court. The court shall examine the proposed measure and the 

chdllenged statement and shall cs soon as possible render a 

decisIon and carti fy to the secretary of state z stat-_efP.ent 

which the court determines will ~eet the require~ents of 

13-27-312. 

(b) A statement certified by the court shall be placed 

on the petition for circulation and on the official oallot. 

(4) A copy of the petition in final form must be filed 

In the office of the secretary of state by the prop~nents. 

{5) Any party may appeal the order of the district 

court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice cf 

__.,_ 
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1 appeal within 5 days of the date of the order of the 

2 district court.• 

3 Section 3. Section 13-27-401, ~CA, is amended to read: 

4 "13-2.7-401. Voter information pamphlet. (1) The 

5 secret:~ry of state shall prepare for printing a voter 

~ information p3mphlet containing the following inform?.tion 

7 for each ballot issue to he voted on at an ~l~ctiony as 

£ applicable: 

9 (a) ballot title£-fjscal statement if~lkable1 and 

10 co,npl~te text of the i ssuei 

11 (b) the form in which the issue will appear on the 

12 ball oti 

13 (c) arguments ~dvocating approval and r~jection of the 

14 issue; dOd 

15 (d) re~uttal arguments. 

16 (2) Th~ pamphlet shall also contain a notic~ ddvisinq 

17 th~ r~cipient where additional copies of the pamphlet may be 

lS obtained. 

19 (3) Whenever more than one b~llot Issue Is to be voted 

20 on -3t a single election, the secretary of state r11ay publish 

21 a sin11e pamphlet for all vf the bollot issu~s. Tt.e 

22 sccr<?t~ry of state may arrJ"anqe the inform<ltioo in the order 

23 :..~hich se~tr:s most appJ"opriate, but th::: informa·ti()n for all 

2"t issues in tl1e ~.cur.phlet shall be presented in the sd:;r,~ 

2.S order." 
-End- 513 -5- 7:L 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING THAT A FISCAL 

NOTE A~O STATEMENT ACCOMPANY CERTAIN INITIATIVE PETITIONS 

AND 8ALLOTS; PERMITTING COURT REVIEW OF THE FISCAL 

STATEMENT; AND PROVIDING FOP INCLUSION OF THE STATEM~NT IN 

THE VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-312t 

13-27-316, AND 13-27-401, HCAo 0 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-21-312y MCAy ls amended to read: 

"13-27-31Z. Review of petition by attorney general -­

preparation of statemen·t .awl_fiscal note. {1) Upon receipt 

of a petition from the office of the secretary of state 

pursuant to 13-27-202, the attorney general shall examine 

the petition as to form and£-1~ grnposed ballot-issue 

b~_gu_ef!ect on the revenues. expendjtures• or_~be__fi~ 

.li.ab i 1 i ty of the state, _shall ~-L.~.al--QQ~ 

~LRQJ:.s:~o.....ulilllate of S\!~~.t-:t.ll.!t-....SU!lliaace of 

~h--mu~t_ substaa~jally COWR~wltb__tb£__~LQ~~2D~ 

.5~· l .. L~ dj rector, In cooperat.i211Jfllh_l.WL.aQ~ 

2La.Q.eGJ:if'S affected by the -~.t.illgu~_U _ _t:e..s.g,UQS;j bl e for 

~Li.llg_tbe fjsca.LDg~ shall retur!:l.-.U-ktllbio 6 dau 

YD~:t.ll.!t-a~ae~ aeaeralo for QO~Y~-~bown~--~xtell~~ 
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tb~~im£ __ Lgc~omp1etio~ the fiscal note. If the petition 

form is approved, the attorney general shall pr~p~re and 

tr~nsmit to the secretary of state a concise statement not 

exceeding 100 words. This statement shall express a true and 

impartial explanation of the p~rpose of the proposed ballot 

issue in plaint easily understood language. The statement 

may not be an argument and may not be written so as to 

create prejudice for or against the measure. The sta~Ement 

prepared pursuant to this subsection, unless altered by a 

court under 13-ZT-316, Is the petition title for the measure 

circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the 

measure is placed on th& ballot. 

(2) At the same time the statement of purpose is 

preparedt the attorney general shall prepare statements of 

the implication of~ vote for or against a ballot issue ~~ 

a_fl~~l....statemeot of no mQre tban_l2_wox:a~_Lf_a~l-nc~ 

wa~-~aLed__fnc the proposed_ba11QL~. The statements 

of implication may be no mor~ than 25 words each and shall 

be in simple, impartial language clearly explaining the 

meaninq of a vote for and a vote against the issue• The 

st,Jt~ments of lmpl ication JllUi__f.i..,s.c.a.l__.s.t..at.e.m.iUl:t ~repared 

pursuant to this section, unl~ss altered by a court under 

13-27-316, are the statements to be used on the petition and 

the ballot if the measure is placed on the ballot. The 

stat~ments of implication shall be placed beside the diagrar.t 

-2-
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provided for marking of the ballot in a manner similar to 

the following example: 

£:}FOR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years 

of age 

r=J AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons lB 

years of age 

(3) lf the petition is rejected as to form, the 

attorney general shall forward his comments to th~ secretary 

of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the 

attorney general. If the petition is approved as to form. 

the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose£ 

end the statements of lmpllcat.ion~~tb2-f~~~ 

lf_appljcable to the secretary of state within 21 days after 

receipt of the petition by the attorney general.• 

Section 2. Section 13-27-316, "CA 9 is amended to read: 

wl3-Z7-316. Court review of attorney general 

statements. (1) If the proponents of a ballot measure 

believe that the state•ent of purpose£ or the statements of 

implication of a vote• gr the t;scal statement formulated by 

the attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy 

the requirements of 13-27-312y they may, within 10 days of 

receipt of the notice from the secretary of state provided 

for in 13-27-202• file an action in the district court in 

and for the county of Lewis and Clark challenging the 

adequacy of the state~ent and requesting the court to alter 

-3-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1H 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Z5 

LC 0795/01 

the statement. 

(2) If the opponents of a ballot measure believ€ that 

the statement of purpose£ OP the statements of implication 

of a voter or the formulated by the 

attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satisfy the 

requirements of 13-27-3129 they may9 within 10 days of the 

date of certification to the governor that the completed 

petition has been officJally filed, file an action in the 

district court in and for the county of LeNis and Clark 

challenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the 

court to alter the state~<ent. 

(3) (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of 

state and upon the attorney general. The action takes 

precedence over other cases and matters in the district 

court. The court shall examine the proposed measure and the 

challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render a 

decision and certify to the secretary of state a statemen~ 

which the court determines will meet the requirements of 

13-27-312· 

(b) A statement certified by the court sha11 be placed 

on the petition for circulation and on the official ballot. 

(4) A copy of the petition in final forr. must be filed 

in the office of the secretary of state by the proponents. 

(5) Any party may appeal the order o"f the district 

court to the Montana supreme court by filing a notice of 

-It-
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1 appeal within 5 days of the date of the order Of the 

2 district court.• 

3 Section 3. Section 13-27-401 9 MCA, is amended to re~d: 

4 11 13-27-401 .. Voter information pamphlet. (1) The 

5 secretary of state shall prepare for printing a voter 

6 information pamphlet containing the following infor$ction 

7 for each ballot issue to be voted on at an election, as 

8 applicable: 

9 (a) ballot title. fiscal :;;tatgmgnt il_ap.pl.i£.al:U.e.L and 

10 co1nplete text of the issue; 

11 (b) the form in which the issue will appear on the 

12 ballot; 

13 (c) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the 

14 issue; and 

15 {d) rebuttal arguments. 

16 (2) The pamphlet shall also contain a notice advisinq 

11 tha recipient where additional copies of the pamphlet may be 

lB obtained. 

19 (3) Whenever mo~e than one ballot issue is to be voted 

20 on ~t a single election, the secreta~y of state may publish 

21 a single pamphlet for all of the ballot issu~~. n~e 

Z2 secretary uf state may arrange the information in the order 

2.3 lolhich seems most appropriate., but the information for all 

Z.tt issues in th9 r:;a~r.phl et shall be presented in the sa ;TiE 

25 order.• 
-End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 72 

INTRODUCED BY GALT, HAZELBAKER, TVEIT, 

KOLSTAD• S. BROWN, THOMAS, TOWE, HAfFERHAN 

A biLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING THAT A FISCAL 

NOTE AND STATEMENT ACCOMPANY CERTAIN HHfHftYE !!tiiQL.!~~~~f 

PETITIONS AND BALLOTS; PERMITTING COURT REVIEW OF ~He 

£ER!~l~ FISCAL ~lAfEMENf ST~!£ME~!~i AND PROVIDING FOR 

INCLUSION OF THE STATEMENT IN THE VOTER INFORMATION 

PAHPHlETi AMENOI~G SECTIONS 13-27-312• !3-27-312~ 13-27-316• 

ANa 13-27-401' !~Q_!l=£1-50!~ M(A.u 

BE IT ENACTED SY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-27-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

"13-27-31.2. Revi.aw of petition ily attorney general -­

preparation of statement ~~-f!~~l-~t~· (1) Upon receipt 

of a petition from the office of the 5ecretdry of state 

pursuant to 13-27-202• the attorney general shall examine 

the netition as to form ~!.:!Q.Lif._!.he_Q££Q2~ed_Q2!1ot i~ 

~as_~~-~ff~£!_Q~_!h~-r~~~~~~~~~~~~~Qi!~~~-Q£ __ !n~_flscat 

!iaQlll!~ ___ of ___ !Q~---~1~!g~-~hal! __ QrQ~~--fl~£~! __ ~!~ 

AD£2!Q2£~in~2n_g~!~~~!~Qf_~~b_~ffg£!L_!bg __ ~~2~!~£~ __ of 

~hif~--~~~!--~~Q~!~Q!l~l!y __ ~Q~Q~ __ wi!b __ !b~--~rovi~i2n~of 

2=:!=~~· !!!~_buQ~_Q.i!.!!CtQ!,,!__i_!:'!_£QQQ!!.~!.i.Q~_wi!!}_Q!~~9~£:t 

Q£_~g~~£i~~~ffg~!~Q-~_!he __ ~~!itlQ~_l!__f~~QQ!.:!~ig!~ __ fQ£ 
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QLgQ~!i~9--!~g_fisc2!_~Qte_~~~~ha!!_£g!urn_i!_~l!nifl_~-~~ 

~Q!~~~-!b~~!to~~-g~n~~l.! for_ggQQ_f~usg__sh~~-~~~U~ 

the __ !im~ __ f2£__£Q~~~lrrs__the_fis£~!~ot~ If the petition 

form is approved, the attorney general shall prepare and 

transmit to the secr~tary of state a concise statement not 

exceeding 100 words. This statement shall express a true and 

1mpart1al ex~ldngtion of the purpose of the proposed ballot 

issue in platn, easily understood language. The statement 

mdy not be an argument and may not be writt~n so dS to 

create prejudice for or against the measure. The statement 

prepared pursuant to this subsection. unless altered by a 

court under 13-27-316, is the petition title for the measure 

circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the 

measure 1S pl~ced on the ballot. 

121 At tne Sdme time the statement of purpos~ lS 

prepared, the attorney general shall prepare statements of 

the implication of a vote fo~ or against a ballot issue and 

~-fi~£~!_!!~!gm~D!_Qf_nQ_mQL~Dan_£i-~2£2~if_~_fi~cal_note 

~~~--QL~Q~LgQ __ fQL_!_Q~_Q!Q~Q~Q_balJQ!_l~~~· The statements 

of implication may be no more than 25 words each and shall 

be 10 simple, impart i a1 language clearly exptaining the 

meaning of d vote for and a vote a~ainst the .s.sue. The 

stntements of implicdtlon ~D~ __ fi~~l--~1~te~~rr! prepared 

pursuant to this section, unless altered by a court under 

13-27-316, are the statements to be used on the petition and 

-2- S B 7 2 

R E F E R E N C E B I L L 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

zz 
Z3 

2't 

Z5 

SB 0072/0Z 

the ballot if the ~asure is placed on the ballo~. The 

statements of iaplication shalt be placed beside the diagra• 

provided for ~~arking of the ballot in a ntanner 'SiiDilar to 

the following example: 

0 FOR extending the -r i yht to VQte to persons 18 years 

of age 

D AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 

years of age 

(3) If t.he petition is rejected as to for"'• the 

attorney general Shall forward his coaments. to the secretary 

of state within 10 days after recejpt of the petition by the 

attorney general. If the petition is approved as to for•• 

the attorney general 5hatl forward the statement of purpose~ 

snd t.he state-ents of i•pl icatiOnLJ1:00 "the fiscal st,atemerrt 

~eli~ to the secretary of state within 21 days after 

receipt of the petition by the attorney general.• 

SECTION 2. SEC!IDN 13-27-~~HCAr IS AMENDED TO ~EAO: 

•13-27-315. State~nts by a~torney general on issues 

ref~rred by legislature. i!l-YR2n receiat of~--S2~~ 

ballot for• under 13-27-310(2) for an issue Q!Dposed by ~he 

legislaturer the attorne} general shall ~der a fiscal ~ 

as provided in 13-27-31Zfll_if the issue has_an effect on 

the reven~, expendjtv£es, or the fiscal .liabi·ljty of the 

state. M__the sa!M! l:i!!! the exolanatory l_tatetpent is 

prepared ynder subsection fl)r the 2!19rner general ~~ 

-3- SB 71: 
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~pare a #i&cal stateMent of_ng_!2re tha~~ ~ords to be 

f21:l!arded to the sec.-etat:.X._Bf St.!!,g_Sf!_!he sa~~~e_ti 11e ~--1!!!! 

eKplanatory state~nt. 

~tlll At the ~a-. tiee the ottorney generalr pursuant 

to 13-27-313, infores the secretary of state of the approval 

or rejection of a ballot form for an issue proposeo by the 

legislature• the attorney general shall forvard to the 

secretarr of state a stateDent. not exceeding 100 words. 

expressing a true and iMpartial explanation of the purpose 

of the measure in plain• easily understood language. The 

stateaent may not be an argu~nt ·and say not be written to 

create a prejudice for or against ~he issue. The stateMent 

prepared under this section is known as the attorney 

yeneraJ•s explanatory statement. 

t~t!ll If statements of the implication of a vote for 

or against a bdllot issue have not been provided by the 

1egistature 9 the attorney general shall prepare the 

state~nts. Require.ants for state8ents of i•plication for 

ballot jS$Ues referred by the legislature are the same as 

those provided in 13-Z7-31Z for other ballot issues. 

State~~ents of I.Rtpl i·cation prepared by the attorney general 

aust be returned to the secretary of state no later than ~he 

time specified for approval of the ballot for•.• 

Section 3. Sectjon 13-27-316• H(A• is a~nded to read: 

•!3-27-316. Court review of attorney general 

-4- SB 12 
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statements. (lJ If the proponents of a ballot aeasure 

believe that the state~nt of purposeL o~ the state~nts of 

i~lication of a voteL-~r the fi~al state8!ftt for.ulated bJ 

th~ attorney general pursuant to 13-ll-312 do not satisfy 

the requtre~nts of 13-27-312• they •ay• within 10 days of 

receipt of the notice fro• the secretary of sta~e p~ovided 

fo~ in 13-27-202• file an action in the district court in 

and for the county of lewis and Clark challenging the 

adequa~y of the stateMent and requesting the court to alter 

the stateaent. 

(2) If the opponents of a ballot aeasure believe that 

t~ stateeent of pucpose~ e~ the stateDen~s of i~lication 

of a voteJ--2L the fisc~) statement for.ulated by the 

attorney general pursuant to ll-27-312 do not satisfy the 

requireMents of ll-27-312t they may, within 10 days of the 

date of certification to the yovernor that the completed 

petition has been offjcially filedt fil~ an action in the 

dist~ict court in and for the county of lewis and tlark 

chgllenging the adequacy of the statement and requesting the 

court to alter the state.ent. 

(3) (<>J Notice 

state and upon the 

shall be served upon the secretary of 

attorney general. The action takes 

precedence over other cases and matters in the dist~ict 

court. The court shall examine the proposed measure and the 

challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render a 
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decision and certify to the secretary of state a state.ent 

which the court dete~•ines will meet the require.ents of 

13-27-312. 

(b) A stateMent certified by the court shall be placed 

on the petition for circulation and on the official ballot. 

(4) A copy of the petition in final fora must be filed 

in the office of the secretary of state by the p~oponents. 

(5) Any pdrt1 •ay appeal the order of the district 

court to the Montana sup~e.e court by filing a no~ice of 

appeal within 5 day~ of the date of the orde~ of the 

dist~ict court•" 

Section 4• Section ll-21-~01• MtAt is aaended to read: 

"13-27-401. Voter information pamphlet. (1) The 

secretar't of state shall prepare fol' print·inq a voter 

informQtion pamphlet containing the following inforaation 

for each ballot issue to be voted on at an elect-ion. as 

applicable: 

(a) ballot titlep fiscal stateiEnt. if applicable, and 

complete text of the issue; 

(b) the for• in ~hich the issue will appear on the 

ballot; 

(C) arguments advocating approval and rejection of the 

issue; and 

(d) rebuttal arguments. 

(2) The paaphlet ~hall atso contain a notice advising 

-b- SB 1l 
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the recipient where additional copies of the paMphlet .ay be 

obtained. 

(3) Whenever •ore than one ballot issue is to be ~oted 

on at a sinqle election• the sec(etary of state .ay publi~h 

a single pa•phlet for all of the ballot issues. The 

secretary of state •ay arrange the information in the order 

which seeqs eost appropriate, but the information for all 

issues in the pa•phlet shaJI be presented in the sa.e 

order.• 

~JIOM 5. SECTION 13-Z7-52!%_MCAt IS AMENDED TO REAO: 

"13-27-SOl. Secretary of state to certify ballot for•• 

The secretary of state shall furnish to the official of each 

county responsible for preparatjon and ~rioting of the 

ballots, at the sa~ time as he certifies the naaes of the 

persons Who are candidates for offices to be filled at ~he 

16 election, a certified copr of the far• in which each ballo~ 

11 issue to be voted on by the people at that election i~ to 

18 appear on the bdJlot. Unless otherwise provided in the 

19 legislative acL or petition placing the is~ue on the ballot, 

20 the secretary of state shall Ji~t for each issue the number• 

21 the method of pl.gcement on the bdllot. the title., the 

22 attorney general•s eKplanatory statement. if applicable. lh! 

l3 fiscal stateGeQt• if applis~ and the stateaents of the 

Z"t iaaplication of a vote for or against the issue that are to 

25 be placed beside the dlagra• for markjng the ballot. The 
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secretary of state shall use for each ballot issue the title 

of the legislati'lte act. or legislative constitutional 

proposal or the title provided by the attorney general or 

district court. Following the nuMber of the bdllot issue• 

the secretary of state shall include one of the followinq 

state~nts· to identif, ~1 the issue has been placed on the 

ballot.: 

(1) dO act referred by the legislature; 

(2) an a.endment to the constitution proposed by the 

legislature• 

(3) an act of the 1egis1a~ure referred by referendua 

petition; or 

(~) a J~ or constitutional amendMent proposed by 

initiative peti~ion.• 

-End-

-8- SB 72 
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SENATE Bill NO. lZ 

INTRODUCED BY GAlT• HAZElBAKER• TVEIT, 

KOlSTAD• S. BROWft, THOMAS• lOWE, HAFFERMAN 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT REQUIRING THAT A fiSCAl 

NOTE AND STATEMENT ACCOMPANY CERTAIN fHf+HI'f+¥E BALLOT ISSUE 

PETITIONS AND BALLOTS; PERMITTING COURT REVIEW Of 'I'HE 

~ERTAIN FISCAL S'I'A'I'BMEN'f STAT~TS; AND PROVIDING FOR 

INCLUSION OF THE STATEMENT IN THE VOTER INFORMA TIDN 

PAMPHLET; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-312, !3-I]-31~~ 13-27-316, 

~NB 13-ZT-401, !~!1=?]-52!~ MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-27-312• MCA., is a•nded to read: 

•t)-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general --

preparation of statement an~ fiscal_~. (1) Upon receipt 

of d petition fro. the office of the secretary of state 

pursuant to 13-27-ZOZ9 the attorney general shall exa•ine 

the petition as to for• ~!!2.t..-.iL.!!!!Ll!.!2~~-ba11.ot i !.!.Y!. 

!!~-~!ffec!._Q~~!!!Y!!~JCpendi!Y!!!.!..!-2!._~ _ _fl.!£21 

lli.!!ili!.t __ 2f__!_~--.!tat!.t.-2~l order a _fis.cat note 

inC~!l!Qt.!!in~~!i"'a!e of such e!fector the ~~!K~__2.f. 

~fh must substantia!!x__ca.p!I__wit~ the provision~ 

5-4=.{05· !!!~_bu,99!!Ldir!!£!.QLW!!.£9.2~tl!m wi t!!__Y!!J.!)ency 

!!L!!9.!m~ i es af f e£!!!~-~-the__e!ll:lli!l!l!..-.i!_respS!!tl!~~_f.QL 
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p~~!!g__!~fisc~!_ng!!_~nd sha11 return it ~i!hin 6 days 

!!nl.!~~!!2£!!~9eneral' ·ror good cau'Se ~~~ends 

!,!!!L _li!!!!! _ __fgr__£2!!Q!!!!ing__!~- f i sc ~!!9-t.!..!. If the pet i t: i on 

form is approved• -the attorney general shal 1 p.-epa,-e and 

transmit to the secretary of state a concise stateaent not 

eKceedlng 100 words. ThiS stateaent shall e~press a true and 

iMpartial explanation of the purpose of the proposed ballot 

issue in plain• easily understood langua~e. The state•ent 

may not be an argument and aay not be written so as to 

create prejudice for or against the measure. The statement 

prepared pu~suant to this subsection., unless altered by a 

court under ll-l7-1lbt is the petition title for the .easure 

circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the 

measure is placed on the ballot. 

(2) At the sa•e ti•e the state.ant of purpose is 

prepared. the attorney general ·sh'all prepa,-e st.ate111ents of 

t.he implication of a vote for or against a ba11-ot issue and 

~--f~.L__!~~LQ!_!!2,_!!e!,!Lthan H iQ !!Ords if ~ fiscal 

~-~L-l!~~L!!!L.-!2L-!~t2J:!2Sed ballot __ i ssue. The 

statements of implication •ay be no •ore than M SO words 

each and shall be in si•ple. iWtPartial language clearly 

explaining the meaning of a vote for and a vote against the 

issue. The statements of i•plication ~g__!~~~ sta~e.ent 

prepared pursuant to this section, unless altered by a court 

under lJ-27-316., are the statements to be used on the 

-2- SB 72 
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petition and the ballot if the measure is placed on the 

ballot. The statements of iMplication shall be placed 

beside the diagraM provided for •arking of the ballot in a 

•anner siai1ar to the fo11owinq exa•ple: 

FOR extending the right to vote to persons 16 years 

of age 

AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18 

years of age 

(3) If the petition is rejected as to for .. , the 

attorney general ·shall forward his CoM-.ents to the secretary 

of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the 

attorney general. If the petition is approved as to for•• 

the attorney general Shall forward the stateeent of purpose~ 

eftd the stateMents of implication~~~!he fisc!!__!!E!~~ 

lf-!eelicabl! to the secretary of state within Zl days afte~ 

receipt of the petition by the attorney generat.• 

SE£!~~~~£!10~1-27=115, MCAt IS AMENOEO TO REAO: 

•13-27-315• Statements by attorney general on issues 

referred by legislature. (lJ Upon r~~iRt of a copy g!_~ 

~!!f!.L_f orm_Y.!!!!~!:_!J-Zl=l.!QilL for an i !.!..!!.t-l!!..Q~!!_Q~~ 

!!9~Y.!.e,._.!!!!!~1orney gener~t shalt· ·order a_fiscat -~ 

~~~~~--.i~~!l=,27-312J:!Li.L.:U!e is~~-an ef~~n 

~-~~~~pend!tu.res, or the !~Lli~_J_litr of the 

~.t~M_~__}~~-.! i JWe_~_gl!;lli!!S!..2.rX-!!2~ent__ll 

~~are~-~~~~ubs~£ti~~_l1l1_l~ __ att~rney__g~rg!__~ha11 
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I!~!!~~Lflscal stateraent. 2f OO....!!Q'!.e than £! ~Q words ~o be 

!Q[~~-!SLJ;!!~~!.:S!!..r_2L.!l!!~-2Lthe ~~ time~ the 

~l~!2£L~!~!!h 

~tl~ At the same ti•e the attorney general• pursuant 

to 13-27-313• inforMS the secretary of state of the approval 

or rejection of a ballot for• for an issue proposed by the 

legislature• the atto~ney general shall forward to the 

secretary of state a stateMent• not exceeding 100 words• 

expressing a true and i•partia1 explanation of the purpose 

of the measure in plain• eas·i ly understood language. The 

$tateMent may not be an argument and •ay not be written to 

create a prejudice for or aqainst. the issue• The stateDent 

prepared under this section iS known as the attorney 

generat•s e~planatory state•ent. 

trt111 If state~nts of the iMplication of a vote for 

or against a ballot issue ha¥e not been provided by the 

legis1ature• the a~torney genera! shall prep~e the 

state~nts. Require•ents for state~nts of iaplication for 

ballot issues referred by the legislature are the sa-. as 

those provided in 13-27-312 for o-ther ballot issues. 

Statements of implication prepared by the attorney general 

must be returned to the secretary of state no later than the 

time specified for approval of the ballot for••" 

Section 3. Section 13-27-316• MCA• i~ aMended to read: 

"13-27-.316. Court rev a eM of at:tor-ney general 

-4- SB 72 
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statements. ( 1) If the proponents of a ba 11 ot measure 

believe that the state~nt of purpose~ or the state•ents or 

i•plication of a voteL-~!-!b~l~~!_state .. nt formulated by 

the attorney general pursuant to 13-21-312 do not satisfy 

the requirements of 13-27-112• they •ay. within 10 day$ of 

receipt of the notice fro• the secretary of s~ate provided 

for jn 13-27-202, file an action in the district court in 

and for t~ county of LeNiS and Clark challenging the 

adequacy of the state.ent and requesting the court to alter 

the statement. 

(2) If the opponents of a bat·tot •easure believe that 

the stateMent of purpose~ e# the state.ants of i•plication 

of a vote, or the fiscal st~~ forMU1ate4 by the 

attorney general pursuant to 13-27-312 do not satlsfy the 

requirements of 13-27-312• they aay. within 10 days of ~he 

date of certification to the governor that the ca.pleted 

petition has been officially filed• file an action in the 

aistl"ict court in and for the county of Le..-is and tlark 

ch~l,enqing the adequacy of the s~atement and requesting the 

court to alter the stateMent. 

(3) (a) Notice shall be served upon the secretary of 

state and upon the attorney general. The action takes 

precedence over other cases and •a~ters in the district 

court. The court shall examine the proposed .ea$ure and the 

challenged statement and shall as soon as possible render a 
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decision and certify ~o the secretary of state a stateMent 

which the court deter•ines will Meet the require.ents of 

13-27-312· 

(b) A stateMent certified by the court shall be placed 

on the petition for circulation and on the official ballot. 

(4) A copy of the petition ln final for• aust be filed 

in the office of the secretary of state by the proponents. 

(5) Any party •ay appeal the order of the district 

court to the Montana supreMe court by 

appeal within 5 days of the date 

district court.• 

fitin9 a notice of 

of the order of the 

Section 4. Section 13-27-401• MCA• iS a~nded to read: 

"13-Z7-40l. Voter information 

secretary of st.ate shall prepare 

infor~tion pa~let containing the 

pa•ph1et. 

for printin9 

(I I The 

a voter 

follONing infor~tion 

for each ballot issue to be voted on at an election, as 

applicable: 

(a) ballot titleL-fl~~~~l§!~~_i~!icablet and 

complete text of the issue; 

(b) the forM in which the issue will appear on the 

ballot; 

(c) arguatents adt#ocating approval and rejection of the 

issue; and 

(d) rebuttal argu~ents. 

(2) The pamphlet shall also contain a notice advising 

-6- SB 12 
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the recipient where additionaJ copies of the pamphle~ aay be 

obtain~d. 

(3) Whenever more than one ballot issue is to be voted 

on at a Single election. the secretary of state •ay publiSh 

a single pa•phlet for all of the ballot issues. The 

secretary of state may arrange the infor•ation in the order 

which see•s QOSt appropriate. but the inforMation for all 

issues in the pa•ph1et shall be presented 1n the saae 

order.• 

lli.!l!!!!.2!____2~.U I 0!LU=:U:2fu_ MC A • __ll_ AHE!/OED TO R EAO: 

•13-27-501. Secretary of state to certify ballot for•• 

The se-cretary of state sh·all furnish to the official of each 

county responsible fo.r preparation and printinq of the 

ballots• .at the same ti•e as he certifies the na~nes of the 

persons ~ho are candidates for offices to be filled at the 

16 election. a certified copy of the for• in which each ballot 

17 issue to be voted on by the people at that eJection iS to 

18 appear on the ballot. Unless otherwise provided in the 

19 legislative act or petition placing the issue on the ballot• 

ZO the secretary of state shall 1ist for each issue the number. 

Zl the M&Ulod of place•ent on'·. the ballot. the title. t.he-

21•" atto1'"ney•gene,.•t•s-."'*explan&tory statement• if applicable. ~ 

23 fis~~-~~.tt!!!!!1.!.__iL.22£!!cabl~ and the state11ents of the 

l~ iMplication of a vote for or against the issue that are to 

25 be placed beside the diagra• for ma~king the ballot. The 
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secretary of state shall use for each ballot issue the tit.Je 

of the legislative act or legislative constitutional 

proposal or the title p~ovided by the attorney generdl or 

district court. Following the nuMber of the ballot issue. 

the secretary of state shall include one or the following 

state~nts to identify why the issue has been placed on the 

ballot: 

(1) an act referred by the legislature; 

(2) an a~nd~nt to the constitution proposed by the 

legislature; 

(3) an act of the legislature referred by refe~endum 

petition; or 

(4) a law or constitutional a•endment propo$ed by 

initiative petition.• 

-End-
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HOUSE STATE>,ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

AMENDMENTS-SENATE BILL 72 

1. Title, line 5. 
Following: "CERTAIN" 
Strike: "INITIATIVE" 
Insert: "BALLOT ISSUE" 

2. Title, line 6. 
Following: "OF" 
Strike: "THE" 
Insert: "CERTAIN" 

3. Title, line 7. 
Following: line 6 
Strike: "STATEMENT" 
Insert: "STATEMENTS" 

4. Title, line 8. 
Following: "13-27-312," 
Insert: "13-27-315," 

5. Title, line 9. 
Following: "13-27.;..316," 
Strike: "AND" 
Following: "13-27-401," 
Insert: "AND 13-27-501," 

6. Page 3. 
Following: line 14 
Insert: "Section 2. Section 13-27-315, MCA, is amended 

to read: 
"13-27-315. Statements by attorney general on issues 

referred by legislature. (1) Upon receipt of a copy 
of a ballot form under 13-27-310(2) for an issue proposed 
by the legislature, the attorney general shall order a 
fiscal note as provided in 13-27-312(1) if the issue has 
an effect on the revenues, expenditures, or the fiscal 
liability of the state. At the same time the explanatory 
statement is prepared under subsection (2), the attorney 
general shall prepare a fiscal statement of no more than 
25 words to be forwarded to the secretary of state at 
the same time as the explanatory statement. 

~lt (2) At the same time the attorney general, 
pursuant to 13-27-313, informs the secretary of state of , 
the approval or rejection of a ballot form for an issue 
proposed by the legislature, the attorney general shall 
forwa~d to the secretary of state a statement, not 
exceeding 100 words, expressing a true and impartial 
explanation of the purpose of the measure in plain, 
easily understood language. The statement may not be 
an argument and may not be written to create a prejudice 
for or against the issue. The statement prepared under 
this section is known as the attorney general's explan­
atory statement. 



HOUSE STATE ADMINISTRATION 

AMENDMENTS .. SENATE BI,LL 72 (cont~) 

~~t (3) If statements of the implication of a vote for 
or against a ballot issue have not been provided by the 
legislature, the attorney general shall prepare the 
statements. Requirements for statements of implication 
for ballot issues referred by the legislature are the same 
as those provided in 13-27 .. 312 for other ballot issues. 
Statements of implication prepared by the attorney 
general must be returned to the secretary of state no 
later than the time specified for approval of the ballot 
form." 

Renumber: subsequent sections 

7. Page 5. 
Following: line 25 
Insert: "Section 5. Section 13-27-501, MCA, is amended 

to read: 
"13-27-501. Secretary of state to certify ballot 

form. The secretary of state shall furnish to the official 
of each county responsible for preparation and printing 
of the ballots, at the same time as he certified the 
names of the persons who are candidates for offices to 
be filled at the election, a certified copy of the form 
in which each ballot issue to be voted on by the people 
at that election is to appear on the ballot. Unless 
otherwise provided in the legislative act or petition 
placing the issue on the ballot, the secretary of state 
shall list for each issue the number, the method of 
placement on the ballot, the title, the attorney general's 
explanatory statement, if applicable, the fiscal statement, 
if applicable, 1 and the statements of the implication of 
a vote for or against the issue that are to be placed 
beside the diagram for marking the ballot. The secretary 
of state shall use for each ballot issue the title of 
the legislative act or legislative constitutional proposal 
or the title provided by the attorney general or district 
court. Following the number of the ballot issue, the 
secretary of state shall include one of the following state­
ments to identify why the issue has been placed on the 
ballot: 

( 1) 
(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

an act referred by the legislature; 
an amendment to the constitution proposed by 
the legislature; 
an act of the legislature referred by referendum 
petition; or 
a law or constitutional amendment proposed by 
initiative petition." 


