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--~- BILL NQ. J.a_ __ (3) "·Jperator• means any person, f i rFh company • or 

2 I"'T'tJDUCE:D 3Y _.Jl)W------------------------- 2 corporation enga9ed in the operation of a private game 

3 3 animal shootin~ preserwe. 

4 A 3ILL FOR A~ ACT E~TlTLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE It Section 2. Private game ani mal shooting preserve 

5 ~E~ULATIJN OF PRIVATE GAME ANIMAL SHOOTING PRESERVES." 5 permit. (1) Privdte game animals may not be possessed for 

b 6 private game ani~al shooting preserve purposes unless a 

7 BE IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE JF MONTANA: 7 prospecttva operator first secures a valid private game 

B Section 1. Jefinitions. As used in (this act]• unless B animal shooting preserve permit from the department. 

9 the cont~xt requires otherwise, the following definitions 9 (2) A private game animal shooting preserve permit 

10 apply: 10 application must be tentatively approved if a prospective 

11 {l) "Private game animal• means those wild animals, 11 op~rator satisfies the department through his application 

12 exce~t ~uffaloo that have been lawfully reduced to private 12 that: 

13 possession, including but not li~ited to those listed in l3 (a) the op~ratiun would be conducted with lawfully 

14 tl7-2-131(4) and (5)o whether obtained within or imported lit possessej private game animals in a manner that would not 

15 1nto the stateo for ~untiny as game in a private game animal 15 adversely affect the public wildlife or domestic animals of 

16 ~hooting preserve. Private game a~imal does not i~clude 1& 1:he statz; and 

17 ~ildl ife hunted in a snooting preserve licensed under Title 17 (b) that no public wildlife would be mistakenly 

18 a1, chapter 4o part 5, or wildlife possessed under a game or lB harvestej as privat? game animals. 

19 fur far.11 permit issued pursuant to 87-4-401 and harvested hy 19 (3) A private game animal shooting preserve permit must 

20 th2 game or fur farm owner or manager or a member of his 20 ue issuzj to a prospective operator possessing a tentatively 

21 immediate family. n ap~rove1 application upon: 

22 {l) "Private game animal shooting preserve• :neans l.2 (a) compl•tion of fencing plans approved by the 

23 ~rivately own2d land used for the purpose of cont3ining 23 Jepartment pursuant to rul~s adopted under (section 14J when 

24 priv~tely o~ned anJ propagated game animals for private 24 fencins is maoe a condition of issuance of a permit as 

25 huntln;;. 25 ?rovided i~ [s~ction 5]; 
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(b) re~oval of public wildlife from the preserve when 

~ade a conaition of issuance of a permit 3S provided in 

[section 6j; ~,d 

(c) payment of a i50 annual fee. 

(4) A permit is valid only for the private game animals 

specified in the permit. If an operator desires to propagate 

private ga~ animals not included under his permit, he must 

obtain written authorization from the department. 

(5) A person who possesses a g.3me or fur farm permit 

issued pursuant to 87-4-401 or a shooting preserve permit 

issued pursuant to 87-4-501 must obtain a private game 

animal shooting preserve permit before harvesting private 

jame a0 i~als in the manner contemplated by [this act]. 

(6) A private game animal shooting preserve permit is 

valid from the date of issuance until the following occurs: 

(a) the operator cedses to conduct a private game 

ani•al shooting preserve on the premises for which the 

permit was issueo; or 

(b) the department revokes the permit for nonpayment of 

the annual permit fee or for violation of any of the other 

provisions ~ertaining to private game animal shooting 

preserves. 

Section 3. Application for permit. An application for a 

private game animal shooting preserve permit must contain 

the following information: 
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(1) the name of the applicant; 

(2) the proposed location of the private game animal 

shooting preserve; 

(3) a description of proposed fencing plans; 

(4) the species of private game animals to be possessed 

under the permit; 

(5) the source from which the private ga~ animals have 

oeen or will ba acquired; and 

(6) the method of transporting the private game animals 

to the private game animal shooting preserve. 

Section 4. Revocation of per~it -- disposition of 

prtvate game animals. (l) The department may revoke an 

oparator•s private game animal shooting preserve permit for 

vi~lation of the provisions pertaining to private game 

ani~al shooting preserves by following the contested case 

procedures of Title z. chapter 4, parts b and 7. 

(2) If a private game animal shooting preserve p~rmit 

is revoked, all private game a:limals possessed under the 

permit must be disposed of within~ eonths from the final 

determination in the revocation proceedings or ap;:>e<ll • if 

ta~en. ~11 private game animals remaining beyond the 

disposal period may be disposed of at the discretion of the 

dep·3r tment. 

Section s. Fencing. Fencing adequate to keep separate 

wildlife in public ownership and private gama animals must 
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be a c~ndition of issuance of a p~ivat~ game animal shooting 

p~~se~ve ?ermit if th~ depa~tment dete~mines that 

comminglin~ of public wildlife and p~ivat~ ~arne animals 

could occur ana would be contra~y to th~ p~otection. 

~res~rvation. and p~opagation of public wildlife unde~ the 

department•s cha~ge o~ domestic animals in the state. 

Section b. Removal of publicly owned wildlife. An 

operator shall remove publicly owned wildlife f~om within a 

p~oposcd private game animal shooting p~eserve as orde~ed by 

the department Jefo~e a private game animal shooting 

prese~ve permit is issued if the department dete~mines that 

~artial or total removal of public wildlife would be 

feasible and a necessary condition to issuance of a permit 

to ensu~~ that no public wildlife would be mistakenly 

harvested as p~ivate game animals. 

Section 7. Identification of private game animals. Any 

~rivate gam~ animal possessed by an operata~ unde~ a private 

Jame ani~al shootin~ p~eserve permit that could become 

commingled with and .not readily distinguished from publicly 

owned wildlif~ must be permanently identified with a 

no~reusabl~ tag furnished by the department in accordance 

with the fallowing: 

[l) No tag ~ay be sold to anyone other than an operata~ 

-h~ is in lawful possession of the private gaMe animal to be 

ta9ged. 
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[2) Application for a tag must be made within 10 days 

of acquisition of the p~ivate game animal or 90 days of 

birtn of private game animal progeny propagated by an 

operator. 

(3) A tag must be attached within b months of ~eceipt 

and remain attached until the private game animal is killed 

and prepared fa~ consumption. 

(4) No tag may be used to identify more than one 

~~ivata game animal. 

(5) No private game animal possessed unde~ a ~rivate 

jame animal shooting p~eserve permit may be killed, sold, o~ 

donated. nor may possession otherwise be transferred by an 

opa~ator until tagged in accordance with this section. 

{b) Each La~ must be sold by the department at cost. 

Section d. ~isease control. [1) ~o privata game animal 

may ;_,e i.llporte<l into the state for pri11ate game animal 

shootin~ p~eserve pu~poses unless: 

(a) it has passed a visual ins;:>ection for disease by a 

vetPr ina,.- ian accredited by the u.s. department of 

agri~ultur~ pursuant to parts 1~0 and 1blt cha?tar l, 

suodivision lt Title 9, code of federal regulations. as 

amended or recodified; 

(J) it is accom~anied by an official health certificate 

issued by an accredited lleterina~ian following inspection; 

{c) it is accompanied by a permit issued by the 
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depart~nt of livestock pursuant ta administrative rules of 

.''lantana (ARMJ 32.2.215. as amended or r~codifi~d; and 

(dl the provisions of ARM 32.3.201 throuJh 32.3.211• as 

a~nded or recodified, are observed. 

(21 An operator shaJl notify the depart~~ent and the 

depart~nt of livestock prior to transporting live private 

gaQe animals from his private gam2 animal shooting preserve 

to another location within or without the state. 

(31 An operator shall notify the department and the 

depart~nt of livestock of any outbreak of disease in his 

private 9ame animals. 

(4) The depart~nt and the depart~~ent of livestock are 

authorized to treat. quarantine. or destroy diseased private 

game animals or take other reasonable action ~ppropriate to 

the severity of the disease factors presenting a threat to 

wildlife or livestock under their respective control. 

S.ection 9. ~ecords inspection. (1) An operator must 

keep a written record which shall include: 

(a) the nuaoero specieso sexo and source of private 

·Jallle ani.nals purchased or under his control; 

(b) the nu;Rbero species. and sex of 

animals sold or otherwise disposed of and 

address of each purchaser or recipient; and 

private 

the na-

game 

and 

(cJ the date of each purchase, sale, or other transfer 

of possession of private game ani~3ls. 
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(2) An operator's records and private game 3nimal 

shooting preserve are open to periodic inspections by the 

department for the purpose of determining the accuracy of 

records, the ajequacy of identification of private game 

ani~also the adequacy or fencing, and compliance with the 

laws pertaining to private game animal shooting pres~rves. 

Th: inspection must be conducted during reason~bte hours but 

d~es not r~quire prior notice. 

S.ection 10. Invoice. (1) When an ~perator sells or 

transf~rs possession of any private gam~ animal possessed 

under a flr.ivate <,;a111e animal shooting preserve pen1il• he 

shall deliver to the purchaser, donee, transferee, or 

consiqnee or attach to a shipment destined to such p2r>on ~n 

invoice, signed oy the operator. stating: 

(a) his perait number; 

(bJ the date of transfer; 

(c) the species and sex of the private ~a~e animal; 

(d) the identification tag number; and 

(e) the name and address or the purchaser, donee, 

transferee. or consignee. 

(21 Possession of an invoice containing the information 

required in subsection (l) and executed by an operator is 

prima facie evidence that the holder thereof obtained the 

private game animal specified on the invoice without 

vi~lattn~ the provisions of Title 87. 
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1 Section 11. Unlawful captu~e. ~o pe~son may captu~e o~ 

2 tak~ any public •ildlife f~om the wild in this state fo~ use 

3 on a ?~ivate game animal shooting p~es~~ve. 

4 Section 12. Release of p~ivate game aniMals. No 

S opa~ato~ may ~zlease a p~ivate gam~ animal into the wild 

6 exce~t as authorized by the depa~tment. 

1 Section 13. Application of law within preserve. The 

8 p~ovisions of Title a7 apply to the harvesting of publicly 

9 ownecl wildlife within the confines of a private game animal 

10 shooting preserve. 
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SectiOil 14. Clepartment ~ulemaking fencing 

identification. The department may adopt rules pe~taining to 

th<= types of f"ncing approved to enclose private game animal 

shooting p~ese~ves and the fo~m of identification of private 

game .animals r~quired. 

Section 15. Codification instruction. This act is 

intendej t~ be codified as an integral pa~t of Title 87. and 

th~ prJvisions of Iitle 87 apply to this act. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO._ .=..6---'8""'1,___ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received .. .January __6_ __________ , 19 __ 8L __ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ___ Se!.!!'l:!_~-- Bill _ _l8 --pursuant to •Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

An act to provide for the regulation of private game animal shooting preserves. 

Assumptions 

There will be 8-10 private shooting preserves. Each private preserve will require 
3-4 working days for approximately 8 employees. 

Fiscal Impact 

Personal Services 
Rule Making Hearing ExpensL 
Capital Outlay 

Minus Permit Fee 

Comments 

FY 1982 

$3,192.32 
500.00 
100.00 

$3,732.92 
400.00 

$3,392.32 

FY 1983 

$3,875,84 

$3,875.84 
400.00 

$3,475.84 

Enactment of Senate Bill 18 will increase both the administrative and enforcement 
costs and time to properly administer the provisions of this bill. These costs cannot 
be accurately estimated but could be substantiated if enforcement problems created by 
this act were magnified by commercial interests in wildlife. 

;c~~~~·,zr-
Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: i /9[8/ 
I I 


