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_SENATE _ BItL Noe. _4

inTRoDUCED BY _ GALT

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TG ESTABLISH A WEED
RESEARCH  AND EDUCATION PROGRAM #WITHIN THE AGRICULTURAL
EXPERIMENT STATION AND THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE OF
HONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY; TO PROVIDE FOR A TAX LEVY OF 2
MILLS DN AGRICULTURAL AND TIMBER LAND FOR THE PURPOSE OF
FUNDING RESEARCH AND EDUCATION TG IMPROVE WEED CONTROL AND
MANAGEMENT; ESTAZBLISHING A WEED RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
ADVISDORY COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE

DATE ANO A TERMINATION DATE.™

WHEREASs weeds detrimental to agricultural production
are infesting both cropland and rangel and at an
ever-increasing rates and current methods of control are not
always reliables cost effectivey or environmentally
acceptabley and the fragmented approach to weed control is
not always effective; and

AHEREASy the loss of forage and crop production caused
by w=eds is uneconomical to producers and consumerse and th=2
people of Montana are generally unaware of the severity and
impact of weeds on the production of food and fibere

THEREFREe be it declared that the public policy of the

state of Montana is to enter into and expand weed research
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and education to seek nonchemical and other effective
methods of controlling and wmanaging weeds and to provide
educational programs to increase public awareness and

understandinge

BE IT ENACTED B8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAMA:

Section 1. Short titlee [Sections 1 through 9] may be
cited as the "Montana Weed Research and Education Act%.

Section 2« Definitionse As used in [sections 1 +through
9}s unless the context requires otherwisey the following
definitions apply:

{l) *“Committee™ means the Montana weed research and
education advisory committee provided for in {[section 10].

(2} "Director®™ means the director of the agricultural
experiment station of Montana state universitye
. {3) "Land®" means all 1land classified as agricultural
and timber land by the Montana department of revenues

(4} "Station” means the agricultural experiment station
of Montana state universitye

{5) "Weed®™ means a plant designated as such by the
directore.

Section 3e Administrationes {This act] shall be
administered by the agricultural experiment station of
Montana state university.

Section 4. Powers of the director of 2agricultural

-2~ INTRODUCED BILL
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experiment statione The director may:

{1} adopt rules necessary for the administration of
{sections 1 through 9];

(2) designate as weeds plants that have an adverse
economic impact on landowners of the state;

{3} provide for the conduct of adequates intensivey and
timely research and education into any areas of weed control
and management;

{%#) enter into agreements with recognized localy states
or national research or education agenciesy public or
privatey for the purposes of improving the methods and
techniques of controlling or managing weeds and increasing
public awareness and understanding of weeds and their
control;

(5} publish reportse financial accountsy and other
materials considerad appropriatej and

{6} <call for special advisory committee meetingse

Section 5. HWeed research and education advisory
committee -~ duties and responsibilitiess {l) The committee
shally as its primary functiony represent the Montana
agricultural community while assisting the director in
establishings momitorings and reviewing the annual and
long-term goals and objectives for the weed research and
education program as established by [sections 1 through 9].

{2) The committee:
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{2) shall provide advice and make recommendations to
the director on rulesy designation of plants as weedsy
ccoperative agreements and contractse and the overall
administration of [sections 1 througn 91;

(k) may hold public meetings or hearings in cooperation
with the director to determine local priorities on weed
research and educautlion;

(c) may prepare reports; and

{d) may perform other advisory tasks as requested by
the directore

Section 6« Cooperative agreemente With the advice and
recommendations of the committee, the agricultural
experiment station and cooperative extension service shall
enter into a cooperative agreemant establishing the
responsibilities and duties of each of them in carrying out
functions of [sections 1 through 9}« The agreement shall
establish a mechanism for funding the educational activities
of the cooperative extension service on a long-term and
biennium basis in compliance with {sections 1 throuch 9]«

Section Te Reportse The director shall make an annual
report to the committee by February @I showing all income *o
and expenditures from the weed research and education
account in comprehensive detaile The report amust be filed
with the goverpor and must be open to dinspection by the

pubtic during office hourse Duplicate originals of the

—4—
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annual reports of the preceding biennium must be transmitted
by the director to the president of the senate, the speaker
of +he house of representativess and to the chairmen of the
agricultural committees of the senate and house of
represantatives by February 1 of each odd-numbered year.

Section 3. Receipt aof «qiftse grantse or devisesas The
committee and the station may receive any gqifts grants or
devise for any vresearch or <2ducation conducted under
{sections 1 through 9] and may spend them in compliance with
[sections 1 through 9]} and the terms of the gifty grants or
deviseas

Section 9. HWeed research and education account --
sources -~ uses (1) The agricultural experiment station
shall maintain a restricted account known as the weed
research and education accounte The following must be
deposited in the account:

{2} the proceeds of all taxes collected under [section
i1}; and

(b} the proceeds of all giftsy grantsy and devises to
the committee or the station for research and education
under [section 8]

{2} The account must be maintained for the purposes cof
[this act] and must be separate from all other accounts of
tha station.

Section 10e. Weed ressarch and education advisory
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committee created -- qualifications and term of members. (1)
There is a weed research and education advisory committeee

(2} The committee consists of 11 memberss Seven members
shall be appointed by the governor and four members shall be
ex officic members as provided in subsection {4}.

{3) The governor shall appeoint one committee member
from each of the following districts:

{a}) District I consisting of Lincolns Flathead,
Sandersy Lakes Deer Llodges HMinerals Missoulas Powelle
Ravalliys and Granite Counties;

{b) District 1II consisting of Glaciers Tocles Libertys
Hilly Blaines Phillipss Ponderas Chouteauy and Teton
Counties;

(c} District 111 consisting of Valleyy Daniels,
Sheridany McConey Roosevelts Richlands Garfielde and Dawson
Counties;

{(d) District IV consisting of Lewis and Clarky Cascades
Judith Basinge Ferguse Petroleumes Broadwaters Meaghery
Wheatlands Golden Valleys and Musselshell Counties;

{e}) DLCistrict Vv consisting of 3eaverheadsy Silver Zowy
Jeffersons Madisons and Gallatin Counties;

{f) District VI consisting of Parke Sweet Grasss
Stillwaters YelTowsteones Treasurey Carbony and Big Horn
Counties;

(3) District VII consisting of Rosebudy Custers Powder

S8
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Rivers Prairiey Mibauxe Fallony and Carter Countiese

(4} The ex officic committee members Jre:

{a) the director of the department of agriculture;

{b) the director of the agricultural experiment
station;

(c} the director of cooperative extension service; and

{d) a representative of the weed districts in Ho;wtana.
The weed district representative shall be elected by a
majority of the appointed committee members and shall serve
at the pleasure of the committees

{5} Each of the appointed committee members msust be a
citlizen of the state and a resident landowner of the
district from which appointeds

(6) (a) The flrst appointments shall be wmade for the
following terms:

{i} two members shall be appointed for l-year terms;

{ii) two members shall be appointed for 2-year terms;
and

(iii) three members shall be appointed for 3-year termse

{b) Thereaftery all appointments shall be for 3-year
termse

{T) A member of the committee may not serve wmore than
two consecutive termse

(8} The committee shall elect a chairman annually from

among its memberse The committez shall meet at least once
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every 3 months and at such other times as called by the
chairmane by three members of the committees or by the
directors

(%) A committee member may be ramoved by the governor
for causee Removal proceedings shall be initiated by
verified written chargess. Within 10 days of the receipt of
the chargess the accused committee member mays in writings
request a public hearinge The hearing shall commence within
10 days following receipt by the governor of the request for
hearings The hearing must be conducted by the governor or
his designee. At the hearingy the member may be represented
by an attorney and may present witnesses in his behalfa

{10) A commitiee member who ceases to reside in the
state or in the district for which he was appointed or
ceases to own Tand is disqha]ified from memberships and his
office bacomes vacant. 1If the member refuses to recognize
his disqualifications the refusal is cause for removale

{11} A member or ex officic member of the committee not
receiving compensation and expenses from other state sources
is entitled to receive from the weed research and education
account compensation of 325 for each day he is engaged in
the transaction of the official business of the committees
together with expenses as provided for in 2-18-501 through
2-18-503»

Section lle MWeed research and education -— tax on

-g-
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ayricultural and timber Tand - refund - county
reimbursements (1) There is Tevied an annual property tax of
2 mills on the taxsble value of all agricultural and timber
Tand real property within the state for the support and
maintenance of weed research and education as provided in
[sections 1 through 9].

{z) Upon submission of a written request to the
director of the agricultural experiment station of Moniana
stat2 universitys = landowner may obtain a refund of the tax
he has paide The request must be made not less than 30 days
or more than 90 days following opayment of the tax. The
director shally upon receipt of such a timely refund
requasts  refund the tax paid by the landownere The director
shall keep a record of all refunds for at least 2 yearse

{3) As reimbursement for the administration of this
sectione <cach county is entitled toc receive the greater of:

{a} $250; or

{t} 5% of the total tax ccllected by ity including any
tax that be subsequently refunded under subszction (2).

Section 12e Severabilitye If a part of +this act is
invalids all valid parts that ars severable from the invalic
part remain in effects If a part of this act is invalid in
one or uwore of its applicationss the part ramains in effect
in all wvalia applications that are sevarable fros the

invalid apglicationse

LC 0113701

Section 13. Tarminatione This act terminates July 1,
1991. If this act is not renewed through legislative action
baycnd that datey any money remaining that has been
ccllected under this act shall revert to Montana state
university to be wused exclusively for weed research and
educatione

Section 14. Effective datee. This act is effective on
passage and approvale

-End~
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. TATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. .

FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15

In corapliance with a written request received January 7, e, 19 _81___, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for .. Senate Bill.4 __._ .. _——. pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).
Backgrourd information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Senate Bill 4 establishes a weed research and education program within the
Agricultural Experiment Station and the Cooperative Extension Service of Montana
State Universitv. It establishes a weed research and education advisory committee
and provides for a tax levy of 2 mills on agricultural and timber land for the
purpose of funding research.and education to improve weed control and management.
An immediate effective date is provided with a terminiation date of July 1, 1991.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. The property valuation of agricultural and timber ]ahd will grow
at a rate of 4-5% per year.

2. The 2 mill-levy equals $292,462 for 1980-81.
REVENUE AMD EXPENDITURL IMPACT:

| FY 82 FY 83
REVENUE - $307,000 | $320, 000
EXPENDITURES 307,000 320,000
NET EFFECT $ -0- $ -0-

TAsd W T,

L ERL Tl

BUDGET DIRECTOR

Otfice of Budget and Program Planning
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STATEMENT OF INTENT
SENATE BILL 4

Senate Agriculturey Livestock and Irrigation Committee

A statement of intent is required for S8 4 because it
delegates rulemaking authority to the birector of the
Agricultural Experimant Station in Section 4.

Such rules are intended to include: procedures for the
review of grant applications; criteria for awarding grantss
including prioritizing projects and deterwining which plants
will be designated &5 we2ds; procedures for agissewinating
information to the publice including determining what
renorts are required; methods for encouraging grant
zpplications from in-states and a process for developing a
needs assessment statement to determine the areas in which
research and education wWill be emphasizeds Recommendations
for rules shall be developed by +the citizens® comRittee
established in Section 5 of the bill and the Directer shall
adhere to those recommendations as closely as possible when
adopting ruless. Whenever required by other statute or rules
the Director shall conform to the rules of - Montana State
Universitye

First adopted by the Senate Agriculturey Livestock &

Irrigation Committee on the 21st day cof Jenuarys 1981.
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SB 0004702

Approved by Copmittee
on Agrigulture Livestock
& Irrigation

SENATE BILL KO. 4

INTRODUCED BY GALT

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A WEED
RESEARCH ANO EDUCATION PROGRAM WITHIN THE AGRICULTURAL
EXPERIMENT STATION AND THE COGPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE OF
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY; TQ PROVIDE FOR A TAX LEVY OF 2
SILLS ON AGRICULTURAL-~ANB-~-FEMBER-~EANE PRIVATE _LANC _NOT
pITSIN_ _aN__INCORPORATED CITY QR _TOWN FOR THE PURPOSE CF
FUNDING RESEARCH AND EDUCATICGN TO IMPRDVE WEED CONTROL ANC
MANAGEMENT; ESTABLISHING A WEED RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE

CATE AND A TERMINATIIN DATEW"™

WHEREASs weeds detrimental to agricultural production
are infesting both cropland and rangel and at an
ever—-increasing ratesy and current methods of control are not
always reliabley cost effectivey or environmentally
acceptables and the fragmented approach to weed contrel s
not always effective; and

WHEREASy the loss of forage and crop production caused
by weeds is uneccnomical to producers and consumerss and the
people of Montana are generally unaware of the severity ang
impact of weeds on the production of food and fibper.

THEREFOREy be it declared that the public pelicy of the
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state of Montana is to enter into and expand weed research
and education to seek nonchemical and other effective
methods of controlling and managing weeds and to provide
educational programs to increase public awareness and

understandings

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLAYURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le Short titlee [Sections 1 through 91 may be
cited as the "Montana Weed Research and Education Act".

Section 2« Definitionse As used in [sections 1 through
9]+ unless the context requires otherwisey the following
definitions apply:

{1} "“Committee" means the Montana weed research and
education advisory committee provided for in [section 10].

{2) "Director”™ means the director of the agricultural
experiment station of Montana state universitye

{3) "iLend"™ means all rend-cltassified--as--agqgricuttured
and-timber-tand-by-the-Montana-department-of-revenune PRIVATE
LAND WHICH IS NOT WITHIN AN_INCORPORATEC CITY CR_TOWNe

(4) "Station" means the agricultural experiment
station of Montana state universityes

{5) “heed" means a plant designated as such by the
director.

Section 3. Administratione [This act] shaltl be

administered by the agricultural axperimant station of

-5 S8 4
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Montana state universitys

Section 4. Fowers of the director of agricultural
experiment statione The directer may:

{1} adopt rules necessary for the administration of
[sections 1 through 91;

{2} designate as weeds plants that have an adverse
economic impact on landowners of the state;

{3) provide for the conduct of adequates intersives
and timely research and education into any areas of weed
control and management;

(4) enter into agreements with recognized Yocaly
states or national research or education agenciesy publtic or
privates for the purposes of improving the methods and
techniques of controlling or managing weeds and increasing
public awareness and understanding of weeds and their
control;

{5) publish reportsy financia!? accountss and other
materials considered appropriate; and

{6} call for special advisory committee meetings.

Section 5. MWeed research and education advisory
committee —— duties and responsibilitiess (1) The committee
shalles as its primary functions represent the Montana
agricultural community while assisting the director in
establishings monitorings and reviewing the annual and

long-term goals and objectives for the weed research and
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education program as established by {sections 1 throuah 9].

{2z} The committee:

{a) s5h3l! provide advice and make recommendations to
the director on rulesy designation of piants as weedss
cooperative agreements and contractse and the overall
administration of [sections 1 through 9];

{b) may hold public meetings or hearings in
cooperation with the director to determine local priorities
on weed research and education;

{c) may prepare reports; and

{d) may perform other advisory tasks as requested by
the directore

Section &« Cooperative agreements dith the advice and
recommendations of the comnittee, the agricultural
experiment station and cooperative extension service sh2l1
enter into a cooperative agreement establishing the
responsibilities and duties of each of them in carrying out
functions of {[sections 1 through 9]« The agreement shall
establish a mechanism for funding the educational activities
of the cocperative extension servica on a long-term and
biennium basis in compliance with [sections 1 tnrough 2].

Section Te Reportss The director shall make anrannual
report to the committee by February 1 showing all income to
and expenditures from the weed research and education

account in comprehensive detaile. The report must be filed

. SB 4



10
11
12
13
14
15
1%
17
18
15
20
21
22
23
24

25

SE 0004702

Wwith the governor and must be open to inspection by the
public during office hourss Duplicate originals of <the
annual reports of the preceding biennium must be transmitted
by the director to the president of the senatey the speaker
of the house of representativesy and to the chairmen of the
agriculeural comnittees of the sepate and »ouse of
representatives by February 1 of each odd-numbered year.

Section 8. Receipt of giftss grantse or devises. The
compnittee and the station may receive 3any gifty grants or
devise for any research or education conducted under
fsections 1 through 97 and may spend them in compliance wWith
[sections 1 through 2] and the terms of the gifty grants or
devises

Section 9. Head research and education account --
sgurces -—— usee {1} The agricultural experiwent station
shall maintain a restricted &account known as the weed
research and education accounte. The following must be
deposited in the account:

{a) thne proceeds of all taxes collected under {secticn
11}: and

{b) the proceeds of all giftss grantse 2nd devises to
the committee or the statiorn for research and education
under [section 8].

{2} The account must be maintained for the purposas of

fthis act} and must be separate from all other accounts of
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the statione

Section 10. wWeed research and education advisory
committee created -- gualifications and term of memberse {1)
There is a weed research and education adviscory committee.

{2) The committee consists of *t 12 memberse Seven
members shall be appointed ny the governor and feur ELl¥V:o
members shall be ex officico members as provided in
subsection {(4).

(3} The governor shall appecint one committee member
from each of the following districts:

(a)y Histrict I consisting of Lincolne Flatheads
Sandersy takesy Deer Lodges #Mineraly Missoulay Powells
Ravallis and Granite Counties;

(o) Pistrict 11 consisting of Glaciery Tooley Libertys
Hill, Blainey Phillipss Ponderas Chouteausy and Teton
Counties;

[c} District TIII consisting of Yalleys Danielsy
Sheridans Mclones Rooseveltsy Richlands Garfields and Dawsen
LCounties;

(d} District IV consisting of Lewis and Clarkse
Cascades Judith Basiny Ferguss Petroleums EBroadwatery
Meaghery Wheatlands Golden vValleyy and #usselsh=211 Counties;

(e} District ¥ consisting of beaverheads Silver EBowy
Jeffersone Madisonsy and Gallatin Counties;

(f) District VI consisting of Parke Sweet Grasse

—f~ sP 4
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Stillwaters Yellowstones Treasures Carbons and 8ig Horn
Counties;

{g) District VII consisting of Rosebuds Custers Powder
Rivers Prairies Wibauxs Fallons and Carter Countiese

{4) The ex officio committee membars are:

{a} the director of the department of agriculture;

(b} the director of the agricultural experiment
station;

(c) the director of IHE cooperative extension service;
and

L0 _THE DIRECTICR.QF IHE DEPARIMENY OF FISHs _dILOLIFEs
AND _PARKS: AND

td4{E)} a representative of the weed daistricts in
Montanas The weed district representative shall be elected
by & majority of the appointed committee members and shall
serve at the pleasure of the committee.

(5) Each of the appointed committee members must be a
citizen of the state and a resident landowner of the
district from which appointed.

{6} (a) The first appointments shall be made for the
following terms:

(i) two members shall be appointed for l-year terms;

(ii) two members shall be appointed for 2-year terms;
and

(iii) three members shall be appointed for 3-~year

-7~ SB 4
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termsSe

(b) Thereaftery all appointments shall be for 3-year
termse

(7T) A member of the committee may not serve more than
two consecutive termse.

{(8) The committee shall elect a chairman annually fronx
among its memberse. The committee shall meet at 1least once
every 3 months and at such other times as called by the
chairmans by three members of the committees or by the
directore

(9) A committee member may be removed by the governor
for c¢ausees Removal proceedings shall be initiated by
verified written chargese Within 10 days of the receipt of
the chargese the accused committee member maye in writinge
request a public hearinge The hearing shall commence ~ithin
10 days following receipt by the governor of the reguest for
hearinge The hearing must be conducted by the qovernor or
his designees At the hearings the member may be represented
by an attorney and may present witnesses in his beh3lf.

{1C) A committee member who ceases to resige in the
state or in the district feor ERQM wnich he was appointed or
ceases to own land is disqualified from memberships and his
office becomes vacante If the member refuses to recognize
his disqualifications the refusal is cause for removale.

(11) A member or ex officio member of the committee not

-8- S8 4
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receiving compensation and expenses from other state scurces
is entitled to receive from the weed research and education
account compensation of $25 for each day he is engaged in
the transaction of the official business of the committee,
together with expenses as provided for in 2-18-501 through
2=13-503.

Section 1Ile. wWeed research and education -- tax on
agricattorat——and--timber-tand-——-refond LAND - ELECTION IQ
NOI. SUPPORI RESEARCH AND. EDUCATION -- county reimbursement.
{l) There is levied an annual property tax of 2 mills on the
taxable value of all agricuiturat--and--timber-tand-reat
property PRIVATE LAND nHICH I3 _NOT . _WITHIN _AN. INCORPORATED
CIIY __QOR___JOWN within the state for the support and
maintenance of weed research and education as provided in
[sections 1 through %].

{+2}-~-dpon--submisston-—-of ——a-——-written--~request--to-—the
director-of-the-agricutturai-experiment-station--of--Montana
state-universityy-a-tendowner-may-obtatn-s-refund-of-the-tox
he--has-pards-Fhe-request-must-be-made-not-tess-than-36-days
or-more-than-96-days--folttowing-—-payment——-of--the-—taxys--Fhe
director-—-shatty-~upon--receipt-—of--sueh--a-~timety--refund
requesty-refund-the-tax-peid-by-the-tandowners—Fhe--director
shatt-keep-a-record-of-ati-refunds-for-at-lenst-2-yearss

123 __4__LANDOWNER ELECTING NOT_TO SUPPORT_AND MAINTALN
THE.WEED RESEARCH AND EDUCATION. PROGRAM _ESTASLISHED _UNRER
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LIHIS__ACT]._ . SHALL FILE A NOTICE OF ELECTIQN TO NOT SUPPORY
IHE. PROGRAM_HITH THE COUNTY TFREASURER OF THE CQUNIYX IN WHICH
THE_LAND IS5 LQCATED ON OR DEFORE AUGUST le FOR_THAT YEAR THE
2 MILL TAX_LEVY MaY NQI_BE_APPLIED TO IHE JAXABLE_.¥ALUE _OF
SUCH _PROPERIYa . _A__ SIMILAR _FLECTION MAY BE_MADE EACH YEAR
RURING THE CONTIHMUATION OF_ IHE PROGRAMa THE CQUNTY TREASURER
SHALL KEEP_ A _RECORD OF ALL _SUCH NOTICES _FOR _AT__LEAST .2
YEARSS

{3) As reimbursement for the administration of this
sections each county is entitlied to receive the greater ofs:

{a) $250; or

{b)} 5% of the total tax collected by ity—inmctoding-any
tax-that—be-subsequentiy-refunded-under-subsection-{2%.

Section 12« Severabilitye If a part of this act is
invalides all valid parts that are severable from the invalicd
part remain in effecte If a part of this act is invalid in
one or more of its applicationssy the part remains in effect
in all wvalid applications that are severable from the
invalid applicationse

Section 13« Terminationes This act terminates July 1,
1991« If this act is not renewed through legislative action
beyond that dates any money remaining that has been
collected under this act shall revert to Montana state
university to be wused exclusively for weed research and

educatione

“10- SE 4
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Section 14. Effective datee This act is effective on
passage and approvala.

-End-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT
SENATE BILL 4

Senate Agricultures Livestock and Irfrigation Committee

A statement of intent is required for SB 4 because it
delegates rulemaking authority to the Director of the
Agricultural Experiment Statiom in Section 4.

Such rules are intended to include: procedures for the
review of grant applications; criteria for awarding grantss
including prioritizing projects and determining which plants
will be designated 3s weeds; procedures for disseminating
information to the publice including determining what
reports are required; methods for encouraging grant
applications from in-state; and a process for developing 2
needs assessment statement to determine the areas in which
research and education will be emphasized. Recommendations
for rules shall be developed by the citizens® comsmittee
established in Section 5 of the bill and the Director shall
adhere to those recommendations as closely as possible when
adopting rules. Whenever required by other statute or rules
the Director shall conform to the rules of Montana State
Universitye.

First adopted by the Senate Agricultures Livestock and

irrigation Committee on the 21st day of Januarys 1981.
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SENATE BILL NG. 4

INTRODUCED BY GALT
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A WEED
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION PROGRAM WITHIN THE AGRICULTURAL
EXPERIMENT STATION AND THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE OF
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY; TO PROVIDE FOR A TAX LEVY OF 2

MILLS ON ASRICULFURAE——AND——FIMBER-—-LANE PRIVATE LAND NOT

WITHIN AN __INCORPORATED_ CITY OR__TOWN FOR THE PURPUSE OF

FUNDING RESEARCH AND EDUCATION TO IMPROVE WEED CONTROL AND
MANAGEMENTY; ESTABLISHING A WEED RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
ACYISORY COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE

DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE.®™

WHEREASy weeds detrimental to agricultural production
are infesting both cropland and rangeland at an
ever—increasing rates and current methods of control are not
always reliables cost effectives or environmentally
acceptables and the fragmented appreach to weed controlt is
not always effective; and

WHEREASs the loss of forage and crop production caused
by weeds is uneconomical to producers and consumerss and the
people of Montana are generally unaware of the severity and
impact of weeds on the production of food and fibere.

THEREFOREs be it declared that the public policy of the
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state of Montana is to enter into and expand weed research
and education to seek nonchemical and other: effective
methods of controlling and m®anaging weeds and to provide

educational . programs to increase public awareness and

understandings

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ‘THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le. Short titles [Sections 1 through 9] may be
cited as the "Montana Weed Research and Education Act".

Section 2. Definitionse. As used in [sections ! through
3]s unless the context requires otherwises the following
definitions apply:

(1) "Committee" means the Montana weed research and
education advisory committee provided for in [section 10].

{2} “lirector™ means the director of the agricultural
experiment station of Montana state universitye

{3) “Land” means all jend-classified--as--sgricuvitural
and-timber-tand-by-the—Montana-department-of-revenoe PREVATE

LAND_WHICH 1S NOT WIVHIN AN INCORPORATED CEITY OR _TOWAN.

{(4) ™"Station" means the agricultural experiment

station of Montana state university.

{5) ™"Weed™ means a plant designated as such by the

directore
Section 3. Administrations fThis act} shatl be

administered by the agricultural experiment  station of

—-2- SB &
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Montana state university.

Section 4. Powers of the director of agricultural
experiment statione The director mays:

(1} adopt rules necessary for the administration of
{sections 1 through 9];

{2} designate as weeds plants that have an adverse
economic impact on landowners of the state;

{3} provide for the conduct of adeguates intensives
and timely research and education into any areas of weed
control and management;

{#)} enter into agreements with recognized locals
states Or national research or education agencieses public or
privates for the purposes of improving the methods and
techniques of controlling or managing weeds and increasing
public awareness and understanding of weeds and their
control;

{5) publish reportss financial accountssy and other
materials considered appropriate; and

{6} call for special advisory commjittee meetings.

Section 5. Weed research and education advisory
commjttee — duties and responsibititiess (1) The committee
shaltle as its primary functions represent the Montana
agricultural community while assisting the director in
establishings monitoringes and reviewing the annual and

long-term goals and objectives for the weed research and

-3 SB 4
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education program as established by [sections 1 through 9]e

(2) The committee:

{a) shall provide advice and make recosmendations to
the director on ruless designation of piants as weedss
cooperative Jagreements and contractse and the overall
administration of [sections 1 through ?2];

{b} may hold public meetings or hearings in
cooperation with the director to determine local priorities
on weed research and education;

(c) may prepare reports; and

{d) may perform other advisory tasks as requested by
the directore.

Section 6« Cooperative agreement. With the advice and

recommendations of the committees the agricultura?

experiment station and cooperative extension service shall
enter into a cooperative agreement establishing the
responsibilities and duties of each of them in carrying out
functions of ({sections 1 through 9}« The agreement shall
establish a mechanism for funding the educational activities
of the cooperative extension service on a ltong-term and
biennium basis in compliance with [sections 1 through 9}«
Section Te Reportse The director shall make an annual
report to the committee by February 1 showing all income to
and expenditures from the weed research and education

account 1n comprehensive detailes Tite report must bde fileo

-ty SB &
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with the governor and must be open to inspection by the
public during office hours. Duplicate originals of the
annual reports of the preceding biennium must be transmitted

by the director to the president of the senates the speaker

of the house of representativess and to the chairmen of the

agricultural commi ttees of the senate and house of
representatives by fFebruary 1 of each odd-numbered year.

Section 8. Receipt of giftse grantse or devises. The
committee and the station may receive any gifts grants or
devise for any research or education conducted under
fsections 1 through %} and may spend them in compliance with
[sections I through 9] and the terms of the gifts grants or
devises

Section 9« Weed research and education account -——
sources — wuse. {1} The agricultural experiment station
shall maintain a restricted account Kknown as tive weed

research and education accounte The following must be

deposited in the account:

{2} the proceeds of all taxes collected under [ section
11} and

{b) the proceeds of all giftsy grantse and devisss to
the committee or the station for research and education
under [section 8le

{2} The account must be maintained for the purposes of

[this act] end must be separate from all other accounts of

-5- SR 4
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the statione

Section 0. Weed research and education advisory
cammittee created —~ qualifications and term of mewbers. (1)
There is a weed research and education advisory committee.

{2} The committee consists of 3} 12 memberse Seven
members shall be appointed by the governoer and fewr FIVE
members shall be ex officio members as provided in
subsection (4}e

{3} The governor shall appoint one committee member
from each of the following districts:

{a) District I consisting of Lincolny Flatheads
Sanderss Lakes Deer Lodges Mineraly Missoulas Powell,y
Ravallis and Granite Counties:

{b) District Il consisting of Glaciers Tooles Liberty,
Hill, Btaines Phitlipses Ponderas Chouteauy and Teton
Counties;

(c) District IIT - comsisting of valleys Dani el se
Sheridans McCones Roosevelts Richlands Garfields and Dawson
Counties;

(d) DBDistrict IV consisting of Lewis and Clarks
Cascades Judi th Basine Fergusy Petroleums Broadwaters
Meaghere Wheatland: Golden Valleys and Musselshell Counties;

(e} Vistrict V consisting of Beaverheads Silver Bows
Jeffersons Madisons and Gallatin Counties;

(F} District V¥l consisting of Parky Sweet Grasss

-6~ SB 4
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Stillwatery Yellowstones Treasures Carbons and Big Horn
Counties;

{9) District VII consisting of Rosebuds Custers Powder
Rivers Prairies Wibauxey Fallonsy and Carter Countiese

{4) The ex officio committee members are:

{a) the director of the department of agriculture;

{(b) the director of the agricultural experiment
station;

{c} the director of YHE cooperative extension service;
and

(D) THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENY OF_FISHy WILDLIFE,

AND_PARKS{ AND

tdy{E]l a representative of the weed districts in
Montanae The weed district representative shall be elected
by a majority of the appointed committee members and shail
serve at the pleasure of the committee.

{5) Each of the appecinted committee members must be a
citizen of the state and a resident landowner of the
district from which appointede

{6) (a) The first appointments shal)l be made for the
following terms:

(i) two members shall be appointed for l-year terms;

{ii) two members shall be appointed for 2-year terms;
and

{iii) three members shall be appointed Ffor 3-year

-7~ 5B 4
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termse.

{b) Thereaftery all appointments shall be for 3-year
termse

(7)) A wmember of the committee may not serve more than
two consecutive terms.

(8) The committee shall elect a chairman annually Ffrom
among its members. The committee shall meet at Jleast once
every 3 wmonths and at such other times as called by the
chairmaney by three members of the committees or by the
directore

(%) A committee wember may be removed by the governor
for cause. Removal proceedings shall be initiated by
verified written charges. Within 10 days of the receipt of
the chargesy the accused committee member mays in writinge
request 2 public hearinge The hearing shall commence within
L0 days following receipt by the governor of the request for
hearings The hearing must be conducted by the governor or
his designees At the hearings the member may be represented
by an attorney and may present witnesses in his behalf.

{10) A committee member who ceases to reside in the
state or in the district for FROM which he was appointed or
ceases to own land is disqualified from membershipe and his
office becomes vacante If the member refuses to recognize
his disqualifications the refusal is cause for removal.

(11) A member or ex officio member of the committee not

-8~ S8 &4
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receiving compensation and expenses from other state sources
is entitled to receive from the weed research and eaducation
account compensation of 325 for each day he is engaged in
the transaction of the official business of tine committees

together with expenses as provided for in 2-18-501 through

2-18-503.
Section lie. Weed research and education — tax on
agricuicural-—and--timber—isnd———refund LAND -~ ELECTION T0

NOT SUPPORT RESEARCH AND EDUCATION -- county reimbursements

{1) There is levied an annual property tax of 2 aills en the
taxable walue of all egricottural-—and--timber-dond-real

preperty PREIVAFE LAND_ EXCLUSIVE OF I1MPROVEMENTS THEREON

WHICH IS NOT WITHIN AN_INCORPORATED CITY OR_TOWN within the

state for the support and maintenance of weed research and
education as provided in {sections 1 through 9]}«
t2y--dpon-—submission——of —a—written--request-—to--the
director-of-the~agricul tural-experrment-station--of—Montana
State—untversityy-a-Fandowner-ms y-obtain-oa-refund-of-the—tax
he--has—paitds-Fhe-request-must-be-made-not-tess—than-36-days
or—more-than-99-days-—fotioning —payment—of—the-—taxs——Fhe
director——shaliy--upon--receipt——of--sach--a-—timety--refond
requestvy-refund-the-tax-patd-by-the-tandownerv-Fhe--director
shatt—keep~a-record-of-atl-refunds—for-at-teast-2-yearss

{2} A LANDOWNER ELECTING NOT TO SUPPORT AND MAINTAIN

THE_WEED RESEARCH_AND EDUCATION PROGRAM__ESTABLISHED UNDER
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ETHIS ACT] _SHALL _FILE A NOTICE OF ELECTION TO NOT SUPPORT

THE_PROGRAM WITH _THE COUNTY_TREASURER DF THE COUNTY IN WHICH

THE LAND IS5 LDCATED ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 1. FOR_THAT YEAR THE

2 MILL TAX LEVY MAY NOT _BE_APPLIED TO THE TAXABLE VALUE OF

SUCH__PROPERTY. A _SIMILAR ELECTEON MAY BE MADE EACH YEAR

DURING_THE CODNTINUATION _OF THE PROGRAMe THE COUNTY TREASURER

SHatlt KEEP A& RECORD OF ALL _SUCH NOTICES FOR _AT LEAST 2

YEARS.

{3y As reimbursement for the administration of this
sections each county is entitled to receive the greater of:

{a} $250; or

{b} 5% of the total tax collected by itr-tneluding-any
tox-that-be-sovbsequentiy-refunded-under—subsection—{2+}.

Section 12. Severabilitys If a part of this act is
invalids a1) valid parts that are severable from the invalid
part remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in
ona or more of its applicationss the part remains in effect
in all wvalid applications that are severable from the
invalid applicationse

Section l3. Terminations This act terminates July 1y
1991. If this act is not renewed through legislative action
beyond that dates any money remaining that has been
collected under this act shall revert to Montana state

university to be used exclusively for weed research and

educationes

-10~ S8 4
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Section l4.. Effective dates This act is effective on
passage and approvale

~-End~

-11- . SB %




HOUSE COMMITTEE on AGRICULTURE + on Feb. 16,

reports that Senate Bill 4 shall

ke amended in the 3rd reading copy as follows:

1. Title, line 8.
Following: "PREIVATE"

Insert: "PRIVATE"
2. Page 2, line 18.
Following: "PREVAPE"
Insert: ‘“private"

3. Page 9, line 8.
Following: "refuand"
Insert: "private"

4. Page 9, line 12.
Following: "PREIVAFE"
Insert: "private"

5. Page 10, line 8.

Following line 8§

Insert: "(3) Upon submission of a written regquest to the
director of the agricultural experiment station of Montana
state university, a landowner may obtain a refund of the
tax he has paid. The request must be made no less than

30 days or more than 90 days following payment of the

tax. The director shall, upon receipt of such a timely
refund request, refund the tax paid by the landowner.

The director shall keep a record of all refunds for at
least 2 years."

Renumber: subsequent subsection

BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED 2/16/81



