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47th legislature LC 0113/01 

SENATE BILL NO. 4 

2 INTRODUCED BY GALT -------· 
3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TG ESTABLISH A ~EED 

5 ~ESfARCH AND EDUCATION PROGRAM ~ITHIN THE AGRICULTURAL 

6 EXPERIMENT STATION AND THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE OF 

7 MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY; TO PROVIDE FOR A TAX LEVY OF 2 

3 MILLS 0N AGRICULTURAL AND TIMBER LAND FOR THE PURPOS~ OF 

" FUNDING RESEARCH A~O EDUCATION TO IMPROVE WEED CONTROL AND 

10 ~ANAGE~ENT; ESTABLISHING A WEED RESF-ARCH AND EDUCATIO~ 

11 ADVISORY COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

12 DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE.• 

13 

14 WHEREAS. weeds detrimental to agricultural production 

15 are infesting both cropland and rangeland at an 

16 ever-increasing rate, and current methods of control are not 

11 al~ays reliable, cost effective, or environmentally 

l8 acceptahleo and the fragmented approach to ~eed control Is 

19 not always effective; and 

zo WHEREAS, the loss of forage and crop production caused 

21 by w9eos is uneconomical to producers and consumerso and th~ 

22 people of Montana are generally unaware of the severity and 

23 impact of weeds on the production of food and fiber. 

24 THEREFORE, be it declared that the public policy of th€ 

25 state of Montana is to enter into and expand weed research 
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and education to seek noncheBical and other effective 

methods of controlling and managing weeds and to provide 

educational programs to increase public awareness and 

understanding. 

BE IT ENACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. [Sections 1 through 9] May be 

c i te•1 as the "Montana Weed Research and Education Act•. 

Section 2. Definitions. As used in (sections 1 through 

9] 0 unless the context requires otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) •committee• means the Montana weed research and 

education advisory co~mittee provided for in {section 10]• 

(2) ROir~ctor" means the director of the agricultural 

experiment station of Montana state university. 

(31 "land" means all land classified as agricultural 

and ti~ber land by the Montana department of revenue. 

(4) "StationR means the agricultural experiment station 

of Montana state university. 

(5) "Weed" means a plant designated as such by the 

director. 

Section 3. Administration. [This act] shall be 

administered by the agricultural experiment station of 

~ontana state university. 

Section 4. Powers of the director of a~ricultural 
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experi.ent station. The director may: 

(1) adopt rules necessary for the ad~inistration of 

{sections 1 through 9]; 

[2) designate as weeds plants that have an adverse 

economic Impact on landowners of the state; 

(3) provide for the conduct of adequate, intensive, and 

timely research and education into any areas of weed control 

and management; 

(4) enter into agreements with recognized local, state, 

or national research or education agencies, public or 

private, for the purposes of improving the methods and 

techniques of controlling or managing weeds and increasing 

public awareness and understanding of weeds anc their 

control; 

(5) publish reports, financial accounts, and other 

materials considered appropriate; and 

(6) call for special advisory committee meetings. 

Section 5. Heed research and education advisory 

committee-- duties and responsibilities. [1) The committee 

shall, as its primary function 9 represent the ''lantana 

agricultural comaunity while assisting the director in 

establishing, m~toring9 and reviewing the annual and 

long-term goals and objectives for the weed resParch and 

education program as established by [sections 1 through 9]. 

(2) The COIIIJJittee: 
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(a) shall provide advice and make recommendations to 

the director on rules, designation of 

~coperative agree~ents and contracts, 

administration of [sections 1 through 9]; 

plants as weeds, 

and the overall 

(b) may hold public meetings or hearin~s in cooperation 

with the director to determine local ~riorities on weed 

research and education; 

[c) may prepare reports; and 

(d) may perform other advisory tasks as requested by 

the director. 

Section 6• Cooperative agreement. 

recofimendations of the committee, 

With the advice and 

the agricultural 

experiment station and cooperative extension service shall 

enter into a cooperative agreement establishing the 

responsibilities and duties of each of the~ in carrying out 

functions of [sections 1 through 9)• The agreement shall 

establish a mechanism for funding the educational activities 

of the cooperative extension service on a long-term and 

bienniu~ basis in compliance with [sections l throuch 9]. 

Section 1. Reports. The director shall make an annual 

report to the committee by February 1 showinq all income +o 

and expenditures from the weed research and education 

account in comprehensive detail. The report must be filed 

with the governor and .ust be open to inspection by the 

public during offIce hours. Oufll i ce~te or! g i nal s of the 
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annual reports of the preceding biennium must be trans~itted 

by the dir~ctor to the president of the senate, the speaker 

of ~he house of representatives, and to the chairmen of the 

agricultural committees of the senate and house of 

representatives by February 1 of each odd-nuMbered year. 

Section a. Receipt of qifts, grants, or devises. The 

committee and the station may receive any gift, grant, or 

clevis<! for any research or education conducted under 

[sections 1 through 9] and may spend them in compliance with 

[sections 1 through 9] and the terms of the gift, grant, or 

devise. 

Section 9. Weed research and education account 

sources -- use. (1) The agricultural experiment station 

shall maintain a restricted account known as the weed 

research and education account. The following must be 

deposited in the account: 

(a) the proceeds of all taxes collected under [section 

11]; and 

(b) the proceeds of all gifts, grants, and devises to 

the committee or the station for research and educatio~ 

under [section 8]. 

(2) The account must be maintained for the purposes of 

(this act] and must be separate from all other accounts of 

tha station. 

Section 10. Weed research 3nd education advisory 
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committee created-- qualifications and term of members. (1) 

There is a weed research and education advisory committee. 

(2) The committee consists of 11 members. Seven members 

shall be appointed by the governor and four members shall be 

ex officio members as provided in subsection ('<}• 

(3) The governor shall appoint one committee member 

from each of the following districts: 

(a) District I consisting of Lincoln, Flathead, 

Sanders, Lakeo Deer Lodge, Mineral, Missoula, 

Ravalli, and Granite Counties; 

Powellt 

(b) District II consisting of Glacier, Toole, Liberty, 

Hill, Blaine, Phillips, Pondera, Chouteau, and Teton 

Counties: 

(c) District III consisting of Valley, Daniels, 

Sheridan, McCone, ~oosevelto Richland, Garfield, and Dawson 

Counties; 

(d) District IV consisting of Lewis and Clark, Cascadeo 

Judith Baslnt Fergus, Petroleum, Broadwater, Meagher, 

Wheatland, Golden Valley, and Musselshell Counties; 

(e) Oistrict v consisting of 3eaverhead 9 Silver eow, 

Jefferson, Madison, and Gallatin Counties; 

(f) District VI consisting of Park, Sweet Grasso 

Stillwater, Yellowstone, Treasure, Carbon, and Big Horn 

Counties; 

(g) District VII consisting of Rosebud, Custer, Powoer 
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Rivero Prairie, Wibaux, Fallon, and Carter Counties• 

(4} The ex officio committee members ~re: 

(a) 

(b) 

the director of the department of agriculture; 

the director of the agl"icultural ex;>eri ment 

station; 

(c) the director of cooperative extension service; and 

(d) a representative of the weed distrlct5 in Montana. 

The weed district: representat: i ve shall be elected by a 

majority of the appointed committee members and shall serve 

at the pleasure of the committee. 

(5} Each of the appointed committee ~embers must be a 

citizen of the state and a resident landowner of the 

district: from which appointed. 

(6) (a) The first: appointments shall be made for the 

following terms: 

and 

{i) two members shall be appointed for 1-year terms; 

{ii) two meabers shall be appointed for 2-year terms; 

(iii) three ~embers shall be appointed for 3-year terms. 

(b) Thereafter, all appointments shall be for 3-year 

terms. 

(7)" A member of the committee 11ay not serve more than 

two consecutive terms. 

(8} The committee shall elect a chairman annually from 

among its members. The coamittee shall aeet at least once 
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every 3 months and at such other tipes as called by the 

chairman, by three members of the committee, or by the 

director. 

(9) A 

for cause. 

committee member may be removed by the governor 

Removal proceedings shall be Initiated by 

verified written charges. Within 10 days of the rec~lpt of 

the chargeso the accused committee member may, in writing, 

request a public hearing. The hearing shall commence wJthin 

10 days following receipt by the govarnor of the request for 

hearing. The hearing ~st be conducted by the governor or 

his designee. At the hearing, the member may be represented 

by an attorney and may present witnesses in his behalf· 

(10) A committee member who ceases to reside in the 

state or in the district for whlc~ he was appointed or 

ceases to own land is disGualified from membership, and his 

office b~comes vacant. If the member refuses to recognize 

his disqualification, the refusal is cause for removal. 

(11) A member or ex officio member of the committee not 

receiving compensation and expenses from other state sources 

is entitled to retelve from the weed research and education 

account compensation of S25 for each day he is engaged in 

the transaction of the official business of the committee, 

together with expenses as provided for in 2-1e-501 through 

2-18-503• 

Section 11• Weed research and education tax on 
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d~ricultural and timber land -- refund -- county 

reimburse~ent. (11 There is levied an annual property tax of 

2 mills on the taxable value of all agricultural and timber 

lBnd real property within th~ state for the support and 

maintenance of weed research and education as provided in 

[sections 1 thr~ugh 9]. 

[21 Upon submission of a written request to th~ 

directJr of the agricultural experiment station of Montana 

state university, a landowner may obtain a refund of the tax 

he has ~aid. The request must be made not less than 30 days 

or more than 90 days following payment of the tax. The 

director shall, upon receipt of such a timely refund 

13 requ2st, refund the tax paid by the landowner. The director 

14 shall keep a record of all refunds for at least 2 years. 

15 (3) As reimbursement for the administration of this 

16 section, each county is entitled to receive the greater of: 

(a) $250; or 11 

18 (b) 5% of th€ total tax collected by it, includin9 any 

19 tax that be subsequently refunded under subsection (2)• 

2~ Section 12. Severability. If a part of this act is 

21 invalid, all valia parts that are severable from the invalic 

22 part remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

23 one or ~ore of its applications, the part ramains in effect 

24 in all valia ap~lications that are severable froa the 

25 invalid ap~lications. 
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Section 13. Ti'!nni nation. This act terminates July 1, 

1991. If this act is ncrt renewed through legislative action 

beycnd that date, any money remaining that has been 

collected un::ler this act shall revert to Montana state 

university to be used exclusively for weed research and 

education. 

Section 14. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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------------
. TATE OF MONTANA 

REQUEST NO.--------------

FISCAL NOTE 

Form J;[)-J_'i 

In cor:1p!iance with a written request received •. January 7 • -------, 19 _al__, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for •.. S~_nate . .B.Hl_4_ _______________ pursuant to •Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

B<Jckgr')ur.d information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budg(!t and Program Planning, to members 

of th-:: Legislature llpon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Senate Bill 4 establishes a weed research and education program within the 
Agricultural Experiment Station and the Cooperative Extension Service of Montana 
State University. It establishes a weed research and education advisory committee 
and provides for a tax levy of 2 mills on agricultural and timber land for the 
purpose of funding research.and education to improve weed control and management. 
An immediate effective date is provided with a terminiation date of July 1, 1991. 

ASSUMPTIDrlS: 

1. The property valuation of agricultural and timber land will grow 
at a rate of 4-5% per year. 

2. The 2 mill-levy equals $292,462 for 1980-81. 

REVENUE AND EXPENDITUnE IMPACT: 

FY 82 --

REVENUE $307.000 

EXPENDITURES 307,000 

NET EFFECT $ -0-

FY 83 

$320,000 

320,000 

$ -0-

r;) - ~ Jn _,;1 
~----------~ --
BUDGET DIRE:CTOR 

Office of BudgE:t t~nd Program Plnnning 

O<tte: . ____________ .:._ _____ ~- ____ .. 



47th Legislature 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE Bill 4 

Sll 4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Senate Agriculture, livestock and Irrigation Co~mittee 

5 A statement of intent is required for se 4 because it 

6 delegates rulemaking authority to the Director of the 

1 Agricultural Experiment Station in Section 4• 

B Such rules are intended to include: procedures for the 

9 review of grant applications; criteria for awarding grants, 

10 includino prioritizinG projects and determining which plants 

11 will be designated as weads; procedures for oisseminating 

1~ information to the public, including determining what 

13 reports are required; methods for encouraging grant 

14 applications from in-state; and a process for developing a 

15 needs assessment statement to determine the areas in which 

lo research and education will be emphasized. Recommendations 

17 for rules shall be developed by the citizens• committee 

18 established in Section 5 of the bill and the Director shall 

19 adhere to those recom~endations as closely as possible when 

20 adopting rules. Whenever required by other statute or rule 9 

21 the Director shall conform to the rules of ~ontana State 

22 University. 

23 First adopted by the Senate Agriculture, Livestock & 

24 Irrigation Committee on the 21st aay of January, 1981. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 4 

INTRODUCED BY GALT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A WEED 

RfSEAKCH AND EDUCATION PROGRAM WITHIN THE AGRICULTURAL 

~XPERIHENT STATION AND THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE OF 

HONTAhA STATE UNIVERSITY; TO PROVIDE FOR A TAX LEVY OF 2 

~ILLS ON ~6Rf~~tT~~~t--~HB--TtHBER--tASB f&l~Alf __ ~AbQ__tlQI 

hlltil~--Att-_In~BfOBAlfQ __ ~liY--OB _ _lQBb FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

FUNDING RESEARCH AND EDUCATION TO IMPROVE WEED CONTROL AND 

MANAGEMENT; ESTABLISHING A WEED RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE AND A TERHlNATI~N DATE•" 

WHEREAS, weeds detrimental to agricultural production 

are infesting both cropland anJ rangeland at an 

ever-increasing rate, and current methods of control are not 

always reliable, cost effective, or environmentally 

acceptable, and the fragmented approach to weed control is 

not always effective; and 

wHEREAS, the loss of forage and crop production caused 

by weeds is uneconomical to producers and consumers, and the 

people of ~ontana are generally unaware of the severity and 

impact of weeds on the production of food and finer. 

THEREFORE, be it declared that the public policy of the 

sa oo04/02 

1 state of ~ontana is to enter into and expand weed research 

2 and education to seek nonchemical and other effective 

3 methods of controlling and managing weeds and to provide 

4 educational programs to increase public awareness and 

5 understanding. 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATU~E OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

8 Section 1. Short title. [Sections 1 through 9] may be 

9 cited as the "Montana Weed Research and Education Act•. 

10 Section z. Definitions. As used in (sections 1 through 

11 9], unless the context requires otherwise, the following 

12 definitions apply: 

13 (1) •committee• means the Montana weed research and 

14 education advisory committee provided for in [section 10]• 

15 (2} "Director" means the director of the agricultural 

16 experiment station of Montana state university. 

11 (3) "land" means all +end-e+e~~+~ted--e~--eg~+eu+~~~e+ 

lB end-ttmbe~-+end-by-~he-~en~ene-de~e~~men~-of-~e¥enHe fRl~Aif 

19 ~~~-~~H-1S-~DI~ll~lu_A~-~oafQBAifD-kllY-D£_IQ~~· 

20 (4) "Station" means the agricultural experiment 

21 station of Montana state university. 

22 (5) •weed" means a plant designated as sucn by the 

23 director. 

24 Section 3. Administration. [This act] shall be 

25 administered by the agricultural experiment station of 

-2- SB 4 

SECOND READING 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SP. 0004/02 

Montana state university. 

Section 4. Fowers of the director of agricultural 

experiment station. The director may: 

(1) adopt rules necessary for the administration of 

[sections 1 through 9); 

{21 designate as weeds plants that have an adverse 

economic impact on landowners of the state; 

(31 provide for the conduct of adequate, inte~siveo 

and timely research and education Into any areas of weed 

control and management; 

(4) enter into agreements with recognized local, 

stateo or national research or education agencies, public or 

private, for the purposes of improving the methods and 

techniques of controlling or managinq weeds and increasing 

public awareness and understanding of weeds and their 

control; 

(5) publish reports, financial accounts, and other 

materials considered appropriate; and 

(61 call for special advisory committee meetings. 

Section 5. Weed research and education advisory 

committee-- duties and responsibilities. (1) The committee 

shall• as its primary function, represent the Montana 

agricultural comw.unity while assisting the director in 

establishing, monitoring, and reviewing the annual and 

long-term goals and objectives for the weed research and 
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education program as established by (sections 1 throu~h 9]. 

(2) The committee: 

(a) shall provide advice and make recommendations to 

the director on rules, designation 

cooperative agreements and contracts, 

of plants as weeds• 

and the over a 11 

administration of [sections 1 through 9]; 

(b) may hold public meetings or heari~gs in 

cooperation with the director to determine local priorities 

on weed research and education; 

(cl may prepare reports; and 

{d) may perfor~ other advisory tasks as requested by 

the director. 

Section b• Cooperative agresment. riith the advice '"d 

recommendations of the committee, the agricultural 

experiment station and cooperative extension servic~ sh,ll 

enter into a cooperative agreement establishing the 

responsibilities and duties of each of them in carrying out 

functions of [sections 1 through 9J• Tne agreement ~hall 

establish a mechanism for funding the educational activities 

of the cooperative extension service on a long-term and 

biennium basis incompliance with [sections 1 tnrough 0 ]• 

Section 1. Reports. The director shall make an annual 

report to the committee by February 1 showing all income to 

and expenditures from the weed research and education 

account in comprehensive detail. The report must be filed 
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with the governor and must be open to inspection by the 

public during office hours. Duplicate originals of the 

annual reports of the preceding biennium must be transmitted 

by the director to the president of the senate, the speaker 

of the house of representatives, and to the chairmen of the 

<>griculturol co;n,n i ttees of the senate and ~ouse l}t" 

representatives by February 1 of each odd-numbered year. 

Section a. Keceipt of gifts, ~rants, or devises. The 

committee and the station may receive any gift, grant, or 

devise for any research or education conducted und<.>r 

[sections 1 throush 9] and may spend them in cowpl iance with 

[sections 1 through 9] and the terms of t~e 1ift, grant, or 

devise. 

Section 9. Heed research and educ3tion account 

sources use. {l) The agricultural experiment station 

shall maintain a restricted account known as the weed 

research and education account. The following must be 

deposited in the account: 

(a) the proceeds of all taxes collected under [secticn 

ll J; and 

(b) the oroceeds of all gifts, qrants, and cevises to 

the comn•ittee or 

under [section 8]. 

t~e station for research and education 

(2) The account must be maintained for the purposes of 

[this act] and must be separate from all other accounts of 
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the station. 

Section 10. weed research and education advisory 

committee created -- qualifications and term of members. (l) 

There is a weed research and education advisory committee. 

(21 The committee consists of +t ~Z members. Seven 

;nembc·r~ sc,;,ll be <~ppointed :Jy the .,;overnor an,j ftH<f' El::i.>. 

me,r.oers shall be ex officio members as provided in 

subsection (4)• 

(3} The ~overnor shall ap~oint one committee member 

from each of the followin~ districts: 

(a) !Jistrict consisting of 

SandPrs, lake, Deer lodge, ~ineral, 

Ravalli, and Granite Counties; 

lincoln, Fl~thead, 

Missoula, Powell, 

(o) District II consisting of Glacier, Toole, Liberty, 

Hi 11, f!lainet Phillips, Pondera, Chouteau, and Teton 

Counties; 

(c) uistrict III consisting of Valley, Daniels, 

Sheridan, McCone, Roosevelt, Richl~nd, Garfield, and oawson 

Counties; 

(d) District IV consisting of Lewis and Clark, 

Cascclde, Judith ~asin, F~rgus, Petroleum, Broadwater, 

Meaqher, ~heatland, Golden Valley, and ~usselshe11 Counties; 

(e) District V consis~ing of beavPrhead• Si1ver Bow, 

Jefferson, Mddison, and Gallatin Counties; 

(f) District VI consisting af Park, Sweet Grass, 

-6- SP 4 
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Stillwater, Yellowstone, Treasure, Carbon, and Big Horn 

Counties; 

(g) District VII consisting of Rosebud, Custer, Powder 

River, Prairie, Wibaux, Fallon, and Carter Counties. 

(4) 

(a) 

(b) 

The ex officio committee members are: 

the director of the department of agriculture; 

the director of the agricultural experiment 

station; 

(c) the director of Itlf co~perative extension service; 

l!lnd 

~--Itlf_O~~IQE-Of_I~f_UffABI~f~I-OE_ElStl~-dl~OllEf~ 

~lLfARKS..LAliD 

tdtlfl a representative of the weed aistricts in 

Montana. The weed district representative shall be elected 

by a majority of the appointed committee members and shall 

serve at the pleasure of the coEmittee. 

(5) Each of the appointed co11omittee members must be a 

citizen of the state and a resident landowner of the 

district from which appointed. 

(6} (a) The first appointments shall be made for thg 

following terms: 

and 

(i) two members shall be appointed for 1-year terms; 

(ii) two members shall be appointed for 2-year terms; 

(iii) three members shall be appointee for 3-year 
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terms. 

(b) Thereafter, all appointments shall he for 3-year 

terms. 

(71 A member of the committee may not serve mare than 

two consecutive terms. 

(B) The col!llllittee shall elect a chainnn annually from 

among its members. The committee shall meet at l~ast once 

every 3 months and at such other times as called by the 

chairman. by three members of the committee, or by the 

director. 

(9) A committee member may be removed by the governor 

for C3use. Removal proceedings shall be initiated by 

verified written charges. within 10 days of the receipt of 

the charges, the accused committee member may, in ~riting, 

request a public hearing. The hearing shall commence Aithi~ 

10 days following receipt by the governor of the request for 

hearing. The hearing must be conducted by the governor or 

his designee. At the hearing, the member may be represented 

by an attorney and may present witness~s in his beh3lf. 

(10) A committee member who ceases to resiae in the 

state or in the district f'8r .E&lt! wnich he was appoir.ted or 

ceases to own land is disqualified from membershiP• and his 

office becomes vacant. If the member refuses to recognize 

his disqualification, the refusal is cause for removal. 

(11) A member or ex officio member of the cor.mittee not 
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receiving compensation and expenses from other state sources 

is entitled to receive from the weed research and education 

account compensation of S25 for each day he is engaged in 

the transaction of the official business of the committee, 

together with expenses as provided for in 2-18-501 through 

2-l3-503o 

Section 11. weed research and education tax on 

e~~te~lt~~el--end--t+mbe~-+end----~e~~nd LAHD-==-fLf~~~IQ 

~QI_5U£fDBI_Bf~R~tl_A~D-fDUCAllOH -- county reimbursement. 

(l) There is levied an annual property tax of 2 mills on the 

taxable value of all e~~teu+tu~e+--end--t+mee~-+end-ree+ 

p~eperty £~~Alf-LA~D-Ati~tl-~-HDI--~II~--AH--1tlLDB£U~AlfD 

'lrr ___ QB ___ ~H within the state for the support and 

maintenance of weed research and education as provided in 

[sections 1 through 9]. 

t~t--~pen--eHbm+se+en--e~--e--wr+tten--~e~~eet--te--the 

dt~eeter-e~-the-e~r+eu+t~re+-e~per+ment-stet+en--e~--Hentene 

etete-un+vers+tyy-e-+endewner-mey-ebte+n-e-~e~~nd-of-tne-te~ 

he--nes-pe+d·-~he-re~Heet-mHet-ee-mede-net-lese-tnen-3a-eeye 

er-more-tnan-9a-deys--fe++ew+ng--peyment--ef--tne--te~.--~he 

e+reeter--ehetty--epon--reee+pt--o~--euen--e--t+me+y--~e~~nd 

~equeety-~efund-the-te~-~e+d-by-tne-+endewnerw-~he--dtreeter 

ene++-keep-e-~eeerd-ef-e++-refends-fer-et-+eest-r-yenrew 

1Zl--A--LA~UO~~ER--fLf'Il~~~I-ID-~Y££QBI_A~U-~Al~IA~ 

Itl~-~ffD-Rf~~B,h-AHU_fU~AllOU __ f&Q~A~--f~IA~~tlfQ__UliQfB 
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Lltll~--A'Il--StlAlL _ _fl~f_A_~Dil,f_Qf_fLftiiQN_JO_~I-SUffOBl 

Jtif_££DGRAM~litl_ltlf-,OUNI~ASUB£R_Df_Itlf_~DU~IY-LH~~ 

Itlf-LAMU_lS_L~AlfD~-OR-affQBf-AUGUSI-la-EO&_ltlAI_YfAR-ItlE 

Z-~lLL-IA~-Lf~Y-MAY-ttOI-~f-AffLlf2-IO-I~f-IA!A~Lf--YALUf--Df 

SU~ __ £BQ£ERIYs ___ !_-SlMILAB __ fLE'IlO~!Y_~f~ADf_fACtl_YfAS 

DUR!HG_ltlf-,~IltlUAIIQ~E-ltlf_£R~AH._Itlf-'OUHIY_lBfA~UBfB 

SHALL-K£f£_A-BE~_UE_!LL __ SU~--HDI~fS __ fQB __ AJ __ Lf!SI--Z 

YEAR~~ 

(3) As reimbursement for the administration of this 

section. each county is entitled to receive the greater of: 

(a) $250; or 

(b) 5% of the total tax collected by ity-tne~Hd+ng-eny 

te~-thet-be-~~be@qe~ftt+y-~e~eftded-Hnde~-e~e~ee++eft-t~t• 

Section 12. Severability. If a part of this act is 

invalid, all valid parts that ar~ severable from the invalid 

part remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

one or more of its applications. the part remains in effect 

in all valid applications that are severable from the 

invalid applications. 

Section 13. Termination. This act terminates July 1• 

1991. If this act is not renewed through legislative action 

beyond that date. any money remaining that has been 

collected under this act shall revert to Montana state 

university to be used exclusively for weed rese~rch and 

education. 
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1 Section 14. Effective ddte. This act is effective on 

2 passage and app~oval. 

-End-
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47th legislature 

STATEMENT Of INTENT 

SENATE BILL 4 

SB 4 

2 

3 Senate Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation Committee 

4 

5 A statement of intent is required for SB 4 because it 

6 delegates rulemaking authority to the Oirector of the 

7 Agricultural EKperiMent Station in Section 4o 

B Such rules are intended to include: procedures for the 

9 review of grant applications; criteria for awdrding grants, 

10 including prioritizing projects and determining which plants 

11 will be designated as weeds; procedures for disseminating 

12 information to the public, including determining what 

13 reports are required; methods for encouraginq grant 

14 applications fro• in-.state; and a process for develop.ing a 

15 needs assessment statement to determine the areas in which 

lo research and education will be emphasized. Recommendations 

17 for rules shall be developed by the citizens• committee 

18 established in Section 5 of the bill and the Director shall 

19 adhere to those recommendations as closely as possible when 

20 adopting rules. Whenever required by other statute or rule, 

21 the Director shall conform to the rules of Montana State 

22 University. 

23 first adopted by the Senate Agriculture. livestock and 

24 Irrigation Committee on the 21st day of January, 1981. 
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SENATE BILL NOo 4 

INTRODUCED BY GALT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *AN ACT TO ESTABliSH A WEED 

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION PROGRAM WITHIN THE AGRICULTURAL 

EXPERIMENT STATION AND THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE OF 

MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY; TO PROVIDE FOR A TAX lEVY OF l 

MilLS ON 11116!HEtlel-ti!Uke--IIIIN6--4~8\--HtN6 PIHYit'f~ tANO NOT 

WirH!!L_~lNCORPORATED___fl.!!_illL_TOWN FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

FUNDING RESEARCH AND EDUCATION TO IMPROVE WEED CONTROL ANO 

MANAGEMENT; ESTABLISHING A WEED RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 

DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE.• 

WHEREAS, weeds detrilllental to agricultu.-al ·production 

an; infesting both c~opl and and rangeland at an 

ever-increasing rateo and cu~rent methods of control are not 

always ~el iableo cost effective, a~ environmentally 

acceptable, and the fragmented approach to weed control is 

not always effective; and 

WHEREAS, the loss of forage and crop production caused 

by weeds is uneconomical to producers and consumers, and the 

people of Montana are generally unaware of the severity and 

im~act of weeds on the production of food and fiber. 

THEREFORE, be it declared that the public policy of the 
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state of Montana is to enter into and expand weed ~esearch 

and education to seek nonche•ica~ and othe~ effective 

methods of controlling and IRanaging weeds and to provide 

educational , prog~a•s to inc~ease public awa~eness and 

understanding. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sho~t title. [Sections 1 through 9] may be 

cited as the "Montana ~eed Resea~ch and Education Act"• 

Section 2· Definitions. As used in [sections l through 

9)• unless the context ~equires otherwise, the following 

definit.ions apply: 

(l) "Co-ittee" rReans the /4()ntana weed research and 

education advisory co.mittee provided for in {section 10]. 

{Z) "Director~ means the director of the agricultural 

experiment station ~f Montana state university. 

(3) "land" means all ~~ftd-eJ~~~+~ted--e~--eg~teu+~re+ 

eftd-~+eeer-~aftd-by-*he-Moftt&fte-~epe~~~ft~-e~-~e•enae ~~Y~E 

LAND WHICH 1S NOT WITHIN AN INCORP()ItAHO_ (: ITY OR TOWN. 

(4) '"Station" aoeans the agricultura-l experi·~~ent 

station of Montana state university. 

(5) "Weed" means a plant designated as such by the 

director. 

Section J. Administration. [This act] shall be 

administered by the agricultural experiment station of 
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Montana state university. 

Section 4o Powers of the director of agricultural 

experiment station. The director aay: 

(l) adopt rules necessary for the administration of 

[sections 1 through 9]; 

(2) designate as ~eds plants that have an adverse 

economic i~act on landowners of the state; 

(3) provide for the conduct of adequate, intensive, 

and timely research and education into any areas of weed 

control and management; 

(4) enter into agreements with recognized I ocat, 

state, or national research or education agencies. public or 

private, for the purposes of improving the methods and 

techniques of controlling or aanaging weeds and increasing 

public awareness and understanding of weeds and their 

control; 

(5) publish reports• financial accounts. and other 

materials considered appropriate; and 

{b) call for special advisory co~ittee meetin~s. 

Section 5. ~eed research and education advisory 

co.aittee -- duties and responsibilities. (1) The coMmittee 

shall, as its primary function. represent the Montana 

agricultural com~nity while assisting the director in 

establishing. monitoring, and reviewing the annual and 

long-ter• goals and objectives for the weed research and 
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education pro~ram as established by [sections 1 throu~h Q]• 

(21 The committee: 

(a) shall provide advice and •ake recaa.endations to 

the director on ruJeso designation of plants as weeds• 

cooperative agreements and contracts, and the ov<>rall 

ad•inistration of [sections 1 throuqh 9]; 

(b) may hold public .aetings or hearinqs an 

cooperation with the director to deter•ine local priorities 

on weed research and educatio·n; 

(c) may prepare reports; and 

{d) may perforM other advisory tasks as requested by 

the director. 

Section 6• Cooperative agree~t. With the advice and 

reco•mendations of the coa•ittee, the agriculturdl 

experi ~~~ent station and cooperative extension service shall 

enter into a cooperative agree~t establishing the 

responsibilities and duties of each of them in carrying out 

functions of [sections 1 through 9]. The agreement shalf 

establish a -.chanisa for funding the educational activities 

of the cooperative extension service on a long-ter• and 

biennium basis in compliance with [sections 1 through 9J. 

Section 7o Reports. The director shall .ake an dnnUdl 

report to the co .. ittee by February l showing all income to 

and expenditures fro• the weed research and education 

account an co~rehensive detail• The report MUSt be filad 
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with the governor and must be open to inspection by the 

public during off ice hours. Oup 1 i cate originals of the 

annual reports of the preceding biennium must be transmitted 

by the director to the president of the senateo the speaker 

of the house of representatives. and to the chairmen of the 

agricultural co111111ittees of the senate and house :.>f 

representatives by February 1 of each odd-numbered year. 

Section a. Receipt of gifts, grants. or devises. The 

committee and the station may receive any gift, grant, or 

devise for any research or education conducted under 

[sections 1 through~] and may spend them in compliance with 

[sections 1 through 9] and the terMs of the gift, granto or 

devise. 

Section 9. Weed .-esearch and education account 

sources use. (1. The ag.-icultural experi.~&ent station 

shall maintain a restricted account known as tffe weed 

research and education account. The following IIIUSt be 

deposited in the account: 

(a) the p.-oceeds of all taxes collected under [section 

11); and 

(bl the proceeds of all gifts, grants, and devises to 

the committee or the station for research and education 

under [section BJ. 

(2) The account must be maintained for the purposes of 

[this act] and 1aust be separate from all other accounts of 
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the station. 

Section 10. Weed research and education advisory 

committee created-- qualifications and term of eeMbers. (1) 

There is a ~eed research and education advisory co.mittee. 

(21 The committee consists 

members shall be appointed by the 

members shall be ex officio 

subsection (4)• 

of +l !£ ~•bers. Seven 

governor and ~eH~ FIVE 

members as provided in 

(3} The governor shall appoint one co.mittee meeber 

from each of the following· dist.r icts: 

(a) District I consisting of Lincoln, Flathead 9 

Sanderso Lake, Deer Lodge, Mineral, Missoula, Powell,· 

Ravalliw and Granite Counties; 

(b) 

Hill t 

District II consisting of Glacier• Toole, Liberty, 

Blai neo Pni 11 ipsw Ponder a, Chouteau, and Teton 

Counties; 

(c) District III consisting of Valley, Oaniel s, 

Sher idane 

Counties; 

McCone, Roosevelt, Richland, Garfield, and Dawson 

(d) District IV consisting of Lewis and C 1 arko 

Cascade, Judith Basino Fergus, Petroleum, Broadwater, 

Meaghero Wheatland, Golden Valley, and Musselshell Counties; 

(e) ~istrict V consisting of Beaverhead, Silver Bow, 

Jefferson. Kadtson, and Gallatin Counties; 

(f) District Vl consisting of Park, s~eet Grass, 
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Stillwater• Yellowstone, Treasureo Carbon, and Big Horn 

tounties; 

(g) District VII consisting of Rosebudo Custero Powder 

Rivero Prairie, Wioauxo Fallon, and Carter Counties. 

(4) The ex officio co•mittee members are: 

(a) the director of the depart~nt of agriculture; 

(b) the director of the agricultural experiment 

station; 

(C) the director of!~ cooperative extension service; 

ertd 

(0) THE DIRECTOR OF THE OEPARTHENT OF FISHL-_WILDhiFEo 

.uw·~uND 

~tl!l a representative of the weed districts in 

Montana. The weed district representative shall be elected 

by a Majority of the appointed comaittee Me.Oers and shall 

serve at the pleasure of the com•ittee. 

C5) Each of the appointed committee members must be a 

citi~en of the state and a resident landowner of the 

district froa which appointed• 

(6) (a) The first appointments shall be •ade for the 

following terms: 

and 

fi J two •elllbers shall be appointed for 1-year ter•s; 

( ii) two 1Re111bers shall ·be appointed for 2-year terms; 

(iii·) three me•bers shal J be appni nted for J-year 
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terms • 

(b) Thereafter, all appointaents shall be for 3-year 

teriiiS• 

(7) A me111ber of the co.mittee may not serve more than 

two consecutive ter•s• 

(8) The colllmittee shall elect a chairman annually from 

aMOng its -.mbers. The co .. ittee shall •eet at least once 

every 3 .anths and at such other tiaes as called by the 

chairaan. by three me111bers of the committee. or by the 

director. 

(9) A co-.ittee •..Oer aay be removed by the ~overnor 

for cause. Re•oval proceedings shall be initiated by 

verified written charges. Within 10 days of the receipt of 

the charges, the accused committee member may. in writing, 

request a public hearing. The hearing shall comaence within 

10 days following receipt by the governor of the request for 

hearing. The hearing must be conducted by the governor or 

his designee. At the hearing, the .amber may be represented 

by an attorney and -y pre.sent. witnesses in his behat f. 

(10) A co .. ittee 111eeber who ceases to reside in the 

state or in the district ~or ~which he was appointed or 

ceases to own land is disqualifled fro• me.t>ershipo and his 

office beco-s vacant. If ·the -lllber· refuses to recognize 

his disqualification• tne refusal is cause for re•ovat. 

( 11) A 111e111ber or ex officio •mber of the COIIItlittee not 
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receiving compensation and expenses from other state sources 

is entitled to receive from the weed research and eoucation 

account c~pensation of 525 for each day he is engaged in 

the transaction of the official business of the committee, 

together with expenses as provided for in 2-18-501 through 

2-18-503. 

Section 11. weed research and education tax on 

~~e~l~u~~--dn6--~~M8~-len6----re*und LAN~=-ELECTION TO 

NOT _SUPPQ~LlliEARC!;!~.!L.SQUCATI ON -- county reimbursement. 

(1) There is levied an annual property tax of 2 mills on the 

taxable value of alI dgl"~e.rtuwel-en<l--t-i!Miet'-hlftd-t'eel 

pt'ef!et'ty PRIYitJ_5 LAND_ EXCLUSIVf_.Qf__!MPROVEHENTS_THfREON 

~HlC!:L_fS NOU ITHIN2!:L!NC.Q~~AT~ C IT!_OR TOW~ within the 

state for the support and maintenance of weed research an~ 

education as provided in [sections 1 through 9J. 

trt--~on--~~b~ssteH--ef--a--wl"t~ten--r~ue~t--te--t~ 

e+t'eetol"-6+-tne-egr+e~ture+-expe..+meftt-s~e~on--e+-Mentene 

stete-~+ye.-s~y~-e-laftd~e .. -mey-ebt&+n-e-.-e+une-e~-the-tex 

fte--ftes-pe+~-JI'Ie-..e~uest-eust-b~fte-no~-+ess-tften-~-ddys 

e..-me.-e-then-98-<leys--~e+lew+n~-peyment--e+--the--tex~--J~ 

f'it,.eete..--sh>!H-+.,.--f!en-- .. eee+pt--M--~eh--e--t+•e+y--t'e~une 

t'equest ... - .. efunf'l-the-tex-p&+d-by-tne-lenf'iowfter•-~he--e+reetet' 

sh~ll-k~ep-e-~ee~-ef-el+- .. e+~nes-~er-et-+eest-r-yeer~· 

1£1 A LANDOWNER ELECTING NOT TO SUPPORT AND MAINTAIN 

THE WEED RES~f~Q_!:Q~.!ION ~QGRAH __ E~TABllSHE;!_.\JNOER 
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L!!:!IS_ACTj_ SHALL FILE A NOTICE OF ELECTION TO NOT SUPPORT 

THE_PROGRAH WITJ:! THE_COUNTY TREAS!!.5!L.Qt_!!.!L_9lliNTY IN WHICH 

!~~~lS LOCATED ON Q~~-5~.\J~T 1• FOR THAT YEAR THE 

~lll TAX lEVY_ I"> A Y -~Q!._!!L_~PPLI I!L_!Q._.!J:!L. TAXA BlL!~!QL_!!f 

SUCH _ _fROP£~!h__2 ___ g~ILAR_llEC!!~~!:f_.!!£_!!~0E EACH_YEAR 

DURING THE CONTINUATION OF THE PROGRAM. THE COUNTY TREASURER 

SHALL KEEP A RECORD OF All SUCH NOTICES FOR AT LEAST 2 

YEARS. 

(3t As reimbursement for the administration of this 

section, each county is entitled to receive the greater of: 

(a) »250; or 

{b) 5~ of the total tax collected by ity-~nelu~~-any 

~ex-~het-be-s~~~~~nt+y-re~undef'i-ande~-~ubseet*on-trt• 

Section 12. Severability. If a part of this act is 

invalid• al1 valid parts that are severable from the invalid 

part remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

one or more of its applications, the part remains in effect 

in all valid applications that are severable from the 

inva1 id appl ic3tions. 

Section 13. Termination. This act terminates July 1, 

1991. lf this act is not renewed through legislative action 

beyond that date, any money remaining that has been 

collected under thts act shall revert to Montana state 

university to be used exclusively for weed research and 

education. 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE on AGRICULTURE , on Feb. 16, 

reports that Senate Bill 4 shall 

be amended in the 3rd reading copy as follows: 

1. Title, line 8. 
Following: "PR:EVAI%'E" 
Insert: "PRIVATE" 

2. Page 2, line 18. 
Following: "PR:EVAI%'E" 
Insert: "private" 

3. Page 9, line 8. 
Following: "re!~~4" 
Insert: "private" 

4. Page 9, line 12. 
Following: "PR:EVAI%'B" 
Insert: "private" 

5. Page 10, line 8. 
Following line 8 
Insert: 11 (3) Upon submission of a written request to the 
director of the agricultural experiment station of Montana 
state university, a landowner may obtain a refund of the 
tax he has paid. The request must be made no less than 
30 days or more than 90 days following payment of the 
tax. The director shall, upon receipt of such a timely 
refund request, refund the tax paid by the landowner. 
The director shall keep a record of all refunds for at 
least 2 years." 

Renumber: subsequent subsection 

BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED 2/16/81 


