
flOUS~ JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 65 

lNTHOOUCEO BY MARRING'!'ON, QUILICI, McBRIDE, AZZARA, D. BROWN, 
WALDRON, IABROCKI, BENGTSON, PISTORIA, MENAHAN, HAPrEY, MEALY, 

DOZIER, NILSON, .PAVLOVICH, KENNERLY, DAlLY, 0 1CONN!LL, J. JACOSSO», 
YARDLEY, ROBRINS, WILLIAMS, STIMATZ, HARPER, SHONTZ 

April 6, 1991 

April 9, 1981 

April 11, 1981 

April 13, 1981 

April 14, 19tH 

April 15, 1961 

April 17, 19tH 

. IN THE ffOUS! 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on nusinese an~ 
Industry. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed end place~ on 
members• desks. 

Second reading, ·do pass. 

On motion rules suspended 
and bill placed on third 
reading this day. 

Third reading, p•s~fz.d. 
Ayes, 84; Noes, 9. 
Transmitted to S~nat0. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on auatneea and 
Induatry. 

Committee recofM\end bill 
b& concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second r~ading, concurred' 
in. 

On motion rules suspended. 
Bill placed on calendar for 
third reading this day. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 49; Noes, o. 



April 20, 19tH 

IN TnE HOUSE 
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Returned from Senate. 
Concurred tn. Sent to 
enrolling .. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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rtEPR"SEiiTATI\IES •jf THE STATE CF I'ONTA•'~A REQUEST! 'JG !~r7 
APPR'JPRHTE INTER.I1-l. COMMITTEE !lf ASSIGNED TIJ CONuUCT/7 A;;// 

£;t_~,,£7Y(l 
INH:.Uil STUDY CF HCI< T::l ~ITIGATE ECO!\:Q,\HC DISTREsS~· TO A 

COH."'UNITY CAUSED ';y A DISlGCATIO.'~ Of THt' CiJM".llNITY•S PRI.'lAPY 

1:-.:0USTRYo 

~HER~AS, ~on+ana has recently suffered from the closure 

of ~ri~ary products pl~nts in the timter and metals 

industries, from drou'lhts Jffec t i ng agriculture and 

livestock production, and fro~ £as shortaqes and an economic 

slum~ ~ffecting tourism; and 

~HEREA5, such dislocations have ~ profound effect on 

all dspects of the communities involveo an~ on the state as 

~ .~~~1~ because ~ontana•s larqe area and small po'lul ati on 

create 3 situation in which many communities are virtu~lly 

de~e~dant on a single prim~ry i~dustry; and 

.. HEHEAS, t:.;,e industries upon which Hontc:na•s 

communities deuend, includin~ aariculture, forest products, 

8in~ra1s, ~nd tourism, ar~ in some deGree affected ay the 

c~rra~t slump in the national economy, there is nc im~edi3te 

prus~ect for ~ dramatic econo~ic recavary, ~no until such a 
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1 recov~ry occurs, 311 facets of Montana's economy are 

2 vuln'!rable; and 

3 <;HEHEAS, the ill'pact of such distress on d comwunity•s 

4 ~rim~ry economic base affects the workers who have lost 

5 tlleir source of livelihood; all businesses in the community 

6 that suff~r or are forced to close; the resultant loss of 

1 tax base from industry closure, worker departure• and 

5 ~usiness shutdown; school districts and local qovernment 

9 revenues; and bond obl iqations; and 

10 WHEREAS, local economic distress causes a statewide 

11 imoact because of increased needs for social services ::;nd 

12 unemployment compensation• loss of wage and business income 

13 from income tax collections, and the evgntual loss of 

14 ~ontana citizens to other stat2s in order to seek 

15 employment; and 

16 WHEREAS, the policy of this state should not be to 

11 simply react to such economic disasters after they occur out 

18 to recognize and plan for the very real pos~ibil ity that 

19 exists in every Mon~3na communi~y for such an event, since 

20 there is little hope for laryz-scale effective assistance 

21 from t~e federal government; and 

22 ~HEREAS, a carefully formulatad policy designed to 

21 provide quick and effective reli~f to communities sufferinq 

l4 impairment of a pri~ary industrial resource is a r~quirement 

25 of the future• and such a pol icy should be comprised of 
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1 quick, effective measures to avoid costly after-the-fact 

2 oroora,ns and measures and shoul ::l pro>note a heal thy ':Jus i ness 

climate in the state while protecting the needs of workers, 

4 small businesses, agricultural produc~rs, anc ~overn~ent 

5 entities. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

~OW, THEREFORE, aE IT RESOLV~D BY TH~ SE~AT~ A~D TH~ HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(ll That an appropriate interim co~mittea be &ssianed 

to study nethods of avoidin<; economic distress t~ 

communities caused by dislocation of a ~rimary industry, 

1~ specifically addressing: 

13 (a) what identifiable incentives 0r disincentives that 

14 are amenable to legislative action affect such industries in 

15 the state; 

16 (b) metho~s for timely identification of trends th2t 

17 may cause future dislocations in tha various sectors of 

18 Mant~na•s economy; 

1S {c) soecific actions that ~ay b2 t2kan by st2te 

20 govern~ent• throuah th2 use or m~dification of existinq 

'-2L • proo-rams, to les~"" t.ardsnip·s on wcrksrso small businesses, 

22 egricultural producers, and government ~ntities; ana 

23 (a) alternatives, inclucinq novel aporoaches, that may 

24 ~rovide long-ter~ help fer the various sectors of the 

25 economy by explorino the long-term fina~cial needs of 

-3-
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1 primary industries, new markets for existinq pro~uc~s, 

2 alternative products for existinq irldustriAs' 2nc~ sinil~r 

iaeas. 3 

4 (~J That the co~mittee suDmit ~o the 41th Lr~isl3tur~ 

5 3 raport of i~s findings, together with its reco~ffien~~tiorlS 

6 for le;islation, if any, necessary to implement suer. 

7 findings. 

-End-

-4-



47th legislature LC 1537/01 

1 

2 

f.#~ 
'I) r/ 4 

'IY_.,vJ t.IJ''"s 
;H//It'>tff 
f~6 

7 

8 

9 

lC 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

lb 

17 

lJ 

19 

20 

21 

2Z 

23 

24 

2~ 

~(\j£ 
~z~tl.' 

~\.~ (.b' -"-- ---·u- n~--· ~~. 
SENATE ~i\10 H , 0 ~ 

REPR~SENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF VONTANA REQUESTI~G Z~~ 
APPR'JPRIATE INTERIM COMMITTEE 8E ASSIGNED TO CONDU~ A-,::--7/ 

/ -L47Yl' 
ItHE,Uil STUDY OF HOw TO I'.ITIGATE ECONOMIC DISTRE TO A 

COMMUNITY CAUSED BY A DISlOCATIO~ OF THE COMMUNITY'S PRIMARY 

INDUSTRY. 

wHER~AS, ~ontana has recently suffered fro~ the closure 

of ~rimary products plants in the timber and metals 

industries, from drouqhts affecting agriculture and 

livestock production, and from gas shortages and an economic 

5lum? affecting tourism; and 

WHEREAS, such dislocations have a profound effect on 

all aspects of the communities involv~d an~ on the state as 

a ~hole because Xontana's large area and small population 

create a situation in which many communities are virtually 

dependent on a single primary industry; and 

I.HEREAS, the industries upon which Monte:na•s 

communities deoend, including agriculture, forest products, 

minerals, and tourism, are in some deqree affected by the 

c~rrent slum? in the national economy, there is no immedi3te 

pruspect for a dramatic econonic recovery, and until such a 
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recov~ry occurs, all facets of Montana's economy are 

vul n·~rable; and 

WHEREAS, tne i~pact of such distress on a community's 

primery economic base affects the workers who have lost 

their source of livelihood; all businesses in the community 

that suffer or are forced to close; the resultant loss of 

tax base from industry closure, worker departure• and 

business shutdown; school districts and local government 

revenues; and bond obligations; and 

WHEREAS, local economic distress causes a statewide 

impact because of increased needs for social services and 

unemployment compensation, loss of wage and business income 

from income tax collections. and the eventual loss of 

Montana citizens to other states in order to seek 

employment; and 

WHEREAS, the policy or this state should not be to 

si~ply react to such economic disasters after they occur but 

to recognize and plan for the very real possibility that 

exists in every Montana community for such an event, since 

there is little hope for large-scale effective assistance 

from the federal qovernment; and 

WHEREAS, a carefully formulated policy designed to 

provide quick and effective relief to communities suffering 

impairment of a primary industrial resource is a requirement 

of the future, and such a policy should be comprised of 
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quick, effective measures to avoid costly after-the-fact 

programs and measures and should p~omote a healthy business 

climate in the state while p~otecting the needs of wo~ke~s. 

small businesses, agricultu~al producers, and government 

entities. 

HOWo THEREFOREy BE IT RESOLVSO SY THE SE~ATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE UF MONTANA: 

to 

(1) That an app~op~late interim committee be assigned 

study methods of avoiding economic distress to 

11 communities caused by dislocation of a ?rimary industry• 

12 specifically addressing: 

13 (a) what identifiable incentives or disincentives that 

14 are 3menable to legislative action affect such industries in 

15 the state; 

16 (b) methods for timely identification of trends that 

17 may cause future dislocations in the various sectors of 

18 Montana's economy; 

19 (c) specific actions that may be taken by state 

20 governmentr t~rough the use or modification of existing 

21 proaramso to lessan hardships on work~rs, small businesses, 

22 agricultural producers, and governmBnt entities; and 

23 (J) alternatives, including novel approachas, that may 

24 provide long-term help for the various sectors of the 

25 economy by exploring the long-term financial needs of 

-3-
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1 primary industries. new markets for existing produc~s, 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

alternative products for existing inaust~ies, end si~il3~ 

ideas. 

(2) That the committee submit to the 43th legislature 

a report of its findings, together with its recommendations 

for legislation, if any, necessary to implement such 

1 findings. 

-End-
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 

APPROPRIATE INTERIM COMMITTEE BE 

INTERIM STUDY OF HOW TO MITIGATE ECONOMIC 

COMMUNITY CAUSED BY A DISLOCATION OF THE COMMUNITY'S PRIMARY 

INDUSTRY. 

WHEREAS, Montana has recently suffered from the closure 

of primary products plants in the timber and metals 

industries, from drouqhts affecting agriculture and 

livestock production, and from gas shortages and an economic 

slum~ affecting tourism; and 

WHEREAS, such dislocations have a profound effect on 

all aspects of the communities involved and on the state as 

"··.thole because i'!ontana•s large area and small po?ul at ion 

create a situation in which many communities are virtually 

dependent on a single primary industry; and 

\oiHEREAS, the industries upon which Montana•s 

communities depend, including agriculture, forest products, 

minerals, and tourism, are in some deqree affected by the 

current slump in the national economy, there is no immediate 

prospect for a dramatic economic recovery, and until such a 
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recovery occurs, all facets of Montana's economy are 

vulnerable; and 

WHEREAS, the impact of such distress on a community 1 s 

primary economic base af·fects the workers who have lost 

their source of livelihood; all businesses in the community 

that suffer or are forced to close; the resultant loss of 

tax base from industry closure, worker departure, and 

business shutdown; school districts and local government 

revenues; and bond obligations; and 

WHEREAS, local economic distress causes a statewide 

impact because of increased needs for social services and 

unemployment compensation• loss of wage and business income 

from income tax collections, and the eventual loss of 

Montana citizens to other states in order to seek 

employment; and 

WHEREAS, the policy of this state should not be to 

simply react to such economic disasters after they occur but 

to recognize and plan for the very real possibility that 

exists in every Montana community for such an event, since 

there is little hope for large-scale effective assistance 

from the federal government; and 

WHEREAS, a carefully formulated policy designed to 

provide quick and effective relief to communities suffering 

impairment of a primary industrial resource is a requirement 

of the future, and such a policy should be comprised of 

-2-
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quick, effective measures to avoid costly after-the-fact 

programs and measures and should promote a healthy business 

climate in the state while protecting the needs of workers, 

small businesses, agricultural producers, and government 

entitles. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That an appropriate Interim co~mittee be assigned 

to study methods of avoiding economic distress to 

communities caused by dislocation of a ?rimary industry, 

specifically addressing: 

(a) what Identifiable Incentives or disincentives that 

14 are amenable to legislative action affect such industries in 

15 the state; 

16 (b) methods for timely Identification of trends that 

17 may cause future dislocations in the various sectors of 

16 Montana's economy; 

19 (c) specific actions that may be taken by state 

zo government• through the use or modification of existing 

21 programs, to lessen hardships on work~rs, small businesses, 

22 agricultural producers, and government entities; and 

23 (d) alternatives, including novel approaches, that may 

24 provide long-term help for the various sectors of the 

25 economy by exploring the long-term financial needs of 

-3-
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1 primary industries, new markets for existing produc~s, 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

alternative products for existing industries, and similar 

ideas. 

(2) That the committee submit to the 43th Legislature 

a report of its findings, together with its recomrnenaations 

for legislation, If any, necessary to implement such 

findings. 

-End-

-4-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 65 

INTROOUCEO BY HARRINGTON, QUILICI, McBRIDE, 

AZZARA, O. BROWN• WALDRON, ZABROCKI, BENGTSON, 

PISTORIA, MENAHAN, HAFFEY, HEALY, OOZIER, NILSON, 

PAVLOVICH, KENNERLY• DAILY, O'CONHELL, J. JACOBSON, 

YARDLEY, ROBBINS, WllliAHSo STIHATZo HARPER, SHONTZ 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THAT AN 

APPROPRIATE INTERIM COMMITTEE BE ASSIGNED TO CONDUCT AN 

INTERIM STUDY OF HOW TO MITIGATE ECONOMIC DISTRESS TO A 

COMMUNITY CAUSED BY A DISLOCATION OF THE COMMUNITY'S PRIMARY 

INDUSTRY. 

WHEREAS, Montana has recently suffered from the clos~re 

of primary products plants in the timber and IDetals 

industries, fro111 droughts affecting agriculture and 

livestock production, and from gas shortages and an economic 

slump affecting tourism; and 

WHEREAS, such dislocations have a profound effect on 

all aspects of the com•unit&es involved and on the state as 

a whole because Montana's large area and small population 

create a situation in which .any coMmunities are virtually 

dependent on a single primary industry; and 

WHEREAS, the industries upon which Montana's 
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COIIIIIIunities depend• including agriculture, forest products, 

~~>inerals, and touriSIIIo are in some degree affected by the 

current slump in the national econo111yo there is no im111ediate 

prospect for a dramatic economic recovery. and until such a 

recovery occurs, all facets of Montana's econa.y 

vulnerable; and 

are 

WHEREAS, the impact of such distress on a com~nity•s 

primary economic base affects the workers who have lost 

their source of livelihood; all businesses in the community 

that suffer or are forced to close; the resultant loss of 

tax base fro111 industry closure, worker departure, and 

business shutdown; school districts and local governaent 

revenues; and bond obligations; and 

WHEREAS, local econo~ic distress causes a statewide 

impact because of increased needs for social services and 

unemployMent coepensation, loss of wage and business income 

from income tax collections. and the eventual loss of 

Montana citizens to other states in order to seek 

ewtploy-nt; and 

WHEREAS, the pol icy of this state should not be to 

simply react to such econo•ic disasters after they occur but 

to recognize and plan for the very real possibility that 

ex1sts in every Montana community for such an evento since 

there is little hope for large-scale effective assistance 

from the federal government; and 

-2- HJR 65 
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WHEREAS• a carefully formulated policy designed to 

provide quick and effective relief to comaunities suffering 

impairment of a primary industrial resource is a requirement 

of the future, and such a policy should be c~prised of 

quick. effective Measures to avoid costly after-the-fact 

progra.s and measures and should promote a healthy business 

climate in the state while protecting the needs of workers. 

s~ll businesses, agricultural producers, and governeent 

entities. 

NOW• THEREFOREo BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

(l) That an appropriate interim co .. ittee be assigned 

to study methods of avoiding economic distress to 

co.-unities caused by dislocation of a primary industry, 

specifically addressing: 

(a) what identifiable incentives or disincentives that 

are amenable to legislative action affect such industries in 

the state; 

{b) methods for ti~ly identification of trends that 

may cause future dislocations in the various sectors of 

Montana's economy; 

(c) specific actions that •ay be taken by state 

24 government. through the use or modification of existing 

25 programs• to lessen hardships on workers, small businesses. 

-3- H.JR 65 
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agricultural producers. and govern~nt entities; and 

(d) alternatives. including novel approaches. that may 

provide long-term help for the various sectors of the 

economy by eMploring the long-ter• financial needs of 

primary industries. new •arkets for existing products• 

alternative prooucts for existing industries. and similar 

ideas. 

(2) That the co .. ittee submit to the 48th Legislature 

a report of its findings. together with its recom~ndations 

for legislation. if any, necessary to i~lement such 

findings. 

-End-
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