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10 xHEREAS, large urban centers in Montana are a 

11 demo•3raphic phenomenon in which political, environmental, 

12 ar.d economic problems arise because of high density 

13 populations contiguous to equally high density rural 

14 populations; and 

15 WHEREASt the problems inherent in these areas, 

16 particularly as they grow larqer, become more complex and 

17 complexly interrelated; and 

18 WHEREAS, high density population areas are a relatively 

19 new dew.ographic phenomenon in Montana and state law has not 

20 always adequatelv responded to the problems inherent in 

21 these areas, often at the expense of rural and urban 

22 interests alike; and 

23 WHEREAS, the 1972 Montana Constitution mandates that 

24 local government powers be liberally construed, in 

25 recoynition of the principle that qovernment which is 
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closest to the people tends to govern best; and 

WHEREAS, all attempts to comprehensively implement the 

constitutional mandate regarding local government powers 

have failed to be enacted into state law by previous 

legisl~tures; and 

WHEREAS, rural Montanans rightfully must be protected 

from present or expanded taxing and regulatory prerogatives 

of urban governmental forms9 but this protection need not 

occur at the expense of large urban areas• ability to 

adequately govern themselves; and 

WHEREAS, there remains insufficient mutual 

understanding between rural and urban legislators and their 

constituents as to how the interests of each might be more 

fruitfully developed by acts of the Legislature• a problem 

that magnifies particularly in the context of the growing 

needs of urban oovernments for flexibility and reasonable 

autonomy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an appropriate interim committee be assigned to 

study possible resolutions to the problems of large urban 

centers in Montana and the misunderstandings between the 

urban and rural peoples of the state. 

3E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the membership of such 
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1 committee equally represent the rural ana urban interests 

2 herein described. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the committee make its 

4 recommendations to the 48th Legislature. 

-End-
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closest to the people tends to govern best; and 

WHEREAS, all attempts to comprehensively implement the 

constitutional mandate regarding local government powers 

have failed to be enacted into state law by previous 

legislatures; and 

WHEREAS, rural Montanans rightfully must be protected 

from present or expanded taxing and regulatory prerogatives 

of urban governmental forms, but this protection need not 

occur at the expense of large urban areas• ability to 

adequately govern themselves; and 

WHEREAS, there re11ains insufficient mutual 

understanding between rural and urban legislators and their 

constituents ~s to how the interests of each might be more 

fruitfully developed by acts of the Legislature, a problem 

that magnifies particularly in the context of the growing 

needs of urban oovernments for flexibility and reasonable 

autonomy. 

NOHt THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an appropriate interim committee be assigned to 

study possible resolutions to the problems of large urban 

centers in Montana and the misunderstandings between the 

urban and rural peoples of the state. 

~E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the membership of such 
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l conmittee equally represent the rural and urban interests 

2 herein described. 

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the committee make its 

4 reco .. endations to the 48th Legislature. 

-End-
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1 study possible resolutions to the probleas of lar9e urban 

Z centers in Montana and the •isunderstandings between the 

3 urban• SUBURBAN, and rural peoples of the state. 

4 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ~•bership of such 

S co~ittee equally represent the rural~~UBYRBAN, and urban 

6 interests herein described. 

1 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the c081•ittee •ake its 

8 reco•aendations to the 48th Legislature. 

-End-
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