House Joint Resoclution 53
In The House

March 18, 1981 Introduced and referred
to Select Committee on Water.

April 23, 1981 Died in Committee.
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_HQUSE____ JOINT RESOQEUTIDON NOs _53 _

INFROCUCED 3Y T AP, SOV 5. 3 ¢

4 JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE SF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA ENCOURAGING THE
SELRETARY 3F INTERIOR TO TAKE STeEPS TO TURN OVER THE
MANAGEMENT OF THE MISSIOMe FLATHEADs AND JOCKO IRRIGATION

DISTRICTS TO A LOCAL ENTITY.

WHEREASs the Missions Flatheady and Jocko Irriyation
Jistricts 1n Lake Countys MoOntdana are oeing oparatecd under a
Joint soara of Contrel; and

WHEREASs <creation of the Joint Board of {ontrol has
placed tne districts in a position to be able to manage
their own affairs; and

WHEREASs the repayment contracts made between tha
United States and the irrigation districts specified that
the manaagement of tne project affairs would be put in the
rands of the districts when repayment had reached a4 certain
level; and

WHEREASs repayment has reached the level specified in
the contracts; and

WHEZEASy the districts have petitioned and thera is
pending  a petition to the Secretary of the interior seeking

a transfer of the operation of the projects as provided for

19

1L

12

13

la

15

16

17

18

is

20

LL 1506/01

in the contracts; and

Wrif KEASs the Legislature of the Statz of Mgntana
believes that the operation of the districts <an Dpe more
efficiently and readily accomplished if the project is
administered Jucaily by elected Commissioners who form the
Joint 2gard of <{Lontrol and whose responsibilities flow

directly to the users of the districts® servicesa

NOWs THEREFDREs. BE [T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE aAnND  THS  HJUSE
OF RcPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Montana Legislature urges the Secretary of the
Interior toe take steps as soon 35 possible to cause to be
fully confirmed and guaranteed to the districts their
appropriate water rights and thereafter turn the management
of the project affairs of the Missians Flatheads ang .Jocko
Irrigation Districts over to the districts as provided in
the repayment CONtractss

BE IT FURTHER RESULVEDs that the Secretary of State
send a copy of this resclution to the Honorable James Wattye
Secretary of the Interior of the United States.

~End-



