
HOUSE JOIN'r RESOLUTION NO. 34 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT, NEUMAN, HENAHAN, 
ANrlERSON, BENGTSON, KF.rUUS, f'AGG, EUDAILY 

February 14 1 1981 

March 27, 1981 

~1arch 28, 1981 

April 1, 1981 

~\pril 7, 1981 

April 8, 19tH 

April 9, 1981 

April 22, 1981 

IN THE UOUSE 

Introduced and reforred to 
Conunittee on Education. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members • desks. 

Motion pass consideration 
until the 7lst legislative 
day. 

Second reading, pas$ con­
sideration until the 75th 
legislative day. 

Second reading, do pass as 
amended. 

Correctly engrossed. 

On motion rules suspended 
and bill placed on third 
reading this day .. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, 931 Noes, 3. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN TNE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Re}?Ort adopted. 



April 2 3, 19tH 

April 23, 1981 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. Ayes, 44, Noes, 5. 

IN 'l"HE HOUSE 

-2-

Returned from Senate with 
amendments. 

on motion rules suspended 
and bill placed on second 
reading this day. 

second reading, amendments 
concurred in. 

On motion rules suspended 
and hill placed on third 
reading this day. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. Ayes, 811 
Noes, 6. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 



47th Legislature LC 0693/01 LC 0693/01 

1 HOUSE JOINT ~ NO• ~ ~ 
INTRODUCED BY ~JJO:::::.. AI. M~-----
;#;4M£t1V! ~~ ~ ~ 
A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

2 

3 

4 

1 communities are becoming increasingly reluctant to accept 

2 the burden of additional taxation. 

3 

4 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

5 REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN 5 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

6 INTERIM STUDY OF THE FINANCING OF PUBLIC EDUCATION IN 6 (1) That an appropriate interim committee be assigned 

1 MONTANA; AND R~QUIRING A REPORT OF THE FINOIN.GS OF THE STUDY 1 to study the financing of public education in ~ontana. 

B TO THE LEGISLATURE. B (2) That the committee include in its study a 

9 9 consideration of at least the following: 

10 WHEREAS, the State of Montana has an obligation to 10 (a) alternatives to the foundation program; 

11 provide adequate educational opportunities for its citizens; 11 (b) total revision of the foundation program~ 

12 and 12 (c) increasing foundation program funding so that it 

13 WHEREAS, financing of public education is presently 13 provides a more realistic portion of the total cost of 

14 based on a complicated foundation program designed to 14 operating the schools and thus relieve pressure on the voted 

15 provide an equitable and equalized financing structure for 15 levies; 

16 public education; and 16 (d) alternative sources of revenue for funding the 

17 I<IHEREAS, the foundation program is in need of 17 increased program; 

18 adjustment or revision to reflect the rapid inflation in the 18 (e) increasing the basic county mill levies to produce 

19 cost of providing education and the relative decline in tax 19 the county share of the increased foundation program; 

20 an~ other revenues available; and 20 (f) statewide equalization of county mill levies 

a WHEREAS, financing of public education is becoming more 21 required to pay for the retirement fund; 

22 and more dependent on property taxation and voter approved 22 (g) proper use of forest reserve revenue; 

23 mill levies because of the deficiency in the foundation 23 (h) creation of a self-insurance program for the 

24 program; and 24 public schools. 

25 WHEREAS, property taxpayers and voters in local 25 (3) That the committee subw.it to the 48th Legislature 
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1 a report of its findings, together with recommendations for 

2 laglslation, if any, necessary to implement such findings. 

-End-

-3-



47th Legislature H.JR 003't/02 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

lb 

11 

18 

lq 

zo 

21 

2l 

23 

24 

25 

Approved bv Committee 
on Education 

HOUSE .JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3't 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT, NEUMAN, HENAHAN, 

ANDERSON, BENGTSON, KEHHlSo FAGG, EUOAilY 

A .JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN 

INTERIM STUDY OF THE FINANCING OF PUBliC EDUCATION IN 

MONTANA; AND REQUIRING A REPORT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 

TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, the State of Montana has an obligation to 

provide adequate educational opportunities for its citizens; 

and 

WHE~EAS, financing of public education is presently 

basec~ on a complicated foundation progra• designed to 

provide an equitable and equalized financing structure for 

?Ublic education; and 

WHEREA5~---~~e---·euftd~~---pr~ea--~~-tft--fte@e--e+ 

edj~9~Meft~e~rev~*eft-~e-ref+ee~~he-re,+d-t~~e~ten-tft-~fte 

eest-&f-prevtet"~-ee~ee~t~-eftd-~-re~e~t~e-eee+tfte-tft--~e• 

eftd-&ther-reveftue9-evet~eb+e~-eftd 

WH!:REAS_, _bEGA!_2!;TIO~_I}. BEING CONSIDERfO TO AOQRESS 

!!:!Q_RESOLVE THE_ QUESTI.QLOF WHHHE!.__DR_!:!Q!_~}.J:;HOOL 

FOU~Q.!!lQ!L_ PRO §~!!L_.!~--C U~RENTll_fUNOs 0 PROPE!3_b!._!!E ET ~-THE 

~ANDAlE £OR_ THE_FtJNOING_Q.LfUBliU.QUCATION &~TIPUl!!£0 IN 
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H.JR 003't/OZ 

ART!ClE_!.L_~ECT!ONS !_!!':!Q2_0F T!;!L!!ONTANA CONSTITUTION; ANO 

WHEREASo financing of public education is becoming more 

and more dependent on property taxation and voter approved 

mi I 1 levies because of the deficiency in the foundation 

progra111: and 

WHEREAS, property taxpayers and voters in local 

communities are becoming increasingly reluctant to accept 

the burden of additional taxation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

11) That an appropriate interim conmittee be assigned 

~&-st~-~fte-~fteftei~oE-,b~+e-edue~teft-ift-He~ 

t~t--?~e~-~~--eo~~ee~-tfte~bde--tft--~~---~~ady---e 

eOft~tder~~of-et-~ees~-the-#o++ew+~ 

~t--e+~erfte~+~e~-~o~he-foUftdetioft-pr~rem~ 

tbt--~o~~-r~i9tftft-&f-~he-#ouft~t0ft-pr89re-. 

tet--tfteree~+"~-founde~+eft--pr~rem-fbftft+ft~-se-~ot-t~ 

pPov+de~-e-mere-ree~+~+e--~~iftft--ef--the--te~~--e&S~-~ 

opere~t~-t~e~ehoe+s-eftd-~~us-re+teve-~r~sure-Oft-~~e-v~ed 

~ev+e~t 

tet--e~~erfte~we--9ebree•--ef--rewe~--fer-fuft8+"~-tfte 

iftere3Sed-~r~e~~~~ 

tet--~ftereestft~~he-bes+e-e&bft~~++-+~es-~o-predbce 

~~-eoaft~y-shere-of-t~-~reesed-foaftde~ton-proqre-. 
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HJR 0034/02 

tft--~a~~de--e~~+~~+eft--8#--eeuft~--mt~~---+e~+es 

re~a+red-~e-psy-+~-tfte-r~+reaeft~-~6t 

t<Jt--J'Mtpei"-ttse-ff-f.--~-----re~e,.ae-t 

tht--erea~+en--ef.--e--se~+-?ft~ftee--J'rO!Pa.--fer--~e 

J'ttttH~-uttoo·h.. TO_D£~!!1 NE _ _JillETHER_Q!L.2!QL_!JiL_~QOL 

FOUND! TIO~-~~~-!,L-~tm!! ENT ll_~ ~!URE.Q.__!ND __ FUNDED 

PROPERLY-~~ THE MANDATE ffi!_TI!LfUNDI~-YL-~ 

~QUCATION AS STIPULATED IN ARTICLE !L_~ECTI~~~Q_l_Qf 

!~~!~ CONS!!!YTION• THE STUDY SHALL !NCLUDE 

f!!NSI.Qill!LO!L_QE_~ll__!~~ICH_THE ~EAS!~!!fllURE 0~ 

LOCAL VOTED LEVIES CAN BE RELIEVED. 

t3t1ll That the coe~ittee submit to the lt8th 

Legislature a report of its f indirlgs. together with 

reco~mendations for legislation. if any• necessary to 

imple.ent such findings. 

-End-

-l- HJR lit 
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HOUSE .JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 34 

INTRODUCED BY YINCENTo NEUMAN, MENAHAN• 

A1~DERSON• BENGTSON• KEMMlS• FAGG. EUDAILY 

A .JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING ..,. 

£~EA~ THE REVENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE TO STUDY 8F THE 

FINANCING OF PUBLIC EDUCATION IN MONTANA; AND REQuiRING A 

REPORT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS• the State of Kontana has an obligation to 

provide adequate educational opportunities for its citizens; 

and 

WHEREAS, financing of public education is presently 

based on a complicated foundation progra~ designed to 

provide an equitable and equalized financing structure for 

public educationi and 

WHEAEAS~--~he--fe~ft~~Oft--pro~~~-*~--~n---need---~ 

ee,~~t~~e~~e•*~+Oft-~o-~~~et-the-reptd-~ftf+a~en-+n-the 

e~~--ef-~ow+d~n~-~uea~-ane-the-~e+at+ve-dee++ne-+n-tax 

eftd-ether-rewenue~o•a++~e~-and 

~~fREASL-bEGAl ACTION IS BEING CQNSIOEREO TO ADQ~ESS 

t~D __ ~f~QLVf_ THE QUESTION OF WHETHER OR NQT THC SCHOOL 

fOU!:!QffiON_f:!!OG~!!L!U!J~f!:!TL Y FUNQf.!L_PROPERl~~ETS -I!JE 

MANDATE FOR THE FUNDING OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AS STIPULAT£~ 
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H.JR 003Lt/03 

ill!Q,_LXy SECT!~UNO 3_0F THE MOHTANA CONSTITUTION; AND 

WHEREAS, financing of public education is beco•ing .are 

and more dependent on property taxation and voter approved 

mill 1 evi es because of the deficiency in tne foundation 

program; and 

WHERE A So property taxpayers and voters in local 

communities are becoming increasingly reluctant to accept 

the burden of additional taxation. 

NOWo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ~NO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That en-appropr+e~e~n~~- THE_REVENyE OVERSIGHT 

co~ittee be a~signed to--~dy--~he--~tft«fte+ftg-8+-puh++e 

~~e~+en-+n-Mo~~. 

t~t--~h~-~he--eem.+~~ee--+ne+.se--+n--+~s---~~udy---a 

eon~~de~et~en-o~-at-+ees~-~he-fe+~+ftg+ 

tet--e+teTnatiY~-t~he-fe~at+an-pr~ra•~ 

tbt--~ata+-rev~+en-ef-the-feundat+en-~r~ 

tct--+ne~e~ift~--feuftdatieft--p~~a.-fond+ft~~o-~he~~~ 

prevides-a-~ere-~ee+ist+e--port+en--ef--the--~te+--eest--~ 

e~ret+ng-the-~ehoe+s-and-th~s-ref?e•e-pre~~e-on-the-vot~ 

+ey+e~ 

tdt--e+~nat?ve--~owre~--of--~eve~-fer-~ndift~-t~ 

+nereesed~re~e-. 

tet--~nere~+n~~he-bes+e-eeuftty-.+++-+ew+es-te-~eduee 

-2- H.)R 34 
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H.IR 003 .. /03 

~he-~eaft~y-s"ere-e+-~~-~eesed-+eWftde~foft-prog~ .. 

2 t~t--~~e~w~de--eq~+re~to~-of--e~ft~y--•+~l---ley~ 

3 .. ~t-red--t-~ey-f'tW-Hie-.. "+-re.eM-i'Uftd-t 

4 t~--lH'eJ~e't'-~ei'--fere~~-r-r..-t"'eYertu~ 

5 t"t--ei"eet+~-e+--e--~e~-tftSat"eftee--~ .. ..--~er--~ 

6 pttbH~-~efteo~- .!.Q__QETE~IU~HET!::!S!!__OR_NOT_ THE SCHOOL 

7 FOUNDATION PROGRAM AS CURRENTLY STRUCTURED_ AND FUNDED 

8 PROffRL Y _!!fETS _ _!!:!L_!I!~.H-fQ!L_ THE _f~~_Qf_!!Y.@h.li 

9 EDUC!!!Q~i__STIPUb!J!Q__!~ ARTICLE Xw SECTIONS 1 AND 3 OF 

10 THE_ MONTANA__!;_ONSTITUTION._ THE STUOY SHALL INCLUDE 

11 CONSIO~ATIO!L_.Qf__~~-__!!!_WHIC!::!__!!!E INCRE_!ill.!! PRESSURE ON 

12 

13 

14 

15 

LOCAL VOTED ~EY!fi_£!N BE RELIEVED. 

t~t!ll That the co .. ittee subMit to the 48th 

Legislature a 

recom-ndati ons 

report of its findtngso together with 

for 1egis1ationw if anyw necessar~ to 

16 imple~nt such findings. 

-End-

-3- H.IR 34 
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 34 

INTRODUCED BY VINCENT, NEUMAN, MENAHAN, 

ANDERSON• BENGTSON, KEMMISo FAGG• EUDAilY 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING *N 

fNlEPfM lHf=~EVf~E=8YE~~f6~l-E8~!EE=l8 ~~~TERIM STUDY 

SF QE THE FINANCING OF PUBLIC EDUCATION IN MONTANA; AND 

REQUIRING A REPORT OF THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY TO THE 

lEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, the State of Montana has an obligation to 

prov1de adequate educationa1 opportunities for its citizens; 

and 

WHEREAS, financing of public education is presently 

based on a complicated foundation program designed to 

provide an equitable and equa1ized financing structure for 

public education; and 

WHE~E•s~---t"~---+oundot~en---progr~-~~--~n--n~d--o~ 

odju~t~nt-er-rev~~~eft-to-rr~~eet-the-r~ptd-~n+f~t~on-~n-t~ 

eost-o+-prov~d~ftg-edueotion-oftd-the-refot+•e-dee~~ne-~ft--tox 

ond-ot~er-reveftues-ovaifoe+e•-o"d 

~~~RE~~~--bEG~b-~fTIO~--J2~JNG_fONSIOER~U TO_AU~RESS 

~~Q-~~~QLVE_!HE __ 2~f~!JQ~Qf_~HET~~--OR __ NOT _ _!HE _ _jfHOul 

fQ~~Q~!lQ~--~RO§EAM __ ~~-_f~ERENTlY_tUNOEQ_PROPE~br-~EET~_!HE 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HJR 0034/04 

~~~Q~I!_fQ~_THE_E~~QlNG_Qf_f~~QUCATlON ~~TIPULAJ£0 IN 

ART!fh§ Xo SECTIONS 1 AND 3 OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION; ANO 

WHEREAS, financing of public education is becoming more 

and more dependent on prope~ty taxation and voter approved 

mill levies because of the deficiency tn the foundation 

program; and 

WHEREAS, property taxpayers and voters in local 

communities are becoming increasingly reluctant to accept 

the burden of additional taxation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF RePRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That o"-oppropriote-interiM 1HE_E£VE~gf_OVERS!§HT 

committee be assigned to--~tud7--the--+~"oneing--o+--pub+ie 

edueoti&ft-in-~"tono• 

t~t--lhet---the---eomm+ttee--~fte+ude--+"--+t~--~tudy--o 

eofts~deret~en-e~-ot-+eo~t-the-fo~ew+ng• 

tot--e+t~"ot~.e~-te-the-feu"de~o"-p~agre•• 

tbt--tote+-~e·~~on-e+-the-~undotien-p~o9r&~ 

tet--~"ereo5i"g-fouftdot~oft-pr&9ro•-fu"d~ft~-~e--thot--+t 

pro•+de~--~--MOre--reof~5tie--portion--o~--the-tetof-eo5t-o~ 

operotift~-the-seheo+5-ond-t"u~-~e+ieve-pre~5u~-on-tfte-vot~6 

l~~~@~~ 

tdt--e+ternot~ve-~ouree5-o~--revenue--+er--fundi"~--t~ 

~ftereo5ed-pro~em~ 

-l- HJR 3lt 
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HJR 0034/04 

t@t--ift~~@e~ift~-~ft@-ba~+~-~&Hft~y-m+ll-~e•+e~-~~pred~~e 

2 ~~-ee~ft~y-~here-ef-~fte-+~ree~ed-fe~ftde~+eft-pregrem7 

3 tft--~tetew+ee---e~~~+ra~+~--ef--ee~n~y--m++~--+e•+e~ 

4 re~u+r@d-te-pay-fer-~he-re~+r~n~-f~"d~ 

5 t~t--praper-~~e-ef-fer@~~-re~erYe-reYeft~~ 

6 tftt--ereat+~--ef--a--~elf-ift~~re"ee--pre~rem--fer--~ft@ 

1 pub~+e--~eheo~w !Q __ Qf!ER~INI_~~THE~~-~Q!_!HE SfHOUl 

8 FO\,I!lOAT IQ!L_PROfi~AM __ _!L_9/~RENTlY __ STR.\lf.!URtQ__ANQ_ _ _£],1~ 

9 PRQ~£~~!-~£s!~-_!~~~!~DA!s __ t~_THf__£~DIN~ _ _Q£__f],l~ 

10 sDUf!!lQ~_!LST !PULATEO_l!L!RT IC~!.L.H.CT IONS l_!!:!Q__l _ _QE 

11 THE ____ MQNTA!l_! ___ CO!l~!!!J.ITIO!l~--- THE ___ ~TUDY _ _j~~~LUQi 

12 ~ON~l DgAT IOtLQL!!_!YS_!!l_l!!:!!CH T!:!f__INCREAll~-~~f___f!!:! 

13 LOf!.LYQl§LLEV!fLf~~~ELIEVEO. 

l't 1£1__l!:!!!__!!:!!__ST!,!DY __ INCL!!Qf _ _!__CONS!Qi~~!L!!t THE 

15 REL_!T IO~SH If_~ETWsEN __ THE __ ~ffi~_fOUkHlQ~M,___PRQGRAH 

16 EST!~~HEQ_~ _ _!!:!f _ _1!~~_!ROS _fgf _ _!fCRED!!!!!Q!L_!~Q THE 

17 

18 

19 

20 

EOU~QAT!ON PROG~!~-!~Q\,1~~ 

t3tf~1ll That the committee submit to the 48th 

legislature a report of its findingso together with 

recomlllendations for legi slationo if anyo necessary to 

21 implement such findings. 

-End-

-3- HJR 34 



April 22, 1981 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Education and Cultural Resources) 

1'J1,1 I. House Joint Resolut1' on No. 34 b d d f e amen e as allows: 

1. Title, line 7. 
Strike: "THE iE:VENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE TO" 
Insert: "AN INTERIM" 
Following: "9P" 
Insert: "OF" 

2. Page 3. 
Following: line 12 
Insert: "{2) That the study include a consideration of the 

relationship between the basic educational program established 
in the standards for accreditation and the foundation program 
amount." 

Renumber: subsequent subsection 


