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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THAT THE 

FEOE~AL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION RELlCENSE THi K~RK 

HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT TO THE MONTANA POWER COMPANY• 

WHEREAS 9 The Montana Power Company owns the Kerr 

Hydroelectric Project located in Lake and Flathead Counties 

in Montana and partially within the boundaries of the 

Flathead Indian Reservation and has operated the project 

under a 50-year license issued by the Federal Power 

Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Montana Power Company's long-term license 

to operate the project expired on Hay 23o 1980; and 

WHEREAS, the Montana Power Company has applied to the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the successor of the 

Federal Power Commission, for a new long-term license to 

operate the project; and 

WHEREAS, under the Federal Power Act, the Montana Power 

Company as licensee of the project must pay the Confederated 

Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation a 

•reasonable annual charge•, which is subject to periodic 

adjustment, because a portion of the project is located 
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lC 1297/01 

within the Flathead Reservation, such annual charge being 

currently $2.6 million per year; and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Power Act provides that the 

federal govern•ent may, under certain circumstances, take 

over the project; and 

WHEREAS, the project represents a material portion of 

the property tax base of lake Countyw Montana, and also 

provides property taxes in Flathead County and corporation 

license taxes and electrical energy producers taxes to the 

State of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the taking of the project by the federal 

governMent will result in a loss of property taxes to lake 

and Flathead Counties and the loss of corporation license 

taxes and electrical energy producers license taxes to the 

State of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the project provides a significant portion of 

the Montana Power Company's low embedded cost hydroelectric 

energy supply for Montana consumers; and 

WHEREAS, the taking of the project by the federal 

government will result in the loss of the project's output 

to Montana customers; and 

WHEREAS, the project, if lost to the Montana Power 

Company's consumers, could be replaced ~fter delay 9 if at 

all 9 only at very high costs; and 

WHEREAS, it appears that the licensing of the project 
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1 to the Montana Power Company is in the best interest of the 

2 citizens of the State of Montana. 

3 

4 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

5 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

6 That the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is 

7 strongly urged to issue a nev long-term license for the 

8 continued operation of the Kerr Hydroelectric Project to the 

9 Montana Power Company for the benefot of Its consu•ers. 

10 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED~ that a certified copy of this 

11 resolution be forwarded by the Secretary of the State of 

12 Montana to the Secretary of the Federal Energy Regulatory 

13 Co..lsslon. 

-End-
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A J JINT RESOLUTION OF TH~ SE(/ATE , {AND Tl-it: HtJtJSc OF 

~b'Rf.:SENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HONTA!~A URGI1~G THAT THE 

FEDE~AL ENERGY RE~ULATORY COMMISSION RELICENSE THi ~ERK 

rlYDK.iJELECTRIC PROJECT TO THE MONTANA PDWER COMPAf->Y• 

WHEREAS, The ~ontana Power Company owns the Kerr 

Hydroelectric Project located in Lake and Flathead Counties 

in Montana and partially within the boundaries of the 

Flathead Indian Reservation and has operated the project 

under a 5C.-year 1 i cense issued by the Federal Power 

COiP.filission; and 

~HEREAS, the Montana Power Company•s long-term license 

to operate the project expired on May 23, 19~0; and 

WHEREAS, the Montana Power Company has applied to the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commissivn, the successor of the 

Federal Power Commission, for a new lonq-t~rm license to 

c~er3t• the project; and 

tlHEF;U.S, under the Federal Power Act, the Montana Po"er 

Company as licensee of the project ~ust pay the Confederated 

Sali5h and Kootenai Tribes of the flathead Reservation a 

"reasonable an01ucol charqe"• which is subject to periodic 

::dj ustment, because a portion of the oro ject is 1 oc 3ted 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2_> 

24 

25 

LC 129?/01 

within the Flathead Reservation, such annual charge being 

currently $2.6 million per year; and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Power Act provides that the 

federal government may, under certain circumstances, take 

over the project; and 

WHEREAS, the project represents a ~aterial portion of 

the property tax base of Lake County, Montana, and also 

provides property taxes in Flathead County and corporation 

license taxes and electrical energy produc~rs taxes to the 

State of Montana; and 

HHEREAS, the taking of the project by the federal 

government will result in a loss of property taxes to Lake 

and Flathead Counties and the loss of corporation license 

taxes and electrical energy producers license taxes to the 

State of Hont~na; and 

wHEREAS, the project provides a significant portion of 

the Montana Power Company's low embedded cost hydroelectric 

energy supply for Montana consumers; and 

WHEREAS, the taking of the project by the federal 

government will result in the loss of the project's output 

to Montana customers; and 

WHEREAS, the project, if lost to the Montana Po~er 

Company's consumers, could be replaced after delay, if at 

all, only at very high costs; and 

HHER~AS, it appears that the licensing of the project 
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1 to the Montana Power Company is in the best interest of the 

2 citizens of the State of Montana. 

3 

~ NOH, THEReFORE, BE IT RESOLVED gy THE SeNATE AND THE HOUSE 

5 

6 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE Gf IWNTANA: 

That the Federal Energy Regulatory Coremission is 

strongly urqed to issue a new long-term license for the 

continued oper~tion of the Kerr Hydroelectric Project to the 

Montana Power Company for the benefit of its consumers. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this 

resolution be forwarded by the Secretary of the State of 

Montana to the Secretary of the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Co~mission. 

-End-
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THAT THE 

FEDEKAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION RELICENSE THi XERK 

HYOROELECTRIC PROJECT TO THE MONTANA POWER COMPANY. 

WHEREAS 9 The Montana Power Company owns the Kerr 

Hydroelectric Project located in Lake and Flathead Counties 

in Montana and partially within the boundaries of the 

Flathead Indian Reservation and has operated the project 

under 'l 5C-year license issued by the Federal Power 

Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Montana Power Company's long-term license 

to operate the project expired on May 23, 1980; and 

WHEREAS, ttoe Montana Power Company has applied to the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the successor of the 

Feder'll Power Commission, for a new long-term license to 

oper3te the project; and 

WHEREAS, under the Federal Power Act, the Montana Power 

Company as licensee of the project ~ust pay the Confederated 

Salish and Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation a 

"reasonable annual charge", which is subject to periodic 

3djustment, because a portion of the project is located 
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LC 1297/01 

within the Flathead Reservation, such annual charge being 

currently S2.6 million per year; and 

WHEREASr the Federal Power Act provides that the 

federal government may, under certain circumstances, take 

over the project; and 

WHEREAS, the project represents a material portion of 

the property tax base of Lake County. Montana, and also 

provides property taxes in Flathead County and corporation 

license taxes and electrical energy producers taxes to the 

State of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the taking of the project by the federal 

government will result in a loss of property taxes to Lake 

and Flathead Counties and the loss of corporation license 

taxes and electrical energy producers license taxes to the 

State of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, the project provides a significant portion of 

the Montana Power Company's low embedded cost hydroelectric 

energy supply for Montana consumers; and 

WHEREAS, the taking of the project by the federal 

government will result in the loss of the project's output 

to Montana customers; and 

WHEREAS, the project, if lost to the Montana Power 

Company's consumers, could be replaced after delay 9 if at 

all, only at very hiqh costs; and 

WHEREAS, it appears that the licensing of the project 
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1 to the Montana Power Company Is in the best interest of the 

2 citizens of the State of Montana. 

3 

4 NOW, THEREFOREt BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

5 OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

6 

7 

That the Federal 

strongly urged to issue a 

Energy Regulatory Commission is 

new long-term license for the 

8 continued operation of the Kerr Hydroelectric Project to the 

9 Montana Power Company for the benefit of Its consumers. 

10 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this 

11 resolution be forwarded by the Secretary of the State of 

12 Montana to the Secretary of the Federal Energy Regulatory 

13 Co.-lsslon. 

-End-
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HOUSE JOINT RESOlUTION NO. lB 

INTRODUCED BY SEIFERT, CONROY, ANOERSONt CONN, HARP, 

~ENNETTt HEALYo LEE, HUENNEKENS, QUILICI, EUOAILV, LORVo 

C\.IRTI SSo s. BROWNo 3. BRIJWNo BLAYLOCK, VIr~GER • IVERSON 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

RfPRESE~TATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THAT THE 

FEiJcROAl ENERGY REGULATO~V COMMISSION RELIC'ONSE THE KERR 

HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT TO THE MONTANA POWER COMPANY. 

WHEREAS, The Montana Power Company owns the Kerr 

Hydroele~tric Pr~ject located in Lake and Flathead Counties 

in Montana and parttally within the boundaries of the 

Flathead Indian Re~ervation and has operated the project 

under a ~o-year 1 icense issued by t.he Federal Power 

Commisslani ana 

WHEREAS, the Montana Power Company's long-term 1 icens.-o 

to O?erate the project expired on Hay 23• 1980; and 

WHEREA~, the Montana Power Company has appliea to the 

federal Ener3y Regulatory Commission, the successor of the 

F~deral Powe~ Co~ission. for a new long-term license to 

op~rat~ the oroject; and 

WH[REA5, under the Federal Power Acto the Montana Power 

Company as licensee of the project must pay the Confederated 

Salish -'!nd ~~ootenai Tr1 bes of the Flathead Peservdti on a 
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"reasonable annual charge"• which is subject to periodic 

adJustment, because a portion of the project is located 

within the Flathead Reservation• such annual char~e being 

currently ~2.6 million per year; and 

WHERE~$, the Federal Power Act provides that the 

federal government mayo under certain circumstances, take 

over the project; ~nd 

WHEREAS, the project represents a material portion of 

the property tax base of Lake Countyo Montana, and also 

provides property taxe~ in Flathead County and corporation 

license taxes and electrical energy producers taxes to the 

State of Montana; and 

WHERE~S, the taking of the proJect by the federal 

government will result in a loss of property taxes to lake 

and Flathead Counties and the loss of corporation license 

taxes and electrical energy producers license taxes to the 

State of Montana; and 

~HEREASo the project provides a significant portion of 

th~ Montana Power Company's low embedded cost hydroelectric 

energy supply for Montana consumers; and 

ftHEREAS, the ta~ing of the project by the federal 

governmPnt will result in the loss of the proJeCt's output 

to Montana customers; and 

WHt~EAS, the project, if lost to the Montana Power 

Company's consu~erst could be reklaced after delayo if at 
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all, only at very high costs; and 

2 WHEREAS, it appears that the licensing of the project 

3 to the Montana Power Company is in the best interest of the 

4 citi~ens of the State of Montana. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

NOWo THEREFOREo BE IT RESOlVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the Federal Energy Regulatory Com.ission is 

9 strongly urged to issue a new long-term license for the 

10 continuPd operation of the Kerr Hydroelectric Project to the 

11 Montana Power Company for the benefit of its consu.ers. 

12 BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVEjo that a certified copy of this 

13 resolution be forwarded oy the Secretary of the State of 

14 Montana to the Secretary of the Federal Energy Regul3tory 

15 Co~iSsJon• 

-End-
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