HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. §

INTRODUCED RY PABREGA, WORMAN, GOOROVER, HUENWNERENS, NORDTVEDRT

Januvary 10, 1381

January 16, 1981

January 17, 1981

Januvary 19, 1%l

January 27, 1981

January 29, 1981

January 31, 1981

february 2, 1981

February 11, 1981

IN THE HOQUSE

IN THE BEMATE

IN THE HOUSBE

Introduged and referred to
Committee on Taxation.

Committee recommend bill
do pass. Report adopted.

3111 printed and placed on
nembers' desks.

Second reading, do pags.

On motion rules suspended
and bill placed on third

reading this day.

Third rveadina, passed.
Transmitted to Senate.

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Paxation.

Committee recommend bill

be concurred in. Report
adopted.

Second reading, concurred in.

Third reading, concurred in.

Naturned from Senate,
Concurred in.

Sent to enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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HOUSE j5INT RESOLUTHON NOe _°

INTRGOUCED ﬁ%_ et

A JOINT RESCLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE aF

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA  ESTABLISHING A
SELECT COMMITTEE T0 RESOLVE QUZSTIONS RELATIRG TGO THE
VALUATIGH aF CCMKERCIAL AnD  RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY IR

TAXATION

KHEREASy there appears to be 3 discrenancy betwes=n tha
way commercial property and residential property in Montana
is valued for taxation; and

WHEREASy plaintiffs in many lawsuits filed against the
Stat: of HKMontana allege that these discrepancies result in
valuation disparities as high as 34%; and

wAERTASe the State Tax Appesl Zoard nhes determined that
such discrepancies do exist and has raccmmended relief for
tirose taxpayers adversely affected; and

WIIEREASe the Department of Revenuz has not zgreed with
plaintiffs that & serious discrepancy exists and has
apnealad Yoard aeterminations to the contrarys; and

HHEREASy the Montana Supreme Court has agreed in
principle that there is an unconstitutional discrepancys but
does not agree that a 34% across-the-board measure of the

discrepancy is necessarily corrects; and
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WHEREASy 1local government unitsy which depend upon
proparty tax revenues to provide government servicesy have
been wunable to collect revenues from a great deal of
commercial property while this controversy continues and
have suffered financial hardship and have seen tax increment
financing programs and other needed 1local government
activities jeopardized; and

WHEREASs the 47th Legislature must address this issue
s0 as to assure that an equitable method for valuation of
commercial and residential property is achieveds to relieve
the taxpayers and the state of the burden of continued
lawsuitse and to settle the financial questions plaguing
taxpayers and local governments neither of whom have the use

of taxes paid under protest.

NOwWs THEREFDOREs BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legislature constitute a select committee to
meet and recommend +to the Legislature the best means to
achieve remediation of the problems recited above; and

BE IT FURTHER RESCLVEDs that the committee consist of
two members of the Houses one from cach political partys
appointed by the speaker; two members of the Senatey one
from each political partyes appointed by the Committee on

Committees; and the chairman of the Revenue 0Oversight
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Committee; and

3t IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the chairman of the State
Tax Appeal Board and the director of the Bepartment of
Revenue are ragquasted to serve a5 members of the committees
and

sE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDy that the select committee
submit its reccmmendations to the Legislature not later than
the 50th legislative day to allow for intreoduction and
consideration of legislation during this sassioni and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVYEDs that Joint Rule 6-7 is
suspended to allow introduction of such tegislation as may
be recommended by the committeec.

~End-
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Approved by Committee
on Taxation

U;SGN NOe _°

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE aF

HOGSE jnINT RESOL

INTRLDUCED 2 %

RCPRESENTATIVES OF THE STAT:S OF HMONTANA  ESTAPLISHING A

SZLECT COMMITTEE TS RESOLVE QUESTIGHS RELATING TO  THE

VALUATIGCH aF COMMIRCIAL AND RESIDEATIAL  PROPERTY IR

TAXATION.

ZRJIASe thers apiaars to be 3 discresancy betwesn  tha
[ ; Y

way commercial proparty and residential property in Montana
is valued for taxation; and

WHEXEASy plaintiffs in many Tawsuits filed against the
Stet2 of Hontena 2llege that these discrepancies result in
valuation dispsrities as high as 34%3 and

AAERTASy the State Teax Appzal Lsard nas d2tarmined that
such ciscrezpancies do exist and has raccamsnded relief for
thos2 vaxpayars adversely affected; and

KWHMELPZASe the 2enartzent of Ravenu:z has not zyreed with
plaintiffs that & serious discrepancy exists and has
apnealad Joard deteraminaticons to the contrary; ang

WHERZASs the dentana Supreme Court Has  agreed in
arinciple that there is an unconstitutional discrepancys but
does not sgyrez that & 34% across—-the-boarg wmeasure of ths

discrepancy is necessarily correct; and
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WHEREASy local government unitsy which depend upon
proparty tax ravenues to provide government servicesy have
been wunable to collect revenues from a great deal of
commercial property while this controversy continues and
have suffered financial hardship and have seen tax increment
financing programs and other needed 1local government
activities jeopardized; and

WHEREASy the 4Tth Legislature must address this issue
so0 as toc assure that an equitable method for valuation of
commercial and residential property is achievedy to relieve
the taxpayers and the state of the burden of centinued
Tawsuitss and to settlie the financial questions plaguing
taxpayers and local governments neither of whom have the use

of taxes paid under proteste

NOWe THEREFOREe BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SEMNATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES GF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the legislature constitute a select committee to
meet and recommend to the Lagislature the best means to
achieve remediation of the problems recited above; and

EE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDy that the committee consist of
two members of the Houses one from each political party,
appeinted by the speaker; two members of the Senates one
from each political partys appointed by the Committee on

Committees; and the chairman of the Revenue Dversight

-2- SECOND. READING
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Comini ttee; and

36 IT FURTHER RESDOLVEDs that the cnsirman cf the State
Tax Appeal Poard and the director of the Dzpartment of
Revenuz are r2guested to serve =s members of the committee;
and

sE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDy that the select coammittee
submit its recommendations to tha Legislaturs not later than
the 50th legislative day to allow for introductiosn and
consideration of legislation during this s2ssion; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDe that Joint Rulz &-T7 is
suspended to allow introduction of such legislation as may
be recommended by the committecs

-End-
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_____ BOUSE ;0iNT RESOLUTEON NOe _2

INTRODUCED 3Y

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE GOF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HMONTANA ESTABLISHING A
SELECT COMMITTEE TO RESOLVE QUESTIONS RELATING TOo THE
VALUATION [si3 COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY FCR

TAXATION

WHEREASy there appears to be a discrepancy between the
way commercial property and residential property in Montana
is valued for taxation; and

WHEREASy plaintiffs in many lawsuits filed against the
State of HMontana sllege that these discrepancies result in

valuation disparities as high as 34%; and ﬁf

WKHEREASy the State Tax Appeal Board has détermined that
such discrepancies do exist and has recommended relief for
those taxpayers adversely affected; and

WHEREASe the Department of Revenua has not agreed with
plaintiffs that a sericus discrepancy exists and has
appealed Board determinations to the contrary; and

WHEREASs the Montana Supreme Court has agreed in
principle that there is an unconstitutional discrepancys but
does not agree that a 34% across—-the-board wmeasure of the

discrepancy is necessarily correct; and
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WHEREASs local government unitssy which depend upon
proparty tax revenues to provide government servicesy have
been unable to collect revenues from a great deal of
commercial property while this controversy continues and
have suffered financial hardship and have seen tax increment
financing programs and other needed 1Tocal government
activities jeopardized; and

WHEREASsy the 4T7th Legislature must address this issue
s0 as to assure that an equitable method for wvaluation of
commercial and residential property is achieveds to relieve
the taxpayers and the state of the burden of continued
Tawsuitsy and to settle the financial questions plagquing
taxpayers and local governments neither of whom have the use

of taxes paid under proteste.

NOWy THEREFOREs BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIYES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legistature constitute a select committee to
meet and recommend to the Legislature the best means to
achieve remediation of the problems recited above; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the committee consist of
two members of the Houses one from each political partys
appointed by the speaker; two members of the Senates one
from each political partys appointed by the Committee on

Committees; and the chairman of the Revenue Oversight
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Committee; and

8E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the chairman of the State
Tax Appeal Board-and the director of the Department of
Revenua are requested to serve as members of the committee;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDsy that the select comwmittee
submit its recommendations to the Legislature not later tham
the 50th legisiative day to allow for introduction and
consideration of legislation during this session; and.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that Joint Ruole 6-T7 is
suspended to allow introduction of such legislation as- may
be recommended by the committee.

-~End-
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HJR 0005702

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. S

INTRGDUCED BY FABREGAs NORMANs GODDOVERs HUENNEKENSs NORDTVEDT

A JOINT RESOLUFTION OF THE SENATE aND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA ESTABLISHING A
SELECT COMMITTEE TFO RESOLVE QUESTIONS ReLATING To THE
VALUATICN oF COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY FOR

TAXATION.

WHEREASs there appears to be a discrepancy between the
way commercial property and residential property in Montana
1s vatued for taxation;: and

WHEREASs plaintiffs in many lawswits filed against the
State of Montana allege that these discrepancies result in
valuation disparities as high as 34%; and

WHEREASs the State Tax Appeal Roard has determined that
such discrepancies do exist and has recommended relief for
those taxpayers adversely affected; and

WHEREASs the Department of Revenue has not agreed with
plainti1ffs that a serious discrepancy exists and has
appealed 3oard determinations to the contrary; and

WHERZASs the Montana Supreme Court has agreed in
principle that there S an unconstitutional discrepancys but
doas not agree that a 36% across-the-board measure of the

discrepancy is necessarily correct; and
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WHEREASs local government unitse which depend upon
property tax revenues to provide government servicess have
been wunable to <collect revenues from a great deal of
commercial property while this controversy continues and
have suffered financial hardship and have seen tax increment
fFinancimny programs and other needed local government
activities jeopardized; and

WHEREASy the 47th Legislature must address this i1ssue
SO0 as to assure that an equitable method for valuwation of
commercial and residential property is achieveds to relieve
the taxpayers and the state of the burden of continued
lawsuitss and to settle the financial questions plaguing
taxpayers ond local governments neither of whom have the use

of taxes paid under protest.

NOWs THEREFOREs BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
DF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Legistature constitute a select committee to
meet and recommend to the Legislature the best means to
achieve remediation of the problems recited above; and

BE [T FURTHER RESULVEDs that the committee <consist of
two members of the Houses one from each political partye
appointed by the speaker; two membars of the Senates one
from each political partys appointed dy the Committee on

Committees; and the chairman of the Revenue Oversight

-2- HJR 5
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Committee; and

B8E IT FURTHER RESJOLVEDs that the chairman of the State
Tax Appeal Board and the director of the Department of
Revenue are requested to serve as members of the committee;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESODLVEDs that the select committee
submit its recommendations to the tegislature not later than
the 50th legislative day to allow for introduction and
consideration of legislation during this session; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDs that Joint Rule 6-T7 is
suspended to allow introduction of such legislation as may
be recommended by the committees

-End-
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