
HOUSE BILL ~0. 84fi 

INTRODUCED 81 ASAY, OCHSNER, ROTH, DEVLIN, CONROY, .KEATING, 
McLANE, KEMMIS, CU.QTISS, SWITZER, UUENNBK!NS, ZABROCKI, GALT, 

GRAHAM 

BY Rf:f.}UEST OF THE DEPARTMENT Of t'~ATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 

March 17, 19tH 

1wt~trch !0, 19tH 

April 2, 1931 

~pri.l 3, 19En 

April 4, 1981 

April 6, 19tH 

IN THE ROOSJl: 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Appropriations. 

On motion rules were auspendod 
to allow bill to be transmitted 
on the 75th legislative day. 

Committfte recommend bill 
do Pf!SS aa amended. 
Report adopted. 

Bill prtnted 4nd placed on 
members;• desks. 

Dill rereferred to the 
5olect Comm1 t. tee ort ~ater. 

Transmittal dAto ~Kten~ed 
to the 76th ht(J1elat i ve rJay. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

On motion rules were suspended 
and bill placed on second 
reading this day. 

Second reading, do pass 
as amended. 

On motion rules were suspended 
an~ hill placed on third 
reading this day. 

Third readinq, passed. 
Ay•s, 95; Noes, o. 
Tr~nAmitt@~ to Senate. 



April 7.1 1981 

April 15, 1991 

April 17, HUll 

April 20, 1981 

IN THE SENATe 

By consent an6 motion bill 
allowed to be received and 
considered this session. 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Finance 
and Claims. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second rea~inq, concurred 
in. 

On motion rules suspended 
Bill placed on calendar for 
third reading thi5 day. 

Th .1 r(' rcuu~U nq, concu :rred 1 n. 
Ayes, 49J Noes, l. 

IN "fHR HOUSE 

Returned from Senate. 
Concurred in. Sent to 
enrollinq. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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HOUSE BILL 110. 846 -'_e,tcct<'! '"'""'."" ··tfi,&~. ·YJjt·J~ .. ~ 
O(l~g,__..,____ BY REQUEST OF .Jc. --<l;t-

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL JE~~ES ANO CONSERVATION 

,,~-r!Pr~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO 

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ANO CONSERVATION FOR THE 

~EHA6ILITATION OF THE TONGUE RIVER DAH AND TO APPROVE THE 

ISSUANCE OF STATE OF MONTANA COAL SEVERANCE TAX BONDS FOR A 

STATE-FEDERAL COST SHARE OF THE TONGUE RIVER DAM 

REHABILITATION CONSTRUCTION COSTS; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

WHEREAS• the Tongue River Oae is in a dangerously 

unsafe condition; a flood, which Is expected to occur once 

every 68 years, Is capable of washing out the present dd•; 

and the dam aleost failed during a flood that occurred in 

the ~prlng of 1978 and would have failed during a flood that 

occurred In 1923 had the da• been in place at that ti•el and 

WHEREAS• dam failure would result In devastating 

property daaage downstreae along the Tongue River and to the 

co .. unities of Birney and Ashland and •ight cause loss of 

life; and 

WHEREAS, an enlarged Tongue River reservoir that is 

federally funded and jointly ~anaqed by the Northern 
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LC 1#t3i>/Dl 

Cheyenne Tribe• the Departaent of Natural Resources and 

Conservation, and the federal governaent can provide a 

cost-effective .. ans of preserving all existing project 

benefits. provide water for future agricultural and tribal 

use, and provide sufficient water to facll I tate the 

negotiation of a co.pact between the Northern Cheyenne Tribe 

and the Reserved water Rights Coapact Coa.ission regarding 

tribal rights t:o water fr~ the Tongue River; and 

WHEREAS, a state cost share is essential In 

expeditiously securing the federal funds necessary to 

construct: a joint tribal-federal-state project. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Appropriation for rehabilitation of the 

Tongue River Da•• (1) There is appropriated to the 

departaent of natural resources and conservation for 

pursuing the option to rehabilitate the Tongue River o .. as 

reco ... nded in the depart .. nt of natural resources and 

conservation•s report to the legislature, •Tongue River oa• 

Project Su .. ary Report•: 

(a) froa the net earnings available for appropriation 

In the resource lnde.nity trust account. created by 

1S-38-201t the su• of S"Ot732 for the period beqlnning on 

t:he effective date of this act and ending June 30t 19~1; and 

(b) fro• t:he water developaent ear.arked account:• 

-2- T N T p 0 J u c E D B I L L 
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created by section 5• Senate Bill "t09• out of funds 

available under section 5(3)(b)e Senate Bill "t09, the su• of 

S395e331 for the bienniu• ending June 30, 1983· 

(2) The depart.ant shall: 

(a) •alntain the reservoir at the lowest level 

possible to meet existing water contracts until safety and 

other probleas with the dam are rec~lfied; 

(b) develop, l•ple .. nt1 and aaintaln an eeergency 

warning and downstreae evacuation syste• for residents 

living below the Tongue River Dam; 

(c) work with the Northern Cheyenne Tribe and the 

federal govern.ent to develop a jointly managed and funded 

project on the Tongue River that provides for a larger 

reservoir behind a safe da•J and 

(d) cooperate with the Northern Cheyenne Tribe and the 

reserved water rights coapact co .. ission, established in 

2-15-ZlZt to reach a negotiated settle8ent of the tribe•s 

water right in conjunction with a joint tribal-state 

rehabilitation of Tongue River Oa•· 
Section z. Authorization of state of Montana coal 

severance tax bonds for Tongue River Da• rehabilitation. (1) 

The board of exaainers Is hereby authoriJed to Issue up to 

SlO Gillian worth of state of Montana coal severance tax 

2~ bonds pursuant to sections 25 through "t"t of Senate Sill •o9 

25 for the state of Montana's share of the construction costs 

-3-
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of the Tongue River Da• rehabilitation as established In a 

joint sharing of project costs between the state, the 

federal governaent1 and the Northern Cheyenne Tribe. Thi5 

authorization Is contingent upon approval by the board of 

natural resources and conservation of a detailed project 

plan that Includes a resolution of Northern Cneyenne water 

right conflicts In tne Tongue River 8asin and upon the 

appropriation of federal funds to construct the project 

approved by the board of natural resources and conservation. 

(2) The state of Montana's share of any revenues fro• 

the rehabilitated Tongue Rivero .. is pledged first for the 

state of Montana's share of the operation and eaintenance 

costs of the rehabilitated Tongue River Da•• The excess, if 

any, of revenues over the operation and eaintenance costs is 

pledged and allocated to a special bond account, which shall 

be part of the sinking fund of the state treasury fund 

structure, for the benefit of the bonds approved by this 

section. The excess, If any, of revenues over debt service 

and operation and aaintenance costs Is allocated to the 

water developaent earaarked account. 

Section 3. Effective date. This act Is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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Approved by Comm. 
on Appropriations 

HOUSE Sill NO. 84b 

INTRODUCED BY ASAYo OCHSNERo ROTHo DEVliN, CONROY, 

KEATING, HclANEt KEMMISt CURTISS, SWITZERo 

HUENNEKENSo ZABROCKio GALTo GRAHAM 

BY REQUEST Of 

THE DEPARTMENT Of NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO 

THE DEPARTMENT Of NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION FOR THE 

REHABILITATION Of THE TONGUE RIVER DAM AND TO APPROVE THE 

ISSUANCE OF STATE OF MONTANA COAL SEVERANCE TAX BONOS FOR A 

STATE-FEDERAL COST SHARE OF THE TONGUE RIVER DAM 

REHABill TAT ION CONSTRUCTION COSTS; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE•" 

HHEREASt the Tongue Rive~ DamL_~f-QE_t~ERSIZEQ 

SPilLWAY, is in a dangerously unsafe condition> a floodo 

which is expected to occu~ once eve~y bB years, is capable 

of washing out the present dam; and the dam almost failed 

during a flood that occurred in the spring of 1976 and would 

have failed during a flood that occurred in 1923 had the dam 

been in place at that time; and 

WHEREAS, dam failure would result in devastating 

property damage downstream along the Tongue River and to the 

communities of Birney and Ashland and might cause loss of 

HB 0646/02 

1 ife; e~nd 

2 WHEREASo an enlarged Tongue River reservoir that is 

3 federally funded and jointly managed by the 'llorthern 

4 Cheyenne Tribeo the Department of Nature~! Resources and 

s Conservation, and the federal government can provide a 

6 cost-effective means of p~eserving all existing project 

1 benefits. provide water for future agricultural and tribal 

8 useo ~QE FOR THE PRESERVATION Of THE RECREATIONAL. ANO 

9 t!~~~-Yt~YESo and provide sufficient Mater to facilitate 

10 the negotiation of a c~mpact between the Northern Cheyenne 

11 Tribe and the Reserved Water Rights Compact COfimission 

12 regarding tribal rights to water from the Tongue River; and 

l3 WHEREAS, a state cost she~re is essential in 

14 expeditious I y securing the federal funds necessary to 

15 construct a joint tribal-federal-state project. 

16 

17 BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

lB Section 1. Appropriation for rehabilitation of the 

19 Tongue River Oa~. (11 There is app~opriated to the 

20 department of ne~tural resources and conservation for 

21 pursuing the option to rehabilitate the Tongue River Dam as 

22 recommended in the depe~rtment of ne~tural resources and 

23 conservation•s report to the legislature. •Tongue River Dam 

24 Project Summary Report": 

25 (aJ from the net earnings available for appropriation 

-2- HB 846 
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HB 0646/02 

in the ~@~uree--?ndeMfti~y--~~u~~--eeeeunty--e~eeted--by 

+5-36-~9+r ~EN~~.!:~_!!ESO~RC:E __!l!YELOPHENT _ _!ill!:!Q __ ~CCOUNT, 

~Y!QfQ__£Q~~ 15-35-106(21!~1~ the sum of S40o732 for the 

period beginning on the eff~tive date of this act and 

ending June 30o 1961; and 

lbt from the water 

created by section 5o 

development 

Senate Bill 

eannarlced account, 

409t out of funds 

available under section 5(3)(bto Senate Bill 409, the sum of 

S395o331 for the biennium ending June 30o 1983. 

(2t The department shall: 

(a) maintain the reservoir at the lowest level 

possible to meet existing water contracts until safety and 

other problems with the dam are rectified> 

(b) developo implement. and maintain an emergency 

warning and downstream evacuation system for residents 

living below the Tongue River Dam; 

(c) work with the Northern Cheyenne Tribe and the 

federal govern.ent to develop a jointly managed and funded 

project on the Tongue River that provides for a larger 

reservoir behind a safe dam> and 

(d) cooperate with ~ft@-Ne~the~n-~~eyenne-~~ibe-end the 

reserved water rights compact coamission, established in 

2-15-212, to reach a negotiated settlement of the tribe"s 

water right in conjunction with a JOint 

rehabilitation of Tongue River Oam. 
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HB 06't6/02 

Section 2. Authorization of state of Montana coal 

severance tax bonds for Tongue River Dam rehabil itation• (1) 

The board of examiners is hereby authorized to issue up to 

SlO million worth of state of Montana coal severance tax 

bonds pursuant to sections ~5 24 through 44 ~! of Senate 

Bill 409 for the state of Montana•s share of the 

construction costs of the Tongue River Dam rehdbilitation as 

established in a joint sharinq of project costs between the 

stateo the federal govern~nto and the Northern Cheyenne 

Tribe. This authorization is contingent upon kEf[SLATIV~ 

approval ~y-~e-be~~d-e~-natur~~~e§e~~ee~-~nd-een~ervdt~e~ 

of a detailed project plan APPROVED BY THE .SOARD OF NATURAl 

~ESQ~RC~i_-~~_fONiERVATION that includes a resolution of 

Northern Cheyenne water right conflicts in the Tongue River 

Basin and upon the appropriation of federal funds to 

construct the project approved by the board of natural 

resources and conservation ~Q_1EGlih!J~RE. 

(2) The state of Montana's share of any revenues from 

the rehabilitated Tongue River Oam is pledged first for the 

state of Montana's share of the operation and maintenance 

costs of the rehabilitated Tongue River Dam. The excess. if 

any, of revenues over the operation and maintenance costs is 

pledged and allocated to a special bond account• which shall 

be part of the sinking fund of the state treasury funo 

structure, for the benefit of the bonds approved by this 

-4- HB 846 



HB 0846/02 

section. The excess. if any, of revenues over debt service 

2 and operation and .aintenance costs is allocated to the 

3 water development earmarked account. 

4 Section 3. Effective date. This act is effect1ve on 

5 passage and approval. 

-End-

-5- HB 846 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 846 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY, OCHSNER, ROTHt DEVLIN, CONROY, 

KEATING, McLANE, KEMMISt CURTISS, SWITZER, 

HUENNEKENSt ZABROCKit GALT, GRAHAM 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO 

THE uEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION FOR THE 

REHABILITATION OF THE TONGUE RIVER DAM AND TO APPROVE THE 

ISSUANCE OF STATE OF MONTANA COAL SEVERANCE TAX BONOS FOR A 

STATE-FEDERAL COST SHARE OF THE 

REHABILITATION CONSTRUCT ION COSTS; 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

TONGUE 

AND 

RIVER DAM 

PROVIDING AN 

WHEREAS, the Tongue River DamL BECAUSE OF ~N UNDERSIZED 

SP111WAY, is in a dangerously unsafe condition; a flood. 

which is expected to occur once every 68 yearso is capable 

of washing out the present dam; and the dam alaost failed 

during a flood that occurred in the spring of 1978 and would 

ha~e failed during a flood that occurred in 1923 had the dam 

been in place at that time; and 

WHEREAS, da~ failure would result in devastating 

property damage downstream along the Tongue River and to the 

communities of Birney and Ashland and might cause loss of 
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H8 0846/03 

1 i fe; and 

WHEREAS, an enlarged Tongue River reservoir that is 

federally funded and jointly managed by the Northern 

Cheyenne Tribet the Depart-ant of Natural Resources and 

Conservation, and the federal govern.ent can provide a 

cost-effective means of preserving all existing project 

benefits, provide water for future agricultural and tribal 

useo PROVIDE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF TKE RECREATIONAL AND 

E~~£8!_~ALyEs. and provide sufficient water to facilitate 

the negotiation of a compact between the Northern Cheyenne 

Tribe and the Reserved Water Rights Compact Coa.ission 

regarding tribal rights to water from the Tongue Rive~; and 

WHEREAS, a state cost share is essential in 

expeditious 1 y securing the federal funds necessary to 

construct a joint tribal-federal-state project. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Appropriation for rehabilitation of the 

Tongue River Dam. Ill There is appropriated to the 

department of natural resources and conservation for 

pursuing the option to rehabilitate the Tongue River Dam as 

recommended in the depart•ent of natural resources and 

conservation's report to the legislature. •Tongue River Oa• 

Project Summary Report•: 

{a) from the net earnings available for appropriation 

-2- HB 8lt6 
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HB 05~6/03 

in the resewre~--tftd~t~y--~~~--eeee~~--ereaee• ar 

rSo-~&~9h· RENEWABLE RESOURCE OEVElOPHENT tlONO ACCOUN!II<oi\ 

PROV!DEO_EQ~_Q! ~!-H8:tft±~ 2.2=..?-102~ the SUIII of 

140,732 for the period beginning on the effective date of 

this act and ending ~une 30, 1981; and 

(b) froa the water developMent ear•arked account, 

created by section 5w Senate Bill lt09, out of funds 

available under section 5(3){bJo Senate Bill 409o the sum of 

S395o331 for the bienniua ending June 30o 1983. 

(2} The departMent shall: 

(at aaintain the reservoir at the 

possible to •eet existing water contracts until 

other probleMs with the dam are rectified; 

lowest level 

safety and 

(b) develop, illlpleaento and •aintain an emergency 

warning and downstreaM evacuation syste• for residents 

living below the Tongue River Oa•; 

{C) work with the Northern Cheyenne Tribe and the 

federal governMent to develop a jointly managed and funded 

project on the Tongue River that provides for a larger 

reservoir behind a safe da•; and 

(d) cooperate with ~-Neri:Mrft-Eheyenne-.Jriee--d the 

reserved water rights co.pact coa~~~issiono established in 

2-15-212o to reach a negotiated settlement of the tribe's 

water right in conjunction with a JOint 

rehabilitation of Tongue River Oa~~~. 
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HB 0846/03 

Section 2. AuthOrization of state of Montana coal 

severance tax bonds for Tongue River Da• rehabilitatton. ill 

!HE LEGISlATURE1_THROUGH T~£~CTHf~QF THIS SECTION ~!__! 

VOTs__Qf_THREE-fQY!!~1_1~l_Qf_THE_HEHBERS OF EACH HOUSE OF 

THE lEGISLATURE AS REOUIREO BY ARTIClE I!L~!~_Qt _ _!tlf 

~ON!ANA _ _10N~TI!UTIO&_APP!OPRUTE~- FROM THE SEVERANCE TAX 

.!m~Q SUBFUND__!ll "HONE!2!ECElSARY___£Q!L THE~ENT __ QL.2 !!! 

PRINCIP~l AND INTEREST NOT_!ROVIDEO FOR IN SUBSECTJON_l~l_Qf 

!HIS __ g_CTIQ!h__ THE LEGISUTVR~_!!:!!ill\JG!::LTHE ENACTMENT OF 

THIS SECTION BY A VOTE OF THREE-FOURTHS ~1-Qf THE MEMBERS 

OF EACH HOUSE OF THE LEGISLATUREL-I_NCORPORATE~!__!f££~ENCE 

SECTIONS 2~ THROUGH ~2 OF SENATE Bill 409 Al_f!RT Of~ 

APPROPRIATION AUTHORIZED BY THIS SECTION. 

ill THE lEGISLATURE! THROUGH THE ENACTHfNT OF THIS 

SEC!ION BY A TKG-THIROS VOTE OF THE HEMBERS OF EACH HOUSE OF 

THE lEGISlATUREp AUTHORIZES THE CR£ATION QF A STATE DE~~ 

A.N AMOUNT NOT TO ExtEEO_UO.-!!!J.llQ!! FOR THE _illVANC.E__Qf 

STA!E OF -~.!:HAN! COA!:_lllliANCE TAX BONDS AU.!!;!Q!IZEO~ THIS 

SECTION. 

t+tlJl The board of exa•iners is hereby authorized to 

issue up to 110 •illion worth of state of Montana codl 

severance tax bonds pursuant to sections ~§ ~i through ~~ 42 

of Senate Bill 409 for the state of Hontana•s share of the 

construction costs of the Tongue River Oa• rehabilitation as 

established in a joint sharing of project costs between the 

-~- HB 8 .. 6 



HB 084&/03 

1 stateo the federal government, and the Northern Cheyenne 

2 Tribe. This authorization is contingent upon lEGISLATIVE 

3 approval b~-~fte-boa~6-o~-n~b~~•-re~u~ees-e~eon~~•ot~on 

4 of a detailed project plan ~~BY THE BOARD OF NATURAL 

5 ~ESOURC~~ND __ CONSERVATION that includes a resolution of 

b Northern Cheyenne water right conflicts in the Tongue River 

1 Basin and upon the appropriation of federal funds to 

8 construct the project approved by the board of natural 

9 resources and conservation !NO lEGISLATURE. 

10 t~t~ The state of Montana's share of any revenues 

11 from the rehabilitated Tongue River Dam is pledged first for 

12 the state of Montana's share of the operation and 

13 maintenance costs of the rehabilitated Tongue River Oa•• The 

14 excess. if anyo of revenues over the operation and 

15 ~aintenance costs is pledged and allocated to a special bond 

1& accounto which shall be part of the sinking fund of the 

17 state treasury fund structure, for the benefit of the bonds 

18 approved by this section. The excesso if anyo of revenues 

19 over debt service and operation and .aintenance costs is 

20 allocated to the water develop.ent earmarked account. 

21 Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

ll pa~saqe and approval. 

-End-

-5- HB 84t. 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 846 

INTRODUCED BY ASAY• OCHSNER, ROTH, DEVLIN, COMROY, 

KEATING, McLANE, KEMMISt CURTISS, SWITZER, 

HUENNEKENSt ZABROCKI, GALTo GRAHAM 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO 

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION FOR THE 

REHABILITATION OF THE TONGUE RIVER DAM AND TO APPROVE THE 

ISSUANCE OF STATE OF MONTANA COAL SEVERANCE TAX BONOS FOR A 

STATE-FEDERAL COST SHARE OF THE TONGUE RIVER DAM 

REHABiliTATION CONSTRUCTION COSTS; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

WHEREASt the Tongue River Dam, BECAUSE OF AN UNDERSIZED 

i~hhWA!~ is in a dangerously unsafe condition; a flood• 

which is expected to occur once every 68 yearso is capable 

of washing out the present dam; and the dam al.ost failed 

during a flood that occurred in the spring of 1978 and would 

have failed during a flood that occurred in 1923 had the dam 

been in place at that time; and 

WHEREAS, dam failure would result in devastating 

property damage downstream along the Tongue River and to the 

communities of Birney and Ashland and might cause loss of 
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HB 0846/03 

life; and 

WHEREASo an enlarged Tongue River reservoir that is 

federally funded and jointly managed by the Northern 

Cheyenne Tribe, the Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation• and the federal government can provide a 

cost-effective means of preserving all existing project 

benefits. provide water for future agricultural and tribal 

useo PROVIDs __ fQ!__THE_f~ESERVATIO~ OF THE RECREATIONAL AND 

tiS~ERY_VALU~~ and provide sufficient water to facilitate 

the negotiation 

Tribe and the 

of a COMpact between the Northern Cheyenne 

Reserved Water Rights Compact Co.•ission 

regarding tribal rights to water from the Tongue River; and 

WHEREAS• a state cost share is essential in 

expeditiously securing the federal funds necessary to 

construct a joint tribal-federal-state project• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Appropriation for rehabilitation of the 

Tongue River Dam. (1) There is appropriated to the 

department of natural resources and conservation for 

pursuing the option to rehabilitate the Tongue River oam as 

recommended in the department of natural resources and 

conservation•s report to the legislature. •Tongue River Dam 

Project Su.aary Report•: 

(a) from the net earnings available for appropriation 

-2- HB 846 
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HB 081t6/03 

in the r~uree--~ftd~~y--~~~~--eee~--eree~d--by 

~s-3&~~ RENsWABLE __ ~ESOyRCE DEVELOPMENT BOND ACCOUN~ 

PROVIDED FO!!__!!'! !~=3§=!!!tlti§:t 90-.?;-102 (lth the sua of 

S40,732 for the period beginning on the effective date of 

this act and ending June 30• 1981; and 

(b) from the water develop•ent ear~tarked account• 

created by section 5• Senate Bill 409o out of funds 

available under section 5(3)(b)o Senate Bill lt09, the su• of 

S39So331 for the bienniu• ending June 30• 1983· 

(2) The depart~~ent shall: 

(a) •aintain the reservoir at the lowest level 

possible to meet existing water contracts until safety and 

other proble•s with the da• are rectified; 

(b) develop. i•ple~~ent. and •aintain an eaergency 

warning and downstrea• evacuation syste• for residents 

living below the Tongue River Da•; 

(c) work with the Northern Cheyenne Tribe and the 

federal govern~nt to develop a jointly eanaged and funded 

project on the Tongue River that provides for a larger 

reservoir behind a safe da11; and 

(d) cooperate with ~"e-Nor~rn-t"eyen~?r+be-eftd the 

reserved water rights c011pact co1111issiono established in 

2-15-212• to reach a negotiated settle~~ent of the tribe•s 

water right in conjunction with a JOint 

rehabilitation of Tongue River oaa. 
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Section 2. Authorization of state of ~ontana coal 

severance tax bonds for Tongue River Da• rehabi litation• ~ 

THE LEGISLATURE, THROUGH THE ENACTMENT OF THIS SECTION ~!__! 

VOTE OF THREE-FOURTHS (3/lt) OF_THE MEMBERS OF EACH HOUSE OF 

TH.LkEG!SLATURE_!UEQU!RED_!!L!RTICLE I!J. SECTION 5 OF THE 

MON!~NA CONSTITUTION, APPROPRIATE~---F~~_Jtlf_i~~NCE_l!! 

BONQ SUBFUNQ_l!l MONEY !'!ECESSARY FOR THE PAYMENT OF ANY 

fRI!'!CIPAL AND I!TERE1l_~OT PROVIDED FOR IN SUBSECTION (2~ 

!HI~~CTIO~~-~~__!~GISLATUREo THROUGH THE ENACTME~!_Qf 

TH!S SECTION BY A VOTE OF THREE-FOURTHS ~l_Qf THE MEMBERS 

OF EACH HOUSE OF THE lEGISLATURE, INCORPORATES BY REFERENCE 

~ECTIONS 24 THROUGH 42 OF SENATE BILL ~09 AS PART OF THE 

APPROPRIATION AUTHORIZED BY_THIS SEC~~ 

f2) THE LEGISLATURE, THROUGH THE ENACTMENT OF THIS 

SECTION BY A~~=ItllR~~-VOT~ OF THE MEMBERS OF E!CH HOUSE OF 

THE LEGISLATURE, AUTHORIZES THE CREATION OF A STATE DEBT IN 

~!L!HOUNT NO!_!.Q EXCEE!L!!Q__Milli.Q!L.-EQ!L_!!iL_ISSUANCE OF 

STA!~_QF MONTANA_COAL SEVERANCE TAX BONOS AUTHO!lZED BY_TH~ 

SECTION. 

t~tlll The board of exa•iners is hereby authorized to 

issue up to S10 ~illion worth of state of Montana coal 

severance tax bonds pursuant to sections r§ 11 through ~~ ~2 

of Senate Bill 409 for the state of Hontana•s share of the 

construction costs of the Tongue River Da• rehabilitation as 

established in a joint sharing of project costs between the 
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1 state, the federal government, and the Northern Cheyenne 

2 Tribe. This authorization is contingent upon LEGISlATIVE 

3 approval ey-~~·-&oe~o-e~-ne~a~l-r·~·a~e·~-eftd-een~~~·~t~ 

4 of a detailed project plan !PPROVEO BY THE SOARD OF NATURAL 

5 !flQURCE~~ CONSERVATION that includes a resolution of 

6 Northern Cheyenne water right conflicts in the Tongue River 

1 Basin and upon the appropriation of federal funds to 

8 construct the project approved by the board of natural 

9 resources and conservation !NO LEGISLATYRE. 

10 t~t~ The state of Montana's share of any revenues 

11 from the rehabilitated Tongue River Dam is pledged first for 

12 the state of Montana's share of the operation and 

13 maintenance costs of the rehabilitated Tongue River Dam. The 

14 excess. if any, of revenues over the operation and 

15 maintenance costs is pledged and allocated to a special bond 

16 accounto which shall be part of the sinking fund of the 

17 state treasury fund structure, for the benefit of the bonds 

18 approved by this section. The excess, if anyo of revenues 

19 over debt service and operation and aaintenance costs is 

20 allocated to the water development earmarked account. 

21 Section 3. Effective date. This act is effective on 

22 passage and approval. 

-End-
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