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i ‘\\1\- BILL NO. 771 uﬂm& 1 (3) The notice shall be published four times with a*
2 INTROBUCED BY __E m&ﬂf : E F4 least 5 days separating publicaticonss The first publicstion
3 ” 3 way De noc more than 28 days before the hearings 2nd the Tas+t
% A 3ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT AUTHORIZING MUNICIPAL 4 publication mnay be no less then 3 days before tha bhearinge
5 REGULATION OF PUBLIC UTILITIZS OWNED BY MUNICIPALITIES; 5 {%#)} The published nctice must contain:

6 PEMCVING AUTHORITY GF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OCVER & {3) the dates times and place 2f the hearingi

T UTILITIES UOWNELCs OPERATEDy AND REGULATED 2Y MUNICIPALITIESS 7 {t) a brief statement of the proposed action; and

S AMENDING SECTION 69-3-102y HCA; PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 3 {c} the address and telephone number of the person who
g SFFECTIVE DATE.™ 9 can be contacted for wore information about the hearinge
1o 1c {5} MNotice of each hearing must be mailedy first class
11 3F IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAMA:Z 11 postage prepzids to the Montana consumer counsela
12 NEW_SECTIUONa. Ssction le Municipal ragulatinne. A 12 MEW_SECTICNe Section 3. Ceonduct of municipal rate
iz municipality may racgulates fixe Ind chanje rates, chargess 13 hearinge {1) Al1 interested pPersonse associationss
i% and <¢lassifications for utility services to its inhabitants 14 corpcrationsy or companiess including the Montana consumer
is snd other persons served by wmunicipal ubility systemse 15 counsely may b2 gpresent at the hearing and may be
1o ratesy chargess and classifications shall %2 rzasonable and 16 represented by counseles
17 Justa 17 {2) The municipality shall be raprasentad by an
iz S _SECTIDONe Secticn 2. Municipal rate hearing - 13 attorney or by a person of the governing body*'s chcicea

19 notizz2e t1) If 'the governing body cof 2 municipality 19 {3) The hearing shall b= theld before the municipal
23 consicers it desiratle to fixe changss or reculate ratess 20 governing body and is not required to bz governed by common
21 charcgess or classifications imposad on its customerssy it 21 law or statutcry rules of svidencee
22 shall order a hearing to be held befors it 3t a time and 22 {4) The municipality and 3l1 persons specified in
25 place specifiede 23 subsaction {1} mey produce and examine witnesses and
24 12} Notice of the hearing snalt be published in 2 24 introduce avidence.
25 nawsnapery as provided in 7-1-4127T. 23 {5) (a) Any party may compel the attendance of
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witnessess and sulpoenas requiring attzandance shall be
issued by the aunicipal clTerk under the seal of the
municipalitys.

{b) Subpoenas duces tecum requiring the production of
books and papers shall be issued in a 1like manner upon
request.

{c) If a person fails to obey 3 subpoenas the party at
whose reguast the subpoena issued may petition the district
court for an order compelling +the attendance of the
disobedient witness cr the production of the bocks or papers
referrad to in the subpoens duces tecuds

(6} The hearing may be continued from time to tim2 by
the municipal governing bodye.

(T) At the conclusion of the hearinges 211 interested
parties must be allowed to make any arguments they consider
propere

{8) The w@municipal governing body shall issue its
decision within 30 days after the hearings and the decision
sha1l ke final 16 days after filing with the wmunicipal
clerke

NEW _SECTIDNe Section 4. Appealese (1) The decision may
be appealed to the district court of ths county in which the
municipality is Tocated by any party who appeared at the
hearings An  appeal shall be in accordance with the

provisions of Title 2+ chapter 4y part T 4dn any appeal
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therz s presumption in favor ¢f +the decision =«f th-
nunicipal governing bodye

{2} 0On appeals the record shall consist of ane Dbe
Timited to:

(e} all pleadingsy motionss and rulingss

(b} all evidence vreceived or considereds including >
stenographic record of oral preceedingsy which shell  be
transcribed for the convenience of the district court;

(c) a statewment of matters officially noticed;

(d} questions and offers of proof and objectians and
rulings thereon; and

{e) the decision of the municipal goeverning bHodye

{3) HWithin 20 days of the filing of +the apveals th=
appeé:=ling party shall request thz municinal governing body
to transmit the 2ntire record to the clerk of +the district
courts and the appealing party shall bear the expense of th=
transmissiony including the cocst of the transcription of the
stenographic recorae

NEY_SECTICNG Section 5« Temporary approvile The
municipal governing' bcdy may approve a3  rate increase
temporarily pending a heering on final! decision. If the
increzse is disallowad in the final decisions ths municinal
governing body shall order a rebate te 211 customers for the
amount collected under the temporary increase retroactive to

the dats of the temporary approvals An order of a2 municipal

~Lp=
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governing body approving or denying 2 ‘temporary rate
increase is an intermediate agency action within the meaning
of and subject to 2-4-T7Cl.

NEM _SECTIONe Secticon 6« Ko authority in pubtic
sarvica commissione The public service commission has no
power +to regulate or supervise the rates of any utility
ocwnads op2rateds and regulated by a municipality under the
orovisions of [ssctions 1 through £]e

3ection T« Section 69-3-102s MC2y is 3amended tc read:

i

"59-3-1C2e Supervision ang raguls*ian of cublic
utilitiess Fhe ZLxcepi as. provided in _[secticn 5Js the
commission is hercby invested with full pOwer of
suparvisicne regulatizcny and contrel of  such pudlic
utilitiess subject to tne vrovisiens of tnis chapter andg to
the exclusion of the jurisdictions regulztioney and centrol
of such utilities by any municipalitys towns or villageo."

Section Be CZffective dates This act is effactive on
passage an2 approvale

-End-
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