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47th legislature LC 1221/01 

1 HOUSE--; JIL~ ,0~ _2.48 

INTRGDIJCED oY~~k------z 

1 

2 

3 3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR SAFETY 4 

5 INSPECTIONS FOR MOTOR CARRIERS; PROVIDING FOR IMPLIED 5 

6 CONSENT TO INSPECTIONS BY MOTOR CARRIERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 6 

7 44-1-1005, 61-10-141o 69-12-201, AND 69-12-203, ~CA.• 7 

e 8 

<;' BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 9 

10 Section 1. Section 44-1-1005, MCA, is amended to r~ad: 10 

11 "44-1-1005. Enforcement of motor carriers• t+eenstn9 11 

12 law. A highway patrolman has the same authority to enforce 12 

13 provisions of the motor carriers' t+een~~nq law as tnat 13 

14 ~ranted the public service commission under 69-12-203. The 14 

15 division shall cooperate with the public service commission 15 

16 and the department of hi~hways to assure minimum duplication 16 

11 ana maximum coordination of enforcement effort•" 17 

18 Section z. Section 61-10-141, MCAo is amended to read: lll 

19 "bl-lC-141. Officers authorized to weigh vehicles and 19 

2u require removal of excessive loads. (1) A p2ace officer, ~0 

21 officer of the highway patrol, or employee of the department 21 

22 way ~ei3h any vehicle regulated by 61-10-1Cl through 22 

23 61-10-110, either by means of pcrtahle or stationary scales, 23 

24 and ~ay require that the vehicle be driven to the nearest 24 

25 scales if those scales are within 2 miles. That ~erson may 25 

LC 1221/01 

then require the driver to unload immediately that portion 

of the load necessary to decrease the weight of the vehicle 

to conform to the maximum allowable weights speci~ied in 

61-10-101 through 61-10-110. 

(2) Commodities and material unloaded as requirec by 

this section shall be cared for and removed from the highway 

right-of-way by the owner or operator of the vehicle at the 

risk of that owner or operator. The removal shall be within 

a reasonable time designated by the person who has campelled 

the unloading. 

(3) The department may estaolish 9 maintain 9 and 

operate weigh stations, either intermittently or on a 

continuous schedule, and may require vehicles, except 

passenger cars and pickup trucks under a,ooo pounds G.v.w., 

to enter for the purpose of weighing and inspection for 

compliance with all laws pertaining to their operation and 

safety requirements• 

(4) In addition to other enforcement duties assigned 

under this section, an employee of the department has the 

same authority to enforce provisions of the motor carriers• 

t+eens~ft~ law as that granted the public service commission 

under 69-12-203. This section does not relieve the public 

service commission from its responsibility as the lead 

agency as reQuired in 69-12-201 through 69-12-203 anc 

69-12-205. The commission, highway patrol, and the 
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department shall cooperate to assure w.inimum duplication and 

maximum coordination o£ en£orcement e£fort.• 

Section 3. Section 69-12-201, ~CAo is amended to read: 

•69-12-201. Supervision and regulation of motor 

carriers. (1) The commission is hereby vested with power and 

authority and it is hereby made its duty to: 

(a) supervise and regulate every motor carrier in this 

state; 

(b) fix, alter, regulate, and determine specific, 

just, reasonable, equal, nondiscriminatory, and su£ficient 

rates, fares, charges, and classi£ications for Class A and 

Class B ~otor carriers; 

(c) regulate the properties, facilities, operations, 

accounts, service, practices, affairs, and safety of 

operations of all motor carriers~~~--gf___wb~h___~ 

cogsjdeced to __z~ect jmgli~U1x-~ r~asocable sa~ 

jnSpPctjons of jts EQtoc yehjcles utllizg~furthgra~ 

Lt~busjness as a_motor cacrjer; 

(d) 

tariffs. 

and 

require the £iling of annual and other reports, 

schedules, or other data by such motor carriers; 

(e) supervise and regulate motor carriers in all 

matters affecting the relationship between such motor 

carriers and the traveling and shipping public. 

(2) The com~ission shall have power and authority by 

-3-
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general order or otherwise to prescribe rules in conformity 

with this chapter and applicable to any and all ~otor 

carriers. 

(3) The cor.mission also may 

reasonable maximum or minimum rates for 

fix 

the 

and determine 

operations of' 

any Class C motor carrier when the same are required fer the 

best interests of public transportation.• 

Section 4• Section 69-12-203, ~CAt is amended to read: 

"69-12-203. Supervisor of motor carriers. (1) The 

comffiission shall appoint a supe~visor cf motor carriers who 

shall have general responsibility to the commission for 

enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. The 

supervise~ shall be either an attorney admitted to practice 

law in ~ontana or a person qualified by at least 5 years of 

suitable experience and training in appropriate phases or 

the ~otor carrier industry. He shall serve at the pleasure 

of the commission and at an annu2l salary to be set by the 

commission. 

(2) The supervisor shall direct all enforce!!'ent 

activities in behalf of the commission, including the 

investigation and p~osecution of violations of this chapter, 

as amended, or the rules or orders prescribed thereunder by 

the commission. 

(3) The supervisor and whatever field inspectors may 

be employed by the co~mission to assist him sh~ll be deemed 

-4-
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1 peace officers for the purpose of making arrests in 

2 connection with violations of this chapter, as a~ended, and 

3 issuing summonses, accepting bail, and serving warrants of 

4 arrest. The supervisor and field inspectors are empowered to 

5 make reasonable inspections of cargoes carried by commercial 

6 motor vehicles, make reasonable_ safety jnspe~tiuo~__Qf 

7 ~u.l.iill-.JDgt,~-~~~UeiL.b-X-IIUl~L5;<lLr:iil!i...l. and 

8 require production of wanifestso bills of lading, leases, 

9 30d other documents relating to the cargo, driver, routing, 

lC or o><nership of such vehicles. The scope of the inspections 

11 is limited to the enforcement of the provisions of Title 69, 

12 chapter 12•" 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

INTRODUCED 

HOUSE ~48 

BY~ k 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR SAFETY 

INSPECTIONS FOR MOTOR CARRIERS; PROVIDING FOR IMPLIED 

CONSENT TO INSPECTIONS BY MOTOR CARRIERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

44-1-1005, 61-10-1~1, 69-12-201, AND 69-12-203, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1• Section ~-1-1005, HCA, Is amended to read: 

·~-1-1005. Enforcement of motor carriers• ++eefts+ftg 

law. A highway patrolman has the same authority to enforce 

provisions of the motor carriers• ++eeftsfftg law as that 

granted the public service commission under 69-12-203. The 

division shall cooperate with the public service commission 

and the department of highways to assure minimum duplication 

and maximum coordination of enforcement effort•• 

Section 2. Section 61-10-141t "CAt is amended to read: 

•61-10-141. Officers authorized to weigh vehicles and 

require removal of excessive loads. (1} A peace officer, 

officer of the highway patrol• or employee of the department 

may weigh any vehicle regulated by 61-10-101 through 

61-10-110 9 either by means of portable or stationary scales, 

and may require that the vehicle be driven to the nearest 

scales if those scales are within 2 miles. That person may 
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then require the driver to unload immediately that portion 

of the load necessary to decrease the weight of the vehicle 

to conform to the maximum allowable weights specified in 

61-10-101 through 61-1D-110. 

(2) co .. odities and 111aterial unloaded as required by 

this section shall be cared for and re.aved fro• the highway 

right-of-way by the owner or operator of the vehicle at the 

risk of that owner or operator. The reaoval shall be within 

a reasonable time designated by the person who has compelled 

the unloading. 

(3) The department May establish, maintain, and 

operate weigh stations, either intermittently or on a 

continuous schedule, and .ay require vehicles, except 

passenger cars and pickup trucks under 8tOOO pounds G.v .• w., 
to enter for the purpose of weighing and inspection for 

co.pllance with all laws pertaining to their operation and 

safety require•ents• 

{~) In addition to other enforcement duties assigned 

under this section, an employee of the department has the 

same authority to enforce provisions of the motor carriers' 

++e~~+ftg law as that granted the public service commission 

under 69-12-203. This section does not relieve the public 

service commission from its responsibility as the lead 

agency as required in 69-12-201 through 69-12-203 and 

69-12-205. The commission, highway patrol, and the 

_
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depart.ent shall cooperate to assure minimum duplication and 

maximum coordination of enforcement effort.• 

Section 3· Section 69-1Z-Z01, MCA, is amended to read: 

•69-1Z-Z01. Supervision and regulation of motor 

carriers. (1) The co .. lssion is hereby vested with power and 

authority and it is hereby 11ade its duty to: 

(a) supervise and regulate every motor carrier in this 

state; 

(b) fix, alter, regulate, and determine specific, 

just, reasonable, equal, nondiscriminatory, and sufficient 

rates, fares, charges, and classifications for Class A and 

Class B motor carriers; 

(c) regulate the properties, facilities, operations, 

accounts, service, practices, affairs, and safety of 

operations of all motor carriers~~ af w~i'b___~ 

'opsjdered to coosept jmp1iedly ta reasgnable sa{et~ 

iospe,tigas of its egtgc vehicles utilized jn fyrtberaoce gf 

its business as a •otor carrier; 

(d) require the filing of annual and other reportso 

tari ff!N schedul.es, or' other data by such motor carriers; 

and 

(e) supervise and regulate motor carriers in all 

natters affecting the relationship between such motor 

carriers and the traveling and shipping public. 

(ZJ The commission shall have power and authority by 
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general order or otherwise to prescribe rules in conformity 

with this chapter and applicable to any and all motor 

carriers. 

(3} The comllission also may 

reasonable maximum or mini.um rates for 

fix and determine 

the operations of 

any Class C motor carrier when the same are required for the 

best Interests of public transportation.• 

Section 4• Section 69-1Z-Z03, MCAo is amended to read: 

8 69-1Z-Z03. Supervisor of motor carriers. (1) The 

commission shall appoint a supervisor of motor carriers who 

shall have general responsibility to the commission for 

enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. The 

supervisor shall be either an attorney admitted to practice 

law in Montana or a person qualified by at least 5 years of 

suitable experience and training in appropriate phases of 

the zotor carrier industry. He shall serve at the pleasure 

of the commission and at an annual salary to be set by the 

commission. 

(2} The supervisor shall direct all enforcement 

activities in behalf of the commission, including the 

investigation and prosecution of violations of this chaptero 

as a~ended, or the rules or orders prescribed thereunder by 

the commission. 

{3) The supervisor and whatever field inspectors may 

be employed by the commission to assist him shall be deemed 

-It-
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1 peace officers for the purpose of making arrests In 

2 connection vith violations of this chapter, as amended, and 

3 issuing su .. onses, accepting bail• and serving varrants of 

~ arrest. The supervisor and field inspectors are empowered to 

5 make reasonable Inspections of cargoes carried by co~ercial 

6 motor vehicles• wake reasopable safety jnspectjgps gf 

1 commercjal egtor yebjcles utilized by mgtgc carriers~ and 

8 require production of manifests, bills of lading, leases, 

9 and other documents relating to the cargo, driver, routing, 

10 or ownership of such vehicles. The scope of the inspections 

11 is limited to the enforcement of the provisions of Title 69, 

12 chapter 12.• 

-End-

-5-
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INTRODUCED BY~~------

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR SAFETY 

INSPECTIONS FOR MOTOR CARRIERS; PROVIDING FOR I~PLIEO 

CONS=NT TO INSPECTIONS BY KOTOR CARRIERS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

44-1-1005, 61-10-141, 69-12-201, AND 69-12-203, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-1-1005, KCA, is amended to read: 

"44-1-1005. Enforcement of motor carriers• ++een~+n~ 

law. A highway patrolman has the same authority to enforce 

provisions of the motor carriers• ++een~+n~ law as tnat 

sranted the public service commission under 69-12-203. The 

division shall cooperate with the public service commission 

and the department of hi;hways to assure minimum duplication 

ana ~aximum coordination of enforcement effort.a 

Section 2. Section 61-10-141, riCA, is amended to re~d: 

"61-1C-141. Officers authorized to weigh vehicles anQ 

require removal of excessive loads. (1) A peace officer, 

officer of the highway patrol, or employee of the department 

~ay ~ei;h any vehicle regulated by 61-10-1~1 throuqh 

61-11-110, either by means of portable or st3tionary sc~les, 

and ~2y require that the vehicle be driven to the nearest 

scales if those scales are within 2 ~ilss. That person may 
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then require the driver to unload immediately that portion 

of the load necessary to decrease the weight of the vehicle 

to conform to the ~aximum allowable weights specified in 

61-10-101 through 61-10-110. 

12) Commodities and material unloaded as required by 

this section shall be cared for and removed from the highway 

right-of-way by the owner or operator of the vehicle at the 

risk of that owner or operator. The removal shall be within 

a reasonable time designated by the person who has compelled 

the unloading. 

(3) The department may establish, maintain, and 

operate weigh stations. either intermittently or on a 

continuous schedule, and may require vehicles, except 

passenger cars and pickup trucks under 8 9 000 pounds G.v.w., 

to enter for the purpose of weighing and inspection for 

compliance with all laws pertaining to their operation and 

safety requirements. 

(4) In addition to other enforcement duties assigned 

under this section, an employee of the department has the 

same authority to enforce provisions of the motor carriers• 

~+e*ft~+ft~ law as that granted the public service commission 

under 69-12-203. This section does not relieve the public 

service commission from its responsibility as the lead 

agency as required in 69-12-201 through 69-12-203 and 

69-12-205. The commission, highway patrol, and the 
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department shall cooperate to assure minimum duplication and 

maximum coordination of enforcement effort.• 

Section 3o Section 69-12-201 9 MCA, is amended to read: 

•69-12-201· Supervision and regulation of motor 

carriers. (1) The commission is hereby vested with power and 

authority and it is hereby made its duty to: 

(a) supervise and regulate every motor carrier in this 

state; 

(b) fixw alter, regulate, and determine specific, 

just, reasonable, equal, nondiscriminatory, and sufficient 

rates, fares, charges, and classifications for Class A and 

Class B ~otor carriers; 

(c) regulate the properties, facilities, operations, 

accounts, ser-vicew practices, affairs, and safety of 

operations of all motor carriers~~~--gf_~~b__~ 

consjdered to consent jmpJiodJx to reasonable safetx 

jnspectjons gf jts motor vehicles utilized jn furtbera~ 

Lt$ by$jness a$ ~ mgtgr carrjer; 

(d) require the filing of annual and other reports, 

tariffs, schedules, or other data by such motor carriers; 

and 

(e) supervise and regulate motor carriers in all 

matters affecting the relationship between such Eotor 

carriers and the traveling and shipping publico 

(2) The commission shall have power and authority by 

-3-
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general order or otherwise to prescribe rules in conformity 

with this chapter and applicable to any and all motor 

carriers. 

(3) The commission also may fix and determine 

reasonable maximum or minimum rates for the operations of 

any Class C motor carrier when the same are required for the 

best interests of public transportation.• 

Section 4• Section 69-12-203, ~CA, is amended to read: 

"69-12-203. Supervisor of motor carriers. (1) The 

com~ission shall appoint a supervisor of motor carriers who 

shall have general responsibility to the commission for 

enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. The 

supervisor shall be either an attorney admitted to practice 

Jaw in Montana or a person qualified by at least 5 years of 

suitable experience and training in appropriate phases of 

the ~otor carrier industry. He shall serve at the pleasure 

of the commission and at an annu~l salary to be set by the 

commission. 

(2) The supervisor shall direct all enforce111ent 

activities in behalf of the commission, including the 

investigation an~ prosecution of violations of this chapter, 

as amended, or the rules or orders prescribed thereunder by 

the commission. 

(3) The supervisor and whatever field inspectors may 

be employed by the commission to assist him shall be deemed 

-4-
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1 peace officers for the purpose of making arrests in 

2 connection with violations of this chapter, as amended, and 

3 issuing summonses, accepting bailt and serving warrants of 

4 arrest. The supervisor and field inspectors are empowered to 

5 make reasonable inspections of cargoes carried by commercial 

6 motor vehicles. make reasooable-~¥-~ectjoos --2! 

1 commercial motor yehjcles utjl!zed by mqtor carr~ and 

a require production of manifests, bills of lading, leases, 

9 and other documents relating to the cargo, driver, routing, 

10 or ownership of such vehicles. The scope of the inspections 

11 is limited to the enforcement of the provisions of Title 69, 

12 chapter 12.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 748 

INTRODUCED BY MEYERo HAZELBAKERo HARP 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: uAH ACT PROVIDING FOR 

INSPECTIONS FOR MOTOR CARRIERS; PROVIDING FOR 

CONSENT TO INSPECTIONS BY MOTOR CARRIERS; AMENDING 

SAFETY 

IMPLIED 

SECTIONS 

44-1-l005o 61-10-141• 69-1Z-20lo AND 69-12-203o HCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 44-1-1005, MCAo is amended to read: 

"44-1-1005. Enforce•ent of motor carriers• +*ee"~~"~ 

law. A highway patrolman has the same authority to enforce 

provisions of the notor carriers• ++een~*"~ law as that 

granted the public service commission under 69-12-203. The 

division shall cooperate with the public service commission 

and the department of highways to assure •inimum duplication 

and maximum coordination of enforcement effort.• 

Section 2. Section 61-lo-1~1. MCAo is aMended to read: 

"61-10-141. Officers authorized to weigh vehicles and 

require removal of excessive loads. (1) A peace officer, 

officer of the highway patrol. or employee of the department 

may weigh any vehicle regulated by 61-to-101 through 

6l-10-110o either by means of portable or stationary scales, 

and may require that the vehicle be driven to the nearest 

scales if those scales are ~ithin 2 miles. That per~on may 
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then require the driver to unload immediately that portion 

of the load necessary to decrease the weight of the vehicle 

to conform to the .aximum allowable weights specified in 

61-10-101 through 61-10-110. 

(21 Commodities and mate~ial unloaded as ~equi~ed by 

this section shall be ca~ed fo~ and ~e•oved fro• the highway 

right-of-way by the owner or operator of the vehicle at the 

risk of that owner o~ operato~. The re•oval shall be within 

a reasonable time designated by the person who has compelled 

the unloading. 

(3) The department may establisho 111a i ntain• and 

operate weigh stations. either intermittently o~ on a 

continuous scheduleo and •ay ~equire vehicles. except 

passenger cars and pickup trucks under s.ooo pounds G.v.w •• 

to enter for the purpose of weighing and inspection for 

compliance with all laws pertaining to thei~ operation and 

safety require.ents. 

(4) In addition to other enforcement duties assigned 

under this sectiono an employee of the departeent has the 

same authority to enforce provisions of the .otor car~iers• 

+~e"~t"~ law as that granted the public service com•ission 

under 69-12-203. This section does not relieve the public 

service commission from its responsibility as the lead 

agency as required in 69-12-201 through 69-12-203 and 

&9-12-205. The commission, highway patrol, and the 

-z- HB 748 
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department shall cooperate to assure minimum duplication and 

maximum coordination of enforcement effort." 

Section 3. Section 69-12-201o NCAo is a-ended to read: 

"69-12-201. Supervision and regulation of motor 

carriers. (1) The commission is hereby vested with power and 

authority and it is hereby made its duty to: 

(a) supervise and regulate every motor carrier in this 

state; 

(b) fixo altero regulate. and determine specific, 

just, reasonable, equal, nondiscriminatory, and sufficient 

rates, fares, charges, and classifications for Class A and 

Class B motor carriers; 

(c) regulate the properties, facilities, operations, 

account so service, practices, affairs, and safety of 

operations of all motor carriersz__~ach of which is 

~}.id~r:ed __ to __ _sgnsen!__i!!Rliedl y to reaso!!able safety 

i nsQ~!i.!!!!}._Q.f__ its motor._~!:! icl es uti 1 i zed in furtherance of 

il}._Q~}.i~l~-~~.!!!.!!r:_carr:ier; 

(d) require the filing of annual and other reports, 

tariffs, schedules, or other data by such ~tor carriers; 

and 

(e) supervise and regulate motor carriers in all 

matters affecting the relationship between such motor 

carriers and the traveling and shipping public. 

(21 The commission shall have power and authority by 

-3- H9 748 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

q 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

l1 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0748/02 

general order or otherwise to prescribe rules in conformity 

with this chapter and applicable to any and all motor 

carriers. 

(3 1 fhe co111111assion also may fix and determine 

reasonable maximum or manimum rates for the operations of 

any Class C motor carrier when the same are required for the 

best interests of publtc transportation.• 

Section 4• Section 69-12-203, NCAo is a~nded to read: 

•69-12-203. Supervisor of MOtor carriers. I 11 The 

commission shall appoint a supervisor of motor carriers who 

shall have general responsibility to the commission for 

enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. The 

supervisor shall be either an attorney admitted to practice 

law in Nontana or a person qualified by at least 5 years of 

suitable e~perience and training in appropriate phases of 

the motor carrier industry. He shall serve at the pleasure 

of the commission and at an annual salary to be set by the 

co~mission. 

(l) The supervisor shall direct all enforcement 

activities in behalf of the commission, including the 

investigation and prosecution of violations of this chapter, 

as amended, or the rules or orders prescribed thereunder by 

the commission. 

(3) The supervisor and whatever field inspectors may 

be employed by the commission to assist him shall be deemed 
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peace officers for the purpose of making arrests 1n 

Z connection with violations of this chaptero as amended, and 

3 issuing sum~onses, accepting bail, and serving warrants of 

4 arrest. The supervisor and field inspectors are e~powered to 

5 make reasonable inspections of cargoes carried by com~rcial 

6 motor vehicles~-~~--~~onab~~ll__ins~ectio~ _ __Qf 

7 £01111!!~:£i~mot~hi £1 es _!:!lllli!~!2L£arr i er S,! and 

8 require production of manifests, bills of lading, leases, 

9 and other documents relating to the cargo• drivero routing. 

10 or o•nership of such vehicles. The scope of the inspections 

11 is limited to the enforce.ent of the provisions of Tatle 69, 

12 chapter 12.• 

-End-
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