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INTRODUCED BY 

HOUSE BILL NO• ~ 

~NCE~ [l ale 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

AVAILABILITY OF PUBLIC FINANCING TO STATE, JUDICIAL, AND 

LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES AND TO PROVIDE THAT CANDIDATES WHO 

ELECT TO RECEIVE PUBLIC FINANCING SHALL BE SUBJECT TO 

CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURE LIMITATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-37-302 THROUGH 13-37-305 AND 13-37-307, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1• Section 13-37-302, MCA, is amended tQ read: 

•13-37-302. Definitions. As used in this part, unless 

the context requires otherwise, the following definitions 

apply: 

(1) •Fund" IIK!ans the election campaign fund 

established in 13-37-30~. 

(2) ·~e++~e+ MaJor pglltical party• Is a party whose 

cRndidate for governor In the +e~t ~xt preced~ general 

election received 5' or more of the total votes cast for 

that office as verified by the secretary of state. 

(3) •Department• means the department of revenue 

provided for in Title z, chapter 15, part 13. 

(4) •candidate• means an Individual who has been 

nominated by am~ political party for election to ~he a 
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LC 0382/01 

~ office of--~¥e•nor-++e~~enone--~o¥e¥no~ or has been 

nominated in the nonpartisan primary election for the office 

of chief justice or justice of the supreme court in this 

state. 

.(..ll_ •!:!ioor pa[tlf candldAte!-~~--~.w..da~ 

ogmlnated by a pgljtjcal pa(ty tna~ecwived not mQt~ than 

2L...2L~~~aL yates cast fo( goyernQL.-<U;__t,be_next 

(61 "Independent candjdate" means a candidate who is 

DQt_a_minQL_oaL1y tandidate and VbQ Is o~illated ~itb a 

ma~lltital paitY• 

t5tLll •Individual" means a natural person.• 

Section z. Section 13-37-303, MCA, Is amended to read: 

"13-37-303. eono~+on Contribution to fund by taxpayer. 

(1) An individual whose withheld income tax or payment of 

~:timated tax exceeds by more than $1 his income tax 

liability for the taxable year may ~onete-•r-~o-be-pe+~ 

~nate whether he wjsbes to baye Sl from tax tiitbbe]~ or 

pal~~~~ to the fund. In the case of a joint return, 

as provided in 15-30-142• of a husband and wife havtn~-en 

~~ income tax oye~rey~en~-e~-def+nee-+n-%5-36-%~9--ef ~L 

ll.~~-~j;~__j;<llf. ~xce<>gs by more tbao S2 e¥-mo¥e 

lo~m~a-lia~y, each spouse may denoee--*T--&e--po+d 

~ate jndjyjdua]]y W~(_ba_gr she wjsbes to bayg Sl 

tLaD~~d to the fund. 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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(2) An individual with an unpaid tax liability may at 

the time of payment donate an extra S1 to be paid to the 

fund. 

(3) The department shall provide a p+e~ bpx or. In 

the case Q!__a__Jgint retuLn£-t~axe~ on the face of the 

blank form of return• provided for in 15-30-1~~. where an 

individual or iodjyjd~ may·me~e ~lgna~ the eenet+eft§ 

tea~ provided for In subsections (1) and (2)• The form 

shall adequately explain the Individual's option to eonete 

tLan~ $1 to the fund 

correspgoding__tQ__tbe_ box or boxes. tb~~Ltme~ll 

~de an explanatory statement that~ mooex designated 

to be transferred by _tbe__tijxpay§r will be jssued to 

~djdates who request fuDd$_{Lgm_~uD!lc campaign fund 

and wh o agree to abide by campa· •go expepditure J" • • tmatatto~.· 

Section 3. Section 13-37-30-4• MCA• is amended to read: 

"13-37-304• Public campaign fund. {1) There is a 

public campaign fund within the earmarked revenue fund 

provided for in 11-2-102. 

(2) All money designated under 13-37-303 shall be 

deposited in the fund. 

(3) (a) Ff¥e ~ months before the general election 

in the election yearr money in the fund shall be paid over 

In equal amounts h¥ tbe department to all eligible 

candidates for the designated political office according to 

-3-
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the percentages in (3)(b)• The money shall be spent only for 

the legltl~ate campaign expense~ expenditures o£ th~ 

candidates and apy YD$pe0 t__maney_ as of dissolyt!on_gf_g 

~ate's campaign committee must be remjtted tu__tne 

~g .. ;;u:u.eot.• 

{b) The money shall be distributed in the following 

percentages: 

(i) campaign for o~f+ee offjcea of governor-lieutenant 

go~ernory 56• ~i 

(ii) campaigns for offices of chief justice and justice 

of the supreme court. 5e• IZ; eqas+~y--e++oe~~ed--~o--eeen 

e+~~~h+e-eempefgn-~aftd~ 

Lill) campaigp foe office of attorney generals 3%; 

(IV) campa!gp for offjce pf secretary of state.~ 

(v) campaign for office of state ayd!t0 ro 31: 

(Vi) campajgn_-fgL--Pf~ __ gL state auperjotendeot of 

Qllblll-io~~~ 

(¥ill campalgp tor offl'& of publi' service 

comMjssionec, 1~ 

LVLiil~RQLgp_fpr office of district cgyLt._jydgew 51: 

(iXI campajgp for offices of state leglalator• 42.~1· 

t+t--~hree-~hs-befere -~e--genere+--e+ee~n--~"--e 

ge"eref-efee~+en-yee?-ehe-reae+nder-cf-eny-meney-+n-~he-fUnd 

she++--be-rem~~d-~c~e-~eesarer-o~-eeen-eend+de~e-+n-the 

seme-proper~n-as-pre¥+ded-+n-subseet+e"-t~ttht• 

-"t-
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!41 •Mjngr part¥• and •independent• candidates ~ball 

ajor party candidates jf the¥ . e the same ampunts as m 

~ f registered elector~ ·goatyres o t•tion bgar!og Sl nent a PL 1 
• be 

IlL cast for the office _jn__t. ; f the total yotes equal to 15 o 

oext precediog ggoeral elect!gna• 

UEH SECTION& Section 4• Limits on campaign 

expenditures. In the year in Nhich an election is held for 

an office sought by a candidatet no expenditures may be made 

by the candidate or the principal campaign committee of that 

candidate or other~ise on b£half of that candidate which 

result in an aggregate amount in excess of the following 

amounts: 

(a) for governor and lieutenant governor, running 

together, S300,000; 

(~) for chief justice or justice of the supreme courtt 

$30,000; 

(c) for attorney general, $48,000; 

(d) for secretary of state, S46tOOO 

(e) for state auditor, $48,000 

{f) for state superintendent of public instruction, 

$46,000; 

(g) for public service commissioner, S6tOOO; 

(h} for district court judqe, S3,000; and 

(i) for state legislator, $3,000. 

Section 5. Section 13-37-305 9 ~CAt is amended to read: 

-5-
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•13-37-305• Reco~ds to be kept-- availability. (1) 

The treasu~er of each majgL political party 

'3mpaigo ~ogr party candidate campajgn shall maintain a 

complete record of all disbursements of funds received by 

hi• under 13-37-304 and used for the candidate's campaign 

expenses plus receipts or other evidence of each expense. 

{2) The record shall be available for inspection by 

anyone at any reasonable time. A copy shall be deposited in 

the office of the secretary of state by December 31 of each 

general election year." 

Section 6. Section 13-37-307, HCA~ is amended to read: 

•13-37-307. Application to receive money==~~ 

==-~~latiQO -- return of mo~¥· Lll All candidates who 

wish to receive aoney from the fund must notify the 

department on a form prescribed and supplied by the 

d~partment. ~_a~uglLLQo of receivin~monex• caodjdatgs 

must also present to the department a co~_aL_tbe agreement 

specified__l~ubsectjon l2)!al signed-b¥ the commissiQDeL 

w;~!U1_fw:_lj),-l.J.=J.I::l.QZ. Acceptance of money from the fund 

is voluntary. 

(21 As a cgndition of receipt of anx mooe¥ frgm tbe 

oublic_~ampaigo fuod• a can~date shall agree b¥ statlng_lo 

:~ttit. i LHJ to t.be J:OBIIII.illl.Qo~.t-~lat..o. 

1al- expenditures thg can~at§_m~D-b~o aodto~ 

made by hjs~oaign or expenditures tbe candidate app~QYeS 

-6- J /!:;) 
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1 to be made on his behalf will not ~~ expendjture 

2 limits set fgrth jn (section 4Ji and 

3 (b) he wjll not accept coptrjbutlous_~__lD--the 

4 agSjregate exceed tbe difference between the amguot tha~ 

5 ~!date max legally expend yoder £sectjgo i] and the 

6 awoynt be rece!yes from the pybljc campaign tuaaa 

7 t3J For pyrposes gf sybsectloo f2J, _tbe perjgd gL 

8 ~greewent_begios on Janyary 1 of ~~LQn_year or -XLtb 

9 ~-declaratjgn-foc-DOminatjgn-YQdeL-lJ=lQ=ZOl or 13-1~ 

10 or tbe petjtjon fgr noajoatigo_ynger 13-1Q--'Q4• wbjcbeyer 

11 occurs Jaterr AQd__ends wjtb tbe djssglytLoo of the 

12 ~djdate•s campaign committee• 

13 (4) An¥ agreement entered into with the cgmmjssjgner 

14 under sybsectjpn (2) shall be available fpr__lospectjon__Q¥ 

15 any one at agy reasgnable time• 

16 Lll--A-~lll1U1~~caoce1 bi.:o~.2Jii!UU._at._;my_tiJ~W 

17 untll-~ daxs afteL__t~--RLlmary e]ectjon. ~aodjdate 

18 ~celing his agreement shall sg desjgoate lo_a-ML~ 

19 ~ement to the commjsslgner. Ibe capcellatigQ stateseot 

20 sball.be ayailable fpr pyb]ic inspectioo.• 

2i. .. Section lo Codification Instruction. Section 4 is 

22 intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 13t 

23 chapter 379 part 3 9 and the provisions of Title 13• chapter 

24 37, part 3 apply to section 4e 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 315::.81_ __ _ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form B[)·/5 

In compliance with a written request received February -1.6. ________ , 19 ..8..1..-.- , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for l_l9!J.S.E .J?I!:-_1: .. ??~~---·---------- pursuant to' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCAl. 

Backyround information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION 

An act to provide for the availability of public financing to state, judicial 
and legislative candidates who elect to receive public 

~ financing shall be subject to campaign expenditure limitations. 

ASSUMPTION 

It is assumed that this proposal will not alter the current process of collection. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Approximately $6,000 should accrue to the Public Campaign Fund each calendar year. 
The Commission of Campaign Finances and Practices will require $200 in FY83 for printing 
agreement forms for candidates. 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

~::~~e of I7!_g~?~r:.r1::~~nning 


