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1 
HOUSE Bill NO. 719 

z INTRODUCED BY ~~;------------------~-------------

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE 

5 OEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS TO ISSUt P~RMITS FO? 

0 THl TAKING AND HOLOIN& OF RAPTG~S FGR CAPTIVE ~REEOI~G 

1 P1l!lJCCTS; AMEN'JHIG SECTIO.'>IS 87-5-204 AND 87-5-206, MCA." 

8 

9 B~ IT ENACTED SY THE LfGISLATURt OF THE STATE Or MONTANA: 

lC s~cticn 1. Section 87-5-204• MC4, is amended to read: 

11 "87-5-20•• License and rules for falconry. (1) The 

12 d~partment ffiay adopt specific rules for the keeping of 

l:i rtcor~s and for the trappin:;, taking, possession, 

1• ~~QR~Cll£ or traininq of raptors used in the practice of 

f:..1.:...·.Jt.ry drld ir:ly .authorize the i ssu:H1.C<-" of 1 ice-ns2s t .. ~ 

16 cer~~ns for th8 pr~ctice of falconry. It is unlawful for ~ny 

11 oarson to possess a raptor or tc train a raptor in the 

lS uractice of falconry without a license. 

1~ (2) The fee for a falconry license is $3 a year or any 

20 p3rt of a year. A license expires April 30 each year. 

21 (3) A license may not be issued to a ~erson under th~ 

22 age 3f 12 y~ars. 

23 ( 4) Licensees shall have in possession a V"llid 

24 felconer's license when engaged in the practice of falconry. 

2:: In ~ddition, falconers loosing raptors at game birds shall 
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have in possession a Vdlid resid~nt or nonresident game bird 

l'icense. 

(5) Falconry 1 icenses or permits are not transferabh· 

and may be revoked for due cause at any time ~·. th<> 

department." 

Section 2. Section 87-5-206, ~CAt is amended to read: 

"87-5-206. Restrictions on taking, possessing, 

~~~~tiug£ and selliny raptors. (1) A licensee may not at 

any time possess more than three raptors, including those 

that have ~een i~ported. 

(2) licensc~s may take raptors as young or fledglings 

from nest5 (unless specifically prohibited by department 

rules) or by trap~ or nets which are humane in their 

operation and use. Not "ore than one young may be taken from 

one nest by a permittee or permittees, and at least one 

young must be left in the nest. The department may close an 

area of the state to the taking of raptors at any time or 

designate other raptors which may not be taken. This 

subsection does not permit the removal of raptors in any 

national or state refuge or park or in any area in which 

local laws mat prohibit that activity. Trapping raptors is 

permitted only between September 1 and February 1. 

J..U_J.IJ~~J:~-JIUVt_l.U1Hl-l2~LIIlil.L_fi!J: __ ~__t.als.i~ 

gllQ_.IJ21ULllQ-~LaUtQ~£QL_kg~~~ti~~ing-RLQl~ 

t3t.L!tl A licensee may not transfer ownership or 
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1 poss~ssion of a raptor taken or possessed under the 

2 provisions of this part without notifying the department 

3 within 10 days after the date of transfer. 

4 ~tLSl A person may not sell or offer for sale ~ontana 

5 raptors in this state. A person may not transport raptors 

6 out of the state except by permit issued by the departwent." 

-End-
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