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A 81Ll FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CLARIFY THE 

PROVISIONS CONCERNI1~G EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTIONS ANu PAYr1ENT OF 

SERVICEt DISABILITY, ANC SURVIVO~SHIP P~NSIONS TL FJLL- ANC 

PART-PAID FIREFIGHTERS ~HG ARE MEMBERS OF FIRE DEPARTMENT 

RELIEF ASSOCIATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 19-11-501, 1Q-11-602t 

19-11-604, AND 19-11-605, MCA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF KONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 19-11-501, MCA, is amended to r~ad: 

"19-11-501. Contributions to fund. The disability and 

pension fund shall consist of: 

(l) all bequests, fees, gifts, emoluments, donations, 

or money from ether sources given or paid to the fund, 

except as otherwise designated by the donor; 

(2) a monthly fee which shall be paid into the fund by 

each full=paid e~--~e~~-,e+e ~ember of the association 

amounting to 6% of the member's regular monthly salary ~oa~ 

~l.tlll~e.t.l.l£_f~-:ltlllJ;;~tlilJ.Lll.s:-2Q.ia__.inU-.-1l:ul-.-£l.!!lJl __ b..):_~h 

l.!aC.:t.:=l.!au_lll£lllQ5u:--D.£_1tl~.s.~.c;Ll.t.iml_am.QJJ.DliJ:W_tlLfl%_Q.f_t..tll: 

lii.UlllWli:~U.<!Lll~~L.JliWI.:i i 

(3) the oroceeds of the tax levy proviried for in 

19-11-503 and 19-11-50~; 
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LC 2340/01 

(4) all moneys received from the state, including 

those provided for in 19-11-512; and 

(5) all interest and other income earned from the 

investment of the fund." 

Section 2. Section 19-11-602, MCA, is a~ended to read: 

"19-11-602. Service pension. (1) Each association 

shall pay 9 out of its disability and pension fund, a service 

pension to each of its members who elects to retire from 

active service after having completed 20 years or more of 

active duty and has reached the age of 50 years as a fully 

paid member of a paid or partly paid and partly volunteer 

fire department of the city or town in which the association 

was formed. The pension shall be equal to one-half of the 

sum last received by the member as a monthly compensation, 

excluding overtime and payments in lieu of sick leave and 

annual leave, for his services as an active member of the 

fire department. 

(2) Effective July lt 1974• a member who completes 20 

years of service ~nd elects to serve additional years shall 

receive the pension proviaed for in subsection (1) increased 

at the rate of 1% per year for each additional year of 

service completed, up to a maximum of 60% of the sum last 

received by the member as a monthly compens~tion, excluding 

overtime and ~ayrnents in lieu of sick leave and annual 

leave 9 for his services as an active member of the fire 
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department. No member is eligible to receive a service 

pension prior to attaining the age of 50 years. 

(3) The monthly pension paid to membe~~ .a_-fllll~ 

fiLefl~ retiring 

least one-half the 

on or after July 1, 1973, must be at 

regular monthly salary• excluding 

overtime and payments in lieu of sick leave and annual 

leave, paid to a confirmed active firefighter of that city, 

as provided each year in the budget of that city. The 

monthly pension paid to a member ~.alg _ _flL~~eL 

retiring prior to July lt 1974, must be at least $200. In 

the case of ~~.aLd-QL volunteer firefighters, the pension 

may not exceed $100 a month. 

(4) As of July 1, 1977, a 

fiu~~ is not eligible 

under this section unless he 

member !Yll=_gr__Qac1=Q.<~Ld 

to receive a service pension 

is making a menot+t+y 

contribution to the disability and pension fund, as required 

by 19-11-501, and is on active duty as a fu++y-~e+e member 

of a fire department when he reaches the age of 50 years. 

(5) A member of a pure volunteer fire department who 

has served 20 years or more as an active member of the fire 

department is entitled to the benefits provided for in this 

chapter regardless of his age. A member of a pure volunteer 

fire department who has completed 10 years• service as an 

active member of the fire department but who Is prevented 

from completing 20 years• service by dissolution or 
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discontinuance of his volunteer fire department, personal 

relocation due to transfer or loss of employment, p~rsonal 

disability, or any other factor beyond his reasonaole 

control may nevertheless qualify for a partial or reducec 

pension in an amount and to the ext~nt d~termined by the 

board of trustees of the association, regardless of his 

age.n 

Section 3. Section 19-11-604, MCA, is aruended to read: 

"19-11-604. Disability pension. (1) Each association 

shall pay a disability pension, out of its disability ano 

pension fund, tc each of its ~embers who has become disabled 

by reason of sickness or injury. The pension uaid to~ 

fu~l2-firefjght~ shall be equal to one-half of the suw. 

last received by the member as a monthly compensation, 

excluding overtime and payments in lieu of sick leave and 

annudl leave, for his services to the fire dep~rtment of the 

city or town in which the association ~as formed. 

(2) Effective July 1r 1974• a member who complet~s lC 

years of service and elects to serve additional years sh~ll 

receive the pension provided for in subsection (1) increaseo 

at the rate of 1% per year for each additional year of 

service completed, up to a maximum of 60% of the sum last 

received by the member as a monthly compensation~ excluding 

overtime and payments in lieu of sick leave and annual 

leave, for his services as an active member of the fire 
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department. 

(3) The monthly pension paid to memb~~~ ~-ful~ 

fiL~~~ retiring on or after July 1, 1973, must be at 

least one-half the regular monthly salary paid to a 

confir~ed active firefighter of that city, as provided each 

ye~r in the budget of that city. The ~onthly p~nslon paid to 

a m~m~~r full=~fl~fl~ retiring prior to July 1, 

1974, must be at least $200. In the case of gart-palQ_QL 

volunteer firefighters, the cisability pension may not 

exceed $75 a month." 

Section 4• Section 19-11-605, ~CA, is amended to read: 

"19-11-605. Pensions to survivinq spouses <>nd 

chi 1 dren. (1) Each association shall pay, out of its 

disability and pension fund, a monthly pensiop to t~e 

surviving spouse or children of a deceased member cf the 

association who on the date of his death was an active 

member of the fire department in the city or town in which 

the association was formed, who nad elected to retire fror 

active s~rvice in the fire departrent and receive E service 

p~nsion as proviaea fer by 19-11-6D2, or who, prier to 

1eilt~, h~d suffered 2 sickness or injury and was receivin~ 

or W3S qualified to receive a disability pension as prcvioec 

by 19-11-£<:4• Th€ pens ion 2S!..LL1~L..tb5:-~:l£ill.lDS-~.QU!i~-2L 

~lliiL!llLilf __ g_ __ f.ull=ll-'111--f.lL~fl.!Wllr: s h.1ll be e qua 1 to 

on?-~ al f of the last month's salary received as a monthly 
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compensation, excluding overtime and payments in 1 i eu of 

sick leave and annual leave, by the deceased member for 

services rendered as an active .member of the fire department 

in the city or town in which the association was formed. 

(2) Effective July 1, 1974, if the deceased member had 

serve completed 20 years of service and had elected to 

additional years, the oension provided for in subsection (1} 

shall be increased at the rate of 1% per year for each 

additional year of servic~ completed, up to a maximum of 60% 

of the last month's salary received as a monthly 

compensation, excluding overtime and payments in lieu of 

sick leave and annual leave 1 by the deceased member for his 

services as an active member of the fire department. 

(3) The monthly pension paid to the survivin~ spouse 

or children of an active memb~~ full~Sl.id fir:efjgh~ who 

dies after July 1, 1973, or an active membe~ Lui~ 

fiL~fl~~ who elects to retire after July 1, 1973, must be 

at least one-half the regular monthly salary paid to a 

confirmed active firefighter of that city, as provided each 

year in the budget of t~at city. The monthly pension paid to 

the surviving spouse or children of an active memh~~ 

~ll~ala_flLefigbt~.r who died prior to July 1, 1974, or who 

elected to retire before July 1, 1974, must be at least 

$200. In the case of part-paid--2.[ volunteer firefighters, 

the pension may not exceed $75 per month. 
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1 (4) A pension may be paid to the surviving spouse only 

2 so long as such spouse remains unmarried. A surviving spouse 

3 is not entitled to a pension under this section if the 

4 marriage was entered into after the fir~fighter had elected 

5 to retire from active service and had begun to receive a 

6 service pension as provided for by 19-ll-602 or if the 

7 marriage was entered into after the firefighter had 

8 qualified for and had begun to receive a disability pension 

9 as provided for by 19-11-604• The pension provided for in 

10 this section may not be paid to the children of deceased 

11 firefighters after they have attained the age of 18." 

-End-
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