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47th Legislature LC 1130/01 LC 1130701

%m BILL No. Z4F

1 ///,/n g . 1 on official dutys allowed by 3aw to sheriffs and the
2 4 é’gzsaa ) 2 compensation allowed by law to <constables for executing
3 [ \;?£°£ilﬁ”L 3 process on persons charged with criminal offenses;

4 PRUV}?BE A ! 4 {4} the board of prisoners confined in jailj;

SN e 2 '

5 DIFFERENT MeTHOD OF ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS S (5} the sums required by law to D2 paid to grand and

5 ACMINISTERED LOCALLY BY COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENTS; TL SHIFT s trial jurors and witnesses in criminal cases;

7 PRIMARY FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PROGRAMS FROM THE T (6) the accounts of the coroner of the county for such

8 COUNTIES TO THE STATE; TO PROVIDE FOUR & MANDATSRY TAX ON g services as are provided by law;

g PROPERTY OF 6 MILLS TO BE LEVIET BY ZACH COUNTY FOR THE g {7) 311 charges and accounts for services rendered by
10 PUIFGSE OF FUNDING THE PRbGRAMS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-6-2426y i¢ any justice of the peace for services in the examination or
11 15-16~11Te 53-2-201y 53-2-20T7¢ 53~2-302s 53-2-304y 53-2-321s 11 trial of persons charged with crime as provided for by Taw;
12 53-2~608y 53-2-6109 53-3~-133y 53-3-105y 53-3-201y 53-2-30C2s 12 (8) the necessary expenses incurred in the support of
12 S3-3-304y 53-3-306s ANU 53-3-30Ts NCA; AND  REPEALING 13 county hospitals and--poerferms--and-in-the-suppert-of-the
14 SECTIONS 53-2-3229 53-2-323y AND 53-3-10¢s HCa." 14 tndigent-sick-and-the-othernise-dependent—poor-whose—support
1% 1% +e-chargeebie—to—the-county;

16 38 IT ZNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE CF nMONTAMA: 15 (3) the contingent expenses necessarily incurred for

17 section 1. Section T-6-24264 MCAs is amended to read: 17 the use and benefit of the county;

18 wWI-$-2426e Enumeration of county chargeses The 18 {10} every other sum directed by law to be raised for
19 following are county charses: 19 any county purpose under the direction of the beoard of
26 (1} charges incurred against the county by virtue of 20 county commissioners or declared to be a county charge.™

21 any nrovision of this title; 21 Section Ze Section 15-16-117y MCAy is amended to read:
22 {2) one-half of the salary of the county attorney and 22 "15-16-117« Personal property -~ treasurer®s duty to
23 all expenses necessarily incurred by nim in criminal cases 25 ccllect certain taxes one (1} The county treasurer must
24 arising within the county; 24 demand payment of peoor taxesy authorizad by 53-2-321¥ or
25 {3) the salary and actual expenses for travelings when 25 {secrign 5] and road taxess authorized by 7-14-2206 or
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7-14-2501 through 7-14-25049 of every person liable therefor
whose name does not appear on the assessment listses and on
the neglect or refusal of such person to pay the samee he
must collect by seizure and sale of any property owned by
such perscne

{2} These taxes shall be added upon the assessment
VTists to other taxes of persons liable therefor paying taxes
upon real and personal property and paid to the county
treasurer at the time of payment of other taxesy, and all
personal property assessed against 3 person shall be liable
for the payment of such taxese

{3} The procedure for the sale of such property by the
county treasurer for such taxes shall be regulated by
15-16~113 and chapter 1Ty part 9.%

Section 3. Section 53-2-201y MCAs Is amended to read:

B53-2-201. Powers and duties of department. (1) The
department shall:

(3) administer or supervise all forms of public
assistances child protections and child welfaree including
the provision of medical care payments in behalf of
recipients of public assistance;

{b) administer or supervise ahl chila wel fare
activitiesy including importation and exportation of
children; licensing and supervising of private and 1lecal

child-caring agencies; the care of dependents neglecteds and
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delinguent children in foster family homess aspecially
children placed for adoption or those of illegitimata bLirth;

{(c) give consultant service to private institutions
providing care for the needyy indigents handicappeds or
dependent adults;

{d} cooperate with other state agencies and develop
provisions for services to the blinde including the
prevention of blindnessy the 1location of bling personse
medical services for eye conditionss and vocational guidance
and training of the blind;

(e} provide services in respect to organization and
supervise county departments of public welfare and county
boards of gpublic welfare in the adainistation of pubiic
assistance functions and for efficiency and economy;

(f} assist and cooperate with other state and federal
departmentsy bureausy agenciesy and institutionss when so
requestedy by performing services in conformity with public
assistance purposes;

(g) administer all gountys states 2nd federal funds
allocated to the department for public assistance and do
all things necessarys in conformity with federal and state
laws for the proper fulfilleent of public assistance
purposes; and

(h) make rules governing payment for services and

supplies provided to recipients of public assistance.
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{2) The department may:

{a) purchasey exchanges condemne oOr receive by gift
either r23al or personal property which is necessary to carry
out its public assistance functionse Title to property
obtained under this subsection shall be taken in the name of
the state of Montana for the use and benefit of the
departments

{b) contract with the federal goverament to carry out
its public assistance functions. The department may do all
things necessary in order to av=:1 itself of federal ald and
assistancee

(c) make rulesy consistent with state and federsl Tawe
establishing the amounts scopes and curation of services to
be provided to recipients of public assistznces”®

Szction 4. Section SB;Z—ZGTo MCAs is amended to read:

n53-2-207. Power of departa®ent in agministering state
arents~in-a+d public assistance funds. In adainistering or
supervising 2ny couniys states or federal funds appropriated
or made available +to the department for public assistance
purpesess the departrent sheli-have~the-euthority-tet @ay

{t1¥—-require—as-a-condition-fer-reeceiving-grants—ia-atd
that~the-connty-shalti-pear-the-proportion-of-—the--totel——of
}ocat--subtic—assistanece—as-+a-fixed-by-taw—retating-to-sueh
assiestenced

£23--moke-gse-of-ati-tegai~-processes--to-—enforee——the
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mininum-—standarda--preseribed--by-the-department-dnder-teaws
providing~for-grants—-+n-eidr-provided-—-that-—-such——standards
shati-—-not-—exceed-—in--cost——the-amount-derived-from—tevies
establtished-by-state-tawt~and

+3% reguire that each part of the public assistance
laws shall be in effect in all ccuntias of the state.”®

NEW_SECTIONa Section 5. Funding of public assistance
programs administered tocallye Each county of the state
shall anpually levy a tax of 6 mills on all of the taxable
property within the countys The money <collected by each
county from the 6-mill levy required by this section shall
be paid into th2 state treasury to the credit of an
earmarked revanue fund account for the purpose of financing
public assistance programs administered locally. The balance
of the money needed to fund all of the public assistance
prygrams administered locally by county welfare departments
shall come from state appropriationsy federal fundse ano
maoney receivea from any other sources

Section 6. Section 53-2-2302y MCAe is amended to read:

®53-2-302. County commissioners ex officio county
welfare boarde The board of county commissioners shall be
the ex officio county welfare board and is heraby authorized
to devote such additional time for public assistance matters
as may be found necessarye The members of the county welfare

board shall receive the same compensation for their services
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and the same mileaye when acting as the county toard of
public welfare as they receive when acting as the board cof
county commissionzrse ond The cquoty welfare bgard shall  be
limited as to meetings as now provided by lawe and the
compensation and mileage of the members of the toard shall
be paid from eeunty state funds. Thay m2y transact business
as a board of county commissionars and as & county welfare
board on the same days and in such cases they shall be psid
as & board of county commissioners but may nct receive
compensation for wore than 1 day's work for all services
perfaormed on the same calendar daye®

Section Te Section 53-2-304s MCAs is amended to read:

®53-2-304e« Staff personnel of county departmente (1}
Each ccounty board shall select and appoint from a list of
qualified persons furnished by the department of social and
rehabilitation services such staff personnel as are
necessarye The staff personnel in each county shall consist
of at least one qualified staff worker {or investigator) and
such clerks and stenographers as may be decided necessarys
If conditions warrante the county bvardy with the approval
of the department of social and rehabilitation servicesy may
appoint scome fully gqualified parson listed by the department
as supervisor of its staff personnel. The staff personnel of
each county department are diractly respensible to the

county baards but the department of social and
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rehabilitation s2rvices may supervise such county employees
in respect to the efficient and proper performance of their
duticse The county board of public welfare may not dismiss
any member of the staff personnel without the approval of
the department of social and rehabilitation servicess hut
the department may request the county board to dismiss any
member of the staff personnel for inefficiencys
incompetencey or similar cause.

{2) Public assistance staff personnel attached to the
county board shall be paid from state public assistance
funds doth their salaries and their travel expenses as
provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503 when away froem the
county seat in the performance of their dutiesy-but—the
county-—peard——of-—-pubtic~-wetfare-——shati-——reimbirse———the
department-of-soeial-and-rehabititation-—services—from—county
poor--funds--the—~fuil-—amount——of-——the-~sateries-and-travet
expenses-not-reimbursed-to-the-—department-——by~-the——federal
goverament-——and-—-the——~full-—emount——of-—the-—departmentts
administrative—costs-which-are-aliocated-by—~the~—department
to-—the-—county—-for--the——administration--of-ececunty-welfere
programs-end-aot-reimbursed-to-the-department-by-the-feseral
governmentv-nder—cireumstences-preseribed-by-the-department
of-socint-and-rehebitiation-servicesy-the-~reimbursement—-by
the-—county—-boerd--of~-public—-welfare-may-be-tess-then—the

county-share-as—preseribed-above. All other administrative
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costs of the county department shall also be paid from
eeunty-poer state public assistance fundse

£+33-——-On-er-before-the-g8th-day-of-the——month—-fettewina
tire--month——for--which-the-paynenta-to-the-pablic-assistance
staff-personnel-of-the-county-nere-—madey-the--depertment——of
aec+a+-—end——fehabi}+tation-—aerv+ees-—sha*¥——present—te—the
county-departnent-of-public-wetfare-e-cteimn—for—the-required
retmbursesentsy——-Fhe—-—county—--board---shatt---make-—-aueh
retmoursements——within-zé-days-efter—-the-presentotion-of-the
etaimy-and-—the--department——of- ~sseiat--end--rehebititation
services-—shalti--eredit-foddi-ati-such-reinbursements-te-its
asceount—for-administrotive—coastas®

Section 8. Section 53-2-321, %{A, i5 amended to read:

¥53~2-321. County autherized-to-cere-fer-tndigent-end
tevy-texes—therefor hospitals and pursing homes -=_fax 1ovye.
The hoard of county commissionersy hes--furisdiceion——and
power under such limitations and restrictions as are
prescribed by laws te-provide-for-the-care——-and--meintensnce
of--the-tRdiqent—sieiky—except-as-otherwise-provided-in-other
parte—of-this—titiey—or-the-otherwtse-dependent-poor—of—~the
ceuntytd may:

11} er=ct and maintain hospitais-therefor-or-otherwtse
provide-—for--the-samet-and-for-satd 3 _hospital _or a nursing
pnemeas Eor thase purposes *®o they _@may levy and collect

annually 2 tax on progerty not exceeding 13-172 & mills,
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which levy shall be made at the time other tax 1lavies are
made on propertys as provided by lawi_gr

42} forw_ .a__public _hospital _distcict as provided ia
Titla 7s_ chapter 34.%

Section 9« Section 53-2-60By MLAy is amended to read:

"53~2-6D3« Methad of issuing assistance grantse {1}
Checks in payment of public assistancey-with-—the--exeeption
of-—generat--re¥iefy shall be tissued by the department of
social and rehabilitation services upon approved
certificates of award and reports of changes of such
eligible grantees as are forwarded by the county depariment
to the state departments and all such checks will be mailed
to the individual recipient or the appropriate vendore The
checks in payment of public assistance shall be issued in
the full approved amount for each eligible approved grantee,
ard the original monthly payment shall be from the state
public assistance accountse All public assistance checks
shall represent cash on demand at full par value to the
recipient and vendore

{2) Whenever the departmant of social and
rehabilitation servicesy acting pursuant to standards
established by the departments determines that any otherwise
eligible recipient cf cld-age assistancey 3id to the needy
blinde or aid to the permanently and totally aisabled hasy

by reasen of any physical or mental conditions such

-o- 4 B 708
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inability to manage funds that meking payments to him would
be contrary to his welfares the department mays under
standards established under the state plany, make the public
assistance payment on behalf of such recipient to another
person found by the department to be interested in or
concerned with the welfare of such needy individuale Before
such payments may be paid to such other persons such person
shall give a bonde with adequate corporate surety and in
form to be approved by the departmente running in faver of
the neaedy individual and the state of Montanas conditioned
upon the faithful use by such other person of the funds for
the welfare of the needy individuale Such hond shall be in
an amount equal to six times the amount of the monthly
payment involvede™

Section 10e Section 53-2-510y MCAy is amended to read:

n53-2-5610. Eounty-——teo——-reimburse—-—deparitment Sizte
department %o act 2s agency in assistance Lo ward Indians-
t14--Bn—-—or-before—the-29th—of-~ench-monthy—the-department-of
sociat-and-rehabititatien—services—shali-present-e-cltaim-for
reimbursement-——to—--each—--county-——department-—-for—-—-its
proportionate-—share-——of-—pubi+e——assistance--grented-in—the
county-te-recipients-during-the-month-and-for-vendor-medicol
peyments—sade-on-behalf-of-recipients—in—the-previous-months
Fhe-county-deportment-shelt-make-the-—reimbursesent-—to-—-the

department--of-——sceiat-and-rehabilitation—services-within-29
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days—-afrer—the-etaim—is-presenteds
t2y--Fhe-counties—-shali-not-be--required-—to-—reimbuirse
the-department-of-social-and-rehabititntion-services-for-any
portion——of--otd-age~—assistancey-nedicai-ossistencey—aid-teo
needy—~dependent-chitdreny—eid-to-needy—-biindy—or-aid-to——the
totatiy-——disablted-parid-to—ward—indians-or-for—any-payment—on
berntf——of-—any-——-person—-——in-——a---state—sperated-——medtead
+nstitotions The federal government may reimburse the state
of Montana in-beha¥f-of-ecounties-providing-gensrai-retief-te
ward-Indfans 2 sum in lieu of taxes which the-—counties g
county would eo¥tect have collected pursuani to Esection 33
if the lands of sueh ward Indians xithio_the gounty were not
in trust statuss
t3)-—ta)y-From—the-original-date-of-entrustment--or——the
originat-—date-——of--stete--residencyy—-whichever—+a—ecariiery
recipients-of-pub}ic-assistence-who-become-words-or-netients
+n-e-ticensed-nursing-heme——or-—hospiteiy--foster——homer—-or
privete-——echeritable--institution——-sheti~—he--the——finaneiod
responstbitity-of-the——appropriete——comty—-as--provided-——in
subseettons—{33¢bivr—{t3rtelv-and—¢33tdy-of-this—-sections
thi-——Fhe-~county——in--which--commitment—-of-an-adutt—+s
nitiated-——i3-—~considered-——the———covnty-——of-——-—finoncial
responsibitity-——except--where-—court—-decree-~dectares-—the
residency-to-be—otherwises—when-an-aduit-ia-transferred-from

e-facitity—or-inatitution—to——one-—of--the-~above-enumerated
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facititiesy--~the--—county--—-whieh~-intrtieted-—-the--origined
commitment———is-——considered-——the-——county-—-of—~-financtat
responsibttity——except—in-the-case-of-an-adutt-transfer-from
an-out-of-state-institutiony-in-which—-ease—-the--county——in
which~-the-—faecttity-——Fa-tocated-$as—considered-the-ceunty-of
finaneint-responstbititys
ter-~in-alt-cases-where-a--minor—-patient——-or--ward--is
navolvedy——the——county—-cf-~finanetat-—-responsibitity—to-the
eodnty—-in-which-the-~parent——or-—guardian—-restdesys——If——the
eogstody-—~of-—a--minor--t{s-—entrusted--to-o-state-egencyr—the
sqgency-may-make——a-—reasenabie——-dectaration-—of-—the-—codnty
restdency-of—its-ward-using-appiicabie-quidetines—enunerates
+n~this-sectiony
tdy——f-~a-—person-—is--or—becemes-ap—ndate~wiiie~-in—an
+nsttengtiony—he-may—determine-his-own-——ceounty——ef-—restdence
wren-—he-—fs—~restored-—to--competency—-and-retasseds-Such-a
person-pecomes——the——financial--responsibidity—-of--the--new
ecounty-of-restdences”
S=ction 1l. Section 53-3-103y MCAs is amended to read:
*53-3-103. Medical aid and hospitalization for
indinente. (L) Except as provided in other parts of this
titles medical aid and hospit3lization for county residents
and nonresidents within the county unable to provide these
necessities for tremselves are the 1lYegal and financial

responsibility of the county-—commisstoners department and
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are payable from ¢the--eounty-—-poor——fund state public
assistance funds. The ecounty-cemmissieners depariment shall
make provisions for competent and skilled medical or
surgical services as—-are—-epproved--by--the——department--of
heetth-—and-—environmentei--seiences——or-~the--state-medico}
essocietion—ory-in—the-cose-of-osteopathic-practitionersy-by
the--state--ostespethic—-nssociationy-——or—+in--the~-—~case——of
chiropractorsy——by-the-state-chiropractic-associationy—or—in
the-case-of-optometrical-servicesy—by-—the-Nontane-optometrie
assoctationy—or-in-the-—case-—of--dental-—servicesy——by-~the
denta¥--nssociation. "Nedical™ or "medlicine®™ as used in this
section refers to the healing art as practiced by 1licensed
practitionerse

(2) TYhe board departments in arranging for amedical
care for those unable to provide it for themselvassy uay-have
the care provided by physicians appointed by the goupty
welfare board who shall be known as county physicians or
deputy county physicians and may fix a rate of compensation
for the furnishing of the medical 2ttendance.

(3) The department may promulgate rules to determine
under what circumstances persons in the county are umable—%e
previde g£ligible for medical aid and hospitalization Fer
themae%veﬁ, including the power to define the term
"medically needy™. Howevery the definition wmay not allow

payment by--s-—county for general assistance~-medical for

~14- ﬁ5708
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persons whose income exceeds 300% of the limitation for
obtalning regu!ar county general relief assistance or for
persons who are eligible for medicaid in accordance with
Title 53¢ chapter 6y part ly or for persons who have the
right or are entitled to wmedical aid and hospitalization
from the federal government or any agency thereof.

(4) In any case where the county-er state pays medical
expenses or hospitalization for an individualy the eocunty-or
state is subrogated to the claims of the physician or
hospital to the extent of payment. To the extent necessary
for reimbursement of medical benefits paid to or on behalf
of an individualy the county-or state is subrogated to the
rights of the individual to recover from a third party who
may be liable to pay the medical expensese The provisions of
53~-2-612 which relate to medical benefits provided wunder
Title XIX or XX of the Social Security Act apply teo medical
benefits provided for in this section.®

Section 12. 3Section 53-3-105y MCAs is amended to read:

"53~3-105« Burial of indigent. The board of county
commissioners shall make suitable arrangements to provide
respectable burial for county residents and nonresidents
within the county for whom the expenses are not otherwise
availablees Ihe _cost _of burial _shall be _paid by _the
depariment from state public assisiance funds.™

Section 13. Section 53-3-201y MCAe is amended to read:
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»53-3-201le Residency requirementse {1) Any person
otherwise qualified who makes his home in Montana with the
intent to become 2 resident shall be eligible for general
reliefe

(2) 1If a person is absent from the state voluntarilys
he is ineligiktle for general relief in Montanz.

{3) Aliens found to be illegally within the United
States are not eligible for reI}ef from state fundse

{4} Nonresidents or interstate transients may receive
texporary relief from eounty siate_public assistaoce funds
in cases of extreme necessity and destitution until they are
returned at state expense to their state of residence or
origine”

Section l4e Section 53-3-302s MCAe is amended tc read:

®53-3-302. Payment by check or disbursing order. All
general relief disbursements by eounty-departments—of-pubtie
welfeore the _depariment shall be by warrant or checke
Howevers if the eounty--wedfare department finds that a
recipient is in the habit of dissipating general relief
allowances instead of using them for the purposes intended
or that for any other reason it is better for the recipient
and his family to receive the allowance through disbursing
ordersy then disbursing orders shall be used instead of cash
paymentse A1l such disbursing orders must be written in such

form that the goods and merchandise to be provided may be
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furnished by any regular dealer In such goods and
merchandise within the county of the recipient®s residencee®
Section 15« Section 53-3-304y MLAs is amended to read:
#53-3-304. Power of county department to require
recipient to perform county worke If the county has work
availabhle which a recipient of general r=lief is capablie of
performings then the county department of public welfare may
require the recipient to perform the werk at the prevailing
rate of wages paid by that county for similar worke to be
paid from the-county-peer—fund s{3tc _public assistance funds
in place of granting him general reliefe The county
department of public welfare shall provide <coverage under
the HWorkers® Compensation Act for those recipients of
general relief working under the provisions herecf and may
anter into such agreements with the division of workers?
compensation of the department of labor and industry as wmay
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.®
Section l6e Section 53-3-306s MCAy is amended to read:
"53-3-306« €ounty State liability for general reliefe.
+*¥3+ General relief assistance shall be paid from the-poer
fund-of-the-county-where-the-etigibte~person--resides state
public_assistapnce fuods.
t2¥-~—A——person——whe--teaves-—-Hontana-with-the-intent—te
reside~in-another—state-—and-—tater-—-returns-—-to--reside-—in

Mentane——-¢s--considered-—a--new-resident—for—the-purposes—of
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this—chepter-and-53-2-618431w

t33--When——e--person-—who---receives-——generat-——redief
asststence—moves—to-reside-in-ancther-eountyy—ne-becemes—the
finorcist--responaibitity-of-the—new-county-from—the-date—he
pegins-to-reside-in-that-new—countys™

Saction 17« Section 53-3-307s MLAy i5 amended to reads:

"53-3-307« County medical assistance mot 1o _interstate
transients to be paid from state Ffunds -————-exeeption. +i¥
Eotnty—-medicat-—assistonce-—under~-53-3-163~-shati-—not——be
entitied-to-he-paid-from-state-fundss

+2+ HMedical expenses arising from accidental injury to
interstate transients shall be paid from county funds and
reimbursed by the state upon submission of a proper claime™

NEXY_SECTIONe Section 18e Fundings scopes and duration
of public assistance to be determined by departmente The
fundings scopee and duration of public assistance to be
administered lTocally under Title 53 shall be determined by
the departmente If available funds are not sufficient to
provide public assistance for all eligible personsy the
department may set priorities to limity reducey or otherwise
curtail the fundings scopes or duration of Tocal assistance.

Section 19« Codification instructions Sections 5 and
18 are intended tc be codified as an integral part of Title
53e chapter 2y and the provisions of Title 53y chapter 2,

apply to sections 5 and 18.
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Section 20« Saving clauses This act does not affect
rights and duties that aaturedsy penalties that were
incurreds or proceedings that were btegun before the
effective date of this acte

Section 21. Repealer. Sections 53-2-322y 53-2-323, and
53-3-104¢ MCAs are repealed.

~End=-
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