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AG~I~ISTERFO LOCALLY BY \.lEPli.~TI'IEiiTS; TC SHIFT 

Pilii'!ARY fiNANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE P~OGRAI'IS FRO~ THE 

C0U~TIES TO T~E STATE; TO PROVIDE FuR A MANDATORY TAX ON 

PROPERTY OF 6 MILLS TO EE LEVIE~ BY ~ACH COUNTY FOR THE 

PU~PGS~ OF FUNDING THE PROGRA~S; A~ENDING S~CTIDNS 7-6-2426, 

15-16-117, 53-Z-201t 53-Z-207• 53-2-302, 53-2-304o 53-2-321, 

~3-2-608, 53-2-610. 53-3-103, 53-3-105, 53-3-201, 53-3-302, 

53-3-304, 53-3-30bt ANJ 53-3-307, ~CA; AND REPEALING 

S~CTIO!IIS 53-2-322, 53-2-323, AND 53-3-l'.J<·., ~CA.• 

3E IT ~~~CTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTA~A: 

$ection 1. Section 7-6-2426, ~CA. is amended to read: 

"7-6-2426. Enumeration of county charges. The 

folluwing are county char;es: 

(1) charges incurred against the county by virtue of 

any ~rovision of this title; 

(2) one-half of the salary of the county attorney and 

all expenses necessarily incurred by nim in criminal cases 

arising ~ithin the county; 

(3) th2 salary and actual expenses for traveling~ when 
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on official duty, allowed by law to sheriffs and the 

compensation allowed by law to constables fo~ executing 

process on persons charged with criminal offenses; 

(4) the board of prisoners confined in jail; 

(5) the sums required by law to be paid to grand and 

~rial jurors and kitnesses in criminal cases; 

(6) the accounts of the coroner of the county for such 

services as are provided by law; 

(7} all charges and accounts for services rendered by 

any justice of the peace for services in the examination or 

trial of persons charged with crime as provided for by law; 

(8) the necessary expenses incurred in th<> support of 

county hospitals end--poe~~e~ .. ~--end-+n-tne-~uppo~t-o~-the 

+nd+~ent-~+ek-ond-the-ethe~w+~e-de~endent-poe~-who~e-~uppe~t 

+e-ehe~~eeb~e-to-the-eounty; 

(9) the contingent expenses necessarily incurred for 

the use and benefit of the county; 

(10) every other sum directed by law to be raised for 

any county purpose under the direction of the board of 

county commissioners or declared to be a county charge•" 

Section z. Section 15-16-117• ~CA, is amenoed to read: 

"15-16-117• Personal property treasurer's duty to 

ccll2ct certain taxes on. (l) The county tr~asurer must 

demand payment of ~oo~ taxes, authorized by 53-2-321y ~ 

L~~tlcn_2J and road taxesr authorized by 7-14-2206 or 
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7-14-2501 through 7-14-2504, of every person liable therefor 

whose name does not appear on the assessment lists, and on 

the neglect or refusal of such person to pay the same, he 

must collect by seizure and sale of any property owned by 

such person. 

(2) These taxes shall be added upon the assessment 

lists to other taxes of persons liable therefor paying taxes 

upon real and personal property ana paid to the county 

treasurer at the time of payment of other taxes, and all 

personal property assessed against a person shall be liable 

for the payment of such taxes. 

(3} The procedure for the sale of such property by the 

county treasurer for such taxes shall be regulated by 

15-16-113 and chapter 17 0 ~art 9." 

Section 3. Section 53-2-201, MCA, Is amended to read: 

•53-2-201. Powers and duties of department. (1) The 

department shall: 

I a) administer or supervise all forms 

assistance, child protection, and child welfare, 

the provision of medical care payments in 

recipients of public assistance; 

(b) administer or supervise all chi 1 d 

of public 

includins 

behalf of 

welfare 

activities, including importation 

children; licensing and supervising of 

and exportation of 

private and local 

child-caring agencies; the care of dependent, neglected, and 
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delinquent children in foster family homes• ~specially 

children placed for adoption or those of ille~iti~3t2 birth; 

(c) give consultant service to private institutions 

providing care for the needy, indigent, handicaopedt or 

dependent adults; 

(d) cooperate with other state agencies and develop 

provisions for services to the blind, includin~ the 

prevention of bl indness 9 the location of blind personso 

medical services for eye conditions, ana vocational guidance 

and training of the blind; 

(e) provide services in respect to organization and 

supervise county departments of public welfare and county 

boards of public welfare in the administation of public 

assistance functions and for efficiency and economy; 

(f) assist and cooperate with other state and federal 

departments, bureaus, agencies, and institutions, when so 

requested, by performing services in conformity with public 

assistance purposes; 

(g) administer all ~~ state~ and federal funds 

alloc3ted to the department for public assistance and do 

all things necessary, in conformity with federal and state 

law~ for the proper fulfill~nt of public assistance 

purposes; and 

(h) make rules governing payment for services and 

supplies provided to recipients of public assistance. 

-4-
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(2) The department may: 

(a) purchase, exchange, condemnt or receive by gift 

either real or personal property which is necessary to carry 

out its public assistance functions. Title to property 

obtained under this ~ubsection shall be taken in the name of 

thg &tate of Montana for t~e use and benefit of the 

dapartment. 

(b) contract with the federal government to carry out 

its public assistance functions. The department may do all 

things necessary ln order to av~:l itself of federal aid and 

assi5tance. 

(c) make rules, consistent with state and federal law, 

establishing the amount, sc:lpe, and ouration of services to 

be provided to recipients o' public assistrlnce." 

S2ction 4• Section 53-2-207, MCAt is amended to read: 

"53-2-207. Power of depart~ent in aoministering ~tete 

9rent~-+n-e+d ~i~ assjstaoc~~· In administering or 

supervising eny ~~ state~ or federal funds appropriated 

or made available to the department for public essistance 

c,>Urpose s, tha departrr.ent ~l'le++-l'leye-"'he-ettther+~y-te+ llillt 

t7t--requ+re-e~-ft-ee~e+~fe~-~e~-~eee+Y+n~-9r~n~5-+n-e~~ 

thet-the-eettn~y-~he++-eeer-~he-~e~ert+en-ef--tl'le--"'ete+--ef 

+eee+--~ue++e-es~+stenee-e~-+~-f+xee-ey-+ew-re+et+n~-te-~tteh 

e~~+~tenee't 

trt--~e~e-tt~e-ef-e++-+e98+--~reee~se~--te--enfe~ee--the 
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m+~+mum--s~e~der~--~reser+eed--by-~ne-de~er~ment-tt~&er-+ewe 

prev+d+~-fer-~rent~+n-e+d.,.-~rev+ded--the~--~ttel'l--5~nderds 

~l'le++--net--exeeee--+n--ee~t--the-emeant-der+ved-frem-+ev+es 

es~eb++shed-by-s~e~e-+ewt-end 

f3t re~uire that each part of the public assistance 

laws shall be in effect in all ccuntias of the state." 

Nfti_~~- Section 5. Funding of public assistance 

programs administered locally. Each county of the state 

shall annually levy a tax of 6 mills on all of the taxable 

property within the county. The money collected by each 

county from the 6-mill levy required by this section shall 

be paid into th~ state treasury to the credit of an 

earmarked revenue fund account for the purpose of financing 

public assistance programs administered locally. The balance 

of the money needed to fund all of the public assistance 

pr,;rams administered locally by county welfare departments 

shall come from state appropriations, federal funds, ana 

monet receiveo from any other source. 

Section 6. Section 53-2-302, MCAt is amended to read: 

"53-2-302. County commissioners ex officio county 

welf3re board. The board of county commissioners shall be 

the ex officio countt welfare board and is hereby authorized 

to devote such additional time f<>r public assistance matters 

as may :>e found necessary. The members of the county welfare 

bo3rd shall receive the same compensation for their services 

-6- fiBlD~ 
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and the same ~il~a~~ when acting as the county toard vf 

public welfare as they receive when acting as the board of 

county commissioncrsa e~d Ih~~-~l!~~~La shall be 

1 imited as to meetings as now provided by law. and the 

compensation and mileage of the members of the board shall 

be paid from eeun~y ~~ funds. Thay may transact business 

as a board of county commissioners and as a county welfare 

board on the s&me day, and in such cases ~1ey shall be paid 

as a board of county commissioners but may not receive 

compensation for wor~ than 1 day•s work for all 

perf3rmed on the same calendar day." 

services 

Section 7• Section 53-2-304• MCA, is amended to read: 

•53-2-304. Staff personnel of county department. (1) 

Each county board shall select and appoint from a 1 ist of 

qualified persons furnished by the department of social and 

rehabilitation services such staff personnel as are 

necessary. The staff personnel in each county shall consist 

of at least one qualified staff wcrk0r {or i~vestigatnr} and 

such clerks and stenographers as may be decided necessary. 

If conditions warrant, the county board, with the approval 

of the department of social and rehabilitation services, may 

appoint some fully qualified person listed by the department 

~s supervisor of its staff personnel. The staff personnel of 

each county department are directly responsible to the 

county board, but the department of social and 
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rehabilitation s=rvices may supervise 5uch county employees 

in respect to the efficient an1 prooer performance of their 

duti~s. The county board of public ~elfare may not dismiss 

any member of the staff personnel without the approval of 

the department of social and rehabilitetion services, hut 

the department may request the county board to dismiss any 

member of the staff personnel for inefficiency, 

incompetence, or similar cause. 

(21 Public assistance staff personnel attached to the 

county board shall be paid from state public assistance 

funds ~oth their salaries and their tr~vel expenses as 

provided for in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503 ~hen away from th~ 

county seat in the performance of their dutie5y-b~t-+.h~ 

ee~~ty--~ee~d--e~--~~b++e--we+~e~e---~ne+t---r~+mhHr~---+.he 

depertme~~-e~-see+e+-e~d-reheb++~e~+e~-~erv+ee~-~r~m-eean~y 

~eer--f~nd~--~he--~~~--eme~~~--e~--tne--~e+e~+e~-e~d-treve+ 

eKpe~~es-~e~-re+mb~r~ed-te-~he--rie~ertmeftt--by--~he--~eder~+ 

~ever~me~~---e~e---tne---~~++--emoHnt--e~--the--d~~ertme~t&~ 

eea+~+~~ret+ve-eos~s-wh+eh-ere-e++eee~ed-by--~e--depertme~~ 

~e--~he--ee~ty--~er--~he--eem+~~tre~+o~--e~-ee~n~y-we+~ere 

~regrem~-e~d-~e~-re+m&~rsed-~e-the-de~er~me~t-by-the-~ee~e+ 

9QYer~ment•-Hnder-e+~Hm~te~ees-~reser+bed-by-the-depertmeft~ 

ef-soe+et-end-reheb+++et+e~-serv+eesy-the--re+mb~~ement--by 

the--ee~~~y--boerd--&f--PHb++e--we+~e~e-mey-be-+es~-~he~-~he 

eea~ty-shere-e~-~eser+bed-ebewe. All other administrative 

-a-
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costs of the county department shall also be paid from 

e~nty-~~e~ ~tate gub~~~t~~ funds. 

t~t--Bn-&r-bef~~e-the-~9~h-dey-ef-ehe--menth--fe~+e•+n~ 

~h~--menth--f~--•h+eh-~he-~eyments-~e-the-~~b++e-ess+stenee 

st~ff-~e~sonnel-of-the-ee~~y-•e~e-medey-the--de~~tment--ef 

see~e+--~nd-~eheb~l+tet~en--se~¥+ees--she++--~~esent-~e-the 

eeHnty-de~ertment-of-p~b++e-we+fe~e-e-ete~m-fe~-the-reqH+~ed 

re+mbe~sementsw---~ne---eeunty---bee~d---s~e++---meke---sHeh 

re+moe~semen~~-•+th+n-~9-deys-eft~-the-~resentet+en-ef-the 

e+o+~y-end--the--de~ertment--ef--soe+et--e~d--reheb+t+tet+en 

ser¥+ees--shett--e~ed+t-tedct-e++-stteh-re+~b~~semen~~-te-+ts 

eeee~nt-fo~-edm+n+st~etf~-eeetsw" 

Section a. Section 53-2-321, ,cA, is amended to read: 

"53-2-321. County ettther+~ed-te-ee~~-fer-+nd+9ent-eno 

le¥y-te~s-the~efe~ hQ~~al~nd nursing hQm~-- tax 1~. 

Tn,. r-,o.;.rd of county coml!li ss i oners.w. tles--jttr+ed+e'l!fe"--end 

f'Ower under such limitations and restrictions as are 

pr~scribed by law.w. te-p~e¥fde-fe~-'i!he-ee~e--end--me+ntenenee 

ef--'i!he-+nd+9ent-~teky-exee~t-es-othe~w+se-pre¥tde~-tn-ethe~ 

~o~t~-oT-tht~-t+ttey-e~-the-ethe~w+~-dependen'i!-pee~-ef--the 

ee~nty~ ma¥~ 

Lll erect and maintain hespttete-the~eTe~-er-ethe~w+~e 

p~ev+~e--fe~--the-seme~-end-Ter-~etd s_h~lLa~_OYL~~ 

h~m~EQL_~ purposes te thex max levy and collect 

annually a tax on property not exceeding~~-~~ ~Mills, 
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which levy shall be made at the time other tax levies are 

made on property, as provided by law&_gL 

LZI fgrm _ _a__guhl~-~ital djstrj~t_as pcovi~~ 

~-l.t._~apter 3~.• 

Section 9. Section 53-2-608, MC~, is amended to read: 

"53-2-608. Method of issuinq ~ssistance grants. {1) 

Checks in payment of public assistancey-•+'l!h--the--exe~t+en 

of--genere~--~e~~efy shall be issued by the department of 

social and 

certificates 

rehabilitation services 

of award and reports of 

upon 

changes 

approved 

of such 

eligible grantees as are forwarded by the county department 

to the state department, and all such checks will be mailed 

to the individual recipient or the appropriate vendor. The 

checks in payment of public assistance shall be issued in 

the full approved amount for each eligible approved grantee, 

ar ·1 the or i gina] monthly payment shall oe from the state 

public assistance accounts. All public assistance checks 

shall represent cash on demand at full par value to the 

recipient and vendor. 

l2) Whenever the department of social and 

rehabilitation service~, actin~ pursuant to standards 

established by the department, determines that any otherwise 

eligible recipient cf old-age assistance, &id to the ~eedy 

blindr or aid to the permanently anc totally oisablec hasy 

by reason of any physical or mental condition, such 

-10- H8 706 
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in~bility to manaGe funds that meklnq payments to him would 

be contrary to his welfare, the department may, under 

standards established under the state plan, make the public 

assistance payment 

person found by the 

on behalf of such recipient to another 

department to be interested In or 

concerned with the welfare of such needy individual. Before 

such payments may be paid to such other person, such person 

shall give a bond9 with adequate corporate surety and in 

form to be approved by the department, running in favor of 

the needy individual and the state of Montana, conditioned 

upon the faithful use by such other person of the funds for 

the welfare of the needy individual. Such Dond shall be in 

an amount equal to six times the amount of the monthly 

payment involved•" 

Section 10. Section 53-2-610o :1CA 9 is amended to read: 

"53-2-610. ~ean~y---te---~~mb~se---ee~e~~-e~ s~ 

W:.~o:t to as::t iilli-.il~DQLi~Liu;~Ut;ms;!L!.SL-~-lluli.alllo • 

t~t--9ft--e~-befe~e-~he-e9~h-of-e~en-men~hy-~he-d~e~~•ent-e~ 

see+e+-end-~heb+t+tet+cn-ser.+ees-shett-~~esent-e-e+e+m-~o~ 

~+ftba~eme~---to---eeen---eoanty---eepe~tment---~o~----+ts 

pro~c~+enete--she~e--of--pub++e--ess+stenee--~~ented-+n-the 

ecanty-te-ree+p+en~s-da~+ftg-the-mcnth-end-fe~-¥eneer-med+ee+ 

~eymeftts-.ede-on-behe+f-of-ree+p+ents-+n-the-prew+eas-menthw 

The-eoanty-depertMent-~e++-meke-the--re+mba~se•ent--to--the 

depert.ent--of--soe+et-eftd-reheb+t~et+on-serw+ees-w~h+n-i6 
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dsys-efte~-~he-ete+m-+s-presen~ed• 

trt--The-eeant+es-sne++-not-be--~eqa+~~d--~e--r~+mb~~~e 

the-6epe~tment-ef-soe+e+-ond-~eheb+++~e~+en-~e~w+ees-~e~-eny 

po~t+en--ef--e+d-ege--ess+steneey-med+ee+-ess+s~eneey-e+d-~o 

needy-dependent-ehttd~eny-e+d-te-needy-b++ndy-e~-e+d-~c--th~ 

~ote++y--d+~eeted-p~+d-~e-we~rl-£nd+ens-o~-~e~-sny-eeyment-en 

bene+~--e~--eny---pe~sen---+n---e---s~e~e-epe~eted---med~e~+ 

+nst+tat+en• The federal govern•ent may reimburse the state 

o£ Montana +n-befte+~e~-eean~+e~-p~ev+d+n~-gen~re+-~e++e~-~e 

we~d-£nd+ens a sum in lieu of taxes ~hich ~he--eean~+es ~ 

~WJU would ee'Hee~ lliiU_j;,.IUJ.~.~.!L~W::~nt.J.2 [sect i oo._2.J 

if the lands of eaeh ward Indians &Ltblo the ~~ were not 

in trust status. 

t~t--tet-F~om-the-er+~+net-de~e-ef-en~~as~~ent--o~--the 

e~t~net--de~e--ef--stete--~esfdeneyy--wh+ehewe~-+s-ee~t+ery 

~ee+p+ent~-cf-pttbt+e-ees+etenee-whe-beeome-we~d~-e~-eet+en~s 

+ft-e-+teens~-~~s+n~-heme--&r--hespt+e+y--foste~--homey--e~ 

~~+w~te---ehe~tteb+e--+nst+t~+en--~he+t--be--the--f+nene+e+ 

~espens+b+t++y-~-+he--e~propr+e~e--eean+y--ee--prow+ded--+n 

sttbsee~+ens-t3tfbty-f3ttety-and-f3ttdt-~-~h+s-seet+enw 

tbt--~he--eeanty--+n--wh+eh--eeme+tmen~--ef-en-&ea+~+s 

+n+t+eted---+s---eens+dered---the---eean+y---ef----f+nene+e+ 

~e~pens+b+++ty---e~eep~--whe~--eear+--deeree--deete~ee--the 

~e~+deney-te-be-e+he~w+sew-when-on-sdtt+~-+s-t~ens~e~~d-f~e• 

e-fee++++y-e~-+nst++a++en-te--ene--ef--+he--ebewe-enttme~eted 

-12-
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fee+++t~~y---the---eo~nty---whfeh--+~+~eted--the--e~~+fte+ 

eomm+tment---+~---een~+dered---the---eoonty---ef---f+nene+e+ 

re~pen~+b+++ty--exeept-+n-the-ee~-ef-en-eda+t-tren~fer-frem 

en-o~t-ef-~tete-+n~~tat+ony-+n-whteh--eese--the--eeun~y--+n 

wn+en--the--fee+++ty--+s-+eeeted-+s-een~+dere~-the-eeonty-ef 

f+nene+e+-re~een~+b+++tyw 

tet--£n-e++-eeses-where-e--~+ner--pet+ent--er--werd--+~ 

+nvo+vedy--the--eeanty--ef--f+nene+e+--respeftS+b+++ty-+s-the 

eeonty-+n-wh+eh-the--pere~--er--~aerd+en--res+desw--£f--the 

eestody--of--e--m+nor--+~--entru~ted--to-e-~tete-e~eneyy-the 

e~eney-mey-M8fte--e--ree~eneb+e--dee+erat+on--ef--the--eeenty 

res+deney-of-+t~-werd-us+n~-epp++eeb+e-~a+de++nes-enemereted 

+n-tn+s-seet+enw 

fdt--£f--e--person--+s--or-beee~es-eft-~oa+~-wn++e-+n-en 

+~t+tat+ony-he-mey-determ+ne-h+s-own--eeenty--ef--res+denee 

wnen--he--+e--reetered--te--eempeteney--end-re+eeeedw-5aen-e 

person-beeemee--the--f+nene+e+--reepens+b+++ty--ef--the--new 

eeenty-of-re~+denee•" 

Section 11. Section 53-3-Hl3o KCAy is amended to read: 

•53-3-103. Medical aid and 

indi~ent. (1) Except as provided in 

hospitalization 

other parts of 

for 

this 

titley medical aid and hospitdlization for county resiaents 

ana nonresidents within the county unable to provide these 

necessities for tnemselves are the legal and financial 

responsibility of the eoenty--eomm+s~+on~rs ~pactment and 
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are payable from ~he--ee~~y--poor--fond state pubJj~ 

assistance fynds. The eeunty-eeee+s~ofter~ ~~nt shall 

make provisions for competent and skilled medical or 

surgical services es--ere--epproved--by--the--de~ertment--of 

nee+tn--end--env+ronmeftte+--se+~eee--or--the--~~e~e-med+ee+ 

essoe+et+oft-er~-+n-the-eese-of-osteepeth+e-preet+t+ofterey-by 

the--~tete--os~e&pe~h+e--e~eoe+~+ony--~--+n--~he--eeee--of 

en+ropree~orsy--by-~he-stete-eh+ropree~+e-essoe+etfony-er-+n 

the-eese-ef-optometrfeet-eerv+eesy-by-~he-~on~ane-op~emetr+e 

ee~oefet+ofty-or-+n-~he--eese--ef--dentet--serv+eesy--&y--the 

defttet--eseoe+et+eft• •Kedlcal• or •medicine" as used in this 

section refers to the healing art as practiced by licensed 

practitioners. 

(2) The boerd depactmeot• in arranging for ~edical 

care for those unable to provide it for themselves. may have 

th~ care provided by physicians appointed by the ~ 

w~l~ board who shall be known as county physicians or 

deputy county physicians and may fix a rate of compensation 

for the furnishing of the medical 3ttendance. 

(3) The department may promulgate rules to determine 

under what circumstances persons in the county are ~nebte-te 

prev+de eljgjille-faL medical aid and hospitalization for 

themsetvee, including the power to define the term 

"~edically needy•. However, the definition may not allow 

payment by--e--eoeftty for general assistance--medical for 

-l't- li.P7o8 
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persons whose inco•e exceeds 300~ OT the limitation TO~ 

obtaining ~egula~ eoanty gene~al ~elief assistance o~ To~ 

pe~sons who a~e eligible fo~ aedlcald in accordance with 

Title 53, chapter 6, part 1, or Tor persons who have the 

~lght or are entitled to medical aid and hospitalization 

Troa the federal government or any agency thereof. 

(It) In any case where the eo~nty-&r state pays medical 

expenses or hospitalization for an Individual, the eeunty-~ 

state is subrogated to the claims of the physician or 

hospital to the extent oT pay•ent• To the extent necessa~y 

for rel~burseaent oT •edical benefits paid to or on behalT 

of an Individual, the eoonty-o~ state is subrogated to the 

rights of the Individual to recover from a thl~d party who 

•ay be liable to pay the medical expenses. The provisions of 

53-2-612 which relate to medical benefits provided under 

Title XIX or XX of the Social Security Act apply to medical 

benefits provided for in this section.• 

Section 12. Section 53-3-105, MCA, is amended to read: 

•53-3-105. Burial of indigent. The board of county 

commissioners shall make suitable arrange•ents to provide 

respectable burial for county residents and nonresidents 

within the county for whom the expenses are not otherwise 

available. lbe cost of byr!~] shall be paid b¥ the 

department teo• state public assistance fund~• 

Section 13. Section 53-3-201, MCA 9 is amended to read: 
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•53-3-201. Residency requirements. (1) Any p~rson 

otherwise qualified who makes his home in ~ontana with the 

intent to become a resident shall be eligible for general 

relief. 

(2) If a person is absent from the state voluntarily~ 

he is inellgitle for general relief in Montana. 

(3) Aliens found to be illegally within the United 

States are not eligible for relief from state funds. 

{It} Nonresidents or interstate transients may receiv~ 

teo.pora~y relief from eeonty ~tate public as$jstaoce funds 

in cases of extreme necessity and destitution until they are 

returned at state expense to their state of residence or 

origin.• 

Section lit• Section 53-3-302, MCAo is amended tc read: 

•53-3-302. Payment by check or disbursing order. All 

general relief disburseatents by eObnty-depe~~men~~-ef-pHb++e 

we+fe~e the department shall be by warrant or check. 

However, if the eo~nty--we+fe~e departffient finds that a 

recipient is in the habit of dissipating gene~al relief 

allowances Instead of using the• for the purposes intended 

or that for any other reason it is better for the recipient 

and his family to receive the allowance through disbursing 

orders• then disbursing orders shall be used instead of cash 

payments. All such disbursing orders must be written in such 

forE that the goods and merchandise to be provided may be 
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furnished by any regular dealer In such goods and 

~~rchandlse ~ithin the county of the recjpjent•s_Lesldence.• 

Section 15. Section 53-3-30~, MCAt is amended to read: 

"53-3-304. Power of county department to require 

recipient to perform county work. If the county has work 

2~aila8le which a recipient of general r~lief is capable of 

performing, then the county department of public welfare may 

require the recipient to perform the work at the prevailing 

rate of wages paid by that county for similar work, to be 

paid from ~~e-ee~ft~y-~eer-fHftd ~~le-P~a~~~_f~ 

in place of granting him general relief. The county 

department of public welfare shall pro~ide coveraqe under 

the Harkers• Comp~nsation Act for those recipients of 

general relief working under the pro~isio~s nereof and may 

9nter into such a~reements with the di~ision of workers• 

compensation of tho department of labor and industry as &~ay 

be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.• 

Section 16. Section 53-3-306, MCAt Is amended to read: 

"53-3-306. eeHft~y ~liability for general relief. 

Tit General relief assistance shall be paid from ~he-poer 

~und-e~-~he-eeun~y-where-~he-e~+g+b+e-per~n--re~+de~ ~ 

oubljc assjstance funds. 

t~t--~--per~&n--whe--+eeve~--Meft~ene-~+~h-~he-+n~eo~-~e 

re~+de-+n-eoe~her-~~e~e--eftd--+e~er--re~arn~--~e--res+de--+n 

Hen~e~--+s--eefts+eered--e--new-res+dent-~er-the-pHrpese~e~ 
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~h+e-ehep~er-eftd-~-r-~et3ty 

t3t--When--e--persen--whe---reee+Yes---~eoere+---re++e• 

ess+stenee-meves~e-res+de-+n-e~~her-eeu~yy-he-beeemes-~he 

~+nene+e+--respens+b+++~y-er-~he-new-eeuo~y-~re•-~he-de~e-he 

beg+n~-~e-resfde-+n-~he~-oew-eeun~y•" 

s~ction 17. Section 53-3-307, MCA, is amended to read: 

•53-3-307. County medical assistance oe~ to jater~ 

lL~t~ to be paid fro~ state funds ----exeep~+en. t~t 

Ee~n~y--m~+eet--e~s+s~eftee--~nder--53-3-~63--she++--ne~--be 

eft~f~ted-te-be-pe+e-fre•-s~e~e-fHodsw 

t~t Medical expenses arising from accidental Injury to 

Interstate transients shall be paid fro• county funds and 

reimbursed by the state upon submission of a proper claim.• 

~~CHs Section 18. Funding, scope, and duration 

of public assistance to be determined by department. The 

f~~ding, scope• and duration of public assistance to be 

administered locally under Title 53 shall be determined by 

the department. If available funds are not sufficient to 

provide public assistance for all eligible persons, the 

department may set priorities to limit, reduce, or otherwise 

curtail the funding, scope, or duration of local assis~ance. 

Section 19. Codification instruction. Sections 5 and 

18 are intended tc be codified as an integral part of Title 

53, chapter 2, and the provisions of Title 53t chapter 2t 

apply to sections 5 and 18. 
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1 Section 20. Saving clause. This act does not affect 

2 rights and duties that matured, penalties that were 

Incurred, or proceedings that were begun 

effective date of this act. 

before the 3 

"' 
5 Section 21. Repealer. Sections 53-2-322, 53-2-323t and 

6 53-3-104, ~CAt are repealed. 

-End-
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