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1981

IN THE ROUSE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on State Adninise
ttmtiQn ™

Fiscal note regquested.
Fiscal note returned,
Committee recommend bill do
pass as amended. Report
adopted,

Bill printed and placed on
members' desks,

Second reading, do pass,
Correctly engrossed,
Third reading, passed.

Ayes, 99; Noea, 0.
Transmitted to Senate,

SENATE

Introduced and referred to
Committee on Etate Adminise-
tration,

Committees rocommend bill be
concurred in as amended,
Report adopted,

Mot.ion pass consideration,
Motion pass consideration,

Second reading, concurred in.



Harch 31, 1981

April 1, 1981

April %, 1981

tn motion rules suspended,
8ill placed on calendar

for third reading this day
and allovwed to be transmitted
on 71lst legislative day.
Motion adopted,

Third reading, concurred in
as anmended, Ayes, 46; MNoes, 0,

IN THE HOUSE

Returned from Senate with
amendments,

Second reading, amendments
concurred in,

On motion rules suspended and
bill placed on third reading
this day.

Third reading, amendments
concurred in, Ayes, %1;
Noes, 0, Sent to enrolling,

Reported correctly enrolled,
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‘Z@ga_/ BILL NOe
INTRODUCED BY

h L83
/ﬂ@ua__f&
A%,?Z; , 4[ g

A S8ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISEZE AND CLARIFY
THE LAWS RELATING T0O BALLOT ISSUES; REQUIRING THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TQ REVIEW ALL BALLOT ISSUES; TO SIMPLIFY
THE LANGUAGZ IN BALLOT ISSUE PETITIONS; TG REQUIRE THAT EACH
PETITION CONTAIN THE ADDRESS OF THE PERSON CIRCULATING IT;
AND REQUIRING THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO APPOINT A COMMITTES TO
ARITE THE PURPOSE OF THE BALLOT :£SSUE AntD THe STATEMENTS DF
IMPLICATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-2024 13-27-204 THROUGH

13-27-2CTy 13-27-302y AND 13-27-312y MCh."

Bf IT ERACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAMA:
Szction le Section 13-27-202s 4CAy Is amended to read:
m13-27-202¢ Approval of feorm requiraede (1} Before a

petition may ba circulated for signaturesy a sample sheet
conteining __the text _of the .propased measure mwust be
submitted to the secretary of state in the form in which it
will b2 circulatedes The sample petition may not be submitted
to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior to the
final date for filing the signed petition with the secretary
of statee. The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the
petition sheet to:

{al the attorney general for Hhis approvale The
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secretary of state and attorney general must each review the
petition for sufficiency as to form and approve or reject
the form of the petitiony stating the reasons for rejections
if any.

{b) _the lggislative councila Ihe legislative council
shall_review the text of the proposed wmeasure . for. clacitys
consistapcys of any otber factors the council considers when
deafting legislations Yhe legislative council must make its
recommendations _within .14 _days  ofter _the  _petition. . _is
submitied _to_ the secretary of stalee The persen submitiing
ihe petition may accedts _rejacts or modify the _changes
recommended by _the  Jegislative councile. A _copy _of the
recommended changes shall. be madas available to any persopn by
the_secretary of state upoa roquests

{2} The secretary of stata shall review the comments
cind statements of the attorney general received pursuant to
13-27-312 and make a final decistion as to the approval or
rejection of the form of the petitione The secretary of
state shall send written notice to the person who submitted
the petition sheet of the approval within 28 days after
submission of the petition sheete The secretary of state
shiall send written notice iIf the petition has been rejected
together with reasons for rejection within 4 days after
submission of the petition shecta”

Section 2. Section 13-27-204y MCAs is amended to read:

-2- INTRODUCED BILL

YR won
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n13-27-204« Petition for the initiativee (1} The
following is substantially the form for a petition cailing
for a wote to enact a law by the initiative:

BETITION TU PLALE
INITIATIVE NOe . ON
THE_ELECTION SALLGT

{a) . If 5% _of .the voters o each of 2% legislative
rapresentative districts sign this petiticn _and _the tgtel
pugber _of _woters. _signing. this _petition (s esaeas this
measure will gsopear on the pext general election ballote _If
a.majority of woters voie for this measure at that electioo
it wmill become lana

{b) _Hee _the undersigned Montana woterss propose that
the secretary of state place the following measure op _the
ssssas spss 19ess general_election bhallofs

(Iitle of peasure writieo pursyant Lo 13=-27-312)

{statement of jmplication written pursuant fto 13-27-312)

{cl__Voters _are urged to read the complete texti of the
measures which agpears (op the reverse side ofs aitached tos
etces 25 applicable) on this sheets . A sigpnature oo _ibis
petition s _only to put the measure on the Dallot apd does
not necessarily mean the signer_agrees with the measures

£d} WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a nawe other then

hisgzhar own to this petition or who signs h#s-msme more than

-3-
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ance uwpen——a-petikion for the same issue at one election or
whe~+s—-noty—at-the—-time-he signs this—petitiony—a--quettfied
etector-—of——the-—-stete-—of xhen _pot. _a legally registerga
Montana yqQter s porisheb¥e-—-by subjfect Lo a Ffine-——neot
exceeding $500 fipes or—-imprisonment—in-the-county 9 gopihs
in jail for-a-term—not-toe--—-exceed--L——-monthsy or bouthy—~or
Fmprisonment-+n-the-state-prisen-for-e-term-net-to-exceed-14
yearss

{e) _Each _persopn  must sign _with _hissber pame and
address_exactly as besshe is _reqistered Lo voles or the
sigpature will_ onal be coustedes

PEFITION-FER-INIFIAFIVE

Fo~—the-~Honereble——swvsresr——Secretary-—of-State-of-the
state-of-Nontana+t

Wey-the—undersigned-qualtified-etectors—of-the-stete-—of
Montanay-—-respectfuldy——propose~--that-—-the-—nessure—-printea
within—-this-petitiony—entitied-{titie-of-proposed-——Ian}y--be
submitted-—to—the-—qualified-eltectors—ef-the-state—cf-Montane
for-their~approval-or-rejection-nt-the-generai——etection--te
pe-—-hetd--on——the-vesv-day-of-svesvy-19vsvBy~—his-signaturey
sach——signer——certifiest——F-——have—-personattiy-~signed--—this
petitiont——i-em-a-quatified-etector~of-the-state—of-MNontanes
f-have-not-signed-another—petition—for-the--sane-—issge--for
the-——same-—~-alections——-and-—my-——post-office-—address-——and

Feaistetive-representative——district——number——are--correctty

-G
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nritten——after-—my-—-name--to-—the--pest-—of-my-knowtedge-and
oetiefy

{2} HNumbered lines shall follow the above heading.
Each numbered 1ine shall contain spaces for the signatures
nost-office addressy legislative representative district
numhars and printed last name of the signer."

Section 3. Section 13-27-205s MCAs is amended to reads:

")13-27-205« Petition for the referendums (1) The
following is substantially the form for a petition calling
for approval or rejection of ai act of the legislature by
the referendum:

PETITION T0 PLACE REFERENDUM NO.
LM THE ELECTION SALLDT

taj _If 5% of the voters _jo__each _cf 34 _legislative
rapresantative districis sign fhis petition and fhe iotal
oumber of _voters _signing. _the petition is _ssees _Senate
{housel _Bill numbser _aesss_  _Will appear oo the gext gensral
2laction ballots If a _majority of _voters vote for _this
measyre at that election it will become lawe

ib} _¥es the _undersigned dootapa voterss propose that
Lthe_secretary of state place the _following. Senate _{House)
Bill Number essss passed by the Jegislature on sessss on ihe
next _general glection ballot:

{Iitle of referendum written pursuant o 13-27-312)

{Statement of implication wriifeo pursuaot to 13=27-312)

-5=
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1c) _Yoters _are urged to read the compiete text of the
measures which appears {op the reverse side ofs attached tos
2iCss 3s applicable} oo _fhis sheeta A _signature op_ _this
petition _is_ opnly to puf the measure oo the hallok and does
0ot _necessarily mean the sigper agress with ihe measures

1d) WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than
hisfher own to this petition or who signs h+s—-mname more than
once uapen——a-petition for the same issue at one election or
who—is—-noty-at-the-time-he signs this—petitiony—e-—quatified
eltector-—of-—-the--state--of when not a3 legally registered
Montana ygter is punishebie——-by--a--fine-—-of--not--exceeding
subject _fo _a $500 fines or-imprisonment-in—-the-county—-ja+d
for-a-term-net-to-exceed 6 months ig _jgils or bothy——er
mprisonment—in—the—state-prison-for—a-term—not-to—exceed—18
years,

ie) _Each _pecson must _sign._hissher pame and address
exactly as besshe is registered to votes or _the sigoature
will pot be counteds

PETEIFEIBN—FBR-RCFERENDBEM

Fo--the-—Honorable--sesvsvey——Secretory——of-State—of-the
state-of-Montanat

Wey-the-undersigned-quelified-etectors-of-the-state--of
Homtanay--respectfuily-——petition——that-—Senate——{Houser—2+3++

Humber—seswvy-entitiecd-ftitie—of-actiy-passed-by——the-——ssrvry

—f—

LRGN NEN
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tegistature—of-the—state-of-Montana-at-the-regudar—-{specinty
session——of-—the—legisisture—that—commenced-veswvey-dvswy-be
referred-to~the-people-of-the-stete—Ffor~—thetr-—apprevel—-or
rejection-at—the-generai-etection—to-he-hetd-on-the-srws-day
of~~swyesy——19swvv-By-his~-signaturey-ecach-signer-certifiese~-F
heve—-peraconalty-signed-—this-—petitiont-—i--sm--e--quatified
e}ector-—of——the-state-of-Montanat-i-have-not-signed-another
petition—-for-the-seme-issde-for—the-same-——-etleetiony——-and-—-my
post—-offitee——-address-end-}egistiative-—representative-distriet
number-are—correctiy-writtefr-after-my-nome-ta~the-best-of-my
knowledge—and-betiefs

{2) Numbered lines shall foliow the above headinge
Each numbered line shall contain spaces for the signatures
post-office addresss legislative representative district
numbare and printed last name of the signer.%

Section 4. Section 13-27-206¢ MCAs is amended to read:

*13-27-206« Petition for initiative for constitutional
conventions (1) The following is substantially the form for
a petition to direct the secretary of state to submit to the
quatified voters the question of whether there shall be a
constitutional convention:

BETITION TO PLACE
INITIATIVE NOe o CALLING FOR
A_CONSTITUTIONAL CONYEMTION. ON

THE ELECTION BALLCT

-7—-
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{a) _1f _10% _of _the voters ip each of 40 legislative
districts sign this petition and fthe total pumber of voters
signing. _this _petition is ssseas ihe question of whether to
have a constitutiopal convention will _appear _on. the oexi
general _selection ballote If 3 majority of wveiers voie for
the_constitutional conveption the legislature will call for
a.copstitutional convepfion 2t jits paxt sessions

{h)_ _Wes _the _undersigoed Moatana woterss_progese that
the_secretary of state place ihe guestion of whether 1o hold
a. constitutional conveption on _the  _sseess. seses 192ae3
general._elaction ballots

4Title of the jpitiative writien pursuant %o 13-27-312)
{Statement of implication written pursyant tc 13-27-312)

{c) _A__signature on _this petition jis only to put the
call for a constitukional copvention oo the ballok and ._does
pot__pecessagily .mean  the sigoer is in.favor of galling a
constitutiopal conventions

{41 WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other thaen
hisgzher own to this petition or who signs his-name more than
once dpon-—-a-petition for the same issue at one election or
who~is—noty—et—the-time—he signs this-petitiony-a-——quatifiea
etector-—of-——the-state—is-punisheble-by-e~fine-not-exceeding
smhen not a leGally registered Montana voler is suhject fo g

$500 fipe or imprisomrment—in—the—county-jeii-for-a-term—not

B - Tl



1

12

13

14

15

15

17

18

20

21

22

23

25

LC 23356/01

to-exceed 6 months in_jalls or bothv-or-iaprisonment—in-—the
stete-prison-for-a-term-not-to-exceed-id-years,

f{e) Eachb vperson. must_ sign__hissber pame aod_address
exactly 2s hesshe is registered to vokes or _the signature
will not be counteds

FREFFAFIVE-PETITIBN-BN-THE-QUESTION-OBF-CALLEING
A-CENSTFIFUFEONAL-CONYENTION

Fo-—the--Honorable--sssvyey--Secretary——of-Setate-of-the
state—of-Mentanas

Wey-the-undersigned-quatificd-eteetora-of-the-state-—cf
Hontenay——respectfuliy-—petition-that-the-question-ef-whether
there~-shati-be-an—-untimited-convention-to-revisey—attery--or
amend—-Fhe-Eonstitution-of-the-State-of-Hontane—be—-submitted
to-the~quetifired—e¥ectors—ef-the-state—-cf-dontana-for——cheir
approval-—or-rejection—at-the-generai-election-to-—be~hetd-on
the-ssvs~-day-of—wwsssy—19sss-By-his-signaturey-—ench-—signes
certifiest——i~-have--persopatiy-signed-this-petitiony-i-am-ea
quatified—etector-of-the-state-of-dHontanat-i-have-net-siqred
another—patition-for—the—same—tasue-for-the—-—seme——etlectiont
and—-—my--post-office——nddress-and-}eqistative-representative
district-number-are-correctiy-written-afeer—-my-name——to——the
best-of-my-knowltedge—snd-betiefs

(2) wumbered lines shall follow the above headinge
Each numbered 1ine shall alsc contain spaces for the

signatures post-office addresss legislative representative

-
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district numbere and printed Yast name of the signere®
Section 5 Section 13-27-207¢ MCAs is amended to read:
"13-27-207« Petition for initiative for constitutional
amendmente {1) The following is substantially the form for a
petition for the initiative to amend the constitution:
BETITICH TO PLACE CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NOo. __ ON
THE_ELECTION RALLOT
Lay _If 103 of the voters in each .of 40 Jegislakive
districts . sign this petition and the kokal pumber of yvoiers
sigoning the pefition IS assess this constitutional amendment
wil) appear on the _next general. electiocn . ballote. If 3
majority of wvoiters woie for this amepdment gt that elaction
it will become part of the consiitutions
£D)__Mes the undersigned Montana voterss.  Qropese. that
ibe__secretary of _siate place the following constitutiopal
apendment . on the  sssses. ssess 19sesx  g2neral _election
baliots
{Yitle of the propesed contitutiopal amendment
uritten pucsuant to 13-27-312)
{Siatemepnt of implicatjon sriiien pursuant fo 13-27-312)
{c) _¥oters _are urged to read the complete text of the
measurss which appears (on the reverse side ofs atiached s
2ices _as applicable) op this sheete A sigoature _on _this
aetition _is only to put the constitutional amendwent gn the

-10-
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ballot and deoes not necessarily mean the sigpar_agrecs _with
ihe_amendmente
id) WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than

hisfzher own to this petition or who signs his~prame more than

once apen—-a-petitton for the same issu= at one election or
whe-—is-notv-at—the-time—he signs this-petitiony-a-quatified
elector-of-the-—stote~~of uhen _not 3 legally _rogistered
Montana ygter +s--punisheble--by-—s-——fine-not-exceeding js
subject to a $500 fines or-imprisonment—in-the--county--jaid
fof——e—-ter-——qot—-te--exeeed 6 months jn_jails or bothy-or
‘mprisonment-in-the~-state-prison—for-ea—term—not-to—exceed-18
years.

4e)__Each person wust sign bisfher name aod cddress__as
besshe__is _registered to voies or the sigonature will not be
counteda

PEFIFION-PREBPBSING-A-CONSTEFUFIONAE-AMENBMENF
BY~FHE~ENIFIAFIVE

Fo-the-Henorable-vewvwry-—5Secretary——of-~State——of—-the
stete—of-Hontanas

Hey——the-undersigned-qualified—etectors—of-the-state-of
Hontanay—-respectfulty——petition——that——the-———constitutiona}
amenduent—-pr+ﬂted--n+th+n—th+s—petit*on—be-s«bmitted—te;the
quatified——etectors——of-—the-—state——of-—Mentana——Ffor——their

approval--or—-rejectivn—at-the-statewide-ciection-to-be—held
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en-the-syrrr—day-of-~wsvsvry-—1%sws—-By-~his--signraturey——ench
stoner-—certifiest-I-heve-personatiy—signed-this-netitiony-I
am—a—-qualtified-etector-of-the-state-of-Montanas~i--have--not
signed——another—-petition——for-—-the—-seme~issue-~for—the—smme
etectiont——and-—my--post-office-—address-——-and-—-tegisiative
representative——district-—number-are-correctiy-written—after
my-name-to~the-best-af-my-knowltedge-and-betiefs

(2) Numbered lines shall follow the above headinge
Each numbered 1line shall contain spaces for the signaturey
post-office addressy legislative representative district
numbery and printed last name of the signer."

Section & Section 13-27-302s MCAs is amended to read:

®13-27~302« Certificatlion of signatures. An affidavite
in substantially the following forme shall be attached to
each sheet or section submitted to the county officialz

Is (Nome of person e#resdating who _circulated _this
petition)s affirmse or being first swornes deposes and sSayss
that I circulated or assisted in circulating the p=tition to
which this affidavit is attached and I believe the
signatures thereon are genuiney are the signatures of the
persons whose names they purport to bes grg _the_ _signatures
of _Hopntana. _electors _who _are registered at _the address
folloming their signatures and that the signers knew the
contents of the petition before signing the samee.

escssssesesssa{Signature of petition circplatar)
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sassasasssssasass{Address of petition circulator)
_asasssssss{late circulator signs this affidavit)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this esess day Of asecsoer

19 ee
essesnes (Person authorized to take oaths)
Seal eessssncace(Title or notarial information)®
Section Te Section 13-27-312, MCAy is amended to read:
»13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general --
preparation of stetement siatemepise (1) Upon receipt of a
petition from the office of the secretary of state pursuant
to 13-27-202y the attorney general shall examine the
petition as to forme If the petition form is approvedsy the
attorney general shall prespare-end-transmit-—to—the-secretary
of --state——a-conetese~stetenent-nor-exceeding-i80—nordav—-Fhis
atatement—ahati-express—a-true-and-impartiat-expltansticen——of
the——purpose——of--the-proposed-battot-issve—in—-plainy-easily
understood-tanquagev—Fhe-—statenent-may-—not——pe——an——arqument
end-—may-—pot-—be-—written——-so-as-to-create—prejudice~for-or
egainat-the—-meesure appoipnt a  fiye-member coomitiee Lo
recepmend  the statement of purpese apd the statement of the
implicatigns of the measures The commitiee shall consist _of
two _persons.. recommegded by the person filing the petitions
two. _persons _koown. . fo._Qppose . the . measures...and. . _one
represeptative  of fhe attoroay geperal?s office who is tha
chairnape _The commitiee shalls  withio. 14 _ gays _ of

-13-
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appaintments meet _and recommend by a wote of a_majority of
the commistess

La)__2 stalemepts pot %o exceed 100 _wordss _explaining
the purpose of the measure: aod

{b)._statemeniss . Dok __to _ exqeed 25 _words__eachs
explaining the implications of a vote for and a_voke asgainst
the mpeasure.

123 _The attorpey gensral gay accepis rejocts or modify
ibe _siatempepts _recopmended by the copmittees _If _the
sommitiee_ is unable to recommend one or boih_statementss ihe
attorpney general shall prepare the stateweniss

43) _Ihe statement of _purpose _and the statements of
implication must express the true and impartial _explanaticn
of _the progosed Dballet _jssue jn plaine gasily understgod
language and. may not be argumepts or written sg _as.to create
wrejudice _for or against the measyres

{4) The statement gf purpogse prepared pursuant to this
subsesetion subsection (1) or_{2)+ unless altered by a court
under 13-27-316y is the petition title for the measure
circulated by the petition "and the ballot title if the
measure is placed on the ballote.

f23-—ht--the--same—-time-——the—-statement——of-purpose—is
preparedy-the-attorney—generai-shnit-prepare-——-statements—-of
the-implication-of-a-vote-for-or—-ageaiast-a—-paitot—+ssucw-Fhe

statements——of-imprication-may-be-—no-more-than—-25-werds—each

WS 02
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and-—-shald—-pe-~in--simpltey-——~impartiai---}anquege-~-—ctearty
explaitning-—-the-meaning-of-a-vote-for-end-a-vote-against-the
+9syer—Fhe—statements—cf-inplication——prepared--pursusnt——te
this—sectiony-uniess-attered-by—a-court-under-13-2¥~-3t6y-are
the-—-stetementa—to—be-—used-on—the-petition-and-the-patiot—+f
the-measure—is-ploaced-on-the-battots

12} The statements of implication shall be placed
beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballat in a
manner simitar to the following example:

[:]FDR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years

of age
E]AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 138
years of age

+3316) If the petition is rejected as to forms the
attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary
of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the
attorney generals If the petition is approved as to forme
the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose
and the statements of implication to the secretary of state
within 21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney
general«”

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. __350-81

FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15

In compliance with a written request received February 10 , 19 81 , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for . House Bill 683 pursuant to ' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA.).
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request.

Description of Proposed Legislation

House Bill 683 is an act to revise and clarify the laws relating to ballot issues;
requires the Legislative Council to review all ballot issues; simplifies language; requires
Attorney General to appoint a committee.

Assumptions

1. No provision is made for payment of expenses for committee members.

2, An average of three measures would be reviewed each biennium by the Legislative Council.
3. Review time would cost $12 ;n hour.

4, This cost would be absorbed at the expense of other Council activities.

Fiscal Impact

FY 1982-83 Biennium - $1,080

e Doay

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Oftfice of Budge7 Td PrOjram Planning

—

Date:
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Approved by Committee

on State Administration

HOUSE BILL NO. 683
INTRODUCED BY FABREGAs B. 2ROWMs BERGENME,

CONNe SENGTSONs ANDERSGNe DONALDSON

A BELL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO REVISE AND CeLARIFY
THE LAWS RELATING T4 BALLOT ISSUES; REQUIRING THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO REVIEW ALL BALLOT TISSUES; TO SIMPLIFY
THE LANGUAGE IN BALLOT ESSUE PETITIONS; TO REQUIRE THAT EACH
PETITIGM COMTAIN THE AODRESS OF THE PERSON CIRCULATING IT;
AND REQUIRING THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TGO APPOINT A COMMITFTEE TO
WRETE THE PURPOSE OF THE BALLOT ISSUE AND THE STATEMENTS OF
IMPLICATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-202y 13-27-204 THADUGH

13-27-207s 13-27-302¢ AMD 13-27-312+ MLAM

82 IT ENACTED B8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE uF MONTANAC
Section l. Section 13-27-202+ MCAs is amended to read:
"13-27-202« Approval of form reguireds (1) Sefore a

petition may be circulated for signaturess a sample sheet

containing the text of the proposed_measure must be

submitted to the secretary of state in the form in which it
will be circulateds. The sample petition may not be submitted
to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior to the
final dote for Filing the signed petition with the secretary
of state. The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the

petition sheet to:
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{a) the attorney general for his approval. The
secretary of state and attorney general must each review the
petition for sufficiency as to form and approve ofF reject
the form of the petttiony stating the reasons for rejections
if any.

ib) _the legislative council. The legisiative council

shall review the text of the proposed measure for  claritys

consistencys or_ any other factors the council considers when

drafting legislations The leqislative council must make its

recommendations within__14 days_ _after_ _the petition is

submitted to_ the secretary of statee. The person_submitting

the petition may__accepts rejects _or modify _the changes

recommended by the legislative councile A copy of the

recommended chansjes_shall _be_made available_to_any person_by

the secretary of state upon requesSts.

{2) The secretary of state shall review the comments
and statements of the attorney general receivad pursuant to
13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or
rejection of the form of the patition. The secretary of
state shall send written notice to the person who submitted
the petition sheet of the approval within 28 days after
submission of the petition sheete The secretary of state
shall send written notice if the petition has been rejected
together with reasons for rejection within 14 days after

sudmission of the petition sheeta”

2= HB 683

SECOND READING
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Section 2. Section 13-27-204s MCAy is amended to read:

"}3-27-204. Petition For the initiativee. (1) The
follawing is substantially the form for a petition <calling
for a vote to enact a law by the initiative:

PETITION TO PLACE

INITIATIVE NO. N

THE_ELECTION BALLOT

fa)__Ef_ 5% of _the _woters _in_each_of 34 _legislative

representative districts _sign_this petition__and_the total

number of_ voters signing this petition iS5 esseasy this

measure will appear on_the next general! election ballote. If

a majority of voters vote for this measure_at that election

it will become_laws

{8} _des the _undersigned Montana_voterss proposes_that

the secretary of state place the following measure on_ the

ssese uweat 19eay general election ballot:

[Title of measure written pursuant_to 13-27-312)

{Statement _of implication_written pursuant _to 13-27-312})

fc}__voters _are urged_to read _the _complete text of the

measurey which appears {on_the reverse side ofy attached tos

etces _3s_applicable} on_this_sheet. A__signature _on__this

petition _is__only to put the measure on_the ballot and_does

not_necessarily mean_the signer agrees with_the measures

{d) WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than

3= HE 683
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hiszher own to this petition or who signs hts—mname mors than
once upem-—3-petitisn for the same issue at one election or
who-ts-notv-at-the-time-he s5i0ns this-petitiony-a—-quatified

etector—-of--the—-state-——of whepn not _a legally resisteren

Montana voter is pontshabie—by subject

to a fime--nox
exceedirng 55300 finey er—imprisonment-tm—the-esanty 5 _months
in jail fear-a-term-not-to--exceed--6——monthsy or bothy--er
Tmprirsenment-tn-the-state-prraon-for-a-term-not-to-exceed—-190

yearse

{e) _Each _person__must _sign with hisshec name and

address exaetdy IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME MANNER as thezshe

ts-reatstered—to-vote ON HIS/HER VOTER REGISTRY CARD: o»r the

signature_will not be countede.

PEFEFION-FOR-INIFIAFIVE

Fe-~-the-—-Herorable—-seawwvr-——Seeretary—-of-State-asf-the
stote—-of-Montanar

Hey-the-ondersigned-quatified-etectors-of-the-state-—of
Hontanay——respectfutiy-—propose-—that--the--messvre-—printed
within-this-petittony-entitied-{titte-of-proposed——tawyv--ne
sepmitted-—to-the-quatifred-etectors—of—the-state-cf-Fomtana
for—their-epproval-or-rejection-at-the-general--etection—-te
pe—-phetd-—on-~the-sssv-day-of-svrwrvr-19wer-Sy~his—sianotorey
each--signer--certrfieat-—f--mave——-personatty—-sigres---this
pettttont—i-am—a-quatrfied-etector-of-the-state-of-Montanai

i-have-not-signed-another-petittion-for-the--same-—issoe--for

—4— HE 683
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the—--same---etectiont——--end-—~my——-post—of ftece —address--and
+egrs+etive—;epfesentative--distfiet——number-—are-—cerrectiy
written——after-—-my--name--—to-—the--best-~of-my-knowledge-and
aettefx

(21 Numbered lines shall follow the above headinga
tach numbered 1line shall contain spaces for the sigynatures
sost-of fice addressy legislative representative district
numbers and printed last name of the signer."™

Section 3. Section 13-27-205« MCAs is amended to read:

"11-27-205. Petition for the referendum. (i) The
following is substantially the fors for a petition calling
for approval or rejaction of an act of the legislature by
the referencum:

PETITION TO_PLACE REFERENDUM NO.

ON_THE _ELECTION_B8ALLOT

{a) If 5% of the woters__in each_ _of 34 _ltegislative

representative ojistricts _sign__this petition_»nd_the_ total

number of wvoters signing  the petition iS5  seses  Senate

{Housel) Bill numoer _  «see  will appear on the next neneral

electicn hallote If a4 majority of voters wvote for this

pessure at that_election it will become laws

{t:)  _wey the undersigned Montana voterss propus:> that

the secretary of state_place_the_ _following__Senate__(House}

3ill _Mumber seesy _passed by the legislature 00N _sesess on_ths

next general _election ballot:

—5- HE 683
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(Title of referendum written pursuant to 13-27-312)

{Statement of implication written pursuant to 13-27-312})

fcl__Voters_ _are_urged _to_read the complete text of_ the

measures which appears _{on_the reverse side_ofs_attached tos

etcey as_applicable} on_this sheet. A__siapature__on__this

petition _is__only to put the measure on_the ballet and_deoes

not _necessarily mean the_signer adrees with_the measures

(4 WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than
hissher own to this petition or who signs hits—-neme more than
once uwpeon—-a-petitien for the same issue at one election or
who-—ts-Aoty—at-the-time-Re s5igns thts-petttionv-a——qualtifired

elector--of-—-the--state-—-of when not_ _a legelly registered

Montana voter is pamtshsble——by-—-a--fine-—of-—mot-—exceeding

subject to__a 3500 fines or—imprisenment—imn—the-codnty—jatd

for-a-termnot-to-exceed & months in _ jails or bothy--eor
tMprirsonment-tA-the-state—prison—for-a-—termnot-to-exceed-18
yeArs.

{e] _Each operson must sign_  hissher name_and address

exsethy [N SUSSTANTIALLY JTHE_ _SAME__MANNER as fhefshe--ts

reqratered-—to~~vote ON HIS/HER VLTER REGISTRY CARDs or the

siygnature will not be counted.

PEFIFION-FOR-REFERENDBUM
Fo-the-Honerable-sssvrwy-~Secretary——of--state-—of-——tiha

state-of-%entanat

—-f- HE 633
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Wey-—-the-undersigned-quatified-etectors-of-the-state-of
Mentanavy-respectfully-——-petition—-that—Senate—{House}—~B++l
Hamber--ssssy—entirtied-ftitie-of-sctiv-passed-by-the-svsvws
tegitsiature-of-the-state—of-Hontana-at-the-reguiar—{spectatd
sesston-of-the-teaisiatore-that-commenced-srvrrvr—~1Inzv--be
referred-~to-—-the--people-of-the -state-for-thetr-approvit-er
rejectron-ot-the-generat-etection-teo-—be-held-on-the-wrsv-day
of—zyvasvy—iFers—dy-hits-signatarev-ecach-sioner—certiftass——3
have--personatdy-—-sigred-—this--petirtioni-—F--am-s-qualt+fied
elector-of-the-state—of-Montanai-i-have-net--signed--another
petttron—~for—-the--same-tssde-for-the-same-electioni—ond-my
post-office-address-and-leqgistative-—representattve-—district
nofiber—are—correctlty-written-after—-my-name-to-the-best-of-my
knowledge-and-betiefy

(2) Numbered 1lines shall follow the above neadinge
fach numbered Tine shall contain spaces for the sigjnature,
post-office addresss legislative representative district
numbery and printed 1ast name of the signer."

Sectioun 4e Section 13-27-206s MCAs is amended to read:

w13-27-206« Petitton for initiative for constitutional
coonvention. {1} The follawing is substantially the form for
a petition to direct the secretary of state to submit to the
qualified wvoters the question of whether there shall be a
constitutional convention:

PETITION TO_PLACE

-7~ H™ 683
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INITIATIVE Nl v CALLING FOR

A_CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, O

YHE_ELECTION BALLOT

{a} _If 11% of the voters in _each of 4¢_ _leqgislative

districts__sign _this petition_and_the_ total number of woters

5igntng this petiti10n iS _eesess the juestion_of _whether to

have _ga__constitutional _convention _will appear_cn_the next

jgeneral election_ballot. If a majority of wvotars _wvots__Ffor

the _constitutional convention the lecislature wiltl call _for

a_constitutional convention_at _its next sessiones

{b)__key the undersigned Montana votersy _propose that

the secretary of state place_the _question of whether to_hecl2

a_constitutionsl ronvention on the _ssese ssey 1%esey aeneral

election ballot:

{fitle of the initiative written pursuant to 13-27-312)

{S5tatement of implication_written pursuadnt to_13-27-312)

{c} A__signature__on _this_p2tition_is _only to pul tne

call_for a constitutional convention_on_the ballot_and_ _ does

not  necessarily mean _the_ signer is in _favor_of calling 3

constitutional conventions

{d) WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than
hissher own to this petition or whu signs his-neame mora than
once upen——a-petititen for the same issue at one election or

who-tS—noty—at—tihe-time—he signs this-petitironr-o—-quatifted

-8~ HS 683
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etector--of--the-state-i3-punishabie-by-a-fine-not-exeseding

whin not a leqally registered Montana veoter is subject to a2

5560 fine or tmprisemnment—in-the-county—jatt—for—-a—term—not
to-exceed 5 months in_jails or bothv-er-imprisonment-in-—the
state-prisen-for-a-term-not-to-exceed-i8-yeors.

le) _Ea2ch person__must sign__his/her name_and_address

exsetdy IN__SUsSTANTIALLY _THE__SAME__MANNER as hegshe-—is

registered——to--vote N HIS/HER VOTER REGISTRY CARDs oOr the

signature_will not be_counteds

FHEFFAFIVE-PEFIFFON-BN-—THE-QUESTION-9F-CALEING
A-COHSFITFUT FONAL -ECNYENTION

Fo-the-Honoranle—wesrrwy——Secretary--of-—State-—-ef--the
3tate—of-Hontanat

HWey-—the-anderstagned-quatified-etectors-of-the-state—of
MHomtamav-respectfulty-petttion-that-the-question—of--whether
there—-shati-be—an-untimtted-convention-to-revisevy—~attervy-or
amend—-Fhe-constrtution—ef-the-State-of-MNontana-be--submrtted
to-—the-quattfred-eatectors—of-the—state-ef-Mentana—fer-thetr
appreval-er—-rejection—at-the-generasl-eiectton—to-be-hetd--on
the-—gsysv——day-of-=svesy-1Fves-Sy—his-Stqnatarey-each—sijner
cererftest-F-have-personatty-stgqned-this-petitiont--t--am--a
quatifred-etector-of-the-state-of-dentanatr-f-have-not-stined
another—-petition——Ffor-the-same-irssue—for-cthe-same-etectitont
and-my-post-office-address—-and--teqgistative——representative

dtstritct-—Aomber-—are-correctiy-written—after-my-mame-to-the

-9- HE 683
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pest-of -my-—knowledge-nand-bettefs

{2) nNumbered lines shall focllow the above headinge
tach numbered 1line shall also contain spaces for the
signatures post-office addresss legislative representative
district numbers and printed last name of the signer.”

Section Se Section 13-27-20T« MCAs is amended to read:

"13-27-207. Petition for initiative for constitutional
amendment. {1} The following is substantially the form for a2
petition for the initiative to amend the constituticn:

PETITION_TO PLACE CONSTEITUTIONAL

AMENDMENT NO. ON

THE_ELECTION BALLOT

{fa) _If 10% of the wvoters in_each of &40 legislitive

districts _sign _this petition and _the total number _of wvoters

signing_the petition iS5 _eseeer this constitutional amendment

will appear on__the next general election ballote. If a

majority of voters vote for this amendment at that election

it will become part of the constitutione

{b) wWes the undersigned Montana voterss propose_ that

the secretasry of state _place__the following _constitutional

amendment ©N_the seees _seay 1Feees general election ballots

{Jitle of the proposed contitutional _amendment

written pursuant_to_13-27-312}

{Statement of implication writtepn pursuant ts 13-27-312)

{c) _ _Voters are urged to read the complete text of the

-10- H2 683
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measures which appears (on_the reverse side ofs attached tos

etces _as__applicable) _on__this_sheet. _A signature_on_this

petition_is only to put the constitutional amendment on the

ballot_ _and does not necessarily mean the signer agrees with

the amendment.

{d) WARNING

A person who purposefully signs 2 name other than
his[ggg own to this petition or who signs his—aame more than
once uapon--a-petitiom for the samz issue at one election or

who~1s-noty-at-the-time—he signs this-petititony-a—-avatified

elector--ef--the--state--of when_ not__oa legally registered
Montana voter ts-punishable--by--a--fine--not--exceeding is
subject__to__a $500 fines or—imprisonment-in-the-county-Jart
for-a-termnet-to-exceed 6 months in_ _jails or bothy—-er
tmorisonment—in—the-state-prison—for—a-term-not-to—excead—1H
years.

{e)} _Each_ _person_must_sign_his/sher name_and_uaddress IN

SUSSTANTIALLY THe 3AmE_MANNER as hefshe--its--registersd-—-to

vete ON_ _HIS/HER VOTER _REGISTRY CARDy or the signature will

not pe counted.
PEFITEOH-PROPESING~A-EONS FEFUTFFON AL ~AMENOMENT
BY-FHE-INIFEATIVE
Fo-the-Honorabie-sawvesavy——Secretary-—of--State——of-—ths
state-of-Mentenos

Wey— ~the-understqned-quatif ied-etectors-of-the—state-of

~-11- HP 683
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Montanay-~respectfadty--perition——that--the-—-—censtitvtionat
amendment——printed--atthin-thits-petttion->e—submrtted-—to-the
quattFired-—etectors——of--the-—state--of-—Montanas--for-—-*hetr
approval-—or-—rejectron-at-the-statewtde-etectron-to-br-netd
on~tMe—sawvs-—dey-—o0f—~sswvsv——+9vme--By-—~hRts--Stgnatarey-~each
styner——certtftest-I-have-personatiy-signed-this-petittiont—§
am—a-quattfred-elector-of-the-state-of-MHontanai-t-—have--net
stgned-—anotner—-—petttron—-for--the-—-same-1Ssue-for-the-same
etzetiant—and--my--pest-offtee--address——-and-~—tegistativs
representative-—gtstrict——aumber—ars-correctty-mritten—=frer
Ry-name-to-tne-best—af-my-knowtedge-—and-betltrefs

(2) Numbzared lines shall follow the above heusdinge
Eacth numberaed 1line shall contain spaces For the si.natures
post-office addresss legislative representative (istrict
numbers and printed last name of the signer."

Section 6. Section 13-27-302+ MCAs is amended to read:

»13-27-302« Certification of signatures. An affidavite
in substantially the Ffollowing forme shall be attached to
each sheet or section submitted to the county official:

Is {Nkeme of person etrev}ering who circulated this

petition)s afftrms AFFIRMy or being first swornes geposss
DEPOSE and says SAY: that [ circulated or assisted in
circulating the petition to which this affidavit is attached

and I believe tine signatures thereon are genuiner are the

signatures of the persons whose names they purport to bey

-12- HE 683
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are_the signatures of Montana electors Wwho_are registered at

the _address following their _signatures and that the signers

kn=w the contents of the petition before signing the samce

essemssaneseses {Signature of petition_circulator)

sessccsesasvensae {Address of petition_circulator)

sevasssese_fDate circulator signs this affidavit)

Subscribed and sworn  to before me this eees day Of escenes
19+ e
esseeses (Person authorizes to take ocaths)
Seal ssencssess [Title or notarial information)™
Sectiun Te Section 13-27-312+ MCAs is amended to read:
"13-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general --
preparation of setatement statements. (1) Upon receipt of a
petition from the office of the secretiary of state pursuant
to 13-27-202+ the attorney general shall examine the
petition as to forme If the petition form is approved, the
attorney ga2neral shall prepare-and-transmit—to-the-secretary
of--state—-o-cencise—statement-not-execeding— 198 -wordss-Fhts
stntement-shatti-express-a-true-and-impartiat-expranatien—-of
the--pargese -—af--the-proposed-batiot-issve-in-plainy-easity
onderstecd-tangusges—Fhe-statement-may-not--be--an--argument
And--may-—rot-——be--writtean--go-as-te-crente-nrejudice—for-eor

azatnst-the--measdre dppoint a_ five-member committee to

recommend__the statement of purpose_and_the ststement of the

implications of the measures The committee shall consist of

~13- HE 683
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two__persons _recommended by _the person_filing the petitions

two  persons known to__oppose the Jmeasures and one

representative _of the attorney generai®s office who is the

chairmans The committee shall, within 14 days of

appointmenty meet _and_recommend by a3 vote of a majority of

[a)__a_statements not to exceed 100__wordss_ _explaining

the purpose of the measure; and

{b} _statements, not to exceed 25__words__eachy

explaining the implications_of a_vote for and a_vote_against

the_measure.

{2} The attorney general may accepty rejscty or modify

the _statements _recommended__by _the _committees If the

committee 1s_unable to recommend one_or_both_statementss the

atrorney general shall prepare the statementsas

13) _The statement of purpose _and the statements of

implicatign_must_express_the true and_impartial _explanation

of tha proposed ballot issue in plains easily understood

language _and may not be arquments or written S0 as to create

pretudice for or against the measurce

& The statzment of purpose prepared pursuant to thrs
2 o _purpase prep 2

subsecttron subsection {l} or _{2)s uniess alter2d by a court

under 13-27-316s is the petition ¢title foar the measure
circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the

measure is placed on the ballot.

-l4- HE &£83
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f23--At—~the--same——-time——the-—statement—of-porpose-is
preparedy—the-gcttorney-qeneral-shald-prepare-~statements——of
the—tmpitestton—of-a-vote-for-er-against-n-paliot-issvev—Fhe
st3tements--of-implication—may—be-no-more-than—25-words-eaech
and—~shati-—be--in--simpley-—-impartiot---tanguage-——ciearty
explaintne-—-the-meaning-of-a-vote—for-and-a-vote-agarnst-the
t5iver—The-statements-of-tmplication--prepared--pursosnt--to
thts—-seeriteny-untess-aitered-by—-a-court—under-i3-2¥-23+6v-are
the--statements-to-be-nsed-on—the-petititon—and-ehe-batteot—+f
the-measure-is-placed-on-the-battots
{5} The statements of implication shall be placed
beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a
manner similar to the following example:
FOR extending the right tc vote to persons 1Y years
of age
AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18
years of age
£3¥+(6} If the petition is rejected as to forms the
attorney general shall Forward his comments to the secretary
of state within 10 days after recerpt of the petition vy the
atfofney general. If the petition is approvead as to forms
the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose
and the statements of implication to the secretary of state
within 21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney

genaralas"
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HUUSE BILL NO. 683
INTRODUCED 3Y FABREGAs Be ZROWMs BERGENE,

COnNNe 3ENGTSONe ANDERSUNe ODONALDSON

A oIt FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT T3 REVISE AND CLaARIFY
THE LAWS RELAT ING TC BALLOT ISSUFES; RFQUIRING THE
LEGISLATIVE COJNCIL TO REVIEW ALL BALLOT ISSUESS T3 STMPLITY
THE LANGUAGE IN LALLOT ISSUE PETITIAONS] TO REQUIRE THAT talH
PETITIUM CINTAIN THE ADDRESS OF THE PERSON CIRCULATING 1T
AND REQUIRING THE ATTCRNEY GENERAL TO APPOINT A CCMMITTZL TN
WRI1TZ THE PURPOSE OF THE BALLOT ESSUE AND THE STATEMENTS OF
I¥PLICATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-202y 13-27-204 THROUGH

13-27-27Te 13-2T-332e AML 13-27-312s M(2."

[+ ¥
m

IT EMACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Ff MONTANA:
Section l. Section 13-27-202+ MCAs is amenoed to read:
"13-27-202. Approval of form requireds (1} sefore a

petition may be circulated for signaturess a sample sheet

containing the__text _of _the proposed _measure must be

supmitted to the secretary of state in the form in which it
will bs circulated. The sample petition may nct be submitter
to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior to the
final drte for filing the signed petition with the secretary
of states The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the

petition sheet to:
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{a} the attorney general for his approvale The
secretary of state and attorney general must each review the
petition for sufficjency as to form and approve or reject
the form of the petitions stating the reasons for rejections
if anya. -

(b} __the legislative _councils The leqisiative council

shall review _tne text of the proposed measure_ for claritye

consistencys or _any other factors the council considers_when

drafting lejisiotions. The legislative council must make its

recommendations _within__14 days after the petition __is

submitted to_ the _secretary _of states The person_submitting

the petition may _accepts _rejects or modify _the _changes

recommendec_ by _the _legislative council. A& _copy of the

recommended_changjes_shall pe _made available_to_any person by

the secretary of state upon_reguests

{2} The secretary of state shall review the commants
and statements of the attorney gensral receivaed pursuant o
13-27-312 anu make 3 final decision as to the approval or
rejection of the form of the petition. The secretary of
state shall send written notice to the person who submitted
the petition sheet of the approval within 23 days :fter
sucmission of the petition sheet. The secret:ry of state
shall send written notice if the petition has been rejected
together with reasons for rejection within 14 days after

sudmission of the petition shegt."

2= H2 683
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Section 2. Section 13-27-204s MCAy is amended to readgl

#13-27-204+ Petition for the initiativee {1} The
follawing is substantially the form for a petition calling
for a vote to enact a law by the initiative:

INITTATIVE NOS aN

THE_ELECTION BALLOT

ta} If 5% of _the_ _woters _in_each 0f 34 legisliative

representative districts_sign_this petition__and_ the _total

number of wvoters signing this petition iS  esesesy this

measure will appear_cn_the next general election ballote. IFf

a_majority of _voters vote for this measure at that election

it will become lawe

{b)__Wes the undersigned Montana_voterss Droposz_that

the _secretory of state place_the following _measure__on__the

sssse evey 19s.3 general election ballot:

{Title of measure written_pursuant _to [3-27-312})

{5tatement of implicotion_written_pursuant to_13-27-312)

fc) _voters _are urgded_to_read_the complete_text of the

mensures which appears (on_the reverse side ofs _attached tos

etcer 235 applicable) _on_this sheet. A _signature on__this

petition__is__only to put the measure on_the ballot and_does

not _necessarily mean_the signer agrees with the measures

d) WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than

-3~ HE 683
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hiszher own to this petition or who signs hMis-mame more than
once  dpen--a-pettttron for the same issue at one election or
nho-ts-noty-at-the-time-he sicons this-petittony—s--mouatifiar

etector-—ef--the--state-—of when not _a legally readjistered

Montana voter is puntsheble—by subject toc a Fime--nsot
exceeding $300 fines or-imprisomment—im-—the-county o_months
10 jail for-a-termnot-to—-excsed——6-—monthsy or bothy--eof
tmprrsonment-tn-the-stote-prison-For-a-term-not-to-exceed—18

yeorse

{e}__Each person_ _must sign with hissher _name__and

address exgetty IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME MANNER as thezshe

tS-rearstered—to-vote ON HIS/HER VOTER REGISTRY CARDy or the

sigqnature will not be counteds

PEFEF 3N~ FOR-ENIFIATEVE

Fu--the—-Henorab%e~—vv:~r-y-—Seeretafy——e‘-Sédte~eF—the
state—of-Hontanat

dey-the-undersigned-quatifred-etectors-of-+he-state-——of
Momtaney ——respectfutiy-—propose-——that—-the--meosore—-printed
withtn-this-petitiony-entitied-{titte-of-proposed--taw)r--pe
submreted—-to-the-quatrfied-etectors-of-the-state-of-Mantana
for-thetr-approvel-or-rejection—st-the-generat--etection--ts
be-——neld-—on-—the-ssss-day-of-sxsvvrr-19sve-Sy-Ris—Siaimaturey
each-—~stgner--certrfiest-—i--have-personatty--signes---this
petittiont--f-am-a-quatrfired-etector-of-the-state-of-Mentanat

i-have-not-signed-another-petition—Ffor-the--same-—jissue--for

-4 HZ 683
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the--—-same-—-etectitoni-—-and--—-my--post—office--address--and
tegtstative-representative——district-—number-—are--correctiy
writtten--after——my-—name-—-to--the-—best--of-my-knowltedge-and
pettrefw

{2) MNumbered lines shall follow the above hesdinge.
tEach numbered 1line shall contain spaces for the siinatures
post-office addressy legislative representative dJdistrict
numbersy and printed Jast name of the signer.”

Sectiornt 3. Section 13-27-705+ HCAy is amended to raad:

®13-271-203« Peticion for the referendume {1y The
following is substantially the form for a petition c¢alling
for approval or rejaction of an act of the legislature py
the referendum:

PETITION VO_PLACE REFERENDUM NO.

Oin_THE _ELECTION 3aLiODY

{a) If 5% of the wvoters _in each_ of 34 legislative

representative _districts _sign__this petition_ >»nd_the_total

number of voters signing  the petition_ _iS  esess Senpate

(House] Bill numper eees  will appear on_the next neneral

election ballote If a__majority of _voters wote _for this

@measure _at_that_election it _will become laws

(b} _Wes the _undersigned Montana_voterss propos:_that

the_secretury of state place the Ffollowing Senate {House)

2811 _Number sessy passed_by the legislature on_eseess un_the

next_dgeneral_election ballot:

~5- HF 683
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{Title of referendum_written_pursuant to_13-27-312)

{Statement of implication written pursuant_to_13-27-312)

[c)_ _Voters_ are_urged to. read the complete_text of the

measures _which appears (on _the reverse side_ofe attached tos

etcess a5 _applicable}) _on_this sheet. A__signature__on__this

petition__is only to put the measure_on _the bgslliot and does

not _necessarily_mean_the_signer_ aarees with the_ measures

{d} i HWARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than
hisf/her own to this petition or who signs hits-name more than
once upem--a-petitton for the sama issve at one election or
who-is-noty-at-the—time-he sSigns this-petitiony-a——quatified

elector--of-—the--state--of when not a legally registered

Montana voter is puntshable--by--a--fine--cf--not-—exceeding

subject _to _a 350u fines or—imprisonment-in-the-county-3atd

for-a-termnot-to-exceed 6 months 1in__jails or bothy--er
tmprisonment-fA-the-State-prison-for-a-termnot-to-exeeced-1H
YeBrSe

(2} Each person_ must sign__his/sher name_and_address

exactby IN__SUcSTANTIALLY _TFHE__SAME__MANNER a3s hefshe--1s

reqistered-—to--vote ON HIS/HER _VUTER REGISTRY CARDy or the

signature will not be counteds

PEFEF ION-FOR-REFERENBUM
Fo-the-Honorable—axssvvyv--Seeretary-—-of--state-—of--the

state-~of-Montanasr

—6— H» 683
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Hev-—the-anaersigned—quatified-electors-of-the-state—of
Mentanavy-respectfuliy-—-petition-—-that--Senate-—{House}--Bitd
Homber——sswsy—-enettied-ftitie-of-activr-passed-by-the-ssswva
tegtstature-of-the-state-of-Montana-at-the-regutar—¢speeiati
sesston-of -the-tegistature-that-commenced-savsrsy——t9xvy—-be
referred-—to--the——people-of-the -state-for-thetr-approval-or
rejectron-st-the—generat-etectton-to-be-held-on-the-ssrws~day
of-suwssvy-1Jrsew—dy-his-sitgnaturev-each-tisner——certifitessr--3
have--personatty-—styned--this——petrttont--F-—-am-s-quat+fied
elector-of-the-state-of-Montanat-i-have-not--srgned--another
petttton-—-for--the--same-itssue—for-tne-same-electiont-and-my
post-office—address-and-tegistative-reapresentative-~district
number-are-correctiy-written-after-my-name-to-the-best-af-my
knowtedge-ond-betiefy

{2} Numbered 1lines shall follow the above ne dinga
tach numbered line shall contain spaces for the sitnstures
post-office addresss legislative representative district
numbery and printed Jast name of the signera"

Section 4« Section 13-27-206s MCAs is amended to read:

"13-27-206« Petition for initiative fFor constitutional
conventiones (1) The following i5 substantially the form for
a petition to direct the secretary of state to submit to the
qualified wvoters the question of whether there shall be a
constitutional convention:

PETITION TO PLACE

-7~ HR 683
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INITIATIVE NOo » CALLING_FOR

A_CONSTITUTTONAL CONVENTIONs O

FHE _ELECTION BALLOT

{a) If 13% of the voters in _each of 45 legislative

districts_ _sign_this_petition_and the total number of wunters

signing this petition (5 »eeesr _the question of whether to

have__a__constitutional _conventiocna__will dgppear _on_the next

Jeneral _election ballote If a majority of _woters vote for

the _constitutional convention the lecisltature will call _For

a_constiturional convention at_its next sessione

{b} _kes the undersigned Montana voterss _propose _that

the secretary of state place_the question of whether to_holg

a_constitutions) _convention on _the eeeee saey 1%sss3y gerzral

elactiyn ballot

{Title of the_initiative written pursuant to 13-27-3t2)

i{Statement of implication written pursuant to 13-27Y-312)

fc) A _signature__on _this petition is_only to_put tne

call _fFor_a_constitutional convention on_the ballot and _does

not__necessarily mean__the__signer_is_in_favor of calling 3

constitutional convention.

[d} WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than
hissher own to this petition or who signs his-name more than
once wupon-—a-petititon for the same issue at one election or

whe—ts~mnoty-at-the-time-he signs thts-petirttony-a-—-quatifired

-g- HS 683
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etector—-of--the-state-trs—punishable-by-a-fine-not-exceeding

when not a leqgally reqistered Montana voter 315 subject to a3

$50C fine or tmprrsonment-itn-the-county—jati-for-a-term-not
to-exceed & months in_jailes or bothv-er—imprisomment-in--the
state-prisen-for-a—term-not-to-exceed-ib-yerrs.

[e) _Ezch person__must sign__hissher name_ and address

exactty IN_  SUcSTANTFIALLY THE SAME_ MANMER a3s hershe——t5

reqistered-—to—-vote ON HIS/HER VOTER PEGISTRY CARDy or_the

signature will not_be counted.

FRITFATEVE-PEFIFION-BMN-FHE-QUESFIAN-BF-CALLENE
A-CBNSTEFUT FONAL-EINYENTION

Fo-the-Hororadble—wvessasssvy——5Secretary--of--5State--ef--the
state-of-Hontanar

Hey--the-gnderstaned-quatified-etectors-of—the-state-of
Kontanay-respectfutlty-petition-that—the-question—of--whether
thera——shati-be—an-unitimited-convention—to-revisevr—attery-or
ememd-Fhe—-Constitution-of-the-state-of-Nentana-be--submitted
to--the-quatified—electors-of-the-state—of-Mentana—for-eheir
approvatl-or-rejection-at-the-qenerat-eteetion-to-be-held--on
the-~ssasv——day-of-svrwsy—1t9svw-Iy-nits-stgnaturey-—each-staner
eertiftest—i-have-personstiy-stgned-this-petitiont——i--am--a
quatibtred-elector-of-the-state-of-dontanar-i-have-not-siriyned
another--petittton--for-the-same-rssuve—for-the-same-etectront
and-my-post-offtce-—address--and——teqgistative-—representative

distrtet——AtumBber——ars-correctiy-written—after-my-name—to-the
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mest-of-my-knowtedge-ond-bettefs
(2} Numbered lines shatll follow the above headinge
cach numbered 1i1ine shall also contain spaces for the
signatures post-office addresss lagislative representative
district numbers and printed last naﬁe of the sighRer.™
Section 5. Section 13-27-207« MCAs is amended to read:
*)13-271-207. Petition for initiative for constitutional
amendment. (1} The following is substantially the form for 2

petition for the initiative to amend the constitution:

PETITION TO PLACE CONSTITUTIONAL

AMENOMENT _NO. aN

THE _ELECTION BALLOTY

{a) If 10% of tne wvoters in each of 40 _legisliative

districts sign this petition_and_the_total number of voters

signing_the petition_isS_eesees this_constitutional amendment

will _appear__on__the__next_ _genersl _election ballot. If a

o

majority of voters vote for this amendment at that election

it will _become part_of the constitutions

() Wes the undersigned Montana voterss propose that

the secretury of state place the following constitutional

amendment _ON the eesss sest 19ee-s_general _alection _bsllots

(Title of the proposed contitutional amendment

written pursuant to 13-27-312)

{Statement of implication written pursuant to 13-27-312)

{c}_ Voters are urged to sead the complete text of the

-10- H* 683
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which appears fon the reverse side ofs_attached tos

etcey a5 _applicable) _on__this_sheet. A signature_on_this

petition _is only to put the constitutional amendment on the

ballot__and does not necessarily mean the signer agrees with

{d) WARNING

A person who purposefully signs 3 name other than
hiszher own to this petition or who signs his-mame moro than
once apon—-a-petitton for the samz issuwe at one election or
who-ts-notv—at-the-time-he signs this-peritiony-a-~auatrfied

etector——of--the--state--of when not _4a legally registered

Montana yoter t+S-puntshable-——by--a—-fine--not--exceeding is
subject to_ a8 $500 finey er-itmprisonment-in-the-county-jar}
for-a-termnot-te-exceed 6 months in__jails or bothy--er
tmprisonment-ta—the-state—pritson-for—a-term-not-to-exceed—1§

years.

{e) Each person_must sign hisfsher name_and address N

SUSSTANTIALLY THr SAME_MANNER as heyshe-—ts--reqistered——to

vote ON_ _HIS/HEK VOTER_REGISTRY CARD, or_the signature will

pot_pe counted.
PEFEFLOH-PROPESING-A-EBNS FEFUFFON AL -AMENBMENT
BY¥-FHE-INIF FAFE¥E
Fe—the-Honorable-vsssrssv——Secretary——of--State-—-of-—ths
state-of-Meontanat

Wey——the-undersigned-quatif ted-etlectors—of-the-stare—of

=11~ HFP 683
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Mentamay--respectfutby-—perition—-thart--the---censtitotienat
Aamendment-—printed-—-withtn-this—petitton-e—submitted—to-the
quattFred-—etectors--of--the-—state--of--Montans——feor--+heir
apprevel--or-~rejection-at—the-statentde-etectron-to-—bz-nedd
oA—the-swsv-day-of-~ssvwry-—Pvws——Ey-—Ris-—stgnaturey-—each
stgner——certifiesi—i-have-personatiy-signed-this-patitrent-1
am-a-qouatifred-etector-of-the-state-of~Mentanai-f--have--net
siyned-—snother——peatition——for-—the--Ssame-issue-for-the-same
eticetonto—aad-~my—-post-offree-—asddress——-and-—~tegistative
representattve——ststriet——-number-are-correctty-writtten-after

my-mame-to-the-best-of-my-knowledge-and-peliefs

(2) Numbared lines shall follow the above headinge
Fach nunmbzred line shall contairn spaces for the st. natures
post~offica addresss legislative representative istrict

numbery and prinrted last name of the signera”
Section 6. Section 13-27-302+ ACAs is amended to read:
"13-27-302. Certification of signaturese. 4n affidavits
in substantially the following forms shall be attached to
each sheet or section submitted to the county official:

Is {(Name of porson eireatetimg who__circulated _this

petition}y afftrms AFFIRMy or being first sworns depeses

[[=]

DEPOSE and says SAY: that I <circulated or assisted in
circulating the petition to which this affidavit is attached
and I believe the signatures thereon are genuiney are the

signatures of the persons whose names they ourport to Dhes

-12- HE 683
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are_the siynatures of Montana electors who_are reqistered at

the address following their signatures and that the signers

knew the contents of the petition before signing the same.

sasessssccnsees {Signature of petition circulator)

sanssvesssseesss (Address of petition circulator]

aessesssns {(Date circulator signs_this affidavit]

Subscribed and sworn to before m2 this eesee day Of csssnes
13%«e.
essesses {Person authorizes to take caths)
Seal sssssesenss {Title or notarial informarion)®
Section Te Section 13-27-312+ MCAs is amended to read:
Hi3-27-312. Review of petition by attorney general --
preparation of Statement statementss (1) Upon receipt of a
petition from the office of the secretsry of state pursuant
Lo 13-27-202+ the sttorney general shall examine the
petitiorn as to furme IFf the petition form 1s approved. the
attorney gz2neral shall prepare-and-transmit—te-the-Secretary
of--stote--a-conctse-statement—-net-exeeeding-108-wordss~Fhts
statement—shatl-express—g—troe—and-impartiat-explamnatten--of
the--parpese—-of-—the-proposed-batiot-issve-in-ptatny-eastiy
understood-tanguages-Fhe-statement-may-not-—be——an——argument
Aand--may--not-—be--written-—so-as—to-creste-nrajudice-for-or

against-the--messore dgppoint a_ five-member committee_ to

recommend _the statement of purpose and the statement of the

implications of _the measures The committee_shall consist of

-13~ HE 683
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two perscns__recommended by the person_filing the petitions

two__persons__known__to _oppose the___measures and one

representative of the attorney general®s office who is_the

chairmane_ _The_ _committee shally within 14 days of

appointments meet _and recommend by a vote of a_majority of

the committee:

{a) o _statementsy not to exceed 100 wordse explaining

the purpose of the measure; and

{b) statementss not to exceed 25 _words _eachs

explaining _the implications of a_vote_ for and a_vote_agajinst

{2) _The attorney general may accepty rejecty or modify

the statements _recommended by the committee. If the

committee_is_unable_to recommend one_or_both_statementss the

attorney general shall prepare the statementse

{3) _The statement _of purpose and the statements of

implication _must express_the true and impartial__explanation

of tha_ proposed _ballot _issue_in_plains easily understood

language_and _may not be_ arguments or written so_as to create

prejudice for or ayainst the measurecas

{4} The statement of purpose prepared pursuant to this

subsection subsection (1) or {2)s unless altered hy a court

under 12-27-316y 15 the petition titte for the measure
circulated by the petition and the ©ballot title if the

measure 1s placed on the ballote

~14~ HP 683
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t23-—At-—the--same--time——the-~statement—of-purpose-rs
preparedy—the-attorney—generai-shali-prepare-—statements——of
the—implteation—of-a-vote-for-or-odgainst-a-batiot-tssoev-Fhe
statements--of-tmplication-may-be-no-more-than—25-words-each
and-~-shatt--be-~-itn-—simpitev———importinti--—-tanquage-—-cieardy
exptaining-—-the-meaning-of-a~-vote—for-and-a-vote-agarnst-the
tssues—Fhe-statements-of-impitcation——prepared--pursuant--to
this—secttony-untess-altered-by-a-court-undeér-i3-23-3tbvy-are
the-—-statements-to-be-used-on-the-petition-and-the-batter—if
the-measure—-ts—placed-on-the-botiots
{5} The statements of implication shall be placed
besige the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a
manner similar to the following example:
FOR extending the right to vote to persons 19 years
of age
AGAINST extending the right to vote to persons 18
years of aye
+3¥{6) If the petition is rejected as to forms the
attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary
of state within 19 days after receipt of the petition vy the
attorney generg). If the petition is approvea as to forms
the attorney generat shall forward the statement of purpose
and the statements of implication to the secretary of state
within 21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney

general."

—End-
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HOUSE BILL ND. 683
INTRODUCED BY FABREGAs B. BRUOWN, BERGENE.

CONNy BENGTSONy ANDERSONes DONALDSON

A BILL FOR AN ACTY ENTITLED: AN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY
THE LANWS RELATING TO BALLDT ISSUES; REQUIRING THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO REVIEW ALL BALLOT ISSUES; TO SIMPLIFY
THE LANGUAGE IN BALLOT ISSUE PETITIONS; TO REQUIRE THAT EACH
PETITION CONTAIN THE ADDRESS OF THE PERSON (IRCULATING IT;
COMMITTEE TG WRITE THE PURPOSE OF THE BALLOT ISSUE AND THE
STATEMENTS OF IMPLICATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-27-202s

13~27-204 THROUGH 13-27-20GTs 13-27-3024 AND 13-27-3124s MCA.™

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAKNA:
Section l. Section 13-27-202s MCAsy is amended to read:
"13-27-202. Approval! of form required. {1} Before 3

petition may be circulated for signatures:s a sasple sheet

containing _the _text_ of the proposed _measure must be

submitted to the secretary of state in the form in which it
will be circulateds The sample petition may not be submitted
to the secretary of state more than 1 year prior to the
Final date for Filing the signed petition with the secretory
of states The secretary of state shall refer a copy of the

petition sheet to:

10
11
12
13
1%
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0683703

13) the attorney general for his approval. The
secretary of state and attorney general must each review the
petition Ffor sufficiency as to form and approve or re ject
the form of the pétition' stating the reasons for rejections
if anye.

(b)) the legislative councilea The legislative council

shall__review_ _the text of the proposed measure for clarityy

consistencys or any other factors the council considers when

drafting legislation. The legislative council must make__its

recommendations within 14 days__after_ _the petition_ _is

submitted to _the secretary of states The operson_ submitting

the petition_ may accepty rejecty or_ modify the changes

recommended by the legislative councile A copy of_ _the

recommended changes_shall be made available te any person by

the secretary of state_upon regueste.

{2) The secretary of state shall review the comments
and statements of the attorney general received pursuant to
13-27-312 and make a final decision as to the approval or
rejection of the form of the petition. The secretary of
state shall send written notice to the person who submitted
the petition sheet of the approval within 28 days after
submission of the petition sheet. The secretary of state
shall send written notice if the petition has been rejected
together with reasons for rejection within 14 days after

submission of the petition sheet.”
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Section Z. Section 13-27-204y MCAs is amended to reads

®13-2T7-204« Petition for the initiative. (1) The
following is substantially the form for a petition calling
for a vote to enact 3 law by the initiative:

PETITION TO_PLACE

INITIATIVE NOs ON

THE_ELECTION BALLOT

[2) If 5% of the voters _in__each_of _34 legislative

representative districts sign__this petition_and the total

number of voters signing this_ petition iS5 _sesesy _this

measure _wil'! appear on_the next general election ballots. _If

a__majority of woters vote for this_measure at that election

it will become law.

i{b} Wes the undersigned Montana voterss _propose _that

the secretary_ of state place the following measure_on_the

sssas sass 1%+ qeneral election ballot:

{fitle of measure written pursuant to 13-27-312)

(Statement of implication written pursuant to_13-27-312)

{c)} _Voters _are _urged to read the complete text of the

measures which appears (on the reverse side ofy attached_tos

etcsy_gs__applicahle) on__this_sheete. A _signature on_this

petition_is only to put the measure on_the ballot _and_ _does

not_necessarily mean _the_signer agrees with the _measuraes

{d}) WARNING

A person whe purposefully signs a name other than

-3- HB 583
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hisfher own to this petition or who signs his-neame more than
once upon—-s—petition for the same issue at one election or
who— i3—noty-at-the-time—he signs thispetitiom-—o-——quattfied

elector-—of--the--state—~of when not_ a leqally registered

Montana voter is punishable--by subject to a Fine--not
exceeding 3500 fine, or-imprisomment-in-the—county &_months
in jail for—-e—termnot-to——exceed—6-—-monthss or bothy-—or
imprtsonment—in—the-state—prison—Ffor—o-termnet—to-exceed-1i6
years.

{e)_ Each person_ _must sign with hissher name__and

address exactdhy IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME MANNER as hefshe

is-reatstered-to-vote ON HIS/HER VOTER REGISTRY _CARD» or the

signature will not_be countede.

PEFIFEON-FOR-INFFEATIVE

Fo--the-—-Honorabie-—vssvevv-—5Secretary-—of-State-of-the
state-of-Mantenas

Hev-the-undersigned-quatified-electors-of-the-state--of
Montansvy—-respectfulby-—propose-—that--the-~measure--printed
within-this-petitiony-entitted-fLitie-of-proposed--tawyvy--be
supmitted——to—the-quatified-etectors-of-the—state—of-Montana
for~-their~approval—or-rejection-at-the-general--etection--to
be——held-—on——the-srsv-day-of—sesrvsv~-19vwe-By-his—sigqnatorey,
each--sitgner—-—certifiest——i-—have--personally-——signed—-this
petretiont-—i-am-a-—quaitfied-elector-of-the-state—cf-MHontenat

i-have-not-signed-another-petition-for-the--same--is3ve—-for

-4 HB 683
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the--—-same-—-etectiony-~-ond-~——my——post-office——address—-and
+egistative-representative--district--number--are--correctiy
written--after--my-—-name—-to--the——best--of-my- knowledge-ond
betiefy

(2) WNumbered tines shall follow the above headinge
Each numbered line shall contain spaces for the signatures
post~of fice addresss legislative representative district
numberes and printed last name of the signer.”

Section 3. Section 13-27-205s MCAs is amended to read:

¥13-27-205. Petition for the referendgum. (1} The
Following is substantially the form for a petition calling
for approval or rejection of an act of the legistature by
the referendum:

PETITION TGO _PLACE REFERENDUM NO.

DN _THE ELECTION BALLOT

(a} If 5x of the voters in_each of 34 legislative

representative districts_ sign__this petition and_the total

number of voters signing the petition i5 esees _Senate

{House) Bill number aesss__will appear on_the next general

election ballote If a majority of voters vote for _this

measure_at_that_election_it will _become taws

{b) HWes_ the_ undersigned Montana voterss propose that

the secretary of state place the following Senate (House}

Bill Number essess passed by the legislature OonN_seessess on_the

next_general _election ballot:

-5- HB 683
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fTitle of referendum written pursuant to_13-27-312)

{Stotement of implication written pursuant_ to_13-27-312)

{c) _Voters are urged to_read_the complete text of the

measurey which appears {on_the reverse side ofy attached_tos

etco»_3s5_applicable) on_this_sheet. A__signature on _this

petition__is_ only to put the measure on_the ballot and does

not_necessarily mean the signer aarees with the measuree

1d} WARNEING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than
hisgher own to this petition or who signs hits-name more than
once upon——a-petition for the same issue at one election or
who-i3-noty—at-the—time—he signs this-petitionv-a——queltfied

elector--of--the--state--of when not_ a3 legally registered

Montana voter is punishable--by-—a--fine-~ef--not—exceeding
subject to _a $500 finey; or-imprisonment-in-the—ceunty-jeoild

for-a-termnot-to-exceed 6 months in__jails or bothy--or

Tmprisonment-in-the-state-prison-for-s-termnot-to-exceed-i8
years.

{e)_ _Each_ person_must sign_ _hissher name and address

exacthy IN__SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME _MANNER as hegshe-—is

reqistered--to--vote ON HIS/HER VOTER REGISTRY CARDy or the

signature will not be counteda.

PEF 1T ION-FOR-REFERENDUM

Fo-the-Homorable-vsewwvy—-Secretary-—ef——State-—of-—the

atate—of-Hontana+t+

~-6~= HB 683
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Hey——the-undersigned-—qualified-etectors—of-the-state-of
Hontamar-respectful iy-—-petition—-that—Senate——{tHounsed--0i43
Humber-—svvvr-—entirtied-f{teitie-sfuectiv-passed-py-the—vssvrrv
tegistoture-of-the-state-of-MHontana—st—the-regquivr-{specialy
session-of-the- legist ature—thot-commenced-swvasssv—19wwy——be
referred--to——the--people-of-the-state-for-therr-epprovat-or
rejecrtron-at-the-genervi-eiection-to-be-held-on-the-srwr-day
of-wveswvr—iFwev-By-his-signotourev-cach-signer—certifiess——%
heove--personaily—-srgned-—this--petitiont—-i--am—s-queltfied
elector-of-the-atote-of-Hontamat ~F-have-not—signed--another
petititon—for—the--seme-tssae-for-the-some-etectiont—-and-my
post-offrece-nddress—and-tegistative-representative--diastrict
naomber—are-correctly-written-after—my-nase—to-the-pest-of-my
knowtedge—and-bettefw

t2) Numbered VYines shall follow the above headinge
Each numbered line shall contain spaces for the signatures
post~office addresss legislative representative district
numbers and printed l1ast name of the signer."

Section 4. Section 13-27-206+ MCAs is amended to read:

"13-27-206« Petition for initiative for constitutional
convengion. (1) The following is substantially the form for
a petition to direct the secretary of state to submit to the
qualified voters the gquestion of whether there shall be a
constitutional convention:

PEYITION TO_PLALE

. HBE 683
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INITIATIVE NO.

2 CALLING FOR

A_CONSTITUTIONAL CONYENTIONs ON

THE _ELECYION_BALLOT

{2} _If 10% of the voters in _each of 40 legislative

distrjcts _sign_this petition and_the total nuasber of voters

sianing this petition iS5 _e«ssssy _the guestion of _whether to

have a_ _constitutional convention _will appear_ on_the next

general election ballot. If 3 majority of voters wvote for

the constitutional convention the legislature will call for

3_constitutional convention_at its next sessions

(b} Wes the undersigned Montana voterss propose _that

the secretary of state place_the question of whether to hold

3_constitutional convention on the esssse_sesy 1Feeesy _general

election ballot:

{(Jitle of the initiative written pursuant to 13-27-312)

f[Statement of implication written pursuant to 13-27-312)

fc)__A _signature__on__this _petjition_ iS5 _only to_put the

call for_a constitutional convention on the ballot and _does

not__necessarily mean_ _the _signer is in favor_of calling a

constitutional convention.

{dy WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than
hisZzher own to this petition or who signs his-name more than
once upon--a-petition for the same issue at one election or

who-ta-—noty-at-the—ttme-he signs thts-petitiony—a-—quatified
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elector——of ——the-state—ts-punishable-by-a-fine-not-exceeding

whan not 3 tegqally registered Montana voter is subject to a

$500 fine or tmprisonment-in-the—county-jatt-for-a-tera-not
to—-exceed 6 months in_jails or bothy-or—imprisonment—in—-the
stare-prison-for—-s—-ters-not-to—exceed-18—years.

fe} Each person__must sign__his/her nawme and_address

exsethy IN_ SUBSTANTIALLY _THE SAME__MANNER as hegshe--i3

registered——to-~vote ON HIS/HER VOTER REGISTRY_CARDs or_the

signature will not be counteds

ENFFEAFEVE-PEFETEON-ON-FHE-QUESTION-BF—CALLINS
A-EONSTETUTIONAL —CONVENTFEON

Fo-the-Honarabie—svvsvwrv—Secretary—of-—State-——of——the
state-of-Hontanas

Hey-~the-undersigned-quatif ted-etectors—of -the-state—of
Montoansvy-reapectiuily-petition-that-the-question-of——whether
there—sheali-be-—an-ontimited-convent ton-to-reviser-attery—or
smend-Fhe-Eonstitution-ef-the-State-of-Montona-be-—submitted
to-—the-gquatifred-etectors-of-the-state-of-Montana—for-their
approval-or-rejection-at-the-generst-etection—to-be-hetd-—-on
the--—sssrv--doy—of-sxvrsv-tFvwr-By-his-signoturevy—each-signer
certifitnst—1-have-personatiy-signed-chis-petitioni--f-——am—a
quatified-etector-of-the—state-of-Montunat-i-have-not-signed
another-~-petitton--for-the-same-it1suve-for-the-same-electiont
and-my-post-off ice—address-—and--tegistotive-~representative

district-——number——are-correctliy-written-sfter-my-nome-to-the
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best-of-my—knowledge-and-beliefy

(2) Numbered lines shall follow the above heading.
Each numbered 1line shall also contain spaces for the
signatures post-office addresss Vegislative representative
district numbers and printed Tast name of the signer."

Section 5. Section 13-27-20T+ MCAs is amended to read:

*13-27-207. Petition for initiative for constitutional
amendments (1) The following is substantially the form for a
petition for the initiative to asend the constitution:

PETITION TO PLACE CONSTITUTIDNAL

AMENDMENT NO. ON

JTHE_ELECTION BALLOT

FE) If 10% of the_ voters_in each of 40 Jegislatiwve

districts _sign this petition and the total number of voters

signing the petition_is _sesees this constitutional amendment

will appear on_  the next general election _ballote If a

majority of voters_vote for_ this_ amendment_at that election

it will become part of the constitutiona

(b} Wes the undersigned Montana_ wvoterss propose that

the _secretary of state place the following constitutional

amndment on the scese ssey 1Feaepr_general election ballote

{Yitle of the proposed contitutional amendment

written pursuant to 13-27-312})

(Statement of implication written pursuant toc 13-27-312)

{c)_ _¥Voters are urged to read the complete text of the
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measurey which appears (on the reverse side ofs_attached_tos

etc.y as__applicable) on__this_sheet. A signature_on_this

petition is only_ to put the constitutional amendment on _the

ballot_ and does not necessarily mean _the signer_agrees with

the_ amendment.

{d) WARNING

A person who purposefully signs a name other than
hissher own to this petition or who signs his-nawme more than
once uwpon——a-petition for the same issue 3t one election or
nho-ta-—moty-at-the—time-he signs this—petitionr-s——quetified

elector—-of--the-—-state-~of when not a legally registered

Montana yotes +s—punishadble--by--o--fitne—not--exceeding is
subject to _a $500 fines or-imprisonment-in—the-county-jait
for-a—termnot-to—exceed 6 months in _jajles or bothv-——or

inpfisoanent—in-the—stote—prison—ﬁor-u—ter-rnot-eo—exeeed-ie

years.

{e}_ _Each _person must sign_hissher name _and_address IN

SUDBSTANTIALLY THE SAME MANNER as hefshe--i3--reqgistered-——to

vote ON_HIS/HER VOTER _REGISTRY CARDs or the signature wil?

not_be counted.

s 4 PEFETEON— PRBPOSENG-A—CONS T TUTF IONAL - AMENDMENT
BY-FHE-ENETIAFEVE
Fo-the-Honorable-vewswwwr-—Seceretory-—-of--Seate--of—-the
state—of—MHontonad

Hey-—the-undersigned-quatif ted-etectors-of-the-state-of
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Hontanay——reapectfully——petition-—that--the-—-constttutionat
amendment-—-printed--within-this-petition-be-sobmitted-ta-the
qualified--etectors—-of--the-—state——of--Montona——for—-thetr
approval-—or—-rejection—at-the-statewide—clection-to-be-held
on-the-vrsws-day-of-—asszssy—1tFswv—By-—-his-—signeturer--esch
signer-—certifitest-i-have-personatty—signed-this-petitront—¥
am-a-qaastified-etector—of-the-state-of-MHontenat—-i-~have--not
signed--another--petition——for—-the--same-issoe-for—the-same
etectiont-—snd--my-—post-office— —wddress-——and---tegistative
representative—-district-—nuaber-are—-correctiy-written—afeer
my-name -to—the-best-of-my-knowiedge-and-beltefy

{2) Numbered Tines shall follow the above headings
Each numbered 1line shall contain spaces for the signatures
post-office addresss legislative representative district
numbers and printed Tast name of the signer.*

Section 6. Section 13-27-302s MCAs is amended to read:

®13-27-302« Certification of signaturese An affidavite
in substantially the following forme shall be attached to
each sheat or section submitted to the county official:

1s {Name of person etrreutating who _circulated _this

petition)s afftems AFFIRMy or being first sworn, deposes
DEPOSE and smys SAY: that @ circulated or assisted in
circulating the petition to which this affidavit is attached
and I believe the signatures thereon are genuines are the

signatures of the persons whose names they purport to bes
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are_the signatures of Montang electors who are registered_at

the address following their signaturey and that the signers

knew the contents of the petition before signing the same.

essssecssseasse (Signature of petition circulator}

wsssscasssevsses [Address of petition circulator)

——— e mc——e— g yswaversn—{ Bate-cireutator-signas-this-—affidaviry

Subscribed and sworn to before Mme this eses day Of ecssass
19...
esssasess [(Person authorized to take oaths)
Seal sesaessses (Title or notarial information)™
Section Te Section 13-27-312y MCAs is amended to read:
"13-27-312. Review Of petition by attorney general —-
preparation of statement Statements. (1) Upon receipt of a
petition from the office of the secretary of state pursuant
to 13-27-202s the attorney general shall examine the

petition as to forme If the petition form is approvede the

attorney general shall ENDEAVOR TG SEEK OUT PARYIES ON _BOTH

SIDES OF THE ISSUE AND DBTAIN THEIR ADVICE. THE ATTORNEY

GENERAL __MAYs IF HE DEEMS IT NECESSARYs prepare-ond-tronsmit

to-the-secretery-of-state—a-concise-statement-not--exceeding
3288 -wordsy-Thtrs-statement-sirati-express-a-true-and-impartial
explianation-—of --the—-purpose-of-the-proposed-betiot-—trssge-in
ploiny—eoastly-understosd-tangquager-Fhe-statement-mey-not-—be
an-argument—snd-may-net-be-written-so-as—-to-create-prejudice

for-~ar--against-the-messure appoint_a five—member committee
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10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0683703

to recommend the statement of purpose and_the_ _statement of

the_ implications_of the measure. The committee shall consist

of two__persons recommended_ by _the person__filing the

petitions two persons _known to_oppose the measures and one

representative of the_attorney general®s office who is_the

chairman. _The _committee shalle within 14 days of

appointments meet and recommend by a vote of a _majority of

the _committe

Iu

{2)_ a2 statementy not to exceed 100 wordss explaining

the_purpose_of the measure; and

(b) statementss not to exceed 25__words _eachy

explaining the implications of a vote for_and a_vote against

12)__The attorney general may accepts _rejectsy or _modify

the _statemepts recommended_ by the commjttees ILf the

committee is_unable to recommend _one or both statementss the

attorney general shall prepare the statements.

{3} The statement of purpose and the statements of

implication must express_the_ true_and_impartial _explanation

of _the proposed ballot issue_in plainy easily understood

language _and may not be arquments or written Sso_as to create

prejudice for_or_against_the measures

{4) The statement of purpose prepared pursuant to this

subsection subsection {1} or 2}y uniess altered by a court

under 13-27-316+ is the petition title for the measure
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circulated by the petition and the ballot title if the
measure is placed on the ballot.

$+23--At~-the—same--time—=the-—stetement—of-purpose—ts
preparedy—the-attorney-genersi-shall-prepore—-statenents—of
the~rmpiteatiron-of-a-vote-for—or-agernst-a-batiot-issves—Fhe
statements--of-implteation-may-be-no-more-thon-Z5-words—cach
and--shati--he-—in-—simplev—--importitat--—tsnguage---ctearty
explaining—— the—meaning-of-a-vote-for-and-a-vote-againat-the
tssuer-Fhe-statements-of-implication——prepared-—pursvent-—-to
this-sectionvy-uniess-altered-by-acourt-onder—13-27-316v-ore
the--statements—to—bhe-used-on—the-petititon—and-the-baltor-+f
the-measure-i3-placed-on-the-batlots

{5} The statements of implication shall be placed
beside the diagram provided for marking of the ballot in a
manner similar to the following example:

E]FDR extending the right to vote to persons 18 years

of age
E]AGA[NST extending the right to vote to persons 18
years of age

33{6) IF the petition is rejected as to forme the
attorney general shall forward his comments to the secretary
of state within 10 days after receipt of the petition by the
attorney general. If the petition is approved as to formy
the attorney general shall forward the statement of purpose

and the statements of implication to the secretary of state
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within 21 days after receipt of the petition by the attorney

general«™
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March 26, 1981

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
(State Administration)

That House Bill No. 683 be amended as follows: -

1. Title, line 10.
Following: "AND"
Strike: "REQUIRING"
Insert: "ENCOURAGING"

2. Page 13, line 6,
Following: 1line 5,
Strike: 1line 6 in its entirety

3. Page 13, line 17.

Following: "shall"

Insert: "endeavor to seek out parties on both sides of the issue
and obtain their advice. The attorney general may, if he deems
it necessary,"

4, Page 15, lin e 14
Insert: "[T'

5. Page 15, line 16
Insert: "I I



