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~ SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ADOPTING THE MULTISTATE 

HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Multistate Highway Transportation Agreement 

enactment and text. The Hultistate Highway Transportation 

Agreement is hereby enacted into law and entered into with 

all other jurisdictions legally joining therein in the form 

substantially as follows: 

HULTISTATE HIGH~AY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT 

Pursuant to and in conformity with t~e laws of their 

respective jurisdictions, the varticipating jurisdictions. 

acting by and through their officials lawfully authorized to 

execute this agreement, do mutually agree as follows: 

Article r. Findings and Purposes 

Section 1. Findings. The participating jurisdictions 

find that: 

(a) the expanding regional economy depends on 

expanding transportation capacity; 

(bl highway transportation is the major mode for 

move~ent of people and goods in the western states; 

(c) uniform application in the west of more adequate 
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vehicle size and weight standards will result in a reduction 

of pollution, congestion, fuel consumption, and related 

transportation costs, which are necessary to permit 

Increased productivity; 

(d) a number of western states, already having adopted 

substantially the 196~ bureau of public roads recommended 

vehicle size and weight standards, still find current 

federal limits more restrictive; 

(e) the 1974 revision of federal law (23 u.s.c. 127) 

did not contain any substantial improvements for vehicle 

size and weight standards in the western states and deprives 

states of interstate matchin9 money If vehicle weights and 

widths are Increased, even though the Interstate system is 

nearly 92% complete; and 

(f) the ~articipatlng jurisdictions are most capable 

of developing vehicle size and weight standards most 

appropriate for the regional economy and transportation 

require111entso consistent with and in recognition of 

principles of highway safety. 

Section 2. Purposes. The purposes of this agreement 

are to: 

(a) adhere to the principle that each participating 

jurisdiction should have the freedom to develop vehicle size 

and weight standards that it determines to be most 

appropriate to its economy and highway system; 
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(b) establish a system authorizing the operation o~ 

vehicles traveling between two or more participating 

jurisdictions at more adequate size and weight standards; 

(c} promote uni~ormity among participating 

jurisdictions in vehicle size and weight standards on the 

basis of the objectives set ~orth in this agreement; 

(d) secure uniformity. inso~ar as possible• o~ 

administrative procedures in the enforcement of reco•mended 

vehicle size and weight standards; 

(eJ provide 111eans for the encouragement and 

utilization of research that ~ill facilitate the achievement 

o~ the foregoing purposes• ~ith due regard for the findings 

set forth in section 1 o~ this article. 

Article II. Definitions 

Section 1· As used in this agreement: 

(a) "designated representative" means a legislator or 

other person authorized to represent the jurisdiction; 

(b) "jurisdiction" means a state of the United States 

or the District of Columbia; 

(c) •vehicle• means any vehicle as defined by statute 

to be subject to size and weight standards that operates In 

two or more participating jurisdictions. 

Article III. General Provisions 

Section 1. ~uallflcatlons for 

Participation in this agreement is open to 
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that subscribe to the findings. purposes• and objectives of 

this agreement and will seek legislation necessary to 

accomplish these objectives. 

Section 2. Cooperation. 

jurisdictions. 

representatives• 

working through 

shall cooperate 

The 

their 

part I ci pat in<; 

designated 

and assist each ether in 

achieving the desired goals cf this agreement pursuant to 

. appropriate statutory authority. 

Section 3. Effect of headings. Article and section 

headings contained herein 111ay not be considered to govern. 

limit 9 modify. or in any manner affect the scope. meaning, 

or intent of the provisions of any article or section 

hereof. 

Section lt. Vehicle laws and regulations. This 

agreement does not authorize the operation of a vehicle in 

any participating jurisdiction contrary to the laws or 

regulations thereof. 

S9ction 5. Interpretation. The ~inal decision 

regarding Interpretation of questions at issue relating to 

this agreement shall be reached by unanimous joint action of 

the participating jurisdictlons 9 acting through the 

designated representatives. Results of all such actions 

shall be placed In writing. 

Section 6. Amendment. This agreement may be amended by 

unanimous joint action of the participating jurisdictions. 
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acting through the officials thereof authorized to enter 

into this agreement, subject to the requirements of section 

4o Article Ill• Any amendment shall be placed In writing 

and become a part hereof. 

Section 7• Restrictions, conditions, or limitations. 

Any jurisdiction entering this agreement shall provide each 

other participating jurisdiction with a list of any 

restriction, condition, or limitation on the general terms 

of this agreement, if any. 

Section 8. Additional jurisdictions. Additional 

jurisdictions may become members of this agreement by 

signing and accepting the terms of the agreement. 

Article IV. Cooperating Committee 

Section 1. Pursuant to section z, Ar·ticle IIIt the 

designated representatives of the participating 

jurisdictions shall constitute a committee that shall have 

the power to: 

(a) collect, correlate, analyze, and evaluate 

information resulting or derivable from research and testing 

activities in relation to vehicle size and weight related 

matters; 

(b) recommend and encourage the undertaking of 

research and testing in any aspect of vehicle size and 

weight or related matter when, in their collective judgment, 

appropriate or sufficient research or testing has not been 
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undertaken; 

(c) recommend changes in law or policy with emphasis 

on compatibility of laws and unlfor~ity of ad•inistrative 

rules that would promote effective governmental action or 

coordination In the field of vehicle size and weight related 

matters. 

Section 2. Each participating jurisdiction shall be 

entitled to one vote only. No action of the committee shall 

be binding unless a ~ajority of the total number of votes 

cast by participating jurisdictions are in favor thereof. 

Section 3. The committee shall meet at least once 

annually and shall elect, from among its members, a 

chairman, a vice-chairman, and a secretary. 

Section 4• The committee shall submit annually to the 

legislature of each participating jurisdiction, no later 

than November 1, a report setting forth the work of the 

committee during the preceding year and including 

recommendations developed by the committee. The committee 

~ay sub~it such additional reports as it considers 

appropriate or desirable. Copies of all such reports shall 

b-2 made available to the transportation committee of the 

western conference. council of state governments, and to the 

western association of state highway and transportation 

officials. 

Article v. Objectives of the 

-6- \4B \.o~\ 
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Participating Jurisdictions 

Section 1. Objectives. The participating jurisdictions 

hereby declare that: 

(a) It is the objective of the participating 

jurisdictions to obtain more efficient and more economical 

transportation by motor vehicles between 

participating jurisdictions by encouraging the 

and a111ong the 

adoption of 

standards that willo as minimums, allo~ the operation on all 

state highways, except those determined through engineering 

evaluation to be Inadequate, with a single-axle weight not 

in excess of 20,000 pounds, a tande.-axle weight not in 

excess of 340 000 pounds, and a gross vehicle or combination 

weight not In excess of that resulting from application of 

the formula: 

W = 500((LN/H- 1) • 12N + 36) 

where W maxiMum weight in pounds carried on any group of 

two or computed to nearest 500 pounds; 

L = distance in feet between the extremes of any 

group of two or aore consecutive axles; 

N = number of axles In group under consideration; 

(b) it is the further objective of the participating 

jurisdictions that In the event the operation of a vehicle 

or combination of vehicles according to the provisions of 

subsection (a) of this section would result in withholding 

or forfeiture of federal-aid funds pursuant to section 127, 
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Title 23 9 u.s. Code, the operation of such vehicle or 

combination of vehicles at axle and gross weights ~ithin the 

limits set forth in subsection (a) of this section will be 

authorized under special permit authority by each 

participating jurisdiction that could legally issue such 

permits prior to July 1, 1956, provided all regulations and 

procedures related to such issuance in effect as of July 1• 

1956, are adhered to; 

(c) the objectives of subsections (a) and (b) of this 

section relate to vehicles or coabinations of vehicles in 

regular operation, and the authority of any participating 

jurisdiction to issue special permits for the movement of 

any vehicle or collbinations of vehicles having di;nensions 

andtor weights in excess of the maximum statutory 1 imits in 

each participating jurisdiction will not be affected: 

(d) it is the further objective of the participating 

jurisdictions to facilitate and expedite the operation of 

any vehicle or combination of vehicles between and among the 

participating jurisdictions und~r the provisions of 

subsection (a) or (b) of this section, and to that end the 

participating jurisdictions hereby agree, through their 

designated representatives, to meet and cooperate in the 

consideration of vehicle size and weight related matters 

including but not limited to the development of uniform 

enforcement procedures; additional vehicle size and weight 

-8-
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standa~ds; ope~ational standa~ds; agreements o~ compacts to 

facilitate ~egional application and administration of 

vehicle size and weight standa~ds; 

p~ocedu~es; unifo~m application fo~ms; 

unifo~m pe~mit 

rules fo~ the 

ope~ation of vehicles, including equipment ~equl~aments, 

drive~ qualifications, and ope~3ting practices; and such 

othe~ matters as may be pertinent; 

(e) in ~ecognition of the limited p~ospects of fede~al 

revision of section 127, Title 23, u.s. Code, and in o~de~ 

to p~otect pa~ticipating 

possibility of withholding 

highway funds, it is the 

jurisdictions 

o~ fo~feitu~e 

against any 

of fede~al-aid 

further objective of the 

participating jurisdictions to secu~e congressional approval 

of this agreement and specifically of tha vehicle size and 

weight standa~ds set forth in subsection (a) of this 

section; 

(f) in ~ecognition of desi~e for a degree of national 

unifo~mity of size and weight regulations, It is the fu~ther 

objective to encou~age development of b~oad, uniform size 

and weight standards on a national ~asis and fu~the~ that 

p~oc~du~es adopted unde~ this agreement be compatible with 

national standards. 

A~ticle VI. Ent~y into Force and Withd~awal 

Section 1. This agreement shall enter into force when 

enacted Into law by any two o~ ~ore jurisdictions. 
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Thereafte~, this ag~eeaent shall become effective as to any 

other jurisdiction upon its enactment thereof, except as 

otherwise p~ovided in section a, Article III. 

Section 2. Any participating jurisdiction may withdraw 

f~om this ag~eement by canceling the same but no such 

withdrawal shall take effect until 30 days after the 

designated rep~esentative of the withdrawing jurisdiction 

has given notice in writing of the withd~awal to all othe~ 

pa~ticipating jurisdictions. 

Article VII. Const~uction and Severability 

Section 1. This ag~ee•ent shall be liberally construed 

so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. 

Section 2. The provisions of this agreement shall be 

seve~able and if any ph~ase, clause, sentence, or p~ovlsion 

of this agreement is declared to be cont~ary to the 

~onstitution of any pa~ticipating jurisdiction o~ the 

applicability the~eto to any gove~nmento agency, person, or 

ci~cumstance is held invalid, the validity of the remzinde~ 

of this agreement shall not be affected the~eby. If this 

agreement shall be held cont~a~y to the constitution of any 

jurisdiction pa~ticipating he~ein 9 the agreement shall 

~emain in full fo~ce and effect as to the ju~isdictions 

affected as to all severable matters. 

Article VIII. Filing of Documents 

Section 1. A copy of this agreement, its amendments, 

-10-
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1 and rules promulgated thereunder and Interpretations thereof 

2 shall be filed In the highway department in each 

3 participating jurisdiction and shall be made available for 

4 review by interested parties. 

5 Article IX. Existing Statutes Not Repealed 

6 Section 1· All existing statutes prescribing weight 

1 and size standards and all existing statutes relating to 

8 special permits shall continue to be of force and effect 

9 until amended or repealed by law. 

10 Article x. State Government Departsents 

11 Authorized to Cooperate With Cooperating Com.ittee 

12 Section 1. Within appropriations available therefor, 

13 the depart.antsw agencies, and officers of the government of 

14 this state shall cooperate with and assist the cooperating 

15 committee within the scope contemplated by Article IV• 

16 sections 1(a) and l(b) of the agreement. The departments, 

17 agencies, and officers of the government of this state are 

18 authorized generally to cooperate with said cooperating 

19 co.mittee. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO . . ·---· --·--

FISCAL NOTE 

1-"nr/11 Iii! l'i 

In o:c"JIIIJ!Ii,uwn with a written requt'!st tt?Ceived . _ F.e~~. J9.• ........ , Hl 8_l_. , thnre is twr·e!Jy ~tJIJnlitwtf a r·t~c.il N<Jtt! 

HB 681 T" 1 r· Cl 4 p 2 lot············--······-·····----···· pursuantto' ttc::~, 1apter, art oftheMontunaCodeAnnotated(MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is avallablt! from the Office of Budget and Pro~1ram Planning, to rnerniJcr~ 

<Jf the Legislawre upon request. 

Description 

HB 681 is an act to adopt the Multistate Highway Transportation Agreement. 

Assumptions 

It is assumed that one person would attend on~·annual meeting at an 
undetermined location to serve as Montana•s representative on the 
Multistate Highway Transportation Comm,ittee. 

82 83 
1. Transportation costs -

est. 2000 miles $ 500.00 $ 550.00 
2. Meals, Lodging, etc. 5 days 300.00 350.00 

Estimated annual cost $ 800.00 $ 900.00 

Costs are unknown for administration, study, or research resulting from 
committee action. 

~~kL .. ~.!Q. ___ ._.,.. . .,.......,.._, _____ __,__.~ ~--~-- ----... -~ -··· -- ------· --
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program PI anning 
""2_ - l ")_- y\ 

Date: ···---·------·-·~-------'Ll. 
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~ BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ADOPTING THE HULTISTATE 

HIGHWAY TRANSPORT~TION AGREEMENT.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Hultistate HighWay Transportation Agreeli!E!nt 

enactment and text. The Hultistate ~ighway Transportation 

Agreement is hereby enacted Into law and entered Into with 

all other jurisdictions legally joining therein in the form 

substantially as follows: 

HULTISTATE HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT 

Pursuant to and in conformity with the laws of their 

respective jurisdictions, the participating jurisdictions, 

acting by and through their officials lawfully authorized to 

execute this agreement, do mutually agree as follows: 

Article 1. Findings and Purposes 

Section 1. Findings. The participating jurisdictions 

find that: 

(a) the expanding regional economy depends on 

expanding transportation capacity; 

{b) highway transportation Is the major aode for 

movement of people and goods In the western states; 

(c) uniform application in the west of more adequate 
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vehicle size and weight standards will result In a reduction 

of pollution, congestion, fuel consu•ption, and related 

transportation COStst which are necessary to permit 

increased productivity; 

(d) a number of western states, already having adopted 

substantially the 1964 bureau of public roads recommended 

vehicle size and weight standardsw still find current 

federal limits more restrictive; 

(eJ the 1974 revision of federal law (23 u.s.c. 127) 

did not contain any substantial laproveaents for vehicle 

size and weight standards in the western states and deprives 

states of Interstate matching •oney if vehicle weights and 

widths are increased, even though the Interstate system Is 

nearly ~2~ complete; and 

(f) the participating jurlsdic~ions are •ost capable 

of developing vehicle size and weight standards most 

appropriate for the regional economy and transportation 

require•ents, consistent with and In recognition of 

principles of highway safety. 

Section z. Purposes. The purposes of this agree•ent 

are to: 

(a) adhere to the principle that each participating 

jurisdiction should have the freedo• to develop vehicle size 

and weight standards that It deter•lnes to 

appropriate to its economy and highway system; 

-2-
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(b) establish a syste~ authorizing the operation of 

vehicles traveling between two or more participating 

jurisdictions at more adequate size and weight standards; 

[c) promote uniformity among participating 

jurisdictions in vehicle size and weight standards on the 

basis of the objectives set forth in this agreement; 

(d) secure uniformity, insofar as possible, of 

administrative procedures in the enforcement of recommended 

vehicle size and weight standards; 

(e) provide means for the encouragement and 

utilization of research that will facilitate the achievement 

of the foregoing purposes, with due regard for the findings 

set forth in section 1 of this article. 

Article II. Definitions 

Section 1. As used in this agreement: 

(a) •designated representative• means a legislator or 

other person authorized to represent the jurisdiction; 

(b) •jurisdiction" means a state of the United States 

or the District of Columbia; 

(c) •vehicle• means any vehicle as defined by statute 

to be ~ubject to size and weight standards that operates In 

two or more participating jurisdictions. 

Article III. General Provisions 

Section 1• ~uallflcatfons for membership. 

Participation in this agreement Is open to jurisdictions 
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that subscribe to the findings, purposes, and objectives of 

this agreement and will seek legislation necessary to 

accomplish these objectives. 

Section 2. Cooperation. The participating 

jurisdictions, working through their designated 

representatives, shall cooperate and assist each other in 

achieving the desired goals of this agreement pursuant to 

appropriate statutory authority. 

Section 3. Effect of headings. Article and section 

headings contained herein may not be considered to govern, 

limitw modify, or in any manner affect the scope, meaning, 

or intent of the provisions of any article or section 

hereof. 

Section 4. Vehicle laws and regulations. This 

agreement does not authorize the operation of a vehicle in 

any participating jurisdiction contrary to the laws or 

regulations thereof. 

Section 5. Interpretation. The final decision 

regarding interpretation of questions at Issue relating to 

this agreement shall be reached by unanimous joint action of 

the participating jurisdictions. acting through the 

designated representatives. Results of all such actions 

shall be placed In writing. 

Section 6. Amendment. This agreement may be amended by 

unanimous joint action of the participating jurisdictions, 

-It-
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acting through the officials thereof authorized to enter 

into this agreement• subject to the r~quirements of section 

4• Article III. Any amendment shall be placed in writing 

and become a part hereof. 

Section 7. Restrictions• conditions, or lillitatlons. 

Any jurisdiction entering this agreement shall provide each 

other participating jurisdiction with a list of any 

restriction, condition, or limitation on the general terms 

of this agreement• If any. 

Section Be Additional jurisdictions. Additional 

jurisdictions may become aembers of this agreement by 

signing and accepting the terms of the agreement. 

Article IV. Cooperating Committee 

Section 1. Pursuant to section 2 9 Article Ill• the 

designated representatives of the participating 

jurisdictions shall constitute a co11mittee that shall have 

the power to: 

(a) collect, correlate, analyze, and evaluate 

information resulting or derivable from research and testing 

activities in relation to vehicle size and weight related 

matters; 

( b J r eco1111end and encourage the undertaking of 

research and testing in any aspect of vehicle size and 

weight or related matter when, In their collective judgment, 

appropriate or sufficient research or testing has not been 
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undertaken; 

(c) reco .. end changes In law or policy with e11phasis 

on compatibility of laws and uniformity of adlllnistrative 

rules that would promote effective governmental action or 

coordination in the field of vehicle size and weight related 

matters. 

Section 2. Each participating .Jurisdiction shall be 

entitled to one vote only. No action of the com•lttee shall 

be binding unless a ~ajority of the total number of votes 

cast by participating jurisdictions are In favor thereof. 

Section 3. 

annually and 

The co .. lttee shall •eet 

shall elect. from among 

chairllan, a vice-chairman, and a secretary. 

at 

Its 

least once 

laE!mbers• a 

Section ~. The committee shall sub11lt annually to the 

legislature of each participating jurisdiction, no later 

than November 1, a report setting forth the work of the 

com•ittee during the preceding year and including 

reconaendatlons developed by the committee. The com•ittee 

may sub•it such additional reports as it considers 

appropriate or desirable. Copies of all such reports shall 

be made available to the transportation co11mittee of the 

western conference, council of state governments. and to the 

western association of state highway and transportation 

officials. 

Article v. Objectives of the 

-6-
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Participating Jurisdictions 

Section 1. Objectives. The participating jurisdictions 

hereby declare that: 

(a) it is the objective of the participating 

jurisdictions to obtain more efficient and nore economical 

transportation by motor vehicles between and among the 

participating jurisdictions by encouraging the adoption of 

standards that will, as minimums, allow the operation on all 

state highways, except those deter•ined through engineering 

evaluation to be inadequate, with a single-axle weight not 

In excess of 20,000 pounds, a tandem-axle weight not in 

excess of 34tOOO pounds, and a gross vehicle or combination 

weight not in excess of that resulting from application of 

the formula: 

where W = 

l 

N = 
. '{b) 

W = 500((LN/N- 1) + 12N + 36) 

maximum weight In pounds carried on any group of 

two or co•puted to nearest 500 pounds; 

distance in feet between the extre•es of any 

group of two or more consecutive axles; 

nu•ber of axles in group under consideration; 

It is' the furthe·r'· objective of the particiPating 

jurisdictions that In the event the operation of a vehicle 

or combination of vehicles according to the provisions of 

subsection (a) of this section would result in withholding 

or forfeiture of federal-aid funds pursuant to section 127 9 
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Title 23 9 u.s. Code, the operation of such vehicle or 

combination of vehicles at axle and gross weights within the 

limits set forth in subsection (a) of this section will be 

authorized under special permit authority by each 

participating jurisdiction that could legally Issue such 

per~its prior to July 1. 1956• provided all regulations and 

procedures related to such Issuance In effect as of July 1• 

19569 are adhered to; 

(c) the objectives of subsections (aJ and (bJ of this 

section relate to vehicles or co•binations of vehicles in 

regular operation, and the authority of any participating 

jurisdiction to issue special permits for the movement OT 

any vehicle or combinations oT vehicles having dimensions 

and;or weights in excess of the maximum statutory limits in 

each participating jurisdiction will not be affected; 

(d) it is the further objective oT the participating 

jurisdictions to facilitate and expedite the operation of 

any vehicle or combination of vehicles between and a•ong the 

participating jurisdictions under the provisions of 

subsection (a) or (b) of this section, and to that end the 

participating jurisdictions hereby agree, through their 

designated representatives, to meet and cooperate in the 

consideration of vehicle size and weight related matters 

including but not limited to the development of unifor• 

enforcement procedures; additional vehicle size and weight 
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standards; operational standards; agreements or co•pacts to 

facilitate regional application and ad•lnistratlon of 

vehicle size and weight standards; 

application foras; 

unlfor• permit 

procedures; uniform rules for the 

operation of vehicles. Including equipment requirements, 

driver qualifications. and operating practices; and such 

other •atters as may be pertinent; 

(e) in recognition of the ll•ited prospects of federal 

revision of section 127, Title 23• u.s. Code, and In order 

to protect 

possibll ity of 

highway funds, 

participating 

withholding 

it Is the 

jurisdictions against any 

or forfeiture of federal-aid 

further objective of the 

participating jurisdictions to secure congressional approval 

of this agreement and specifically of the vehicle size and 

weight standards set forth in subsection (a) of this 

section; 

(f) In recognition of desire for a degree of national 

uniformity of size and weight regulations. it is the further 

objective to encourage development of broad, uniform size 

and weight standards on a national basis and further that 

procedures adopted under this agreement be compatible with 

national standards. 

Article VI. Entry into Force and Withdrawal 

Section 1. This agree•ent shall enter Into force when 

enacted Into law by any two or more jurisdictions. 
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Thereafter• this agreement shall becoae effective as to any 

other jurisdiction upon its enactment thereof• except as 

otherwise provided in section a, Article III• 

Section 2. Any participating jurisdiction •ay withdraw 

from this agree•ent by canceling the sa•e but no such 

withdrawal shall take effect until 30 days after the 

designated representative of the withdrawing jurisdiction 

has given notice ln writing of the withdrawal to all ather 

participating jurisdictions. 

Article VII. Construction and Severability 

Section 1. This agree•ent shall be liberally construed 

so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. 

Section 2. The provisions of this agreement shall be 

severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or 

of this agreeeent Is declared to be contrary 

constitution of any participating jurisdiction 

provision 

to the 

or the 

applicability thereto to any govern~ent, agency, person, or 

circumstance Is held invalid 9 the validity of the remainder 

of this agreement shall not be affected thereby. If this 

agreement shall be held contrary to the constitution of any 

jurisdiction partic.ipatlng herein, the agreement shall 

remain In full force and effect as to the jurisdictions 

affected as to all severable matters. 

Article VIII. Filing of Docu•ents 

Section 1. A copy of this agreement, its amendments, 

-10-
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1 and rules promulgated thereunder and Interpretations thereof 

Z shall be filed In the highway department In each 

3 participating jurisdiction and shall be made available for 

4 revie~ by Interested parties. 

5 Article IX. Existing Statutes Not Repealed 

6 Section 1. All existing statutes prescribing weight 

7 and size standards and all existing statutes relating to 

8 special permits shall continue to be of force and effect 

9 until amended or repealed by law. 

10 Article x. State Governaent Departments 

11 Authorized to Cooperate With Cooperating co .. lttee 

12 Section 1. Within appropriations available therefor, 

13 the departments, agencies, and officers of the govern•ent of 

14 this state shall cooperate with and assist the cooperating 

15 co .. ittee within the scope contemplated by Article IY, 

16 sections 1(a) and 1(b) of the agreement• The departments, 

17 agencies, and officers of the government of this state are 

18 authorized generally to cooperate with said cooperating 

19 co .. ittee. 

-End-
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3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ADOPTING THE MULTISTATE 

5 HIGH~AY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT.• 

6 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

s Section 1. Hultistate Highway Transportation Agreement 

9 enactoent and text. The Hultist3te Highway Transportation 

10 Agreement is hereby enacted Into law and entered into with 

11 all other jurisdictions legally joining therein in the form 

12 substantially as follows: 

13 HULTISTATE HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEHENT 

14 Pursuant to and in conforMity with the laws of their 

15 respective jurisdictions, the participating jurisdictions, 

16 acting by and through their officials lawfully authorized to 

17 execute this agreement, do mutually agree as follows: 

18 Article r. Findings and Purposes 

19 Section 1. Findings. The participating jurisdictions 

20 find that: 

21 (a) the expanding regional economy depends on 

22 expanding transportation capacity; 

23 {b) highway transportation is the major mode for 

24 movement of people and goods In the western states; 

25 (C) uniform application In thE west of more adequate 
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vehicle size and weight standards will result in a reduction 

of pollution, congestion, fuel consumption, and related 

transportation costs, which are necessary to permit 

increased productivity; 

(d) a number of western states, already having adopted 

substantially the 1964 bureau of public roads recommended 

vehicle size and weight standards, still find current 

federal limits more restrictive; 

(e) the 1974 revision of federal law (23 u.s.c. 127) 

did not contain any substantial improvements for vehicle 

size and weight standards in the western states and deprives 

states of interstate matching money if vehicle weights and 

widths are increased, even though the Interstate system is 

nearly 92% completej and 

(f) the ?articlpating jurisdictions are most capable 

of developing vehicle size and weight standards most 

appropriate for the regional economy and transportation 

require11entso consistent with and in recognition of 

principles of highway safety. 

Section 2. Purposes. The purposes of this agreement 

are to: 

(a) adhere to the principle that each participating 

jurisdiction should have the freedom to develop vehicle size 

3nd weight standards that it determines to be most 

appropriate to its econowy and _highway system; 
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(b) establish a systea authorizing the operation OT 

vehicles traveling between two or more participating 

jurisdictions at more adequate size and weight standards; 

(c) promote uniformity among participating 

jurisdictions in vehicle size and weight standards on the 

basis of the objectives set forth in this agreement; 

(d) secure uniformity, insofar as possibla, of 

administrative procedures In the enforcement of recoamended 

vehicle size and weight standards; 

(e) provide •eans for the encourage•ent and 

utilization of research that will facilitate the achievement 

of the foregoing purposes, with due regard for the findings 

set forth in section 1 oT this article. 

Article II. Definitions 

Section 1• As used in this agreement: 

(a) •designated representative• •eans a legislator or 

other person authorized to represent the jurisdiction; 

(b) •jurisdiction• means a state of the United States 

or the District of Coluabia; 

(c) •vehicle• means any vehicle as defined by statute 

to be subject to size and we~ght standards that operates In 

two or more participating jurisdictions. 

Article III. General Provisions 

Section 1. ~uallfications for me•bership. 

Participation in this agreement is open to jurisdictions 

-3-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 1197/01 

that subscribe to the findings, purposes, and objectives of 

this a~reement and Mill seek legislation necessary to 

accomplish these objectives. 

Section 2. Cooperation. 

jurisdictions, 

representatives, 

working through 

shall cooperate 

achieving the desired goals of this 

appropriate statutory authority. 

The participating 

their desi;nated 

and assist each ether in 

agreement pursuant to 

Section 3. Effect of headings. Article and section 

headings contained herein •ay not be considered to govern, 

limit, ~odify 9 or in any ~anner affect the scope, meaning, 

or intent of the provisions of any article or section 

hereof• 

section 4. Vehicle laws and regulations. This 

agreement does not authorize the operation of a vehicle in 

any participating jurisdiction contrary to the laws or 

regulations thereof. 

Section 5. Interpretation. The final decision 

regarding Interpretation of questions at Issue relating to 

this agreement shall be reached by unanimous joint action of 

the participating jurisdictions• acting through the 

designated representatives. Results of all such actions 

shall be placed in writing. 

Section 6. Amend•ent. This agreement may be amended by 

unani01ous joint action of the participating jurisdictions. 

-4-
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acting through the officials thereof authorized to enter 

into this agreement, subject to the requirements of section 

4o Article III. Any amendment shall be placed In writing 

3nd aecome a part hereof. 

Section 7• Restrictions, conditions, or limitations. 

Any jurisdiction entering this agreement shall provide each 

other participating jurisdiction with a list of any 

restriction, condition, or limitation on the general terms 

of this agreement, If any. 

Section e. Additional jurisdictions. Additional 

jurisdictions may become members of this agreement by 

signing and accepting the terms of the agreement. 

Article IV. Cooperating Committee 

Section 1. Pursuant to section 2 0 Article Illo the 

designated representatives of the participating 

jurisdictions shall constitute a committee that shall have 

the power to: 

(a) collect, correlate, analyze, and evaluate 

information resulting or derivable from research and testing 

activities in relation to vehicle size and weight related 

matters; 

(b) recommend and encourage the undertaking of 

research and testing in any aspect of vehicle size and 

weight or related matter when, in their collective judgmento 

appropriate or sufficient research or testing has not been 
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undertaken; 

(c) recommend changes in law or policy with emphasis 

on compatibility or laws and unirorcity or administrative 

rules that would promote effective governmental action or 

coordination In the field of vehicle size and weight related 

matters. 

Section 2. Each participating jurisdiction shall be 

entitled to one vote only. No action or the co•mlttee shall 

be binding unless a ~ajority of the total number o~ votes 

cast by participating jurisdictions are in favor thereof. 

Section 3o The committee shall meet at least once 

annually and shall elect, from among its members, a 

chairman, a vice-chairman, and a secretary. 

Section ~. The committee shall submit annually to the 

legislature of each participating jurisdiction, no later 

than Nove11ber lo a report setting forth the work of the 

committee during the preceding year and including 

recommendations developed by the 

may submit such additional 

committee. The 

reports as it 

COIIIIIittee 

considers 

appropriate or desirable. Copies of all such reports shall 

be made available to the transportation committee of the 

western conference, council of state governments, and to the 

western association of state highway and transportation 

officials. 

Article v. Obj~ctives of the 
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Participating Jurisdictions 

Section 1. Objectives. The participating jurisdictions 

hereby declare that: 

(a) it Is the objective of th~ participating 

jurisdictions to obtain more efficient and more economical 

transportation by motor vehicles between 

participating jurisdictions by encouraging the 

and among the 

adoption of 

standards that will, as minimums, allow the operation on all 

state highways, except those determined through engineering 

evaluation to be inadequate, with a single-axle weight not 

In excess of 20 9 000 pounds, a tandem-axle weight not in 

excess of 34,000 pounds, and a gross vehicle or combination 

weight not In excess of that resulting from application of 

the formula: 

W = 500((LN/N - 1) + 12N + 36) 

where W = maximum weight In pounds carried on any group of 

two or computed to nearest 500 pounds; 

L 

N = 

distance in feet between the extremes of any 

group of two or more consecutive axles; 

number of axles in group under consideration; 

(b) it is the further objective of the participating 

jurisdictions that in the event the operation of a vehicle 

or combination of vehicles according to the provisions of 

subsection {a) of this section would result in withholding 

or forfeiture of federal-aid funds pursuant to section 127• 
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Title 23t u.s. Code, the operation of such vehicle or 

combination of vehicles at axle and gross weights within the 

limits set forth In subsection (a) of this section will be 

authorized under special per~it authority by each 

participating jurisdiction that could legally issue such 

permits prior to July 1, 1956t provided all regulations and 

procedures related to such Issuance in effect as of July lt 

1956, are adhered to; 

(c) the objectives of subsections (at and (b) of this 

section relate to vehicles or combinations of vehicles in 

regular operation, and the authority of any participating 

jurisdiction to issue special permits for the movement of 

any vehicle or co•binations of vehicles having dimensions 

andtor weights in excess of the maximum statutory limits in 

each participating jurisdiction will not be affected; 

(d) it Is the further objective of the participating 

jurisdictions to facilitate and expedite the operation of 

any vehicle or combination of vehicles bet~een and among the 

participating jurisdictions under the provisions of 

subsection (a) or (bt of this section, and to that end the 

participating jurisdictions 

designated representatives, 

hereby 

to meet 

agree, through their 

and cooperat£ in the 

consideration of vehicle size and weight related matters 

including but not limited to the development of uniform 

enforcement procedures; additional vehicle size and weight 
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standards; operational standards; agreements or coapacts to 

facilitate regional application and administration of 

vehicle size and 

procedures; uniform 

~eight standards; 

application forms; 

uniform 

rules for 

per111it 

the 

operation of vehicles. Including equip111ent requirements 9 

driver qualifications, and oper~ting practices; and such 

other matters as may be pertinent; 

(e} in recognition of the liaited prospects of federal 

revision of section 127• Title 23, u.s. Code, and in order 

to protect participating 

possibility of ~ithholding 

highway funds, it is the 

jurisdictions against any 

or forfeiture of federal-aid 

further objective of the 

participating jurisdictions to secure congressional approval 

of this agreement and specifically of the vehicle size and 

weight standards set forth in subsection (a) of this 

section; 

(f) in recognition of desire for a degree of national 

uniformity of size and ~eight regulations, It Is the further 

objective to encourage development of broad, uniform size 

and weight standards on a national ~asis and further that 

procedures adovtad under this agreement be compatible with 

national standards. 

Article VI. Entry into Force and Hithdra~al 

Section 1. This agreement shall enter into force when 

enacted into law by any two or ~ore jurisdictions. 
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Thereafter, this agreement shall bec0111e effective as to any 

other jurisdiction upon Its enact~nt thereof, except as 

otherwise provided in section a, Article III. 

section 2. Any participating jurisdiction may withdraw 

from this agreement by canceling the same but no such 

withdrawal shall take effect until 30 days after the 

designated representative of the withdrawing jurisdiction 

has given notice in writing of the withdrawal to all other 

participating jurisdictions. 

Article VII. Construction and Severability 

Section 1. This agreement shall be liberally construed 

so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. 

Section 2. The provisions of this agreement shall be 

severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or provision 

of this agreement is declared to be contrary to the 

constitution of any participating jurisdiction or the 

applicability thereto to any government, agency, person 9 or 

circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the remainder 

of this agreement shall not b~ affected thereby. If this 

agreement shall be held contrary to the constitution of any 

jurisdiction participating herein 9 the agreement shall 

remain in full force and effect as to the jurisdictions 

affected as to all severable matters. 

Article VIII. Filing of Documents 

section 1. A copy of th.is agreement, its amendments, 
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1 and rules promulgated thereunder and Interpretations thereof 

2 shall be filed In the highway department in each 

3 participating jurisdiction and shall be made available for 

4 review by interested parties. 

5 Article IX. Existing Statutes Not Repealed 

6 Section 1• All existing statutes prescribing weight 

1 and size standards and all existing statutes relating to 

B special permits shall continue to be of force and effect 

9 until amended or repealed by law. 

10 Article x. State Government Departments 

11 Authorized to Cooperate With Cooperating Committee 

12 Section 1• Within appropriations available therefor, 

13 the departments, agencies, and officers of the government of 

14 this state shall cooperate with and assist the cooperating 

15 co••ittee within the scope contemplated by Article IV, 

16 sections 1(a) and 1(b) of the agreement• The departments, 

17 agencies, and officers of the government of this state are 

18 authorized generally to cooperate with said cooperating 

19 co~ittee. 

-End-

-11-

• 



47th Legislature HB 0681/02 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

lS 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Zit 

25 

HOUSE SILL NO. 681 

INTRODUCED BY SIVERTSEN• KEYSERt MARKS• GRAHAM, 

KROPP, MENAHAN 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ADOPTING THE HULTISTATE 

HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Multistate Highway Transportation Aqree~nt 

enactMent and text. The Multistate Highway Transportation 

Agree~nt is hereby enacted into law and entered into with 

all other jurisdictions legally joining therein in the form 

substantially as follows: 

MULTISTATE HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT 

Pursuant to and in conformity with the laws of their 

respective jurisdictions, the participating jurisdictions. 

acting by and through their officials lawfully authorized to 

execute this agreement, do mutually agree-as follows: 

Article I. Findings and Purposes 

Section 1. Findings. The participating jurisdictions 

find that: 

(a) the expanding regi anal econoiSiy depends on 

expanding transportation capacity; 

(bl highway transportation is the major mode for 

movement of people and goods in the western states; 
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(cJ uniform application in the west of More adequate 

vehicle size and weight standards will result in a reduction 

of pollution, congestion, fuel consuaption, and related 

transportation costs, which are necessary to permit 

increased productivity; 

(d) a number of western states, already having adopted 

substantially the 1964 bureau of public roads recommended 

vehicle size and weight standards• still find current 

federal limits more restrictive; 

(e) the 1974 revision of federal law (23 u.s.c. 127) 

did not contain any substantial improvements for vehicle 

size and weight standards in the western states and deprives 

states of interstate Matching aoney if vehicle weights and 

widths are increased, even though the interstate system is 

nearly 9Z\ ~~plete; and 

(f) the participating jurisdictions are most capable 

of developing vehicle size and weight standards MOSt 

appropriate for the regional economy 

requirements, consistent with and 

principles of highway safety. 

and transportation 

in recognition of 

Section 2. Purposes. The purposes of this agree.ent 

are to: 

(a) adhere to the principle that each participating 

jurisdiction should have the freedom to develop vehicle size 

and weight standards that it determines to be most 
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appropriate to its economy and highway system; 

(b) establish a system authorizing the operation of 

vehicles traveling between two or more participating 

jurisdictions at more adequate size and weight standards; 

(c) promote uniformity among participating 

jurisdictions in vehicle size and weight standards on 

basis of the objectives set forth in this agreement; 

the 

(d) secure uniformity, insofar as possible. of 

administrative procedures in the enforcement of recommended 

vehicle size and weight standards; 

(e) provide means for the encouragement and 

utilization of research that will facilitate the achievement 

of the foregoing purposes, with due regard for the findings 

set forth in section 1 of this article. 

Article 11. Definitions 

Section 1. As used in this agreement: 

(a) "designated representativeM means a legaslator or 

other person authorized to represent the jurisdiction; 

(b) •jurisdiction• means a state of the United States 

or the District of Columbia; 

(c) "vehicle" means any vehicle as defined by statute 

to be subject to size and weight standards that operates in 

two or more participating jurisdictions• 

Article 111. General Provisions 

Section 1. Qualifications for membership• 
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Participation in this agree~nt is open to jurisdictions 

that subscribe to the findings, purposes. and objectives of 

this agreement and will seek legislation necessary to 

accomplish these objectives • 

Section z. Cooperation. 

jurisdactions, working through 

representatives, shall cooperate 

achieving the desired goals of this 

appropriate statutory authority. 

The 

their 

participating 

designated 

and assist each other an 

agree~nt pursuant to 

Section 3. Effect of headings. Article and section 

headings contained herein ~ay not oe considered to govern, 

limit, modify, or in any manner affect the scope, meaning, 

or intent of the provisions of any article or section 

hereof. 

Section 4. Vehicle laws and regulations. Thas 

agreement does not authorize the operation of a vehicle in 

any participating jurisdiction contrary to the laws or 

regulations thereof. 

Section 5. Interpretation. The final decision 

regarding interpretation of questions at issue relating to 

this agreement shall be reached by unanimous joint action of 

the participating jurisdictions, acting through the 

designated representatives. Results of all 

shall be placed in writing. 

such actions 

Section 6. Amendeent. This agreement may be amended by 

-4- HB 681 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0681/02 

unaniaous joint action of the pa~ticipating jurisdictions, 

acting through the officials the~eof authorized to enter 

into this ag~eemento subject to the ~equirements of section 

Itt Article III. Any amendment shall be placed in writing 

and become a part hereof. 

Section 1. Restrictions, conditions, or limitations. 

Any jurisdiction entering this agree~nt shall provide each 

other participating jurisdiction with a list of any 

rest~iction, condition, or limitation on the general teres 

of this agreement• if any. 

Section 8. Additional Additional 

ju~isdictions may become 

jurisdictions. 

~mbers of this agree~Dent by 

signing and accepting the ter•s of the agreement. 

Article IY. Cooperating co .. ittee 

Section 1. Pursuant to section z, Article lllo the 

designated representatives of the 

jurisdictions shall constitute a committee that 

the power to: 

participating 

shall have 

(a) collect• co~relate, analyze, and evaluate 

information ~esulting o~ derivable from resea~ch and testing 

activities in relation to vehicle size and weight ~elated 

matters; 

(bJ ~ecommend and encourage the undertaking of 

~esea~ch and testing in any aspect of vehicle size and 

weight or related matte~ when, in their collective judgment• 
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app~opriate o~ sufficient research o~ testing has not been 

unde~taken; 

(c) recom.end changes in law o~ policy with e•phasis 

on compatibility of laws and uniformity of ad•inistrative 

~ules that would promote effective gove~nmental action o~ 

coordination in the field of vehicle size and weight related 

matte~s. 

Section z. Each pa~ticipating ju~isdiction shall be 

entitled to one vote only. No action of the co•mittee shall 

be binding unless a majority of the total number of votes 

cast by participating JUrisdictions a~e in favor the~eof. 

Section 3. The committee shall •eet at least once 

annually and shall elect. from among its ~mbers, a 

chai~man. a vice-chai~man, and a sec~etary. 

Section 4. The co~~~mittee shall ·subait annually to the 

legislatu~e of each pa~ticipating ju~isdictiono no later 

than Novembe~ 1o a report setting forth the wo~k of the 

committee during the p~eceding yea~ 

recommendations developed by the committee. 

may SUblllit such additional repo~ts as 

and 

The 

it 

including 

co-ittee 

considers 

appropriate or desi~able. Copies of all such ~epo~ts shall 

be made available to the transpo~tation co.mittee of the 

weste~n conference, council of state governments, and to the 

western association of state highway and transportation 

officials. 
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Section 1· Objectives. The participating jurisdictions 

hereby declare that: 

(a) it i 5 the objective of the participating 

jurisdictions to obtain more efficient and more economical 

transportation by motor vehicles between and among the 

participating jurisdictions by encouraging the adoption of 

standards that willo as •inisums, allow the operation on all 

state highways, except those deter•ined through engineering 

evaluation to be inadequate• with a single-axle weight not 

in excess of zo,ooo pounds, a tandem-axle weight not in 

excess of 3't,OOO pounds, and a gross vehicle or combination 

weight not in excess of that resulting from application of 

the formula: 

where w 

l 

W: 500((LN/N- 1) • l2N • 36) 

maximum weight in pounds carried on any group of 

two or computed to nearest 500 pounds; 

distance in feet between the extremes of any 

group of two or more consecutive axles; 

N = number of axles in group under consideration; 

(b) it is the further objective of the participating 

JUrisdictions that in the event the operation of a vehicle 

or combination of vehicles according to the provisions of 

subsection (a) of this section would result in withholding 
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or forfeiture of federal-aid funds pursuant to section 121, 

Title 23, u.s. Code, the operation of such vehicle or 

combination of vehicles at axle and gross weights within the 

limits set forth in subsection (a) of this section will be 

authorized under special permit authority by each 

participating jurisdiction that could legally issue such 

permits pr10r to July 1• 1956, provided all regulations and 

procedures related to such issuance in effect as of July l• 

!956, are adhered to; 

(c) the objectives of subsections (a) and (b) of this 

section re,ate to vehicles or combinations of vehicles in 

regular operation, and the authority of any part1c1pat1ng 

JUrisdiction to issue special permits for the movement of 

any vehicle or combinations of vehicles having dimensions 

andtor weights 1n excess of the maximum statutory limits in 

each participating jurisdiction will not be affected; 

(d) it is the further objective of the participating 

jurisdictions to facilitate and expedite the operation of 

any vehicle or cOMbination of vehicles between and among the 

participating jurisdictions under the provisions of 

subsection (a) or (bl of this section• and to that end the 

participating jurisdictions hereby agree, through their 

designated representatives, to meet and cooperate tn the 

consideration of vehicle size and weight related matters 

including but not limited to the development of uniform 
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enforcement procedures; additional vehicle size and weight 

standards; operational standards; agreeMents or compacts to 

facilitate regional application and administration of 

vehicle size and weight standards; unifo~m permit 

procedures; uniform application forms; rules for the 

operation of vehicles, including equipMent requirements, 

driver qualifications. and operating practices; and such 

other matters as may be pertinent; 

(e) in recognition of the limited prospects of federal 

revision of section 127o Title 23o u.s. Code• and in order 

to protect participating jurisdictions 

possibility of withholding or forfeiture 

against any 

of federal-aid 

highway fundso it is the further objective of the 

participating jurisdictions to secure congressional approval 

of this agreement and specifically of the vehicle size and 

weight standards set forth in subsection (a) of this 

section; 

(f) in recognition of desire for a degree of national 

uniformity of size and weight regulations, it is the further 

objective to encourage develop.ent of broad, uniform size 

and weight standards on a national basis and further that 

procedures adopted under this agreement be compatible with 

national standards. 

Article VI. Entry into Force and Withdrawal 

Section 1. This agreement shall enter into force when 
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enacted into law by any two or 111ore jurisdictions. 

Thereafter, this agreement shall beco~ effective as to any 

other jurisdiction upon its enactment thereofo except as 

othe~wise provided in section s, A~ticle 111. 

Section 2. Any participating jurisdiction aay withdraw 

from this agreeMent by canceling the same but no such 

withdrawal shall take effect until 30 days afte~ the 

designated representative of the withdrawing ju~isdiction 

has given notice in w~iting of the withdrawal to all other 

participating jurisdictions. 

Article VII. Const~uction and Severability 

Section 1. This agreement shall be liberally construed 

so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. 

Section 2. The provisions of this ag~eement shall be 

severable and if any ph~aseo clause, sentence, or p~ovision 

of this agreement is declared to be contrary to the 

constitution of any partie ipating Jurisdiction or the 

applicability thereto to any government, agency. person, or 

circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the remainde~ 

of this agreement shall not be affected the~eby. If this 

ag~eement shall be held contra~y to the constitution of any 

jurisdiction participating herein, the agreement shall 

remain in full force and effect as to the jurisdictions 

affected as to all severable matters. 

Article VIII. Filing of Documents 
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1 Section 1· A copy of this agreement• its amendments, 

2 and rules promulgated thereunder and interpretations thereof 

3 shall be filed in the highway department in each 

~ participating jurisdiction and shall be made available for 

5 review by interested parties. 

6 Article IX. Existing Statutes Not Repealed 

1 Section 1. All existing statutes prescribing weight 

B and size standards and all existing statutes relating to 

9 special permits shall continue to be of force and effect 

10 until amended or repealed by law. 

11 

12 

13 

Article x. state Govern~nt Departments 

Authorized to Cooperate With Cooperating Comaittee 

Section 1. Within appropriations available therefor, 

14 the departments, agencies, and officers of the govern~nt of 

15 this state shall cooperate with and assist the cooperating 

16 co.mittee within the scope contemplated by Article IVo 

17 sections 1(a) and 1(b) of the agreement. The depart~nts, 

18 agencies, and officers of the government of this state are 

19 authorized generally to cooperate with said cooperating 

20 committee. 

-End-
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