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1 ..%9H§§._. BILL MNO. __ 1 vehicle size and weight standards will result in 3 reduction
P4 ROBOCED BY 2 of pollutiony congestions fuel consumptiony and related
3 ﬂHDuﬂhﬂ«v/ 3 transportation costsy vhich are necessary to permit
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT ADOPTING THE MULTISTATE 4 increased productivity;

5 HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT.™ 5 (4) a number of western statesy already having adopted

o
o

substantially the 1964 bureau of public roads recommended

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 7 vehicle size and weight standardss still find current

3 Section 1. Multistate Highway Transportation Agreement 8 federal limits more restrictive;

9 -~ enactment and texte The Multistate Highway Transportation g (e} the 1974 revision of federal law (23 UaSeCe 127}
ig Agreement is hereby enacted into law and entered into with 10 did not contain any substantial improvements for vehicle
11 alt other jurisdictions legally joining therein in the form 11 size and weight standards in the western states and deprives
12 substantially as follows: 12 states of Interstate matching money if vehicle weights and
13 MULTISTATE HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT 13 widths are increaseds even though the interstate system is
14 Pursuant to and in conformity with the 1laws of their 14 nearly 92% complete; and
1s respective jurisdictionss the participating jurisdictionss 15 (f}) the narticipating jurisdictions are most capable
16 acting by and through their officials lawfully autherized to 16 of developing vehicle size and weight standards most
17 execute this agreementy do mutuaily agree as follows: 17 appropriate for the regional economy and transportation
18 Article 1« Findings and Purposes 18 requirementsy consistent with and in recognition of
19 Section le Findingse The participating jurisdictions 19 principles of highway safetye
20 find that: 23 Section 2. Purposess The purposes of this agreement
21 {a) the expanding regional economy depends on 21 are to:

22 expanding transportation capacity; 22 (a) adhere to the principle that each participating
23 {b) highway transportation is the major mode for ' 23 jurisdiction should have the freedom to develop vehicle size
24 movenent of people and goods in the western states; 24 and weight standards that it determines to be most
25 (c) wuniform application in the West of more adequate 25 appropriate to its economy and highway system;
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{b} establish a system authorizing the operation of
vehicles traveling between two or more participating
jurisdictions at more adequate size and weight standardss

{c} promote uniformity among participating
jurisdictions in vehicle size and weight standards on the
basis of the objectives set forth in this agreement;

{d) secure uniformitys insofar as possibles of
administrative procedures in the enforcement of recommended
vehicle size and weight standards;

{e) provide means for the encouragement and
utilization of research that will facilitate the achievement
of the foregoing purposessy with due regard for the findings
set forth in section 1 of this articlee

Article II. Definitions

Section 1« As used in this agreement:

{a) "“designated representative™ means a legislator or
other person authorized to represent the jurisdiction;

{b) ™jurisdiction™ means a state of the United States
or the District of Columbias

{c) "“wvehicle®™ means any vehicle as defined by statute
to be subject to size and weight standards that operates in
two or more participating jurisdictionss

Article III. General Provisions

Section 1.« Qualifications for membershipe

Participation in this agreement is open to jurisdictions
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that subscribe to the findingses purposess and objectives of
this agreement and will seek Jegislation mnecessary to
accomplish these objectivess

Section 2« Cooperation. The participating
jurisdictionsy working through their designated
representativesy shall cooperate and assist each cther in

achieving the desired goals cf this agreement pursuant to

. appropriate statutory authoritye

Section 3. Effect of headingse Article and section
headings contained herein may not be considered +to governs
limity modifyy or in any manner affect the scopey meaninge
or intent of the provisions of any article or section
hereofe

Section 4. VYehicle laws and reqguiationss This
agreement does not authorize the operation of a vehicle in
any participating jurisdiction contrary to the 1laws or
regulations thereofe

Saction 5. Interpretation. The final decision
regarding interbretatlon of questions at issue relating to
this agreement shall be reached by unanimous joint action of
the participating jurisdictionsy acting through the
designated representativese Results of all such actions
shall be placed In writinge

Section 6. Amendment. This agreement may be amended by

unanimous joint action of the participating jurisdictions,
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acting through the officials thereof authorized to enter
into this agreements subject to the requirements of section
4y Article Ille Any amendment shall be placed in writing
and become a part hereof.

Section 7« Restrictionss conditionss or limitationse
Any jurisdiction entering this agreement shall provide each
other participating jurisdiction with a 1list of any
restrictiones conditiony or limitation on the general terms
of this agreementy if anye

Section 8. Additional jurisdictionse Additicnal
jurisdictions may become members of this agreement by
signing and accepting the terms of the agreement.

Article IVe Cooperating Committee

Section le Pursuant to section 2y Article IIIs the
designated representatives of the participating
jurisdictions shall constitute a committee that shall have
the power to:

{a) collect, correlates analyzes and evaluate
information resulting or derivable from research and testing
activities in relation to vehicle size and weight related
matters;

{bl recomnend and encourage the wundertaking of
research and testing in any aspect of vehicle size and
weight or related matter whens in their collective judgments

approgriate or sufficient research or testing has not been
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under taken;

{c) recommend changes in ¥aw or policy with emphasis
on compatibility of laws and uniformity of administrative
rules that would promote effective governmental action or
coordination in the field of vehicle size and weight related
matterse

Section 2. Each participating Jurisdiction shall be
entitled to one vote onlye« No action of the committee shall
be binding unless a majority of the total number of votes
cast by participating jurisdictions are in favor thereof.

Section 3+ The committee shall meet at 1least once
annually and shall electsy from among its memberse a
chairmaney a vice-chairmans and 3 secretarys

Section 4« The committee shall submit annually to the
Yegislature of each participating jurisdictions no later
than November 1y a report setting forth the work of the
committee during the preceding year and including
recommendations developed by the committees The committee
may submit such additional reports as it considers
appropriate or desirables Copies of all such reports shall
be made available to the transportation committee of the
western conferences council of state governmantsy and to the
wastern association of state highway and transportation
officialse

Article Ve« DObjectives of the
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Participsting Jurisdictions

Section le Objectivess The participating jurisdictions
hereby declare that:

{a) it is the ob jective of the participating
Jurisdictions to obtain more efficient and more economicatl
transportation by motor vehicles between and armong the
participating jurisdictions by encouraging the adoption of
standards that wille as minimumss allow the operation on all
state highwaysy except those determined through engineering
evaluation to be inadequates with 2 single-axle weight not
in excess of 204000 poundsy a tandem—axle weight not in
excess of 34,000 poundsy and a gross vehicle or combination
weight not in excess of that resulting from application of
the formula:z

W = SOO(({LN/N — 1) + 12N + 36)

where W = maximum weight in pounds carried on any group of
two or computed to nearesf 500 pounds;
L= distance in feet between the extremes of any
group of two or more consecutive axles;
N = number of axles in group under consideration;

(b} it is the further objective of the participating
jurisdictions that in the event the operation of a vwehicle
or combination of vehicles according to the provisions of
subsection (a) of this section would result in withholding

or forfeiture of federal-aid funds pursuant to section 127,
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Title 23y UeSe Codey the operation of such vehicle or
combination of wvehicles at axle and gross weights within the
limits set forth in subsection (a) of this section will be
authorized under special permit authority by each
participating jurisdiction that could 1legally issue such
permits prior to July ly 1956y provided all regulations and
procedures related to such issuance in effect as of July Ly
19564y are adhered toj;

{c)} the objectives of subsections (a) and (b} of this
section relate to vehicles or combinations of vehicles in
regular operations and the authority of any participating
jurisdiction to issue special permits for the movement of
any vehicle or combinations of vehicles having dimensions
and/or weights in excess of the maximum statutory limits in
each participating jurisdiction will not be affected;

{(G) it is the further objective of the participating
jurisdictions to facilitate and expedite the operation of
any vehicle or combination of vehicles between and among the
participating jurisdictions under the provisions of
subsection (a) or (b} of this sections and to that end the
participating jurisdictions hereby agrees through their
designated representativesy to meet and cooperate in the
consideration of vehicle size and weight related matters
including but not Jlimited to the development of uniforw

enforcement procedures; additional vehicle size and weight



un > u Y]

& -~ o

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LC 1197/01

standards; operational standards; agreements or compacts to
facilitate regional application and administration of
vehiclz size and weight standards; uniform permit
procedures; wuniform application forms; rules for the
operation of wvehiclesy including eguipment requiramentss
driver gualificationss and operzting practicesj and such
other matters as may be pertinent;

{e) in recognition of the limited prospects of federal
revision of section 127y Title 234 UeSe Codes and in order
to protect participating jurisdictions against any
possibility of withholding or forfeiture of federal-aid
highway fundss it is the further objective of the
participating jurisdictions to secure congressional approval
of +this agreement and specifically of ths vehicle size and
wa2ight standards set forth in subsaction (a) of this
sectionj

(f} in recognition of desire for a degree of national
uniformity of size and weight regulationsy it is the further
objective to encourage development of broad, uniform size
and weight standards on a national basis aad further that
procadures adopted under this agreement be compatible with
national standardse

Article ¥iIe Entry into Force and Withdrawal
Section ls This agreement shall enter into force when

enacted into law by any two or nore Jurisdictionse
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Thereaftery this agreement shall become effective as to any
other jurisdiction upon its enactment thercofs except as
otherwise provided in section 8» Article I1l.

Section 2. Any participating jurisdiction may withdraw
from this agreement by canceling the same but no such
withdrawal shall take effect until 30 days after the
designated representative of the withdrawing jurisdiction
has given notice in writing of the withdrawal to all other
participating jurisdictionse

Article VvIiI. Construction and Severability

Section le This agreement shall be liberally construed
s0 as to effectuate the purposes thereofs

Section 2. The provisions of this agreement shall be
severable and if any phrases clauses sentencey or provision
of this agreement is declared to be contrary to the
constitution of any participating jurisdiction or the
applicability thereto to any governmants agencys persons or
circumstance is held invaltides the validity of the remainder
of this agreement shall not be affected therebye If this
agreement shall be held contrary to the constitution of any
jurisdiction participating hereiny the agreement shall
remain in full force and effect as to the jurisdictions
affected as to all severable matterse

Article VIII. Filing of Documents

Section 1l« A copy of this agreement, its amendments,

HE 0P|
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and rules promulgated thereunder and interpretations thereof
shall be filed in the highway department in each
participating Jurisdiction and shall be made available for
review by interested partiese
Article IXe Existing Statutes Not Repealed
Section le« All existing statutes prescribing weight
and size standards and all existing statutes relating to
special permits shall continue to be of force and effect
until amended or repealed by lawe
Article X. State Government Departments
Authorized to Cooperate With Cooperating Committee
Section 1. MWithin appropriations available therefory
the departmentss agenciesy and officers of the government of
this state shall cooperate with and assist the cooperating
committee within the scope <contemplated by Article IV
secticns 1(a) and 1(b) of the agreemente The departmentss
agenciesey and officers of the government of this state are
authorized generally to cooperate with said cooperating
committees

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. ... ... _.

FISCAL NOTE

Form B1-13

In comphianee WiéhB a written request received | .F.e.b'. . ]O’ U 1} 8_‘_'_ , there is hereby submitted o Fiscal Note
HB ! -
for U pursuant to ' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).

Background information used in devetoping this Fiscal Note is availabie from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request.

Description

HB 681 is an act to adopt the Multistate Highway Transportation Agreement.

Assumptions

It is assumed that one person would attend one annual meeting at an
undetermined location to serve as Montana's representative on the
Multistate Highway Transportation Commjttee.

82 83

1. Transportation costs -
' est, 2000 miles $ 500.00 $ 550.00
2. Meals, Lodging, etc. 5 days 300.00 350.00
Estimated annual cost 5 800.00 $ 900.00

Costs are unknown for administration, study, or research resulting from
committee action.

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Buddget and Program Planning

Date: pa -:_l._.\z’ = _X_)
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HOUSE BILL MNO.

m ROBUCED BY /M;"‘mf\

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT ADGPTING THE MULTISTATE

HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. HMultistate Highway Transportation Agreement
-- enactment and texte The Multistate Highway Transportation
Agreement is hereby enacted into law and entered into with
all other jurisdictions legally joining therein in the form
substantially as follows:

MULTISTATE HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT

Pursuant to and in conformity with the 1laws of their
respective jurisdictionss +the participating jurishict!on51
acting by and through thelr officials lawfully authorized to
execute this agreements do mutually agree as follows:

Article 1« Findings and Purposes

Section 1. Findingse The participating jurisdictions
find that:

(a) the expanding regional economy depends on
expanding transportation capacity;

{b} highway transportation Iis the major wmode for
movement of people and goods in the western states;

{c} wuniform application in the West of more adequate
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vehicle size and weight standards will result in 3 reduction
of pollutions congestions fuel consumptions and related
transportation costsy which are necessary to permit
increased productivity;

(d) a number of western statesy already having adopted
substantially the 1964 bureau of public roads recommended
vehicle size and weight standardss still find current
federal limits more restrictive;

{e) the 1974 revision of federal law (23 UeSeCs 127)
did not contain any substantial improvements for vehicle
size and weight standards in the western states and deprives
states of interstate matching money if vehicle weights and
widths are increasedy even though the interstate system is
nearly 92% complete; and

(f} the participating jurisdictions are most capabie
of developing vehicle size and weight standards most
appropriate for the regional economy and transportation
requirementssy consistent with and in recognition of
principles of highway safetye

Section 2. Purposes. The purposes of this agreement
are to:

{a) adhere to the principle that each participating
jurisdiction should have the freedom to develop wvehicle size
and weight standards that it determines to be most

appropriate to its economy and highway system;

-2
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{b)} establish a system authorizing the operation of
vehicles traveling between two or more participating
jurisdictions at more adequate size and weight standardsj

{c) promote uniformity among participating
Jjurisdictions in vehicle size and weight standards on the
basis of the objectives set forth in this agreement;

(d} secure uniformityse insofar as possibles of
administrative procedures in the enforcement of recommended
vehicle size and weight standards;

{e) provide means for the encouragement and
utilization of research that will facilitate the achievement
of the foregoing purposese with due regard for the findings
set forth in section 1 of this article.

Article 1I1. UOefinitions

Section 1« As used in this agreement:

{a) ™“designated representative® means a legislator or
other person authorized to represent the jurisdiction;

{b) ™jurisdiction™ means a state of the United States
or the District of Columbiaj

{c) “wvehicle®™ wmeans any vehicle as defined by statute
to be subject to size and weight standards that operates iIn
two or more participating jJurisdictionss

Article 1Ile General Provisions

Section 1« Qualtifications for

nembershipe

Participation in this agreement is open to jurisdictions
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that subscribe to the findingse purposess and objectives of
this agreement and will seek 1legislation necessary to
accomplish these objectivese

Section 2« Cooperatione The participating
jurisdictionsy working through their designated
representativesy shall cooperate and assist each cther in
achieving the desired goals of this agreement pursuvant to
appropriate statutory authoritye

Section 3. Effect of headingse Article and section
headings contzined herein may not be considered to governs
limity modifys or in any manner affect the scopes meaninge
or intent of the provisions of any article or section
hereofe.

Section 4« Vvehicle 1aws and requlatijonse. This
agreement does not authorize the operation of a wvehicle in
any participating jurisdiction contrary to the 1laws or
regulations thereofe

Section S5 Interpretations The final decision
regarding interpretation of qQuestions at issue relating to
this agreement shall be reached by unanimous joint action of
the participating jurisdictionsy acting through the
designated representativese Results of all such actions
shall be placed In writings

Section 6« Amendmente This agreement may be amended by

unanimous Joint action of the participating jurisdictionse

-&—
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acting through the officials <thereof authorized to enter
into this agreements subject to the requirements of section
4y ‘Article TI1le Any amendment shall be placed in writing
and become a part herecof.

Section Te Restrictionss conditionses or Tlimitationss
Any Jurisdiction entering this agreement shall provide each
other participating jurisdiction with a 1list of any
restrictions conditiony or limitation on the general terms
of this agreements if any.

Section 8. Additional jurisdictionse Additional
jurisdictions may become members of thils agreement by
signing and accepting the terms of the agreement.

Article IVe Cooperating Committee

Section 1. Pursuant to section 2y Article IIIs the
designated representatives of the part}cipating
jurisdictions shall constitute a committee that shall have
the power to:

{a) collecte correlatey analyzey and evaluate
information resulting or derivable from research and testing
activities in relation to vehicle size and weight related
natters;

{b) recommend and encourage the wundertaking of
research and testing in any aspect of vehicle size and

weight or related matter whens in their collective judgment,

appropriate or sufficient research or testing has not been

-
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undertakens

{c) recommend changes in law or pelicy with emphasis
on compatibility of laws and uniformity of adainistrative
rules that would promote effective governmental action or
coordination in the field of vehicle size and weight related
matters.

Section 2. Each participating Jurisdiction shall be
entitled to one vote only. No action of the committee shall
be binding unless a wmajority of the total number of votes
cast by participating Jurisdictions are in favor thereof.

Section 3« The committee shall meet at 1least onhce
annually and shall elects from among its memberse a
chairmany a vice-chairmans and a secretarys

Section 4« The committee shall submit annually to the
legislature of each participating jJurisdictions no later
than November ly a report setting forth the work of the
committee during the preceding year and including
recommendations developed by the committees The committee
may submit such additional reports as it considers
appropriate or desirable. Copies of all such reports shall
be made available to the transportation committee of the
western conferences council of state governmentss and to the
western association of state highway and transportation
officialse

Article V. Objectives of the

-y
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Participating Jurisdictions

Section le Objectivess The participating jurisdictions
hereby declare that:

(a) it is the ob jective of the participating
Jurisdictions to obtain more efficient and more economical
transportation by motor vehicles between and among the
participating jurisdictions by encouraging the adoption of
standards that willy as minimumse allow the operation on all
state highwayss except those determined through engineering
evaluation te be inadequatey with a single-axle weight not
in excess of 204000 poundsy a tandem—axle weight not in
excess of 349000 poundsy and a gross vehicle or combination
weight not in excess of that resulting from application of
the formula:z

W = SOO((LN/N - 1) + 12N + 35)
where W = maximum weight In pounds carried on any group of
two or computed to nearest 500 pounds;

L= distance in feet between the extremes of any

group of two or more consecutive axlesj

N = number of axles in group under consideration;

~i4b) it s “the further objective of the participating
jurisdictions that in the event the operation of a wehicle
or combination of vehicles according to the provisions of
subsection {a) of this section would result in withholding

or forfeliture of federal—-aid funds pursuant to section 127,
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Title 23y UeSe Codey the operation of such vehicle or
combination of wvehicles at axle and gross weights within the
limits set forth in subsection {a) of thlis section will be
authorized under special permit authority by each
participating jurisdiction that could 1legally issue such
peraits prior to July ke 1956y provided ail regulations and
procedures related to such issuance in effect as of July 1
19569 are adhered to;

(c) the objectives of subsections (a) and (b) of this
section relate to vehicles or combinations of vehicles in
regular operations and the aufharity of any participating
jurisdiction to issue special permits for the movement of
any vehicle or combinations of vehicles having dimensions
and/sor welights in excess of the maximum statutory limits in
each participating jurisdiction will not be affected;

{d) it is the further objective of the participating
jurisdictions to facilitate and expedite the operation of
any vehicle or combination of wehicles between and among the
participating jJurisdictions under the provisions of
subsection (2) or {b} of this sectiony and to that end the
participating jurisdictions hereby agreee through their
designated representativess to meet and cooperate in the
consideration of vehicle size and weight related matters
including but not 1limited to the development of uniform

enforcement procedures; additional vehicle size and weight
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standards; operational standards; agreements or compacts to
facilitate regional application and administration of
vehicle size and weight standards; uniform permit
procedures; uniform application forms; rules for the
operation of wvehiclesy Including equipwment reguirementsy
driver qualificationsy and operating practices; and such
other matters as may be pertinent;

(e) in recognition of the limited prospects of federal
revision of section 127y Title 23¢ UeSe Codey and in order
to protect participating jurisdictions against any
possibility of withholding or forfeiture of federal-aid
highway fundsy it Js the further objective of the
participating jurisdictions to secure congressional approval
of this agreement and specifically of the vehicle size and
weight standards set forth in subsection {a) of this
section;

(f) in recognition of desire for a degree of national
uniformity of size and weight regulationsy it is the further
objective to encourage development of broads uniform size
and weight standards on a national basis and further that
procedures adopted under this agreement be compatible with
national standards.

Article VIe. Entry intc Force and Hithdrawal
Section le This agreement shall enter into force when

enacted into law by any two or more Jurisdictionse
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Thereafters this agreement shall become effective as to any
other jurisdiction upon its enactment thereofs except as
otherwise provided in section 8¢ Article IXle

Section 2. Any participating jJurisdiction may withdraw
from this agreement by canceling the same but noe such
withdrawal shall take effect until 30 days after the
designated representative of the withdrawing jJurisdiction
has given notice in writing of the withdrawal to all other
participating jurisdictionse

Article VII. Construction and Severability

Section le This agreement shall be liberally construed
so as to effectuate the purposes thereofe

Section 2« The provisions of this agreement shall be
severable and if any phrases clausey sentencey or provision
of this agreement Iis declared to be contrary to the
constitution of any participating jurisdiction or the
applicability thereto to any governments agencys persons or
circumstance is held invalidy the validity of the remainder
of this agreement shall not be affected therebye. If this
agreement shall be held contrary to the constitution of any
jurisdiction partic}pating hereiny the agreement shall
remain in full force and effect as to the jurisdictions
affected as to all severable matterse.

Article ¥IIIe Filing of Documents

Section le A copy of this agreementy its amendments,

3 o\
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and rules promulgated thereunder and interpretations thereof
shall be filed in the highway department in each
participating jurisdiction and shall be made available for
review by interested partiese
Article IX. Existing Statutes Not Repealed

Section 1« Ald existing statutes prescribing weight
and size standards and all existing statutes relating to
special permits shall continue to be of force and effect
until amended or repealed by lawe

Article X« State Government Departments

Authorized to Cooperate With Cooperating Committee

Section 1. Within appropriations available therefory
the departmentsy agenciesy and officers of the government of
this state shall cooperate with and assist the cooperating
committee within the scope <contemplated by Article IVe
sections 1{a) and 1{b} of the agreemente The departmentss
agenciese and  officers of the government of this state are
authorized generally to cooperate with said cooperating
committee.

—-End-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT ADOPTING THE MULTISTATE

HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT.®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section l. Multistate Highway Transportation Agreement
==~ enactment and texte The Multistate Highway Transportation
Agreement is hereby enacted into 1aw and entered into with
all other jurisdictions legally joining therein in the form
substantially as follows:

MULTISTATE HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT

Pursuant to and in conformity with the laws of thelir
respective jurisdictionss the participating jurisdictionss
acting by and through their officials lawfully authorized to
execute this agreements do muetually agree as fcllows:

Articles 1. Findings and Purposes

Section 1« Findingse The participating jarisdictioﬁé
find that:

(a) the expanding regional economy depends on
expanding transportation capacity;

{b) highway transportation is the major mode for
movement of people and goods in the western states;

(c) uniform application in the West of more adeguate
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vehicle size and weight standards will result in a reduction
of pollutions congestions fuel consumptiony and related
transportation costsy which are necessary to permit
increased productivity;

{(d) a number of western statesy already having adopted
substantially the 1964 bureau of public roads recommended
vehicle size and weight standardss still find current
federal limits wmore restrictives

{e} the 1974 revision of federal law (23 UeS«Cs 127)
did not contain any substantial improvements for vehicle
size and weight standards in the western states and deprives
states of interstate matching money if vehicle weights and
widths are increaseds even though the interstate system is
nearly 92% complete; and

(f) the narticipating jurisdictions are most capable
of developing wvehicle size and weight standards most
appropriate for the regional economy and transportation
requirementss consistent with and in recognition of
principles of highway safetye

Section 2« Purposess. The purposes of this agreement
are to:

{a) adhere to the principle that eacﬁ participating
jurisdiction should have the freedom to develop vehicle size
and weight standards that it determines to be most

appropriate to its economy and highway system;

THIRD READING

HB 3/

-2~



moos W e

W e =~

10

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LC 1197701

(b) establish a system authorizing the operation of
vehicles traveling between two or more participating
jurisdictions at more adequate size and weight standardss

{c) promote uniformity among participating
jurisdictions in vehicle size and weight standards on the
basis of the objectives set forth in this agreement;

{d) secure uniformitys insofar as possiblas of
administrative procedures in the enforcement of recommended
vehicle size and weight standards;

{e) provide means for the encouragement and
utilization of research that will facilitate the achievement
of the foregoing purposess with due regard for the findings
set forth in section 1 of this article.

Article Ils Definitions

Section le As used in this agrecment:

{a)} “designated representative” means a legislator or
other person authorized to represent the jurisdictions

{b} "jurisdiction™ means a state of the United States
or the District of Columbia;

{c} *"vehicle® means any vehicle as defined by statute
to be subject tc size and weight standards that operates in
two or more participating Jurisdictionse

Article 1II. Gereral Provisions

Section 1. Qualifications for membershipe

Participation in this agreemenat is open to jurisdictions
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that subscribe to the findingse purposess and objectives of
this agreement and wil? seek Jegistation mnecessary to
accompl ish these objectives.

Section 2« Cooperation. The participating
jurisdictionsy working through their designated
representativesy shall cooperate and assist each cther in
achieving the desired goals cf this agreement purstvant to
appropriate statutory authority.

Section 3« Effect of headingse Article and section
headings contained herein may not be corsidered to governs
limity wmodifyy or in any wmanner affect the scopes meanings
or intent of the provisions of any article or section
herevfs

Section 4« Vehicle Taws and regulationse This
agreement does not authorize the operation of & vehicle in
any participating jurisdiction contrary to the laws or
regultations thereofe.

Saction 5. Interpretatione. The final decision
regarding interpretation of questions at issue relating to
this agreement shall be reached by unanimous joint action of
the participating Jurisdictionsy acting through the
designated representatives. Results of all such actions
shall be placed in writing.

Section 6. Amendmente. This agreement may be amended by

unanimous joint action of the participating jurisdictionss

-4-
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acting through the officials thereof authorized to enter
into this agreements subject to the requirements of section
4y Article 1I11e Any amendment shall be placed in writing
and become a part hereofe.

Section Te Restrictionse conditionsy or 1limitationse
Any jurisdiction entering this agreement shall provide each
other participating jurisdiction with a 1list of any
restrictions conditions or limitation on the general terms
of this agreementy if anye.

Section 8. Additional Jurisdictionse Additional
jurisdictions may become members of this agreement by
signing and accepting the terms of the agreement.

Article IVe Cooperating Committee

Section 1« Pursuant te section 2y Article IIIs the
designated representatives of the participating
jurisdictions shall constitute a2 committee that shall have
the power to:

{a} collecty correlatey analyzey and evzluate
information resulting or derivable from research and testing
activities in relation to vehicle size and weight related
matters;

(b} recommend and encourage the undertaking of
research and testing in any aspect of vehicle size and

weight or related matter wheny in their collective judgmente

appropriate or sufficient research or testing has not been
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undertaken;

(c) recommend changes in law or policy with emphasis
on compatibility of laws and uniforzity of administrative
rules that would promote effective goveramental action or
coordination in the field of vehicle size and weight related
matterse

Section 2. Each participating Jurisdiction shall be
entitled to one vote onlye No action of the committee shall
be binding unless a majority of the total number of votes
cast by participating jurisdictions are in favor thereof.

Section 3. The committes shall meet at least once
annualtly and shall elects from among its membersy a
chairmany a vice-chairman, and a secretary.

Section 4« The committee shall submit annualiy to the
legislature of each participating jurisdictiony no later
than November 1y a report setting ferth the work of the
committee during the preceding year and including
recommendations developed by the committeee The committee
may submit such additional reports as it considers
appropriate or desirablee Copies of all such reports shall
be made available to the transportation committee of the
western conferences council of state governménts, and to the
western association of state highway and transportation
officialse

Articte V. Objectives of the

- MB E&/
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Participsting Jurisdictions

Section le Objectivess The participating jurisdictions
hereby declare that:

(a) it is the objective of tha participating
Jurisdictions to obtain more efficient and more economical
transportation by motor vehicles between and among the
participating jurisdictions by =ncouraging the adoption of
standards that willy as minimumss allow the operation on all
state highwaysy except those determined through engineering
evaluation to be inadequates with a single-axle weight not
in excess of 204000 poundsey a tandem—axle weight not in
excess of 349000 poundsy and a gross vehicle or combination
weight not in excess of that resulting from application of
the formula:

W = SOO((LN/N -~ 1} + 12N + 36)

where W = maximum weight in pounds carried on any group of
two or computed to nearest 500 pounds;
L= distance in feet between the extremes of any
group of two orf more consecutive axles;
N = number of axles in group under consideration;

{(b) it 1is the further objective of the participating
jurisdictions that in the event the operation of a wehicle
or combination of vehicles according to the provisions of
subsection {(a) of this section would result in withholding

or forfeiture of federal-aid funds pursuant to section 127»
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Title 23y UeSe Codey the operation of such vehicle or
combination of vehicles at axle and gross weights within the
limits set forth in subsection (a} of this section will be
authorized under special permit authority by each
participating jurisdiction that could 1leg2lly issue such
permits prior to July ls 1956y provided all regulations and
procedures related to such issuance in effect as of July 1
1956y are adhered toj;

{c} the objectives of subsections (a) and (b) of this
section relate tc wehicles or combinations of vehicles in
regular operations and the authority of any participating
jurisdiction to issue special permits for the wmovement of
any vehicle or combinations of vehicles having dimensions
andsor weights in excess of the maximum statutory limits in
each participating jurisdiction will not be affected;

{d) it is the further objective of the participating
jurisdictions to facilitate and expedite the operation of
any vehicle or combination of vehicles between and among the
participating jurisdictions undar the provisions of
subsection (a) or (b) of this sectiony and to that end the
participating Jjurisdictions hereby agrees through their
designated representatives, to meet and cooperate in the
consideration of vehicle size and weight related matters
including but not 1limited to the development of uniform

enforcement procedures; additional vehicle size and weight
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standards; operational standards; agreements or compacts to
facilitate regional application and administration of
vehicla size and weight standards; uniform permit
procedures; uniform application Fforms; rules for the
operation of wvehiclesy Including equipment requirementsy
driver quatificationsy and operating practices; and such
other matters as may bz pertinents;

{e) in recognition of the limited prospects of federal
revision of section 127¢ Title 234 UeSe Codey and in order
to protect participating jurisdictions against any
possibility of withholding or forfeiture of federal-aid
highway fundss it is the further objective of the
participating jurisdictions to secure congressional approval
of this agreement and specifically of the vehicle size and
weight standards set forth iIn subsection (a) of this
section;

{f) in recognition of desire for a degree of national
uni formity of size and weight regulationsy it is the further
objective to encourage development of broads wuniform size
and weight standards on a national basis and further that
procadures adoptad under this agreement be compatible with
national standardse

Article V¥Ie. Entry into Force and Withdrawal
Section le This agreement shall enter into force when

enacted intec law by any two or more Jurisdictionse
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Thereaftery this agreement shall become effective as to any
other jurisdiction upon its enactment thereofsy except as
otherwise provided in section By Article IIl.

Section 2. Any participating jurisdiction may withdraw
from this agreement by canceling the same but no such
withdrawal shall take effect until 30 days after the
designated representative of the withdrawing jurisdiction
has given notice in writing of the withdrawal to all other
participating jurisdictions.

Article VII. Construction and Severability

Section 1s This agreement shall be liberally construed
so as to effectuate the purposes thereof.

Section 2« The provisions of this agreement shall be
severable and if any phrases clausey sentences or provision
of this agreement is declared to be coatrary to the
constitution of any participating jurisdictlion or the
applicability thereto to any governments agencys persons or
circumstance is held invalidy the validity of the remainder
of this agreement shall not bz affected therebye If this
agreement shall be held contrary to the constitution of any
jurisdiction participating hereiny the agreement shall
remain in full force and effect as to the‘ jurisdictions
affected as to all severable matterss

Article VIIle Filing of Documents

Section l« A copy of this agreementy its awendments,

- HE &¥l
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and rules promulgated thereunder and interpretations thereof
shall be filed in the highway department in each
participating jurisdiction and shall be made available for
review by interested partiese
Article IXe Existing Statutes Not Repealed

Section 1« All existing statutes prescribing weight
and siZze standards and all existing statutes relating to
special permits shall continue to be of force and effect
until amended or repealed by Yawe

Article X« State Government Departments

Authorized to Cooperate ¥ith Cooperating Committee

Section le Within appropriations available therefory
the departmentss agenciesy and officers of the govermment of
this state shall cooperate with and assist the cooperating
committee within the scope contemplated by Article IV¥s
sections 1(a) and 1¢(b) of the agreement.s The departmentss
agenciess and officers of the government of this state are
authorized generally to cooperate with said cooperating
committees

~End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 681
INTRODUCED BY SIVERTSENe KEYSERe MARKS s GRAHAMy

KROPP s MENAHAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *"AN ACT ADOPTING THE MULTISTATE

HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT ™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section l. Multistate Highway Transportation Agreement
-- enactment and text. The Multistate Highway Transportation
Agreement is hereby enacted into 1aw and entered into with
all other jurisdictions legally joining therein in the form
substantially as follows:

MULTISTATE HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT

Pursuant to and in conformity with the Jlaws of their
respective jurisdictionss the participating jurisdictionss
acting by and through their officials lawfully authorized to
execute this agreements do mutually agree .-as follows:

Article I. Findings and Purposes

Section le Findingse The participating jurisdictions
find that:

{a) the expanding regional ecenomy depends on
expanding transportaction capacity;

(b} highway transportation is the ®major mode for

movement of people and goods in the western states;
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{c} wuniform application in the West of more adequate
vehicle size and weight standards will result in a reduction
of pollutions congestions fuel consumptions and related
transportation COStSy which are necessary to permit
increased productivity;

{d} a number of western statess already having adopted
substantially the 1964 bureau of public roads recommended
vehicle size and weight standardss still find current
federal limits more restrictive;

{e) the 1974 revision of federal law (23 UeSeCs 127)
did not contain any substantial improvements for vehicle
size and weight standards in the western states and deprives
states of interstate matching money if vehicle weights and
widths are increaseds even though the interstate system is
nearly 92% complete; and

(f) the participating jurisdictions are most capable
of developing vehicle size and weight standards most
appropriate for the regional economy and transportation
requirements, consistent with and in recognition of
principles of highway safety.

Section 2« Purposese The purposes of this agreement
are to:

(a) adhere to the principle that each participating
Jjurisdiction should have the freedom to develop vehicle size

and weight standards that it determines to be most

—2- HB 681
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appropriate to its economy and highway system;

{b) establish a system authorizing the operation of
venicles traveling between two or more participating
jurisdictions at more adequate siZe and weight standards;

(c) promote cniformity among participating
jurisdictions in vehicle size and weight standards on the
basis of the objectives set forth in this agreement;

(d) secure uniformity, insofar as possibles of
administrative procedures in the enforcement of recommended
vehicle size and weight standards;

{e}) provide means for the encouragement and
utilization of research that will facilitate the achievement
of the foreqoing purposess with due regard for the findings
set forth in section 1 of this article.

Article I1. Definitions

Section l. As used in this agreement:

(3) "designated representative®™ means a legislator or
other person authorized to represent the jurisdiction;

(b} ®jurisdiction™ means a state of the United States
or the District of Columbia;

{c) "wvehicle® means any vehicle as defined by statute
to be subject to size and weight standards that operates in
two Or more participating jurisdictionse

Article IIl. General Provisions

Section 1. Qualifications for membershipe

~3- HB 681
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Participation in this agreement is open to jurisdictions
that subscribe to the findingse purposess and objectives of
this agreement and will seek legislation necessary to
accomplish these objectivesa

Section 2. Cooperatione The

participating

jurisdictionss working through their des ignated
representativess shall cooperate and assist each other in
achieving the desired goals of this agreement pursuant to
appropriate statutory authoritye.

Section 3. Effect of headingse. Article and section
headings contained herein may not be considered to governs
Timite modifys or in any manner affect the scopes meaninge
or intent of the provisions of any article or section
hereofe.

Section 4. Vehicle Taws and regulations. This
agreement does not authorize the operation of a vehicle in
any participating jurisdiction contrary to the ltaws or
regutations thereof.

Section 5. Interpretations The final decision
regarding interpretation of questions at issue relating to
this agreement shall be reached by unanimous joint action of
the participating jurisdictions, acting through the
designated representativese. Results of all such actions

shall be placed in writinge

Section 6. Amendment. This agreement may be amended by

—- HB 681
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unanimous joint action of the participating jurisdictionss
acting theough the officials thereof authorized to enter
into this agreements Subject to the reguirements of section
s Article [II. Any amendment shall be placed in writing
and become a part hereof.

Section T. Restrictionsy conditionss or limitations.
Any jurisdiction entering this agreement shall provide each
other participating jurisdiction with a 1list of any
restrictions conditions or limitation on the general terms
of this agreementy if anye

Section B. Additional jurisdictions. Additional
jurisdictions way become wmembers of this agreement by
signing and accepting the terms of the agreement.

Article I¥. Cooperating Committee

Section 1. Pursuant to section 2y Article 1Ils the
designated representatives of the participating
jurisdictions shall constitute a committee that shall have
the power to:

{a) collects correlates analyzers and evaluate
information resulting or derivable from research and testing
activities in relation to vehicle size and weight related
matters;

{b) recommend and encourage the wundertaking of

research and testing ia any aspect of wvehicle size and

weight or related matter whens in their collective judgmente
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appropriate or sufficient research or testing has not been
under taken;

{c) recommend changes in law or policy with emphasis
on compatibility of 1laws and uniformity of admianistrative
rules that would promote effective governmental action or
coordination in the field of vehicle size and weight related
matterse

Section 2. Each participating jurisdiction shall be
entitled to one vote onlye. No action of the committee shall
be binding unless a majority of the total number of votes
cast by participating jurisdictions are in favor thereofe.

Section 3. The committee shall meet at least once
annually and shall eigct- from among its memberss a
chairmans a vice-chairmans and a secretarye

Section 4. TVhe committee shall submit annually to the
tegislature of each participating jurisdictions no later
than November ls a report setting forth the work of the
committee dur ing the preceding year and incliuding
recommendations developed by the committees The cosmittee
may submit such additional reports as it considers
appropriate or desirable. Copies of all such reports shall
be made available to the transportation committee of the
western conferencey council of state governmentss and to the
western association of state highway and transportation

officials.

-6- HB 681
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Article V. Objectives of the
Participating Jurisdictions
Section 1. Objectives. The participating jurisdictions
hereby declare that:
ta} it is the objective of the participating
jurisdictions to obtain more efficient and more econcmical
transportation by motor vehicles between and among the
participating jurisdictions by encouraging the adoption of
standards that wills as minimumsy allow the operation on all
state highwayss except those determined through engineering
evaluation to be inadequates with a single-axle weight not
in excess of 20,000 poundss a tandem-axle weight not in
excess of 34,000 poundss and a gross vehicle or combination
weight not in excess of that resulting from application of
the formula:

W = SO0((LN/N - 1} ¢ 12N + 36)

where W = maximum weight in pounds carried on any group of
two or computed to nearest 500 pounds;
L = distance in feet between the extremes of any
group of two or more consecutive axles:
N = number of axles in group under consideration;

{b) it is the further objective of the participating
jurisdictions that in the event the operation of a wvehicle
or combination of wvehicles according to the provisions of

subsection {a) of this section would result in withholding
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or forfeiture of federal-aid funds pursuant to section 127
Title 23y UsSe C(odesy the operation of such vehicle or
combination of wvehicles at axle and gross weights within the
limits set forth in subsection (a) of this section will be
authorized under special permit authority by each
participating jurisdiction that could tlegally issue such
permits prior to July ls 1956+ provided all regulations and
procedures related to such issuance in effect as of July 1ls
1956¢ are adhered to;

(c} the objectives of subsections (@) and (b} of this
section relate to vehicles or combinations of vehicles in
reqgqular operations and the authority of any participating
jurisdiction to issue special permits for the movement of
any vehicle or combinations of wvehicles having dimensjons
and/or weights in excess of the maximum statutory limits in
each participating jurisdiction will not be affected;

{d} it is the further objective of the participating
jurisdictions to facilitate and expedite the operation of
any vehicle of combination of vehiclies between and among the
participating jurisdictions under the provisions of
subsection () or (b) of this sections and to that end the
participating jurisdictions hereby agrees through their
designated representativess to meet and cooperate in the

consideration of vehicle size and weight related matters

including but not limited to the development of uniform

—8- HB 681
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enforcement procedures; additional vehicle size and weight
standards; operational standards; agreements ar compacts to
facilitate reqional application and administration of
vehicle size and weight standards; uni form permit
procedures; wuniform application formsi rules for the
operation of vehiclesy including equipment requivements,
driver qualificationse and operating practices; and such
other matters as may be pertinent;

(2) in recognition of the limited prospects of federatl
revision of section 127y Title 23y U.5. Codes and in order
to protect participating jurisdictions against any
possibility of withhoiding or forfeiture of federal-aid
highway fundses it is the Ffurther objective of the
participating jurisdictions to secure congressional approval
of this agreement and specifically of the vehicle size and
weight standards set Fforth in subsection (a) oaof this
section;

(f} in recognition of desire for a degree of national
uniformity of size and weight regulationss it is the further
objective to encourage development of broads uniform size
and weight standards on a national basis and further that
procedures adopted under this agreement be compatible with
national standardsa.

Article VI. Entry into Force and Withdrawal

Section 1. This agreement shall enter into force when
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enacted into VJaw by any two or more jurisdictionss
Thereafters this agreement shall become effective as to any
other jurisdiction upon its enactment thereofs except as
otherwise provided in section Bs Article Ili.

Section 2. Any participating jurisdiction may withdraw
from this agreement by canceling the same but no such
withdrawal shall take effect wuntil 30 days after the
designated representative of the withdrawing jurisdiction
has given notice in writing of the withdrawal to all other
participating jurisdictionse

Article vII. Construction and Severability

Section l. This agreement shall be fiberally construed
so as to effectuate the purposes thereof.

Section 2. The provisions of this agreement shall be
severable and if any phrases clauses sentences Or provision
of this agreement is declared to be contrary to the
constitution of any participating jurisdiction or the
applicability thereto to any governments 3agencys persony or
circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the remainder
of this agreement shall not be affected thereby. If this
agreement shall be held contrary to the constitution of any
jurisdiction participating bhereins, the agreement shall
remain in full force and effect as to the jurisdictions
affected as to al) severable matterse

Article Ville Filing of Documents

-10- HB 681
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Section le A <copy of this agreements its amendments.
and rules promulgated thereunder and interpretations thereof
shalt be filed in the highway department in each
participating jurisdiction and shall be made available for
review by interested partiess

Article IXe Existing Statutes Not Repealed

Section 1. Al} existing statutes prescribing weight
and size standards and all existing statutes relating to
special permits shal) continue to be of force and effect
until amended or repealed by lawe.

Article X. State Government Departments
Authorized to Cooperate With Cooperating Committee
Section l. Within appropriations available therefors

the departmentss agenciess and officers of the government of
this state shall cooperate with and assist the cooperating
committee within the scope contemplated by Asrticle Ive
sections l{3} and 1l(b) of the agreements The departments,
agenciese oand officers of the government of this state are
authorized generally to <cooperate with said cooperating
commi tteee.

-End-
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