
House Bill 669 

In The House 

February 6, 1981 

February 18, 1981 

February 19, 1981 

February 21, 1981 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Fish and 
Game. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass as amended. 

Bill printed and placed 
on members' desks. 

Second reading do not pass. 



' " 

47th Legislature LC 2055/01 

1 __ Hou_:;~-- ~ILL I.!O. -~_9- , 

Ffff-'~-!iH.~~-%1~ 
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6 ~ATU>J)/IY CH:JSf · ?Y lH£ FISH .a•;o U' ~ Cf'l'c'~ISSF!r;; Ai'cf'o!Ol'~l>yn),,,_"'-
7 S~CTIDN 87-1-304, ~CAo" 

9 ~E IT ~~ACT~D 5Y THE LECISLATURE CF THE STAT~ OF ~UNTAVA: 

lJ Section 1. Section 87-1-304, ~CA, is affiended to read: 

11 na7-1-304. Fixing of seasons and baq and possession 

12 limits. (l) The co~mission may fix se~sonso bag limits, 

13 ooss2ssion liw.its, znd season limits; open or close, shorten 

14 or lengthen seasons on any species of ga~e, nird, fish, or 

15 fur-':lear i n9 a1•i .nal a.; defined by 87-2-101; and declare areas 

16 open to the huntinq of deero antelope, elk, moose, sheep, 

17 and ·Joat by bow and arro .. permit holder'i and oesi gnate times 

12 when only bow and arro~s may be used to hunt ceer, antelope, 

19 elk, moose, shesp, anc c.oat in those areas. 2":eoitlg_.!1s;l:,o:!i_fJ.<.[ 
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?l !:.Q.!!llill!i!ii2D-LD-ilLJ1L~.t.e:tlJ2n.L-tl.u.t_jJJ~!i!L.Qil::ming_ >l~!i-lll.l.!.!iL!ll! 

22 ~Lda:t!i~ Tt Ih:e-~omm~ may declare areas open to deer 

23 hunting where snot~uns only may b~ use~ t~ hunt or kill 

24 deer. It may declare areas open to special license holders 

~5 only and issue s~ecial 1 icenses in a limiteo number when it 
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1 determines, after proper investigation, that such a season 

2 is necessary to essure the maintenance of an adequate supply 

3 of g<:Wo! t:irds, fish, animals. or fur-bearing animals. It may 

4 declare a special season and issue special licenses when 

5 game birds or animals or fur-bearin] animals are causing 

6 dBffid~e to private property or whan written complaint of such 

7 damage has been filed with the commission by the owner of 

a that property. In determining to whom those licenses shall 
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be issued, it may, when more applications are received than 

the number of animals to be killed, award permits to those 

chosen under a drawing system. The procedures used for 

awarding the permits from the drawing system shall be 

determined by the commission. 

[?) The commission may adopt rules governing the use 

of livestock and vehicles ty archers during special archery 

se.a sons. 

[3) It may divide the state into fish anc ~ame 

districts and create fish, game, or fur-bearing animal 

districts throughout the stat€. It may declare closed season 

for huntin~, fishin~, or trapping in any of those districts 

and later may open those districts to hunting, fishing, or 

trappinq. 

(4) It F.ay declare a closed season on any species of 

g~~le, fish, qe~~ birds, or fur-bearing ani~als threatened 

with undue depletion from any cause. It ~ay close an, area 
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1 or district of any streamo public lakeo or public water or 

2 portions the~eof to hunting, tra?pin~· or fishinG for 

3 limited periods of time, when necessary to protect a 

4 recently stocked ~rea, district, water, spawnin~ w~te~s, 

5 spawn-taking waters, or spawn-t>king stations or to prevent 

6 the undue depletion of fisho game and fur-hearing animals, 

7 and game and nongame birds. It later may open the <rea or 

8 district upon consent of a majority of the property owners 

9 affected. 

10 (5) It may declare certain fishing waters closed to 

11 fishing <:·xcept by persons under 13 years of age. The purpose 

12 of this subsection is to p~ovide suitable fishing waters for 

13 the exclusive use and enjoyment of juveniles under 13 years 

14 of age, at times and in areas the commission in its 

15 discretion considers advisable and consistent with its 

16 policies relating to fishin~.· 

-End-

-3-

/ e F 



47th Legislature HB 0669/0l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

7 

8 

q 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1~ 

19 

~a 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HOUSE BILL NO. 669 

Approved by Comm. 
on Fish and Game 

INTRODUCED 3Y ANDREASON, E. SMITH, ELLISON, JENSlNt 

Jo RYAN, BURNETT, D~VLIN, BENNETT, FEDAt DAILY, 

MANUElo ROBBINS, MclANE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AIIl ACT TO REJUIRE THAT THE 

OPENIN~ DAY FOR ANY GAME ANIMAL HUNTING SEASON BE ON A 

SATUi!.DAV CHOSEN BY THE FISH AND GAME COMMISSION; AMENDING 

SECTION 87-l-304o MCAi_~~Q_f~OVlDI~~_£Q~~-QELA!ED_~ffg~!l~f 

Q~!~·" 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-1-304, ~CA, is amended to read: 

"87-1- 304. Fix in,; of seasons and bag and pos S'' ss ion 

1 imi ts. ( 1) The commission may fix seasons. bag limits. 

possession l>mits, and season limits; open or close, shorten 

or 1 engt hen seo~sons on any species of game, bird, f i sh• or 

fur-bearing animal as defined by 87-Z-101; and declare areds 

open t~ the hunting of deer, antelope, elk, moos?o she~p. 

and yoat by bow and arrow permit holders and designate tim~s 

whsn only bow and arrows may be used to hunt deer• antelope, 

elk• moose, shee~, and goat in those areas. Q2~Qi~-~~ti_[or 

J~~~-~Q!§~l-~~2~~~-~~y_Q~-~~!_QQ_Q~tes _ _Q~l~[~iQ~g __ Qt __ th~ 

££~~i2~!2~-!~_!1~_2i~f!~tl2~~-bui_lb~~£_2Q~Qi~J_e~Y2_~~~1_~~ 

~at~!1~Y~ ±~ lb~-fQ~~i~lQQ may declare areas open to deer 
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hunting ~here shotguns only may be used to hunt or kill 

2 deer. It may declare areas open to special license holders 

3 only and issue special 1 icenses in a limited nu~nber when it 

4 determines, after proper investigation, that such a season 

5 IS necessary to assure the maintenance of an adequate supply 

6 of game birds, f1sho animals, or fur-bearing animals. It may 

1 declare a spec1al season and ISSue special 1 icenses when 

8 game birds or animals or fur-bearing animals are causing 

9 aamage to pr1vate property or when written complaint of such 

10 dama·:Je has been filed with the commission by the o,.ner of 

11 that property. In determining to whom those licenses shall 

12 be issued, it may, when more applications are received than 

l3 the number of animals to be killedo award permits to those 

14 chosen under a drawing system. The procedures used for 

15 awarding the permits from the drawing system shall be 

16 determined by the commission. 

17 (2) The commission may adopt rules governing the use 

18 of livestock and vehicles by archers during special archery 

19 seasons. 

20 {3) It may divide the state into fish and game 

21 districts and create fish, game, or fur-bearing animal 

22 districts throughout the state. It may declare closed season 

23 for hunting, fishing• or trapping in any of those districts 

24 and later may open those districts to hunting, fishing, or 

zs trapping. 
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(41 It may declare a closed season on any species of 

l qame, fish, yame birds, or fur-bearing animdls thredtened 

3 with undue depletion from any cause. It may close any area 

4 or district of any stream, public lake, or public water or 

5 portions thereof to hunting, trapping, or fishing for 

6 limited periods of time, when necessary to protect a 

1 recently stocked areao district. water. spawning Wdters, 

~ spawn-taking waters, or spawn-tak•ng stations or to prevent 

9 the undue depletion of fish, game and fur-bearing animals, 

10 and game and nongame birds. It later may open the area or 

11 district upon consent of a majority of the property owners 

12 affected. 

13 ( 5) It may declare certain fishing waters closed to 

1~ fishing except by persons under 13 years of age. The purpose 

15 of this subsection is to provide suitable fishing waters for 

16 the exclusive use and enjoyment of juveniles under 13 years 

17 of ageo at times and 1n areas the commission in tts 

18 discretion constders advisable and consisttnt with 1ts 

19 policies relating to fishing.• 

lO SECT ION_l!. __ EFf.ECTIVE _OAT£~ __ TH I_L_AC!.__!L_EFf.££ fiVE 

l 1 JANJJ!~~_!2B3~ 
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