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HOUSE BILL NO• 665 Q~ ---- . -- ( 

»<Rooo<EO., j)f~~---.- •£ -·· Jl ~c%~~~ , ~f}Y.~/< , __ 
A ~AN ACT EtlTITLE~: K~. CT TO ~ 4;: SCHOOL 

DISTRICT THAT EXPERIENCtS A DECRLAS~ IN SCHOOL ENROLLMfNT 

r:ucn .G TH:C CUR:,,C;iT SCHCOL FI'SC.~L Y':.A:{ TC: Q.O::C"lV~ H'Ut<OATifJ:' 

PROG~A~ FUHCS FOR THE ENSUI~G SCHOOL YEAR BASED 0~ • 3-YEAR 

~VE~AG~ JF THE DISTRICT•$ AVERAGE NUMBER 3ELONGING; AMENOI~G 

SECTION ZD-9-311, ~CA.• 

SE IT ENACTED BY THF LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

"20-9-311. Calculation of average number belongins 

(A~3). (1) Average number belonging shall be corrputed by 

determining the total of the aggregate days of attendance by 

regularly enroll~d, full-time pupils during the current 

school fiscal y8ar plus the aqgragate d3ys of absence by 

re~ularly enrolled, full-ti~e pupils during the current 

sch~ol fiscGl yaar and by dividing such total by 1BO. 

H,;..,cver, "hen a school district has ,3p;:>rova 1 to ope rat? 12 ss 

than 180 school d3ys undar 20-9-804, such total shell be 

calculdted in accordance with the provisions of 20-9-805. 

Att~nci~nca for a part of 2 m0rninq session cr ~ p2rt cf an 

af~arnacn session ~y a pu~il shall b~ courTe~ as at~~ndance 

fer -cne-half C:ay. 1;: calculating th,a A'~e for ;.;upils enrollee 
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LC 2149/01 

in a progra~ established under 20-7-117 prior to January 1, 

1974, or pursuant to 20-7-117(1), attendance at or absence 

from a regular session of the program for at least 2 hours 

of either a marnins or an afternoon sassion will be counted 

as one-half of 3 day attend;d or absent as the case may be. 

If a variance has been gr~nted as ?rovided in 20-l-3u2, ANc 

will be computed in a mann~r prescribed by the 

superintendent of public instruction, but in no case shall 

the A~B exceed one-half for each kindergarten pupil. When 

any pupil has been absent, with or without excuse, for more 

than 10 consecutive school days, includinq 

pupil-instruction-related days, his absence after the lOth 

day of absence shall not be includ~d in the eggregat~ days 

of absence and his enrollment in the school shall not be 

considered in the calculation of the average number 

balonging until he resumes attendance at school. 

(2) If a student spends less than half his time in the 

regular program and the balance of his time in school in the 

special ~ducetion prc]ram. he sh~ll be considered a 

full-time special pupil but shall not be considered 

r~gularly enrolled for ANB purpos~s. If 2 student spends 

half or 1o1ore of his time in school in the regular program 

~~~ ti1e balance of nis tim2 in th~ sp~cial <>duc;otion 

;.•rogr '""' he si'ldll be cons i d;,red rdgul arl y enrolled for ANfO 

purpi.}S.-2Se 

I N T R 0 D U C E D 
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(3) The avera~e number b0lcnqinq ~f the rPgularly 

enrolled 9 full-time pupils for the ?ublic schools of a 

district shall be calculated individually for each school• 

except that when: 

(a) morE than one school of a district, other than a 

junior high school in an elementary district which has heen 

approved and accredited as a junior high school, is located 

within the incorporated limits of a city or town. the 

avera~e number belonging of such schools shall be based on 

the a~gregate of all the regu13rly enrolled, full-timP 

pupils attending such schools located within the 

incorporated limits of a city or town; 

(b) a junior high school which has been approved and 

accredited as a junior high school is located within the 

incorporated limits of a city cr town in which a high school 

is located, all of the regularly enrolled, full-time pupils 

of the junior high school shall be considered 35 high school 

district pupils for the purposes of calculating the average 

number belonging of the high schools located within the 

incorporated li~its of such city or to~n; 

21 (c) a middle school has besn approv~d and accr~dited. 

22 in which case pupils below the 7th grade shall be considered 

23 el~mentary school pupils for ANS purposes ~nd the 7th and 

24 8th grade pupils shall be considered high school pupils for 

25 A~B purposes; or 
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(d) a school has not been 3CCredite~ by th~ oo3r1 of 

public eaucation. the ragularly ~nrolled, full-ti70 pu~ils 

atte;-,ding tile nonaccredited school shall not be ol iqiole for 

avaraga number belonging calculation purposes, nor will an 

aver3ge number belonging for the n~~accradited school bP 

used in determinin] the foun~ation proQra~ for sue~ 

district. 

(4) When 11th cr 12th grade students are r~?Ulrirly 

enrolled on a part-time basis, high schocl~ E3Y C3lcul3t2 

the ANB to include an •aquival~nt A~B· for thos0 stu~ents. 

The method for calculating an ecuivalent A~f shall be 

determined in a manner prescribed by the superint~ndent of 

pub1 ic instruction. 

1.2.L-.JU~en the ~LiJ!.l~D.LIJI.Q~lleL2~filL:t.t.~~w:~n.t 

~2>U~~-kilJ..~atLU..li::.Q-"!~0 Cd j OQ tQ_J;~l<J:.!<llllwJL~ 

.thu_.:;.::ct i ooo j s 1 ess ~Ul!LMilLfilL.tl:uL.->ID:l£i.QU~ school 

,x~~.a._ .the curr!l:nt xear" s calClLLl.t i oo sha1 ~:tua~Q_lrtl.to 

.t~-AJ:tlL..;:.IIl.Q.U.illl_-Lr:.f.WL-.the~-~.t.£..ll..iW~-~~L~~c~~ 

Wtl.eLJII~blL!tilLfilLYuLeosu i ng !U:;bgsa_fl~~L.)!.E,C.!." 

-Fnd-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. ___ _3]9.=.81._ __ _ 

FISCAL NOTE Revised 
Fom1 BD-15 ------···--------------------------------'-----------

lr. cornplianc·~ v;ith a ·.mitten request received March 17 , 19 _JU .. , there is hereby submitted a F1scal NotP. 

for .. _ti_o_l.lS..e .. .Bill . 6.65.__ __ .t:eJ.T.i.se!imuant to 1 Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Mon tani:l Code Annotat~d (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the LegislJture upon request. 

Purpose of the Bill: To give ~id to school districts showing a decline in enrollment by 
allowing the averaging the last three years ANB and using the resultant figure for budget­
ing. 

Assumptions: 

.. 
1. Foundation program rates in HB 610 (18% and 15%). 
2. Declines in enrollment will continue the pattern set between FY80 and FY81. 
3. Any school district with an ANB loss exceeding 6% will receive a funding 

increment for the entire ANB loss. 
(This contrasts with the mechanism which would provide funding only for 
that portion of the loss in excess of 6%.) 

4. One fourth of the elementary sutdents in large districts will be funded 
at the high school foundation program rate. 

Additional Expenditures: 
Foundation Program 
State Share of Permissive 

Total required additional funds 
(General Fund) 

1982 

$5. 72M 
1.43 

$7 .15M 

1983 

$6.58M 
1.65 

$8.23M 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: 3 - d {2 - ~~ 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 336-81 

FISCAL NOTE 
Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received February 9 , 19 _Jg_, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 665 pursuant to 1Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

An act to allow a school district that experiences a decrease in school enrollment 
during the current school fiscal year to receive foundation program funds for the ensuing 
school year based on a 3-year average of the district's average number belonging (ANB). 

Assumptions 

1. Computations based on current school schedules. 

2. Average Number Belonging will drop an average of 2% in the Elementary grades and 
6% at the High School level. 

3. Increased Permissive costs will be covered by the state. 

Fiscal Impact 

Revenue: 

No impact at the state level. Because of increased state support for those 
districts with declining enrollment, some districts would require less local assistance 
for their district financing. 

Expenditure: FY 1982 FY 1983 
Estimated Estimated 

Estimated Amount Using Estimated Amount Using 
Amount Using Proposed Amount Using Proposed 

Current Average and Current Average and 

ANB and Current Estimated ANB and Current Estimated 

Schedules Schedule Increase Schedules Schedule Increase 

$166,783,000 $172,925,000 $6,953,000 $160,925,000 $166,783,000 $.5,858,000 

$5,858,000 

Estimated 
GF Expen­
diture 
Impact 

Technical Notes 

$6,953,000 

Because of time constraints, it is not feasible to 
calculate the district by district impact. Due to this 
problem, statewide averages were used to determine over­
all impacts. 

Jd~h!L 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: 2 - / LJ - i' { 
Because the new schedule amounts are not decided at 

this time, current schedule costs are used. The .schedules will increase so the number 
will be material! affected. However, the ratio between the number above should remain 
constant with the new sc e u e a ustments. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 665 

Approved by Committee 
on Education 

INTRODUCED BY MENAHAN• HARRINGTONo DAILY• DUSSAULT, 

QUILICit R. MANNINGo O'CDNNELLo MEYER, 

KEEDYo PAVLOVICH 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLE!): •AN ACT TO ALLOW A SCHOOL 

OISTRICT THAT EXPERIENCES A SIX P~CENT OR MME DECREASE IN 

SCHOOl ENROLLMENT DURING THE CURRENT SCHOOL FISCAL YEAR TO 

RECEIVE FOUNDATION PROGRAM FUNDS FOR THE ENSUING SCHOOL YEAR 

BASED ON A 3-YEAR AVERAGE OF THE OISTRICT•S AVERAGE NUMBER 

BELONGING; AMENDING SECTION 2o-9-3llo MCAj AND PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE t.EGfSLA"lURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section.\1. Section 2G-9-3lh MCAo is a.-ended to read: 

".20...,..311· Calculation of average nullber belonging 

(ANB,. llJ Average nuaber belonging shall be computed by 

deterMining the total of the aggregate days of attendance by 

regularly enrolled, fult-tiee pupils during the current 

school fiscal year plus the aggregate days of absence by 

regularly enrolled• full-ti.e pupils during the current 

school fiscal year and by dividing such total by 180. 

However, ~hen a school district has approval to operate less 

than 180 school days under 20-9-804o such total shal1 be 

calculated in accordance with the provisions of ZQ-9-805. 
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Attendance for a part of a •ol"ni nq se·ssi on 'Or • p-81rt of an 

after noon session by a pupil shall be counted as attendance 

for one-half day. In ca la~lating the ANB for pu-pi 1 s enrol t·ed 

in a progra• established under 2o-7-117 pl"ior to .January h 

1974o or pursuant to 2G-7-117(1)o attendance at or absence 

fro• a regular session of the progra• ~or at least 2 hours 

of either a 1110rn ing or an afternoon session vi ·11· be counted 

as one-half of a day attended or absent as the case •ay be. 

If a variance has been granted as provided in zo-t-302o AN8 

will be computed in a -nner prescribed by the 

superintendent of public instruction, but in no case shalt 

the ANB exceed one-half for each kindergarten pupil· When 

any pupil has been absent, with or ~ithout excuseo for ~re 

than 10 consecutive school · days, including 

pupil.-instruction-related dayso hi5 absence after the lOth 

day of absence shall not be included in the aggregate days 

of absence and his enrol-lwmt in the school ·shall• R-Ot be 

considered in the calcul-ation of the average nueer 

belonging until he resumes attendance at school. 

(2) If a student spends less than half his ti~ in the 

regular progra111 and the balance of his ti111e in school in the 

special education progra•• he shall be considered a 

fu 11·-t i me s pee i a 1 pup i 1 but sha 1l not be considered 

regularly enrolled for ANB purposes. If a student spends 

half or IDOre of his time in school in. the regular progra• 

-2- HB f>65 
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and the balance of his ti~ in the special education 

prograa, he shall be considered regularly enrolled for ANB 

purposes. 

(3) The average nuaber belonging of the regul-Jy 

emoH·ed, fuJl-t iMe pupH s for the public schools of a 

distl" ict shall be calculated i noi viduaH y fol" each school., 

except that when: 

(a) aore than one schOol of a di-Stl" ict, othel" than a 

junior high school in an el~Mentary district which has been 

approved and accredited as a junior high school, is located 

within the incorporated limits or a city or town, the 

average number belonging or such schools shan be based on 

the aggregate of all the regularly enrolled• f~ll-tiMe 

pupils atteltding such schools located Mithin. the 

inc·orporat:ed liaits or a city or tmm; 

(b) a junior hi qh school vhi ch has been appt'oved and 

accredited as a junior high school is located Mithin the 

incorporated li•its of a city Or' toMn in which a high school 

is locatedo all of the t'egularly enrolledo full-tiae pupils 

of the junior high school shall be considered as high schoof 

d·istrict pupils for the purposes of calculating the average 

nuaber belonging of the high schools located Mithin the 

inc·orporated li•its of such city or tOMni 

(cJ a •iddle school has been approved and acc..-editedo 

in which case pupi Is bel oM the 7th gr'ade shall be considered 

-3- HB 665 
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HB 0665/02 

eleaentar'y school pupils for ANB purposes and the 7th and 

8th grade pupil5 shall be considet'ed high school pupils for 

ANB put'poses; or 

(dt a school has not been accredited by the board of 

public education, the regularly enrolled, full-ti- pupils 

attending the nonacc..-edited school shall not be eligible for 

average number belonging ca·lculation purposes. no,. will an 

average number' belonging for' the nonaccredited school be 

used in determining the foundation pr'oqra• for such 

district. 

(Itt When llth Or' 12th grade students dt'e t'egulat'ly 

ewolled on a pat't-tiae basis, high schools ••'I' calcul·ate 

the AHB to include an •equivalent ANB• for' those students. 

The Method for' calculating an equivalent AN8 shall be 

determined in a aanner prescr'ibed by the superintendent of 

public instruction. 

{21_ When the average number belonging for the cur,.ent 

~!l'2!Jear t as calculated accor ding__:l'Q__!h!__Q!:Ovis ions of 

this section. is 6' less than the AN8 for the previous 

school year', the current year•s calculation ~a++ !!£ !!! 

~raged ~ith the ANB a~~n!!_fro• the t .. o pr~vious school 

~rs to deteraine the AN8 for' the en~uing school fiscal 

rear.• 

SE'CTION 2. £FFECTI'tE DATE. THIS ACT IS E!;_FECTIVE JULY 

b._!982. 

-End-

-It- HB 665 


