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47th Legislature LC 2352/01 

I rOU.§_E; ___ BILL NO. 664 

INTPnDUCEO BY jL{JJa[JitC. 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIOE ~ CHILDkEN 

~ 0~ DISSOLVED MARRIAGES GRANT PROGRAM ADMINISTERED !Y THE 

6 gEPA~TMENT Cf SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION S~~VICES A~D FU~DE0 

7 oY FILING FEES FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE; AMENDING SECTIO~ 

8 25-l-20lt MCAo" 

9 

10 ~f IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of ~ONTANA: 

11 tl~k~ Section 1. Children of dissolved 

lZ warriages grant program. There is a grant program 

13 established within the department of SOCiill and 

14 rehabilitation services for the allocation of grant money to 

1'> local programs whose activities relate directly to children 

16 of dissolved marriaGes. 

17 ~£~_Sf~IlDM£ Section 2. Account established. There is 

13 within the earmarked revenue fund 3 children of dissolved 

19 m,arria~Jes account. Money collected pursuant to 

20 Z5-l-2Jl(l)(b) shall be deposited in this 3Ccount. 

?l ~~S£~1lU~~ Section 3. Department may award qrants 

22 criteria. (1) The department of social and rehabilitation 

23 s~rvices may a~ard orants from th~ children of dissolved 

<4 ~~arr i ages earmarked revenue fund account to locally 

2:.> controlled privzte, nonprofit oroanizations. 
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(2) The following criteria shall be used by t~e 

department when awarding grants under subsection (1): 

(a) need; 

(b) project merit; 

(c) administrative design; and 

(d) efficiency of administration. 

~W-SfkllON~ Section 4o Authorized services of 

children of dissolved marriages grants program. local 

children of dissolved marriages programs may provide 

services that include but are not limited to the following: 

(1} advocacy programs that provide for the replacement 

of appropriate role models in the life of the child; 

(2) seminars that provide the child with skills 

relating to the loss of a parent through dissolution of 

marr-iaqei 

( 3) educational programs relating to children of 

dissolved marriages designed for both the community at large 

and specialized groups such as teachers and single parent 

groups. 

~~-SfkllUb* Section s. Administrative duties of the 

deoartment. Th~ department of social and rehabilitation 

services: 

(l) shall adopt rules necessary to carry out the 

purpos~s of [sections l throuqh 5]; 

(2) may soend no more than 5% of the appropriatea 
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funds for administrative c0sts of the prosram; 

(3) shall accept federal funds that ~ay be available 

for use in carrying out th~ ~revisions of [sections 1 

throuqh 5); 

(4) may use state funds as a match fer federal funds 

if required; and 

(5) may conduct research and compile statistics 

relating to children of dissolved marri3ges. 

Section 6. Section 25-1-20}, "!CA, is a!T.ended to r"'ad: 

"25-1-201. Fees of clerk of district court. (1) The 

cler~ of the district court shall collect the following 

fees: 

(a) at the commencement of each action or proceeding, 

from the plaintiff or petitioner, $20; and for filing a 

complaint in intervention, from the intervenor, $20; 

.L.b.l-~-1W: cgmmeoc~:t__gL~tLiU:1l.>UI-OL-IZL~~!ti!UI 

Lac_ dlssoJutjoo __gf marriage. fLQm _ _:the_-RlMln:tif!__g£ 

~:tl:tiQQ~__ln __ ag~Lgn__:tn__:tb~---Le~--~~~~Q-_-Uud~~ 

:iLJ.b.i~l;..tiQIL-.Llll.ilh-1~ 

t+>t.L;I;..l frorr. each defendant or respondent, en nis 

appearance, $10; 

tctLU! on the entry of judgment• from the prevailing 

party, no; 

tdti~l for preparing copies of papers on file in his 

office, 25 cents per page; 
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t,.t.Lll for eacn certificate or oath and jurat, wit., 

seal, 50 cents; 

t~t1~ for oath and jurat, with seal, 50 cents; 

t9tihl for administering oath, 25 cents; 

thtiil for taking depositions, per folio, 2G c~nts; 

t+t!jl for filing and doc~~tinQ a transcript of 

judgffient or abstract of judgment from all other courts, ~5; 

tjtikl for issuing an execution or order of sal~ on a 

foreclosure of a 1 ien, $2; 

tktill for transmission of reccrds or 

transfer of a case to another court, $5; 

t~timl for filing and entering papers 

transfer from other courts, SlO; 

tmtial for issuing a marriage license, $15; 

fi l<>s or 

recei v<>d ry 

t"t1~ on the filing of an application for informal, 

formal, or supervised probate or for the appointment of a 

personal representative or the filing of a petition for the 

appointment of a guardian or conservator, from th£ ap~licant 

or petitioner, $35r which includes the fee for filino ~will 

for probcte. 

{2) Forty percent of all fees ccllected by the clerk 

of the district court shall be deposited in and creditea to 

the general fund of the county. The remaining portion of the 

fees~-~he~__toQQ_tb£_fe2s colle~~~u~at_t~ek1iCD 

!ll.L~~ shall be remitted to the state to be deposited as 

-4-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 419 -Bl 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD-15 

In compliance with a written request received --------, 19 --·,there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for __ H_._B_._6_6_4 _______ pursuant to 'Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation: 

This proposal would provide a children of dissolved marriages 
grant program to be funded by filing fees for dissolution of marriage. 

Assumptions: 

1. Divorces will increase 250 per year from the calendar year 
1979 level of 5,100 

2. The administrative costs can be absorbed within the current 
level budget for SRS. 

Revenue and Expenditure Impact: 

FY82 FY83 

Increased Revenue $68,700 $71,700 

Increased Grant Expenditures $68,700 $71,700 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 
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f, 

l· ;:>proved by Cornrn. On Human Services 

STATEMENT uF INT~NT 

HOUSE BIll 664 

House Human Services Comnittee 

It ts the int~ntiun of the legislature that filing fees 

for the dassolution of marriages fund a grant pro~ram 

7 administ<>r"d r,y the C\.;,partment of Social anj t>.c.habilit>tion 

8 

9 

to 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

5P.rv1Ct:.'S for the benefit of the Chtldren of dissolven 

marri.-:)yes. fhis btll requires" statement of intent bt'cause 

section ~ r~quir~s the aJop~ion of admlntstrative rules. It 

• s the i nt- t-nt 0f the leyislatur~ that the rules adoptei 

ad.Jress th" allocation of grant money, th·~ critc>ri3 for 

>.jrants. .nent lone-.J in section 3. and the servic~s authorize~ 

in section 4. In additaon, the int~nt of the lnqasldture is 

15 th~t no money from federal sources be used ~ithout ruacching 

l'> mon<>t at the lvcCJl level. 

17 In adopting rules addressrng the concern~ mentlone1 

18 dbov~. •he depdrtment should consiaer: 

b [ l) .i means of determining need, project mPritt 

20 appropri atf- and adc-.~uate admintstrat ive oest~-.:;n, and J- means 

zt of Jetermin1n':J what constttutes 

22 admlnist_r-r:~~ttu-n, the Cf"tterJa in sect_aon 3 of 

23 ~IWdrdlna c;r.ints; 

ef f i c ienc y 

the bt 11 

of 

for 

24 

2S 

(2) Jny other prerequisites considered necP>S~rt 1n 

addition to th~ criteraa af sectton 3 for "'11 ocat ion of 

2 

3 

4 

<; 

6 

HP. 664 

grant money; an<J 

[3) detaa ling the approach envisioned in section 4 for 

the ro~placement ,,f C!ppropriate rC>le models. the skills 

mentton~d IIi s~ction 4r and the n~ture of the educational 

prograrus re1atin~ to children of dissolvea marriages. also 

mentionPd in s~ction 4. 

-2-
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HOUSE f·Ill NO. 66~ 

I~TRODUCED av VINCENT 

A cill FQR AN ACT E~TITLED: "A~ ACT TO PROVIn~ A CHILOPC'• 

OF ~~S~GlVEu MARRIAGES ~RANT PR~GRAM ADMINISTERED ~y THF 

DEPARTMENT ~F SOCIAL AND REHA~ILITATION SERVIC~S AND FUNDED 

BY FlllN~ FFES FOR riSSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE; AMENDI~G SECTIO~ 

25-1-2~1, MCA." 

aE IT E~ACTFD bY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE ~F MONTAN~: 

~£:!_~E:fllQ~~ 

~arr1age~ grant 

s~ction lo Children 

pr:Jgram. There is 

e~tat>l isned Within the department 

of dis>OIV20 

a 1rant proyrdm 

of soc 1 al ancl 

r~haoilitatton services for the allocation of ~rant mon~y to 

local proQrams wnose acttvities relate directly to children 

of dissolverl ma~ridqes. 

~E:~_iE:~I~~~ s~ction 2. ~ccount est3bl ished. There is 

~ithin the e~rmarked revenue fund a children of dissolve~ 

TJ1arr ta,jes account. ~-lonf! y c::J! I acted pursuant to 

2S-l-201(l)(b) shall be deposit~d tn this account. 

~~~-SE~~~~ Seltion 3. Oepdrtment way award grdnts 

critcriJ• (1) Th-2 department of soctal anj rehabilit~tion 

servic~s ~ay rl~3rj grants from th~ childrPn of d•s~olvec 

:r.arr1age::i. edrl'Pdr~~n reV'enuc fund account to ],)cally 

control led private, nonprofit or~dniLations. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lO 

l1 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

~~ 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

.:4 

L'i 

HS 06f-4/02 

{l) The following criteria shall be used by the 

ae~ar1:~nt when 

(a) need; 

awdrding grants under subsection (l): 

{D) 

(C) 

(d) 

;:~ro1ect me-rit; 

administrative design; and 

efficiency of administration. 

NE~_25I!Iu~~ Section 4. Authorized S.Pf'"VJCeS of 

children of dissolved marriages grants program. Local 

children af dissulveJ marriaqes programs may provide 

serv1c~s th~t include out are not limited to the follo>~in<:J: 

(1) advocacy programs that provide for the replacement 

of aoproprtate role models in the life of the child; 

(l) seminars that provide th~ child with skills 

rel3ting to the loss of a parent through dlssolution of 

marriag~i 

( 3) e<lUCJttOndl programs relatinq to chi loren of 

dissolved marri3yes designed for both the community at large 

and ~pecial iLed CjrOuvs such as teachers and single parent 

!roups. 

~£~-S~~Il~~~ Seccion 5. Admtnistrative duties of th~ 

<1epartment. Th<> department of social and rehabil ttation 

services: 

( l) s»all ,!do;.> t rules nec2ss~ry to carry out th~ 

purposes of ( s•:ctions 1 throu•Jh 5]; 

( 2) ~~y sp~n~ no mar~ than 5' of the appropriated 

-.?- He·' 6o4 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
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funds for administrative costs of the pro~ran; 

{3} 

for- use in 

shall accept 

carrying out 

federal funds that may be available 

the provisions of [sections 

throuqh J. }; 

(41 may use state funds as a match for federal funds 

if required; and 

(51 may conduct resea,..ch onJ campi h: stdti jtics 

relating to children of dissolved marriages. 

Section 6. 

"25 -1-201. 

clerk of the 

fees: 

Section 25-l-201, MCA, is ampnded to reau: 

Fee~ of clerk of district court. (l} The 

~istrict court shall collect the following 

(a) at the commencement of each action or nroceeJ in<J• 

from the plaintiff or petition~r, £20; dnd for f i 1 in<; a 

complaint ln intervcntl on, from tht~ inter-venor, S20; 

iQl __ Q!_!bg_£2~~~£~~1-2!~£h_e£!i2~--2r __ er~goill9 

for__~i~~Q!utiQ~ __ _gf_ __ ~rr~~-frg~--1~g __ Q~~1if!_-2L 

2£li1ion~~--~-~Q~i1~2fr__!2 ___ the __ _fgg __ _sg!!~ctg~---~~ 

sub~gcti~_llll~~~lO; 

tetl£1 from <>ach defendant or responJent, on his 

appearance, SlO; 

t~tlQl on the entry of judgment, from the prev,iling 

party. no; 

tdt~l for prepar1ng copies of papers on file in his 

office, 25 cents per page; 

-3- H,' 6&4 
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t..,ti!.l for e"!ci> certificate or oc:th and ;urat, 

seal., SO Cf.:-nts.; 

~ft.LS.l for oath ~nd jurat. w1tl1 s<'al, j'J cents; 

t~tlbl far aJministerino oath• 25 cents; 

wt th 

thtiil for taking depositions, per folio• 20 cents; 

t~tiil For fil1ng and docketing a transcript ~f 

Judgment cr dbstract of JUdgment from all other courts. $5; 

tjtlll for issuin~ dn execu£ion or orjer of s.Jle on ~ 

for~~closure of d 1 iQn., sz; 

tl<t1!1 for transmission of records or 

transfer of a case to dnother court. 55; 

t+ti!!!l for filing and entering nare-rs 

trdn5fer from other courts, £10; 

tmt~ f~r issuing a marria~e lic~nse, ~15; 

tl'lt!Ql on the filing of an application for 

files or 

receiv•.!d rjy 

informal, 

formal, or supervised probate or for the appointment of a 

personal repre•entative or the filin 3 of a petition for the 

appointment of a qu->rdLan or conser11ator, from the applicant 

or petitioner, SJ5, which includes the fee for filinJ d will 

for ;Jrobate. 

(21 Forty percent of all fees collected by the clerk 

of the •listr ict court shall be deposited in and credi tr>d to 

the general fund of the county. The remainLng portion of the 

fees~ __ Qthe[ ___ tb~the_f~~-~Q!!~~1_2~~~2~!_!2_subi~£tio~ 

1!1121~ ~hall oe rem1tteo to the state to be 1eposite1 as 

-4- H'< 664 
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1 provided •n 19-5-404. fh~ __ r.£!!@.!.!! i noj _ _Qo~t io]J_!lf_!he_f.~es 

z ~Q!!ect~g_eY~Qnt_!Q_~~bse~!iQ!!_ill!Ql_shQ!l_Q~_r~~itt~Q-12 

3 !he_~Q!~!£_he_Q~£1i!~~21_2£QYi2~2-i!!_L1~~tig~j~" 

-End-
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It 
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6 

7 

8 

STATE"ENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BILL 664 

House Hu.an Services Co .. ittee 

It is the intention of the legislature that filing fees 

for the dissolution of aarriages fund a grant progra• 

adm.ini stered by the Oepart•ent. of Social and Rehabi I itation 

Services for the benefit of the children of <lissolved 

9 11arriages. This bi 11· requires a state-nt of intent because 

10 section 5 requires the adoption of administrative rules. It 

11 is the intent of the legislature that the rules adopted 

12 address the allocation of gf"ant 110ney• the crit.aria for 

13 grants n~entianed in section 3, and the services authori'Zed 

14 in section lt. In addition, the intent of the 1eqis1ature is 

15 that no 111oney fro• federal sources be used without matching 

16 aoney at the local level. 

17 In adopting rules addressin<J the concerns lllentioned 

18 above. the department should consider: 

19 (l) a means of determining need, project merito 

20 appropriate and adequate administrative design, and a •eans 

21 of determining what const.i tutes eff i c Ieney of 

22 adlllinistrationo the criteria in section 3 of the bill for 

23 

24 

25 

awarding grants; 

(2) any other prerequisites 

addition to the criteria of section 

considered necessary in 

3 for allocation of 

1 

2 

3 

.. 
5 

6 

HB 664 

grant .aney; and 

(3) detailing the approach envisioned -in sectiGn 4 for 

the replace-.t of appropria:te role 111odelso the ski1-1s 

mentioned in section 4• and the nature of the educational 

programs relating to children of dissolved -arria:gesw also 

eentioned in section lt. 

-2-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 664 

INTRODUCED BY YINCENT 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE A CHILDREN 

OF DISSQLYEO MARRIAGES GRANT PROGRAM ADMINISTERED 8Y THE 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND REHABILITATION SERVICES AND FUNDED 

BY fiLING FEES FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE; AMENDING SECTION 

25-l-201o MCAe" 

8E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTAHA: 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Children of dissolved 

~ar~iages g~ant p~og~a•• 

established within the 

The~e iS 

department 

a g~ant p~~ra• 

of social and 

rehabilitation services fo~ the allocation of grant money to 

local p~ograms whose activities relate directl, to children 

of dissolved aarriages. 

NEW~TION. Section 2. Account established. The~e is 

within the earmarked ~evenue fund a children of dissolved 

marriages account. Money co11e·cted pursuant to 

25-l-201(1)(b) shall be deposited in this account. 

NEW SECTION~ Section 3. Department may award grants 

crite~ia. (1) The departeent of social and rehabilitation 

services aay award grants fro. the children of dissolved 

marriages ea~•arked revenue fund account to locally 

controlled private. nonprofit organizations. 
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(2) The following crite~ia shall be used by the 

departaent when awarding g~ant~ unde~ subsection (1): 

(a) need; 

(b) project meTit; 

(c) ad•inist~ative design; and 

fd) efficiency of adainistration. 

NEW2llTION. Section lt. Autho~ized 

grants 

se~wices 

progra.. 

of 

Local children 

child~en 

of 

of 

dissolved marriages 

dissolved aarriages progra•s 

services that include but a~e not limited to the 

•ay p~ovide 

fall-ing: 

( 11 advocacy progra•s that ·provide for· tile replace-nt 

of appropriate role models in the life of the child; 

(2) se•inars that provide the c~ild with skills 

relating to the loss of a parent through dissolution of 

:aarriage; 

(3) educational p~ogra.s relating to children of 

dissolved marriages designed for both the co.-unity at la~ge 

and specialized groups such as teachers and single parent 

yroups. 

NEW_lE~l!QN• Section s. Administrative duties of the 

department. The department of social and rehabilitation 

services: 

(1) shall adopt rules necessary to carry out tbe 

purposes of [sections 1 through 5]; 

(2) may spend no •ore than 5~ of the approp~iated 

-2- HS 661t 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 



2 

3 

.. 
5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

HB Oo61t/03 

funds for adMinistrative costs of the program; 

{3) ~~eH ,!!!! accept feder01l funds that aay be 

available for use in carrying out the provisions of 

[sections 1 through 5 H 

(It) eay use state funds as a Match for federal funds 

if required; and 

(5) .ay conduct research and COMpile ste~ti s tics 

relating to children of dissolved .arriages. 

Section 6• Section Z5-l-20lo HCA, is amended to read: 

•z5-1-201. Fees of clerk of district court• (l) The 

clerk of the distri<t court shall collect the following 

fees: 

(a) at the commencement of each action or proceeding. 

from the plaintiff or petitioner, 520; and for filing a 

co•pJaint in intervention. fro• the intervenor, S20; 

fbi at the commencement of each action or proce~ding 

for dissolution 

petition!t£.1_ in 

of earr iag!!. 

addition to the 

subsection (lJ{alr 520; 

fro•-­th~Rlaintiff or 

fe~ collected ~nder 

~lSl fro• each defendent or respondent, on his 

appearance, SlQ; 

tetl4! on the entry of judg~nto fro• the prevaili~9 

23 partyo SIO; 

24 tet.i!U~ for _p..reparl,•~ copies of papers on file in his 

25 - -office, 25 cents per page; 

-3- HB t.64 
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tetl!l for each certificate or oath and jurato with 

seat. 50 cents; 

t~t19l for oath and jurato with sealo 50 cents; 

t~l!!l 

~l.il 

t+till 

for adMinistering oatho 25 cents; 

for taking ·depositions, per folio, 20 cents; 

for filing and docketing a transcript of 

judgment or abstract of judgment fro• all other courts• 15; 

fjt~ for i~suing an execution or order of sale on a 

foreclosure of a lien, sz; 

tktlll for transmission of records or 

transfer of a case to another court• 55; 

files or 

t+t~ for filing and entering papers received by 

transfer from other courtso 510; 

t-t1!U for issuing a 11arriaqe ·J icenseo ·ns; 

tftt121 on the filing of an application for informal~ 

formal, or supervised probate or for the appoint-At of a 

personal representative or the filing of a petition for the 

appointeent of a guardian or conservator. from the applicant 

or petitioner. 135, ~hich includes the fee for filing a ~ill 

for probate. 

(2) Forty percent of all fees collected by the clerk 

of the district court shall be deposited in and credited to 

the general fund of the county. The reaaining portion of the 

fees.L-.-21,_f1U than the fees coH.!£!:.!5L.J!yr~uant to subsection 

ClJ(bh shall be remitted to the state to be deposited as 
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1 provided in 19-5-404. The remaini-ng portion of the fees 

2 collected pursuant to subSe£!lgn_fJ~~sha1!_g~ reeitted to 

3 the state to be deposited as provided in (&ection Zl•" 

-End-
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