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Introduced and referred to 
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pass as amended. Report 
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Statement of intent attached. 
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IN Tllf~ SF.NATE 
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Committee recommend bill bo 
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Report adopted. 

seco~ reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as amended. Ayes, 48; Noes, o. 
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'!tlird reading, .~unendments 
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Noes, 7. Sent to enrolling. 
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school buses which are not inconsistent with: 

(i) motor vehicle laws; 
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(ii) minimum standards adopted for school bus operation 
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by the national commission on safety educotion; 

(iii) highway safety standards; and 

(iv) the transportation provisions of this title; 

(y) prescribe standards for the measure~ent of thP 

e child seating capacity of school buses, to be known as the 

9 "rated capacity•. 
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trt.(~ Toe board of public education shall prescri~e 

any other policy necessary for the proper aaministration and 

operation of individual transportation pro~raffis th~t •re not 

inconsistent with the transportztion provisions of thi3 

title.• 
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47th legislature 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE Bill 662 

House Education Committee 

HB 662 

2 

3 

4 

5 A statement of intent is required for House Bill 662 

6 because section 1 delegates rulemaking power to the Board of 

1 Public Education. 

B The Soard of Public Education is to promulgate rules 

9 prescribing minimum standards for four-wheel drive vehicles 

10 that are used as school buses. These standards are to relate 

11 to safety considerations and equipment requirements to 

12 insure that four-wheel drive vehicles used as school buses 

13 pr~vide safe transportation for student transportees. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 662 

INTRODUCED BY BURNETT 

Approved bv Committee 
on Education 

A BILL FOR AN ACT E~TITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW THE TRUSTEES 

OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO USE A FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE FOR 

TRANSPDR TA TI ON UNDER CERTAIN CONO IT IONS; PRO\/ ID lNG THAT THE 

30ARO OF PUBLIC EDUCATION ~AY GRANT PERMISSION FOR USE OF 

SUCH A VEHICLE; AND PROVIDING FOR A REIMBURSEMENT RATE; 

AMENDING SECTION 20-!0-lllt MCAo 0 

BE IT ENACTED oY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE uF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-lllo MCA, is amended to read: 

"2~-10-111. Duties of board of public education. {1) 

The board of public education, by and with the advice of the 

Montana division of motor vehicles and the superintendent of 

public instruction, shall adopt and enforce policies, not 

inconststent with the motor vehicle laws, to provide uniform 

standards and regulations for the design. construction, and 

operation of school buses an the state of Montana. Such 

policies shall: 

(a) prescribe manimum standards for the design and 

construction of school buses not inconsistent with: 

(i) minimum standards adopted by the national 

commission on safety education; or 

(ii) minimum standards adopted by the national hiqhway 
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HS 0662/02 

safety bureau; 

{bt prescribe standards and specifications for the 

lighting equipment and special warning devices to be carried 

by school buses in confor•ity with: 

( i) cur rent specifications approved by the society of 

automobile engineers; 

(ii) motor vehicle laws; and 

{iii) the requirement that all school buses shall have 

an alternately flashing prewarning lighting system of four 

amber signal lamps to be used while preparing to stop and an 

alternately flashing warning lighting system of four red 

signdl lamps to be used while stopped in accordance with 

bl-9-~02; 

(c) establish any other drtver qualifications that may 

be deemed necessary in addition to the qudlifications 

required in 2Q-10-103; 

(d) prescribe criteria for the establishment of 

transportation service areas for school bus purposes by the 

county transportation committee which shall allow for the 

establtshment ~f such ~reas without regard to the district 

bounaary lines within the county; 

(e) prescribe any other criteria for the determination 

of the residence of a pupil that may be deemed necessary in 

addition to th~ criteria established in 20-10-105; 

(f) prescribe any other policies for the operation of 
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school buses which a~e not inconsistent with: 

(il motor vehicle laws; 

Iii) minimum standards adopted for school bus ope~ation 

by the national com~ission on safety education; 

(iii) highway safety standards; and 

(iv) the transpo~tation provisions of this title; 

(g) prescribe standards for the measu~ement of the 

child seating capacity of school buses, to be known as the 

•rated capacity•. 
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16 PUBLIC EiJUCA!HlN if+ 
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25 1Jl __ ~~~~.l!~--!~~-~£2-2f-PYE!i£_education grants the 
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trt~~ The board of public education shall prescriJe 

any other policy necessary for the proper administration and 

operation of individual transportation p~ograms that are not 

inconsistent with the transpo~tation p~ovisions of this 

title." 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 662 

INTRODUCED BY BURNETT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW THE TRUSTEES 

OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO USE A FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE FOR 

TRANSPORTATION UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS; PROVIDING THAT THE 

BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION MAY GRANT PERMISSION FOR USE OF 

SUCH A VEHICLE; AND PROVIDING FOR A REIMBURSEMENT RATE; 

AMENDING SECTION 20-lQ-lllo MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-lllo MCAo is amended to ~ead: 

"20-10-lllo Duties of boa~d of public education. (1) 

The board of public education, by and with the advice of the 

Montana division of motor vehicles and the supe~intendent of 

public instruction, shall adopt and enfo~ce policies, not 

inconsistent with the ~oto~ vehicle laws, to provide uniform 

stanja~ds and regulations fo~ the designo const~uctiono and 

operation of school buses in the state of Montana. Such 

policies shall: 

(a) prescribe minimum standa~ds for the design and 

construction of school buses not inconsistent with: 

(i) minimum standards adopted by the national 

commission on safety education; or 

(ii} minimum standards adopted by the national highway 
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HB 0662/02 

safety bureau; 

(b) prescribe standards and specifications for the 

lighting equip~nt and special warning devices to be carried 

by school buses in conformity with: 

(i) current specifications approved by the society of 

autoMObile engineers; 

(ii) motor vehicle laws; and 

(iii} the ~equireMent that all school buses shall have 

an alte~nately flashing prewarning lighting system of four 

amber signal lamps to be used while preparing to stop and an 

alternately flashing warning lighting system of four red 

signal lamps to be used while stopped in accordance with 

61-9-402; 

tc) establish any other driver qualifications that aay 

be deemed necessary in addition to the qualifications 

required in ZD-10-103; 

(d) prescribe criteria for the establishment of 

transportation service areas for school bus purposes by the 

county transportation co-.ittee which shall allow for the 

establishment of such areas without regard to the district 

boundary lines within the county; 

(e) prescribe any other criteria for the determination 

of the residence of a pupil that may be deemed necessary in 

addition to the criteria established in 20-10-105; 

(f) p~esc~ib~ any other policies for the operation of 
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school buses which are not inconsistent with: 

(i) •otor vehicle laws; 

(ii) minimum standards adopted for school bus operation 

by the national co.-ission on safety education; 

(iii) highway safety standards; and 

(ivl the transportation provisions of this title; 

(gl prescribe standards for the measurement of the 

child seating capacity of school buses. to be known as the 

•rated capacity". 

~-_!~~2ard gf_Qublic education ~9L~nt per•iision 
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trui.tees of a district per•issiO!L!2-Y.l!~~2!!!:=~-S!~ 

vehicle __ y!!der _ _!!!!l:_provisionL_!!L-l....Y!!section C2h the 

r.&!!!bursellent to the district~!!!!!L..~~l..~ the 

2!!=i£hed!:!.l!L~!U!L£!L..~~__nu~!h 

t~t~ The board of public education shall prescribe 

any other policy necessary for the proper administration and 

operation of individual transportation programs that are not 

inconsistent with the transportation provisions of this 

title." 

-End-
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47th Legis 1 ature H8 662 

STATEMENT OF I"TENT 

2 HOUSE BILL 662 

3 House Education Co .. ittee 

4 

5 A statement of intent is required for House Bill 662 

6 because section 1 delegates rule•aking power to the Board of 

7 Public Education. 

8 The Board of Public Education is to promulgate rules 

9 prescribing minimu• standards for four-wheel drive venicles 

10 that are used as school buses. These standards are to relate 

11 to safety considerations and equip-nt require-nts to 

12 insure that four-wheel drive vehicles used as school buses 

13 provide safe transportation for student transportees. 

Please insert in H B 662 
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STATEMENT Of INTENT 
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House Education Co .. ittee 

HB 662 

1 
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4 

5 A statement of intent is required for House Bill 662 

6 because section 1 delegates rule.a«ing power to the Soard of 

7 Public Education. 

8 The Soard of Public Education is to promulgate rules 

q prescribing •iniaum standards for four-wheel drive vehicles 

10 that are used as school buses. These standards are to relate 

11 to safety considerations and equipeent require~nts to 

12 insure that four-wheel drive vehicles used as school buses 

13 provide safe transportation for student transportees. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 662 

INTRODUCED BY BURNETT 

A tilll FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "A'I ACT TO ALLCW THE TRUSTEES 

OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT TO USE A FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE FOR 

TRANSPORTATION UNDER CERT~IN CONDITIONS; PROVIDING THAT THE 

BOARD Gf PUBLIC ECUCATION ~AY GRANT PERMISSION FOR USE OF 

SUCH A VEHICLE; AND PROVIDING FOR A REI~BURSEMENT RATE; 

AMENDING SECTIJN 20-10-111, MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED ay TH~ LEGISLATURE OF THE STAT~ JF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-lllt MCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-10-111. ~uti~s of board of public educatton. (l) 

The board of public education. by and with the advice of the 

Montana divisivn of motor vehicles and the superintendent of 

public tnstruction, shall adopt and enforce policies, not 

tnconsistent with the motor vehicle laws. to provide unifor~ 

standard~ and re~ulat1ons for the aesign• construction, and 

operatton of school ouses in the state of Montana. Such 

~olici~s shall: 

(d) prescrtbe mtntmum standards for the design and 

construction of school buses not inconsistent with: 

(1) minimum standards adopted by the national 

ccmm1ssion on s~fety education; or 

(I i) minimum standards adopt~d by the national hi~hw~y 

2 

3 

4 

., 
b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

l& 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

H3 0662/03 

safety bureau; 

(b) prescribe standards and specifications for the 

1 ighting equipment and special warning devices to be carried 

by school buses in conformity with: 

(l) current specifications approved by the society of 

auto.noo i 1 e engineers; 

{ii) motor vehicle laws; and 

( i i 1) the requirement that all school buses shall have 

an alternately flash1ng prewarning ltghting system of four 

amber signal lamps to De used while preparin•J to stop and an 

alternately flash1ng warning lighting system of four red 

signal I amps to be used wh i 1 e stopped t n accordance with 

61-9-402; 

{c) establish any other driver qualifications that may 

be deemed necessary in addition to the qualific~tions 

requ1~ed in 20-10-103; 

(d) prescribe criteria for the establishment of 

transportatton service areas for school bus purposes by the 

county transportation committee which shall allow for th~ 

establishment of such areas without regard to the district 

bounuary I tnes Within the county; 

(e) prescr1be any other criterta for t~e determination 

of the residence of a pupi 1 that may oe deemed necessary in 

addition to the cr1teria established in 20-10-105; 

(f) prescribe any other policies for the operation of 
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school buses which are not inconsistent with: 

{a) motor vehicle laws; 

HB 0662/03 

{ii) minimum standards adopted for school bus operation 

by the national commission on safety education; 

(iii) highway safety standards; and 

(iv) the transportation provisions of this title; 

(g) prescrabe standards for the measurement of the 

child seating capacity of school buses. to be known as the 

•rated capacity•. 
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March 24, 1981 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Education and Cultural Resources) 

That House Bill No. 662 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 3, line 21. 
Strike: "daily" 
Insert: "per trip" 


