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HOUSE BILL NC. 655
INTRADUCED BY f)éy il S .

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN  ACT TO INCREASE THE
REIMBURSEMENT RATE FOR SCHOOL BUS ANDG IMDIVIOUAL AND
ISOLATED TRANSPORTATICN C3S5TS; AMENDING SHCTIONS 20~-10-141

AND 20-10~1429 MCA."™

3E IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 20-10-141y MCAy is amended to read:
"20-10-141« Schedule of maximum reimbursement by bus
mileage ratese (1} The following bus mileage rates for
school bus transportation constitute the maxinum
reimbursement to districts for school bus transportation
from state and county sources of transportation revenue
under the provisions of 20-10-145% and 20-17-145%. Thaese rates
shall not limit the amount which a district wmay budget in
Its +transportation fund budget in order to provide for the
2stimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation
during the ensuing schocl fiscal yeare Any vehicles the
cperation of which is reimbursed under the rate provisions
of this schaduley shall be a school buss as defined by this
titlay driven by a qualified drivar on & bus route 2ppreved
by the county transportation committee and the

suserintandent of public instructions
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{2} The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined
in accordance with the following schedule when the bus is
used for transportation of eligible transporteas:

{a) 50 IQ cents in fiscal 9886 1982 and 55 35 cents in
fiscal 3981 1383 and each year thereafter per bus mile for a
school bus with 2 rated capacity of not Tess than 12 but not
more than 50 childreni and

(b} when the rated capacity is more than 50 childreny
an additional 2 cents per bus mile for each additional child
in the rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added to a
base rate of 58 10 cents in fiscal #5868 1982 and 55 B5 cents
in fiscal 3981 1983 and each year thereafter per bus miles

{3) The rated capacity shall be the number of riding
positions o©of a school bus as determined under the policy
adopted by the board of public educaticne™

Section 2. Section 20-10-142+ MCAs is amended to read:

"20-10-142. Schedule of maximum reimbursement for
individual transportatione The following rates for
individual transportation constitute the maximum
reimbursament tc districts for individual transportation
from state and county sources of transportation revenue
under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. These rates
z21sc shall constitute the limitation of the budgeted amounts
for individual transportation for the ensuing school fiscal

yeare The schedules provided in this secticn shall not be

INTRODUCED BILL

HE ¢55



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LC 0950701

alterad by any authority other than the legislature of the
state of Montana. Khen the trustees contract with the parent
or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide
individual transportation for each day of school attendances
they shall reimburse the parent or cuardian on the bssis of
the following schedules

{1) Whaen a parent or guardian transports an eligible
transportee or transportees from the residence of the parent
or guardian teo a school or to schools located within 3 nmiles
of one anothers the total reigbursement per day of
attendance shall be determined by multiplying the distance
in miles between the residence and the schools or the most
distant school if more than oney by 2y subtracting 6 miles
from the product so obtaineds and multiplying the difference
by 18 20 cents provided that:

{a)y if two or more eligible +transportees are
transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools
located within 3 miles of one anotha2r and if such schools
are operated by different school districtse the total amount
of the reimbursement shall be divided egually between the
districts;

(b) if two or more eliqible transportees are
transported by a parent or guardian to two or wmore schools
located more than 3 miltes from one anothers the parent or

guardian shall b= separately reimbursed for transporting the
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eligible transportee or transportees to each schoel;

{c) if a parent +transports two or mare eligitle
transportees to a school and a bus stop which school and bus
stop are located within 3 miles of one anothersy the total
reimbursement shall be determined under the provisions of
this subsection and shall be divided equally btetwesen the
Jistrict cperating the school and the district operating the
bus;

{d) if a parent transporting two or ore eligibla
transportees te a schoel or bus stop wmusty because of
varying arrival and departure timesy wmaks wmore than one
round-trip journey to the bus stop or schools the total
rzimbursement allowed by this section shall be limited to
one round trig per day for each scheduled arrival or
departure time;

{e} notwithstanding subsection (l)(c)s {1}(b)s {1l)(cC)e
or (1}{d)+ no reimbursement may be less than 25 cents a daye

(2} when the parent or guardian transports an eligiktle
transportee or transportees from the residence to 2 bus <tnn
of a bus route opproved by the trustees for the
transportation of the transportee or transporteess the total
reimbursement per day of attendance shall be determined by
sultiplying the distance in mites between the residence and
the bus stop by 2, subtracting 3 miles from the product so

cbtaineds and multiplying the difference by 38 20 cents

-l'_
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provided that:

(a) if the eligible transportees transported attend
schools in different districts but ride on one busy the
districts shall divide the total reiazbursement equally; and

{b) if the parent or guardian is required to transport
the eligiblie transpcrtees to more than one bDuse the parent
or gquardian shall be separately reimbursed for
transpertation to each buses

{3) MKWherey due to excessive distancess impassable
roadse or other special circumstances of isolation the rates
prescribed in subsection {1} or (2} would be an inadequate
reimbursement for the transportation costs or would result
in a physical bhardship for the eligible transpertees his
parent or guardian may request an increase in the
reimbursement ratees Such a request for increased rates due
tc isolaticn shall be made by the parent or gquardian on the
contract for individual transportation for the ensuing
school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and
circumstances which exist to justify the increase. Beforz
any increase rate due to {scolation can be paid to the
requesting parent or guardiany such rate must be approved by
the county transportation committee and the superintendent
of public instruction after the trustees have indicated
their approval or disapprovale Regardiess of the action of

the trustees and when approval is given by the county
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transportation committee and the superintendent of public
instructicny the trustees shall pay such increased rate due
tc isolations The increased rate shall be } 172 times the
rate prescribed in subsection (1) abovee

(4) When the isolated conditions of the household
where an eligible transportee resides require such eligible
transportee to live away from the household in order to
attend schoolsy he shall be eligibte for the room and board
reimbursements Approval to receive the room and board
reimbursemant shall be obtained in the same manner
prescribed in subsection (3) above. The per diem rate for
room and board shall be %4 $5 for one eligible transportee
and $2 $3 for each additional eligible transportee of the
same households

{5) When the individual transportation provision is to
be satisfied by supervised home study or supervised
corraspondence studys the rezimburszment rate shall be the
cost of such studye provided that the course of instruction
is approved by the trustees and supervised by the districte®

-End-



STATE OF MONTANA
* ' REQUEST NO. __408-81
FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15

. In compliance with a written request received . February 18 19

, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
. for . House Bill 655 pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

Description of Proposed Legislation ‘ s

. A proposal to increase the pupil transportation reimbursement rate. This would lower
local property tax an amount equivalent to the state increasé in reimbursement.

Assumptions

1. The number of miles buses travel will increase 7.1% each year of the biennium.

Py Based on this, buses will travel 98,883 miles per day in FY 1982 and 105,904 miles
per day in FY 1983.

2, Buses will operate for 180 school days.

3. Individual and isolated contracts number 2,505 and will remain constant.

4. These contracts represent a total distance of 22,711.9 miles from school.

Expenditure Impact

x
The pupil transportation requires a General Fund appropriation. The expenditures
will show the amount needed to be appropriated under present law and under the proposed
law,
FY 1982 FY 1983
¥ Under Under Under Under
» Present Proposed Increase Present Proposed Increase
Law Law (Decrease) Law Law (Decrease)

Trans. Approp. $4,417,655 §5,435,880 $1,018,225 $4,649,347 $6,683,898 $2,034,551

Increase in

' Found. Prog. 1,990,514 2,533,383 542,869 © 2,131,848 3,294;673 1,162,825
. Appropriation
Totals $6,408,169 $7,969,263 $1,561,094 $6,781,195 $9,978,571 $3,197,376

The General Fund requirement to fund these increases in reimbursement rates will amount

* to an increse of $4,758,470 over the biennium,

i,
BUDGET DIRECTOR

Office of Budget and Prog am Planmng
Date: 2’ 2 J
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Approved by Comm.
on Approprilations

Rereferred

HOUSE BILL NO. 655

INTRODUCED BY Re ANDERSON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO 1INCREASE THE
REIMBURSEMENTY RATE FOR SCHODL BUS AND INDIVIDUAL AND
ISOLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-141

AND 20-10-142+ MCA."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 20-10-141ls MCAs+ is amended to read:
*20-10-14l« Schegule of waximum reimbursement by bus

mileage ratese (1) The following bus mileage rates For

school bus transportation consti tute the maximum
reimbursement to districts for school bus transportation
from state and county sources of transportation revenue
under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. These rates
shalt not limit the amount which a district may budget in
its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the
estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation
during the ensuing school fiscal vyear. Any vehicles the
operation of which is reimbursed under the rate provisions
of this scheduley shall be a school busy as defined by this
titles driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved
by the county transportation' commi ttee and the

superintendent of public instruction.
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{2) The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined
in accordance with the foliowing schedule when the bus is
used for transportation of eligible transportees:

(a) %8 #€& 60 cents in fiscal 4980 1982 and 5% 85 65

cents in fiscal 198% 1983 and each year thereafter per bus
wmile for a3 school bus with a rated capacity of not less than
12 but not more than 50 children; and

(b} when the rated capacity is more than S0 childrens
an additional 2 cents per bus mile for each additional child

in the rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added to

w

base rate of 56 38 60 cents in Ffiscal %986 1982 and 55 85 65
cents in Fiscal 1981 1983 and each year thereafter per bus
mile.

{3} The rated capacity shall be the number of riding
positions of a school bus as determined under the policy
adopted by the board of public education.”

Section 2. Section 20-10-142y MCA+ is amended to read:

"20-10-142« Schedule of waximum reimbursement for
individual transportation. The following rates for
individual transportation constitute the MAX | MUR
reimbursement to districts for individual transportation
from state and county sources of transportation revenue
under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146+ These rates

also shall constitute the limitation of the budgeted amounts

for individual transportation for the ensuing school fiscal

-2~ HB 655
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year. The schedules provided in this section shall not be
altered by any authority other than the legislature of the
state of Montanae. When the trustees contract with the parent
or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide
individual transportation for each day of school attendances
they shall reimburse the parent or guardian on the basis of
the following schedule:

{1} wWhen a parent or guardian transports an eligible
transportee or transportees from the residence of the parent
or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 miles
of one anothers the total reimbursement per day of
attendance shall be determined by multiplying the dJdistance
in miles between the residence and the schools or the most
distant school if more than ones by 2+ subtracting & miles
from the product so obtaineds and multipiying the difference
by 8 20 cents provided that:

{a) if two or more eligible transportees are
transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools
located within 3 miles of one another and if such schools
are operated by different school districtsy the total amount
of the reimbursement shall be divided equally between the
districts;

{b) if two or more eligible transportees are

transported by a parent or gquardian to two or more schools

located more than 3 miles from one anothers the parent or

-3~ HB &55
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guwardian shall be separately reimbursed for transporting the
eligible transportee or transportees to each school;

(c) if 3 parent transports two or w@more eligible
transportees to a school and a bus stop which school and bus
stop are 1located within 3 miles of one anothers the total
reimbursement shall be determined under the provisions of
this subsection and shall be divided equaliy between the
district operating the school and the district operating the
bus;

{(d) if a parent transporting two or more eligible
transportees to a school or bus stop musts because of
varying arrival and departure times,; make more than one
round-trip journey to the bus stop or schoole the total
reimbursewment allowed by this section shall be limited to
one round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or
departure time;

{e} notwithstanding subsection (1)(a}s (1)(b)s {1){C)>»
or {(1)(d)s no reimbursement may be less than 25 cents a day.

(2) #wWhen the parent or guardian transports an eligible
transportee or transportees from the residence to a bus stop
of a bus route approved by the trustees for the
transportation of the transportee or transporteess the tota?
reimbursement per day of attendance shall be determined by
multiplying the distance in miles between the residence and

the bus stop by 2+ subtracting 3 miles from the product so

- HB 655
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obtaineds and multiplying the difference by 18 20 cents
provided that:

{a) if the eligible transportees transported attend
school's in different districts but ride on one buse the
districts shall divide the total! reimbursement equally; and

{(b) if the parent or guardian is required to transport
the eligible transportees to more &han one busy the parent
or guardian shall be separately reimbursed for
transportation to each bus.

{3) Wherey due to excessive distancesy impassable
roadsy or other special circumstances of isolation the rates
prescribed in subsection (1) or {2} would be an inadequate
reimbursement for the transportation costs or would result
in a physical hardship for the eligible transportees his
parent or guardian may request an increase in the
reimbursement rateas Such a request for increased rates due
to isolation shall be made by the parent or guardian on the
contract for individual transportation for the ensuing
school fiscal year by indicating the special Facts and
circumstances which exist to justify the increase. Jdefore
any increase rate due to isclation can be paid to the
requesting parent or guardians such rate must be approved by
the county transportation committee and the superintendent
of public instruction after the trustees have indicated

their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action of

-5 HB 655
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the trustees and when approval is given by the county
transportation committee and the superintendent of public
instructions the trustees shall pay such increased rate due
to isolations The increased rate shall be 1 1/2 times the
rate prescribed in subsection (1) above.

{4) #hen the isolated conditions of the household
where an eligible transportee resides require such eligible
transportee to live away from the household in order to
attend schools he shall be eligible for the room and board
reimbursement. Approval to receive the room and board
reimbursement shall be obtained in the same manner
prescribed in subsection (3) above. The per diem rate for
room and board shall be 54 $5 for one eligible transportee
and $2 $3 for each additional eligible transportee of the
same household.

{5) When the individual transportation provision is to
be satisfied by supervised home study or superwvised
correspondence studyes the reimbursement rate shall be the
cost of such studys provided that the course of instruction
is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district.”

-End-

. HB 655
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HOUSE BILL NO. 655

INTRODUCED BY Re ANDERSON

A BItL FDR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE
REIMBURSEMENT RATE FOR SCHOOL BuUS AND INDIVIDUAL AND
ISOLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-141

AND 20-10-142y MCA.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 20-10-141y MCAs is amended to read:
"20-10-1%41le Scheduie of maximum reimbursement by bus

mileage rateses {1} The following bus mileage rates Ffor

school bus transportation constitute the max i mum
reimbursement to districts for school bus transportation
from state and county sources of transportation revenue
under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. These rates
shall not limit the amount which a district may budget in
its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the
estimated and necessary cost of schoel bus transportation
during the ensuing school fiscal year. Any vehicles the
operation of which is reimbursed under the rate provisions
of this schedules shall be a school buss as defined by this
titles driven by a quatified driver on a bus route approved
by the county transportation commi ttee and the

superintendent of public instructione
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{2} The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined
in accordance with the following schedule when  the bus is
used for transportation of eligible transportees:

{a) 58 8 60 cents in fiscal 4989 1982 and 55 85 &5
cents in fiscal 198t 1983 and each year thereafter per bus
mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less than
12 but not more than 50 children; and

{b) when the rated capacity is more than 50 childrens
an additional 2 cents per bus mile for each additional child

in the rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added to a

base rate of 58 #8 60 cents in fiscal 1980 1982 and 55 85 65

cents in Fiscal 198% 1983 and each year thereafter per bus
mileo

{3) The rated capacity shall be the number of riding
positions of & school bus as detersined under the policy
adopted by the board of public education.™

Section 2. Section 20-10-142s MCAs is amended to read:

"20-10-142« Schedule of maximum reimbursement for
individual Eransportatione The following rates for
individuatl transportation constitute the WAX § MU
reimbursement to districts for individual transportation
from state and county sources of transportation revenue
under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146« These rates

also shall constitute the limitation of the budgeted amcunts

for individual transportation for the ensuing school fiscal

~-2- HB 655
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years The schedules provided in this section shall not be
altered by any authority other than the Jegislature of the
state of Montanae When the trustees contract with the parent
or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide
individual transportation for each day of school attendances
they shall reimburse the parent or guardian on the basis of
the following schedule:

{1} When a parent or guardian transports an eligible
transportee or transportees from the residénce of the parent
or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 miles
of one anothers the total reimbursement per day of
attendance shall be determined by multiplying the dJdistance
in miles between the residence and the schools or the most
distant school if more than ones by 2+ subtracting & miles
from the product so obtaineds and multiplying the difference
by ¥#8 20 cents provided that:

{ay if two or more eligible transportees are
transported by a parent or gquardian fo two or more schools
located within 3 wmiles of one another and if such schools
are operated by different school districtss the total amount
of the reimbursement shakt bmeidivided equally between the
districts;

(b) if two or more eligib¥e transportees are
transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools

tocated wmore than 3 miles from one anothers the parent or
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guardian shall be separately reimbursed for transporting the
eligible transportee or transportees to each school;

(c)} if a parent transports two or more eligible
transportees to a school and a bus stop which school and bus
stop are located within 3 miles of one anothers the total
reimbursement shall be determined under fhe provisions of
this subsection and shall be divided equally between the
district operating the school and the district operating the
bus;

(d}) if a parent transporting two or more eligible
transportees to a school or bus stbp muste because of
varying arrival and departure times: make more than one
round-trip journey to the bus stop or schools the total
reinburseqent allowed by this section shall be limited to
one round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or
departure time;

(e) notwithstanding subsection (1){al)s {L}({b)s (1}{(C)>»
or {1){d}+ nOo reimbursement may be less than 25 cents a daye

{2}) #hen the parent or guardian transports an eligible
transportee or transportees from the residence to a bus stop
of a bus route approved by the trustees for the
transportation of the transportee or transporteess the total
reimbursement per day of attendance shall be deterwined by
multiplying the distance in miles between the residence and

the bus stop by 2y subtracting 3 miles from the product so

- &~ HB 655
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obtaineds and multiplying the difference by 38 20 cents
provided that:

{a) if the eligible transportees transported attend
school!s in different districts but ride on one buss the
districts shall divide the total reisbursement equally; and

(b} if the parent or guardian is required to transport
the eligible transportees to more than one busy the parent
or guardian shall be separately reimbursed for
transportation to each buse

{3) Wheres due to excessive distancess impassable
roadss or other special circumstances of isolation the rates
prescribed in subsection {1} or (2} would be an inadequate
reimbursement for the transportation costs or would result
in a physical hardship for the eligible transportees his

parent or guardidn may request an increase in the
reimbursement rate. Such a request for increased rates due
to isolation shall be made by the parent or guardian on the
contract for individual transportation for the ensuing
school fiscal year by Indicating the special Ffacts and
circumstances which exist to justify the increase. 3defore
any increase rate due to isolation can be paid to the
requesting parent or gquardians such rate must be approved by
the county transportation committee and the superintendent

of public instruction after the trustees have indicated

their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action of
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the trustees and when approval is qgiven by the county
transportation committee and the superintendent of public
instructione the trustees shall pay such increased rate due
to isolatione The increased rate shall be 1 1/2 times the
rate prescribed in subsection (1) abovee.

{4} When the isolated conditions of the household
where an eligible transportee resides require such eligible
transportee to live away from the household in order +to
attend schools he shall be eligible for the room and board
reimbursement. Approval to Trveceive the room and board
reimbursement shall be obtained in the same manner
prescribed in subsection {3) above. The per diem rate for
room and board shal} be 34 35 for one eligible transportee
and %2 33 for each additional eligible transportee of the
same household.

{5) MWhen the individual transportation provision is to
be satisfied by supervised home study or supervised
correspondence studys the reimbursement rate shall be the
cost of such studys provided that the course of instruction
is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district.”

-End-

-6= HB 655



»47th Legis)ature

10

1L

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

HB 0655/02

HOUSE BItL NO. 655

INTRODUCED BY R« ANDERSON

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ALT TO INCREASE THE
REIMBURSEMENT RATE FOR SCHOOL BUS AND INDIVIDUAL AND
[SCGLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-141)

ANDG 20—-10-142+ MCAL™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 20-10-14ls MCAy is amended to read:
n20-10-14le Schedule of maximum reimbursement by bus

mileage ratese {1) The following bus mileage rates for

school bus transportation constitute the max imum
reimbursement to districts for school bus transportation
from state and county sources of transportation revenue
under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-~146. These rates
shall not limit the amount which a district may budget in
its transportation Fund budget in order to provide for the
estimated and necessary cost of schoot bus transportation
during the ensuing school fiscal year. Any vehicles the
operation of which is reimbursed under the rate provisions
of this schedulesy shall be a school buss as defined by this
titley driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved
by the county transportation commi ttee and the

superintendent of public instruction.
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(2) The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined
in accordance with the following schedule when the bus is
used for transportation of eligible transportees:

{a} 58 F8 60 cents in fiscal 1960 1982 and 55 85 65
cents in fiscal 198% 1983 and each year thereafter per bus
mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less than
12 but not more than 50 chitdren; and

{b} when the rated capacity is more than 50 children,
an additional 2 cents per bus mile for each additional child
in the rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added to a
base rate of 59 ¥8 60 cents in fiscal 1988 1982 and 55 85 65
cents in fiscal 198% 1983 and each year thereafter per bus
milees

{3) The rated capacity shall be the number of riding
positions of a school bus as determined under the policy
adopted by the board of public educatione”

Section 2. Section 20~-10-142y MCAy is amended to read:

"20-10-142+ Schedule of maximum reimbursement for
individual transportation. The following rates for
individuatl tfanqurtation constitute the | X § Bun
reimbursement to districts for individual transportation
from state and county sources of transportation revenue
under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. These rates
also shal) constitute the limitation of the budgeted amounts

for individual transportation for the ensuing schoo! fiscal
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yeare The schedules provided in this section shall not be
altered by any authority other than the legislature of the
state of Montana. When the trustees contract with the parent
or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide
individual transportation for each day of school attendances
they shall reimburse the parent or guardian on the basis of
the following schedule:

{1y MWhen a parent or guardian transports an eljgible
transportee or transportees from the residence of the parent
or guardian to & school or to schools located within 3 miles
of one anothers the total reimbursement per day of
attendance shall be determined by multiplying the distance
in miles between the residence and the schools or the most
distant school if more than ones by 2y subtracting 6 miies
from the product 5o obtaineds and muitiplying the difference
by 8 20 cents provided that:

(a3} if two or more eligible transportees are
transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools
tocated within 3 miles of one another and if such schools
are operated by different school districtsy the tetal amount
of the reimbursement shall be divided equally between the
districts;

{b} if two or more eligible transportees are

transported by a parent or gquardian to two or more schoocls

located more than 3 miles from one anothers the parent or
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guardian shall be separately reimbursed for transporting the
eligible transportee or transportees to each school;

tch if a3 parent transports two or more eligible
transportees to a scheol and a bus staop which school and bus
stop are Jocated within 3 miles of one another, the totat
reimbursement shall be determined under the provisions of
this subsection and shall be divided equally between the
district operating the school and the district operating the
bus;

{d} if a parent transporting two or more eligible
transportees to & school o©r bus stop wmusts because of
varying arrival and departure timess make amore than one
round-trip journey to the bus stop or schools the total
reimbursement allowed by this section shall be limited to
one round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or
departure time;

{e}) notwithstanding subsection {(1){a)s (1}ib)s (Ll}(cC})»
or {1){d})s no reimbursement may be less than 25 cents a day.

{2) When the parent or guardian transports an eligible
transportee or transportees from the residence to a bus stop
of a bus route approved by the trustees for the
transportation of the transportee or transporteess the total
reimbursement per day of attendance shall be determined by
multip?ying the distance in miles between the residence and

the bus stop by 2+ subtracting 3 miles fros the product so

-G HB 655
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obtaineds and multiplying the difference by 18 20 cents
provided that:

{a) if the eligible transportees transported attend
schools in different districts but ride on one buse the
districts shall divide the total reimbursement equally; and

(b) if the parent or gudardian is required to transport
the eligible transportees to more than one buss the parent
or guardian shall be separately reimbursed for
transportation to each bus.

(3) #Wheres due to excessive distancess impassable
roadss or other special circumstances of isolation the rates
prescribed in subsection {1} or {2) would be an inadaguate
reimbursement for the transportation costs or would result
in a physical hardship for the eligible transportees his
parent or guardian may request an increase in the
reimbursement ratee Such a request for increased rates due
to isotation shall be made by the parent or guardian on the
contract for individual transportation for the ensuing
school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and
circumstances which exist to justify the increase. Before
any increase rate due to isolation can be paid to the
requesting parent or guardiany Such rate must be approved by
the county transportation committee and the superintendent
of public instruction after the trustees have indicated

their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action of
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the trustees and when approval is given by the county
transportation committee and the superintendent of public
instructions the trustees shall pay such increased rate due
to isolations The increased rate shall be 1 172 times the
rate prescribed in subsection (1) above.

t4) When the isolated conditions of the household
where an eligible transportee resides require such eligible
transportee to live away from the household in order to
attend schools he shall be eligible for the room and board
reimbursemente Approval to receive the vroom and board
reimbursement shatl be obtained in the same manner
prescribed in subsection (3} above. The per diem rate for
rocm  and board shall be $4 35 for one eligibie transportee
and $2 $3 for each additional eligible transportee of the
same household.

{5) When the individual transportation provision is to
be satisfied by supervised home study or SsSupervised
correspondence studys the reimbursement rate shall be the
cost of such studys provided that the course of instruction

is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district.”

-End~
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HOUSE BILL NO. 655

INTRODUCED BY R. ANDERSON

A BILL FOR AN ALT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE
REIMBURSEMENT RATE FOR SCHOOL BUS AND INDEVIOUAL AND
ISOLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-14%

AND 20-10-142y MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section ls Section 20-10-141y MCAe is amended to read:
"20-10-141l« Schedule of maximum reimbursement by bus

mileage ratese {1} The Ffollowing bus mileage rates for

schoot Dus transportation consti tute the max i mum
reimbursement to districts for sSchool bus transportation
from state and county sources of transportation revenue
under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146. These rates
shall not limit the amount which a district may budget in
its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the
estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation
during the ensuing school fiscal vyears Any vehicles the
operation of which is reimbursed under the rate provisions
of this schedules shall be a school buse as defined by this
titles driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved
by the county transportation commi ttee and the

superintendent of public instruction.
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{2) The rate per bus wmile traveled shall! be determined
in accordance with the following schedule when the bus is
used for transportation of eligible transportees:

{(a) 58 38 60 cents in fiscal 3986 1982 and 55 85 &5
cents in fiscal #9681 1983 and each year thereafter per bus
mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less than

12 but not more than 50 children; and

{b} when the rated capacity is more than 50 childrens
an additional 2 2 _1/2 cents per bus mile for each additional
child in the rated capacity in excess of S0 shall be added
to  a base rate of 58 ¥8 60 cents in Fiscal $966 1982 and 55
8% 65 cents in fiscal +96% 1983 and each year thereafter per
bus mile.

{3) The rated capacity shall be the number of riding
positions of a school! bus as determined under the policy
adopted by the board of public education.”

Section 2. Section 20-10-142y MCAs is amended to read:

*20-10-142. Schedule of maximum reimbursement For
individual transportations The following rates for
individual transportation constitute the max i mum
reimbursement to districts for individual transpoertation
from state and county socurces of traasportation revenue
under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-144. These rates
2150 shal) constitute the limitation of the budgeted amounts

for individual transportation for the ensuing school. Fiscal
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year. The schedules provided in this section shall not be

altered by any authority other than the legislature of the

state of Montana. When the trustees contract with the parent -

or gquardian of any eligible transportee to provide
individual transportation for each day of school attendances
they shaill reimburse the parent or guardian on the basis of
the following schedule:

(1) When 2 parent or guardian transports an eligible
transportee or transportees from the residence of the parent
or quardian to a school or to schools located within 3 miles
of ane 2nothers the total reimbursement per day of
attendance shall be determined by multiplying the distance
in miles between the residence and the schocls or the most
distant school if more than ones by 2» subtracting 6 miles
from the product so obtaineds and mul tiplying the difference
by #8 20 cents provided that:

{ay if two or more eligible transportees are
transported by a parent or quardian to two or more schoels
located within 3 miles of one anéther and if such schools
are operated by dif ferent school districtsy th: total amount
of the reimbursement shall be divided equally between the
districts;

(b) if two or more eligible transportees are
transported by 3 parent or quardian to two or more schools

located more than 3 miles from one anothers the parent or
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guardian shal} be separately reiambursed for transporting the
etigible transportee or transportees to each school;

(c) if a2 parent transports two or more eligible
transportees tu a school and a bus stop which school and bus
stop are located within 3 miles of one anothers the tatal
reimbursement shall be determined under the provisions of
this subsection and shall be divided equally between the
district operating the school and the district operating the
bus;

{d) if a parent transporting two or more eligible
transportees to a schoel or bus stop wsusts because of
varying arrival and departure timess make more than one
round-trip journey to the bus stop or schools the total
reimbursement allowed by this section shall be limited to
one round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or
departure time;

(e} notwithstanding subsection {(l)(a)es {(1){b)s {1)(C})»
or {1){d)s no reimbursement may be Tess than 25 cents a daye

{2) wWhen the parent or guardian transports an eligible
transportee or transportees from the residence to a bus stop
of & bus route approved by the trustees for the
transportation of the transportee or transporteess the total
reimbursement per day of attendance shall be determined by
multiplying the distance in miles between the residence and

the bus stop by 2+ subtracting 3 miles from the product so
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obtainedy and multiplying the difference by 38 20 cents
provided that: .

(a} if the eligible transportees transported attend
schools in different districts but ride on one buss the
districts shall divide the total reimbursement equally; and

{b) 1if the parent or guardian is required to transport
the etigible transportees to more than one buses the parent
or quardian shatl be separately reimbursed for
transportation to each busa

{3) #wherey due to excessive distancesy impassable
roadss or other special cisfcumstances of isolation the rates
prescribed in subsection (1) or {2} would be an inadequate
reimbursement for the transportation costs or would result
in a physical hardship for the eligible trénsportee. his
parent or guardian m®may reguest an increase n the
re}mbursement ratee Such a request for increased rates due
to isolation shall be made by the parent or quardian on the
contract for individual transportation for the ensuing
school‘fiscal year by indicating the special Ffacts and
circumstances which exist to justify the increasee. Before
any increase rate due to isolation can be paid to the
requesting parent or guardians Such rate must De approved Dby
éhe county transportation committee and the superintendent
of public instruction after the trustees have indicated

their approval or disapprovale Regardless of the action of
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the trustees and when approval is given by the county
transportation committee and the superintendent of public
instructions the trustees shall pay such increased rate due
to isolatione The increased rate shall be 1 1/2 times the
rate prescribed in subsection (1) above.

(%) When the isolated conditions of the househoild
where an eligible transportee resides require such eligible
transportee to live away from the household in order to
attend schools he shall be eligible for the room and board
reimbursements. Approvwal to receive the room and board
reimbursement shall be obtained in the same manner
prescribed in subsection (3) above. The per diem rate for
room and board shall be %4 $5 for one eligible transportee
and $2 $3 for each additional eligible transportee of the
same household.

{5} tHhen the individual transportation provision is to
be satisfied by supervised home study or supervised
correspondence studys the reimbursement faté shall be the
cost of such studys provided that the course of instruction
is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district."

-End-

-6~ HS 655



April 6, 1981

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Proposed amendment to House Bill 655, reference copy, as follows:

1. Page 2, line 9.
Following: "an additional”
Strike: "2"

Insert: "2 1/2" ]
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