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HOUSE BILL NO. 655 

INTRODUCED BY R. ANDERSON 

IN THE HOOSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education. 

Fiscal note requested. 

Fiscal note returned. 

Rereferred to Committee on 
Appropriations. 

Committee recommend bill do pass. 
Report a.dopted. 

Motion to refer back to Committee 
on Appropriations. 

Committee recommend hill do pass 
as amended. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on members• 
desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. Ayes, 84t 
Noes, 2. Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to Committee 
on Finance and claims. 

Committee recommend bill be con­
curred in. Report adopted. 

On motion rules suspended. Bill 
referred to aecon~ and third readin~ 
for consideration this day. 



April 1, 1981 

April 2, 1981 

April 4, 1981 

April 4, 1981 

April 6, 1981 

April 1, 19.81 

April 9, 1981 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurre~ in. 
Ayea, 42J Noes, 4. 

IN Tt!E HOUSE 

Returned from senate, concurred in. 
Sent to enrolling. 

IN THE SENATE 

on motion Senate requests return 
of bill from Bouse for further 
consideration. 

Itl THE IIOUSE 

on motion, request of Senate 
granted for return of bill for 
further consideration. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from Houue. On n~tion 
placed on second reading. 

Second reading, concurred in as 
amended. 

on motion rules suspended. Bill 
placed on calendar for third 
readinq this day. 

Third reading, concurred in as 
amended. Ayes; 47J Noes, l. 

IN THE HOOSE 

Returned from senate with 
amendments. 

Second reading, amendments con­
curred in. 



April 9, 1981 On motion rules suspended and 
bill placed on third reading 
this day. 

Third reading, amendments 
concurred in. Ayes, 9lJ Noes, o. 
Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 



~7th Legislature LC 0990/01 

1 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2() 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Z5 

INTRODUCED 

~BILL NO.~ 

BY -lfV~L ----· 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE 

REIHBURSEPIENT RATE FOR SCHOOL BUS AND INDIVIDUAL AND 

I SOLA TED TRANSPORTATION C'JSTS; A,..ENDII'IG SO:CTHJNS 20-10-141 

AND 20-10-142t HCA.• 

3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-141t MCAt is amended to read: 

•20-10-141· Schedule of maximum reimburse~ent by bus 

~ileage rates. (1) The following bus mileage rates for 

school bus transportation constitute thE maximum 

reimbursement to districts for school bus transportation 

from st3te and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 20-10-145 and Z0-10-146. These rates 

shall not limit the amount which a district may budget In 

Its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

durinq the ensuing school fiscal year. Any vehicle, the 

operation of which is reimbursed under the rate provisions 

of this schedule, shall be a school bus, as defined by this 

titl~, driven by a qualified driver on a bus route 3pprcved 

by the county transportation committee and the 

su~erintendent of public instruction. 
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(2) The rate per bus mile traveled shall be determined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the bus is 

used for transportation of eligible transportees: 

(a) 5e IQ cents in fiscal ~~ee ~and 55 a5 cents in 

fiscal i~~% ~ and each year thereafter per bus mile for a 

school bus with a rated capacity of not less than 12 but not 

more than 50 children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is more than 50 children 7 

an additional 2 cants per bus mile for each additional child 

in the rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added to a 

base rate of 56 ZO cents in fiscal %~~e l2aZ and 55 §5 cents 

in fiscal i~e~ l2Al and each year thereafter per bus mile. 

(3) Th8 rated capacity shall be the number of riding 

positions of a school bus as determined under the policy 

adopted by the board of public education.• 

Section 2. Section 20-10-142, MCA, Is amended to read: 

"20-10-142. Schedule of maximum reimbursement for 

individual transportation. The following rates for 

individual transportation constitute the maxi•um 

reimbursement to districts for individual transportation 

from state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-146• These rates 

2lso shall constitute the limitation of toe budgeted amounts 

for individual transportation for the ensuing school fiscal 

year. The schedules provided in this section shall not be 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
-2-
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altered by any authority other than the legislature of the 

state of Montana. When the trustees contract with the ?arPnt 

or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide 

individual transportation for each day of school attendance, 

they shall reimburse the parent or £Uardian on the ~asis of 

the following schedule: 

(1) Wh~n a pdrent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees from the residence of the parent 

or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 miles 

of one another, the total reimbursement per day of 

attendance shall be determined by onultlplying the distance 

in miles between the residence and the school, or the Most 

distant school if more than one, by 2o subtracting 6 miles 

from the product so obtained, and multiplying the difference 

hy ~a zg cents provided that: 

(a) if two or more eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools 

located within 3 miles of one anothar and if such schools 

are operated by different school districts, the total amount 

of the reimbursement shall be divided equally between the 

districts; 

(b) if two or more eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardi~n to two or more schools 

located more than 3 miles from one another, the parent or 

guardian shall be separately reimbursed for transporting the 

-3-
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eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

(C) if a rarent transports two or :r.ore el igibla 

transportees to a school and a bus stop which school and bus 

stop are located within 3 miles of one another, the total 

rei~bursement shall be determined under the provisions of 

this subsection and shall be divided equally between the 

district operating the school and the district oper3tinq the 

bus; 

(d) if a pzrent transporting two or more d i g i b 1-? 

tran sportees to a school or bus stop musto because of 

varying arrival and departure times, -.ake more than one 

round-trip journey to the bus stop or school, the total 

reimbursement allowed by this section shall be limited to 

one round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or 

departure time; 

(e) notwithstanding subsection (1)(d)t (1)(b), (1)(c)o 

or (l)(d)• no reimbursement w~r be less than 25 cents a day. 

(2) ~hen the parent or guardian transports an eligitle 

transportee or transportees from the residence to a ~~~ c+~n 

of a bus ro~te dpproved by the trustee:; for the 

transportation of the transportee or transportees, the total 

reimbursement per day of attendance shall be determined by 

~ultiplying the distance in miles between the residence and 

the bus stop by 2, subtracti n'J 3 Rti l es from the product so 

obtained, and multiplying the difference by %6 ~ cents 

-4-
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pl"ovided that: 

(a) if the eligible tl"anspol"tees tl"anspol"ted attend 

sci1ools in diffel"ent distl"icts but !"ide on one bus, the 

distl"icts shall divide the total l"eir.bul"sement equally; and 

(b) if the pal"ent ol" gual"dian is l"equil"ed to tl"anspol"t 

the eligible tl"anspol"tees to mol"e than one JUSt the 

Ol" gua!"dian shall be sepal"ately l"eimbul"sed 

transportation to each bus• 

parent 

fol" 

(3) Whel"eo due to excessive distances, impassable 

I"Oads, Ol" othel" special circumstances of isolation the l"ates 

prescl"ibed in subsection (1) Ol" (2) would be an inadequate 

reimbul"seaent for the transportation costs ol" would !"esult 

in a physical hal"dShip fol" the eligibl~ transpol"tee, his 

parent ol" gual"dian may l"equest an incl"ease 1n the 

reimbu!"sement rate. Such a l"equest fol" increased rates due 

tc isolation shall be made by the pal"ent or guardian on the 

contl"act for individual transportation for the ensuins 

school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and 

circumstances which exist to justify the increase. uefora 

any increase !"ate due to isolation can be paid to the 

21 l"equesting parent or gual"dian, such rate must be appl"oVed by 

22 the county tl"anspol"tation committee and the superintendent 

23 of ~ublic instruction after the trustees have indicated 

24 

25 

their approval or disapproval. 

the tl"ustees and when appl"oval 
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transportation committee and the superintendent of public 

instruction, the trustees shall pay such increased rate due 

to isolation. The increased rate shall be 1 1/2 times the 

rate presc!"ibed in subsection (1) above. 

(4) When the isolated conditions of the household 

where an eligible transpol"tee resides l"equlre such eligible 

transpol"tee to live away from the household in ordel" to 

attend school, he shall be eligible for the room and board 

reimbursement. Approval to l"eceive the l"oom and board 

reimbursemt!nt shall be obtained in the same mannel" 

prescribed in subsection (3) above. The per diem rate for 

room and board shall be •~ 12 for one eligible transportee 

and •r 1J for each additional eligible transportee of the 

same household. 

(5) When the individual transportation provision is to 

be satisfied by supervised ho~e study or supel"vised 

col"respondence study, the reimbursement rate shall be the 

cost of such study, provided that the course of Instruction 

is approved by the tl"ustees and supervised by the district.• 

-End-

-6- f/13 ~55-



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 408-81 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD·/5 

In compliance with a written request received February 18 , 19 _jll_, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ___ H_ouse J.Hl! 655 pursuant to •Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2M the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

~. A proposal to increase the pupil transportation reimbursement rate. This would lower 

" 
... 

• 

local property tax an amount equivalent to the state increase in reimbursement. 

Assumptions 

1. The number of miles buses travel will increase 7.1% each year of the biennium. 
Based on this, buses will travel 98,883 miles per day in FY 1982 and 105,904 miles 
per day in FY 1983. 
Buses will operate for 180 school days. 2. 

3. 
4. 

Individual and isolated contracts number 2,505 and will remain constant. 
These contracts represent a total distance of 22,711.9 miles from school. 

Expenditure Impact 

The pupil transportation requires a General Fund appropriation. The expenditures 
will show the amount needed to be appropriated under present law and under the proposed 
law. 

FY 1982 FY 1983 
Under Under Under Under 

Present Proposed Increase Present Proposed Increase 
Law Law (Decrease) Law Law (Decrease) 

Trans. Approp. $4,417,655 $5,435,880 $1,018,225 $4,649,347 $6,683,898 $2,034,551 
Increase in 
Found. Prog. 1,990,514 2,533,383 542,869 2,131,848 3,294,673 1,162,825 
Appropriation 

Totals $6,408,169 $7,969,263 $1,561,094 $6,781,195 $9 '978, 5 71 $3,197,376 

The General Fund requirement to fund these increases in reimbursement rates will amount 
'to an increse of $4,758,470 over the biennium. 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Pro!}Jam Planning 

Date: -z_/ '). J / !/ 
~ I 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 655 

INTRODUCED BY R. ANDERSON 

Approved by Comm. 
on Appropriations 

Rereferred 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENliTLED: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE 

REIMBURSEMENT RATE FOR SCHOOL BUS AND INDIVIDUAL AND 

ISOLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 2Q-10-14l 

AND 20-1Q-142o MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-1o-14l• MCAo is amended to read: 

"20-10-141• Schedule of .aximu~ reimburse~nt by bus 

mileage rateos. (1) The following bus mileage rates for 

school bus transportation constitute the lllaX i IIUWI 

..-ei moorse111en t to districts for school bus transportation 

from state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of zo-10-145 and zo-10-146. These ..-ates 

shalt not limit the amount which a district may budget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to p..-ovide fo..- the 

esti~ated and necessa..-y cost of school bus transportation 

durin.g the ensuing school fiscal year. Any vehicle, the 

operation of which is reimbursed under the rate provisions 

of this schedule, shall be a school buso as defined by this 

title. driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved 

by the county transportation co•mittee and the 

superintendent of public instruction. 
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(2) The rate per bus aile traveled shall be deter•ined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the bus is 

used for transportation of eligible transportees: 

(a) -59 !~ 60 cents in fiscal -t4&e 1962 and SS ~~ 65 

cents in fiscal ~98l 1981 and each year thereafter per bus 

•ile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less than 

12 but not more than 50 children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is .-ore than 50 childreno 

an additional 2 cents per bus •ile for each additional child 

in the rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added to a 

base rate of 59 ~9 ~Q cents in fiscal %9&9 !~ and SS ~~ gz 

cents in fiscal -t98l !~ and each year thereafter per bus 

111i le. 

13) The rated capacity shall be the nueber of riding 

positions of a school bus as deter•ined under the policy 

adopted by the board of public education.• 

Section 2. Section 20-lo-1~2. MCAo is a~nded to read: 

•20-10-142. Schedule of •aximu• reimburseaent for 

individual transportation. The following rates for 

individual transportation constitute the lila X iMUm 

reimburseMent to districts for individual transportation 

from state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of zo-lD-145 and 20-10-146• These rates 

also shall constitute the li•itation of the budgeted amounts 

for individual transportation for the ensuing school fiscal 

-2- HB 655 
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year. Jhe schedules ~rovided in this section shall not be 

altered by any authority other than the legislature of the 

state of Montana. when the trustees contract with the parent 

or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide 

individual transportation for each day of school attendance, 

they shall reiMburse the parent or guardian on the basis of 

the following schedule: 

{1) When a parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees from the residence of the parent 

or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 miles 

of one another, the total reimburseMent per day of 

attendance shall be deterMined by multiplying the distance 

in miles between the residence and the school, or the .ost 

distant school if more than oneo by 2, subtracting 6 miles 

from the product so obtainedo and multiplying the difference 

by +& 20 cents provided that: 

(a) if two or 111ore eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools 

located within 3 miles of one another and if such schools 

are operated by different school districts, the total amount 

of the reimburse~nt shall be divided equally between the 

districts; 

(b) if two or more eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools 

located 1110re than 3 miles from one anothero the parent or 

-3- HB 655 
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guardian shall be separately reimbursed for transporting the 

eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

(c) if a parent transports two or more eligible 

transportees to a school and a bus stop which school and bus 

stop are located within 3 miles of one another, the total 

reimburseMent shall be determined under the provisions of 

this subsection and shall be divided equally between the 

district operating the school and the district operating the 

bus; 

(d) if a parent transporting two or more eligible 

transportees to a school or bus stop must. because of 

varying arrival and departure times, •ake ~re than one 

round-trip journey to the bus stop or school, the totdl 

reimburseMent allowed by this section shall be limited to 

one round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or 

departure time; 

(e) notwithstanding subsection (l)(a)• (l)(b)o (l)(CI• 

or (1)(d)• no reiMburse~nt may be less than 25 cents a day. 

121 When the parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees from the residence to a bus stop 

of a bus route approved by the trustees fur the 

transportation of the transportee or transporteeso the total 

reimbursement per day of attendance shall be determined by 

•ultiplying the distance in ~iJes between the residence and 

the bus stop by 2o subtracting 3 Miles from the product so 

-4- HB 655 
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obtained, and ~ultiplying the difference by ~8 20 cents 

provided that: 

(a) if the eligible transportees transported attend 

schools in different districts but ride on one bus. the 

districts shall divide the total rei.Oursement equally; and 

(b) if the parent or guardian is required to transport 

the eliqible transportees to more ~han one bus, the parent 

or guardian shal I be separately reimbursed for 

transportation to each bus. 

{3) Where, due to excessive distances, impassable 

roads, or other special circumstances of iso'l ati on the rates 

prescribed in subsection (1) or (2) would be an inadequate 

reimbursement for the transportation costs or would result 

in a physical hardship for the eligible transportee, his 

parent or guardian May request an increase in the 

reimbursement rate. Such a request for increased rates due 

to isolation shall be made by the parent or guardian on the 

contract for individual transportation for the ensuing 

school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and 

circumstances which exist to justify the increase. defore 

any increase rate due to isolation can be paid to the 

22 requesting parent or guardian, such rate must be approved by 

23 the county transportation comMittee and the superintendent 

24 of public instruction after the trustees have indicated 

25 their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action of 

-5- HB 655 
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the trustees and when approval is given by the county 

transportation co-ittee and the superi.ntendent of public 

instruction, the trustees shall pay such increased rate due 

to tsolation. The increased rate shall be 1 1/2 tiaes the 

rate prescribed in subsection (l) above. 

(~) When the isolated conditions of the household 

where an eligible transportee resides require such eligible 

transportee to live away fro. the household in order to 

attend school, he shall be eligible for the rooa and board 

reimbursement. Approval to receive the roo~ and board 

rei •burselllent shall be obtained in the same aanner 

prescribed in subsection 13) above. The per diem rate for 

room and board shall be •~ !2 for one eligible transportee 

and~~~~ for each additional eligible transportee of the 

same household. 

(5) When the individual transportation provision is to 

be satisfied by supervised home study or supervised 

correspondence study, the reimbursement rate shall be the 

cost of such studyo provided that the course of instruction 

is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district.• 

-End-

-6- HB 655 
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HOUSE Sill NO. 655 

INTRODUCED SY Re ANDERSON 

A Bill FOR AM ACT ENTITLED: "AN 

REIMBURSEMENT RATE FOR SCHOOL SUS 

ISOLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENDING 

ACT TO INCREASE THE 

AND INOIYIDUAL AND 

SECTIONS 2()-10-141 

AND ZD-1D-142t MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-1D-14lo MCAo is a.anded to read: 

•zo-10-141. Schedule of aaxiau• reimburseeent by bus 

mileage rates. {lt The following bus •ileage rates for 

school bus transportation constitute the aaximu• 

rei•bursement to districts for school bus transportation 

from state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of zo-10-1~5 and ZD-10-146. Tnese rates 

shall not limit the amount which a district may budget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

esti•ated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

during the ensuing school fiscal year. Any vehicle, the 

operation of which is rei.Oursed under the rate provisions 

of this schedule, shall be a school bus, as defined by this 

titleo driven by a qualified driver on a bus route 

by the county transportation co•mittee 

~uperintendent of public instruction. 

approved 
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{2} The rate per bus •ile traveled shall be deter•ined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the bus is 

used for transportation of eligible transportees: 

(at §9 :!! 60 cents in fiscal ~"l&e 1982 and SS !~ 65 

cents in fiscal t98l 1981 and each year thereafter per bus 

mile for a school bus ~ith a rated capacity of not less than 

12 but not more thdn 50 children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is more than 50 children, 

an additional 2 cents per bus aile for each additional child 

in the rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added to a 

base rate of sa ~ 60 cents in fiscal -i988 !ill and !H H 65 

cents in fiscal -i98-i !~ and each year thereafter per bus 

•i le. 

Cl) The rated capacity shall be the number of riding 

positions of a school bus as deterained under the policy 

adopted by the board of public education.• 

Section z. Section Z0-1D-1Itl• MCA• is a-.nded to read: 

•zo-10-142. Schedule of aaxi.ua reimburse8ent for 

individual 

individual 

transportation. 

transportation 

The following 

constitute the 

rates for 

~~ax iau• 

rei•burse-.nt to districts for individual transportation 

fro• state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 2D-1D-llt5 and ZO-lD-146. These rates 

also shall constitute the li•itation of the budgeted amounts 

for individual transportation for the ensuing school fiscal 

-z- H8 655 
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year. The schedules provided in this section shall not be 

altered by any authority other than the legislature of the 

state of Montana. When the trustees contract with the parent 

or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide 

individual transportation for each day of school attendance, 

they shalt reiMburse the parent or guardian on the basis of 

the follONing schedule: 

(1) When a parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees fro• the residence of the parent 

or guardian to a school or to schools located within ~ Miles 

of one another, the total rei•burse-.nt per day of 

attendance shall be deterained by aultiplyiA9 the distance 

in miles between the residence and the school, or the .est 

distant school if •ore than one, by 2o subtracting o •iles 

fro• the product so obtained, and multiplying the difference 

by +B 20 cents provided that: 

fa) if two or •ore eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or •ore schools 

located within 3 Miles of one another and if such schools 

are operated by different school districts. the total amount 

of the rei•burse .. nt shat~ ~divided equally between the 

districts; 

(b) if two or more eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or •ore schools 

located .are than 3 miles fro• one anothero the parent or 

-3- HB 655 
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guardian shall be separately reiMbursed for transporting the 

eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

(c) if a parent transports two or •ore eligible 

transportees to a school and a bus stop which school and bus 

stop are located within 3 Miles of one another, the total 

reiMbursement shall be deterMined under the provisions of 

this subsection and shall be divided equally between the 

district operating the school ana the district operating the 

bus; 

{d) if a parent transporting two or •ore eligible 

transportees to a school or bus stop must, because of 

varying arrival and departure times, Make .are than one 

round-trip journey to the bus stop or schoolw the total 

reimbursement allowed by this section shall be limited to 

one round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or 

departure ti•e; 

(e) notwithstanding subsection (l)(a)w (l)(b)o (l)(C)• 

or Cl»fd)o no reiMburse .. nt •ay be less than ZS cents a day. 

(2) When the parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees froa the residence to a bus stop 

of a bus route approved by the trustees fur the 

transportation of the transportee or transporteeso the total 

reimbursement per day of attendance shall be deter•ined by 

multiplying the distance in ailes bet~een the residence and 

the bus stop by Zo subtracting 3 •iles froa the product so 
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obtained, and multiplying the difference by ~& £2 cents 

provided that: 

(al if the eligible transportees transported attend 

schools in different districts but ride on one bus. the 

districts shall divide the total rei.Ourse.ant equally; and 

(bl if the parent or guardian is required to transport 

the eligible transportees to more than one bus, the parent 

or guardian shall be sep<Jrately reimbursed for 

transportation to each bus. 

(3) Where, due to excessive distances, impassable 

roads, or other special circumstances of isolation the rates 

prescribed in subsection (1t or {Z) would be an inadequate 

reimbursement for the transportation costs or would result 

in a physical hardship for the eligible transportee• his 

parent or guardian aay request an increase in the 

reimbursement rate. Such a request for increased rates due 

to isolation shall be made by the parent or guardian on the 

contract for individual transportation for 

school fiscal year by indicating the special 

the ensuing 

facts and 

circumstances which exist to justify the increase. defore 

any increase rate due to isolation can be paid to the 

requesting parent or guardian. such rate •ust be approved by 

the county transportation coaaittee and the superintendent 

of public instruction after the trustees have indicated 

25 their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action of 
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the trustees and when approval is given by the county 

transportation co-i ttee and the super i·ntendent of public 

instruction. the trustees shall pay such increased rate due 

to isolation. The increased rate shall be 1 l/2 tiMes the 

rate prescribed in subsection (1) above. 

(4} When the isolated conditions of the household 

where an eligible transportee resides require such eligible 

transportee to live away fro. the household in order to 

attend schoolo he shall be eligible for the rooa and board 

reimburse~nt. Approval to receive the roo• and board 

rei•burse!Mmt shall be obtained in the sa.. aanner 

prescribed in subsection {3) above. The per diem rate for 

room and board shall be~~ S5 for one eligible transportee 

and •~ !} for each additional 'e1 igible transportee of the 

sa~ne household. 

(5) When the individual transportation provision is to 

be satisfied by supervised ho•e study or supervised 

correspondence studyo the rei~ursement rate shall be the 

cost of such study• provided that the course of instruction 

is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district." 

-End-

-6- HB 655 



_.,47th legislature HB 0655/02 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A Bill FOR AN 

liE IMBURSEMEN T 

HOUSE Sill NO. 655 

INTRDOUCEO BY R. ANDERSON 

ACT 

RATE 

ENTITLED: 

FOR SCHOOL 

•AN ACT 

BUS AND 

TO INCREASE 

INOIVI DUAL 

THE 

AND 

ISOLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-10-141 

AND 20-10-142• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-1D-14lo MCAo is aMended to read: 

"20-10-141. Schedule of •axiMUm rei~burseNent by bus 

mileage rates. (1) The following bus mileage rates for 

school bus transportation constitute the maximum 

reimbursement to districts for school bus transportation 

from state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 20-1D-145 and 20-lD-146. These rates 

shall not limit the amount which a district may budget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estimated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

during the ensuing school fiscal year. Any vehicle, the 

operation of which is reimbursed under the rate provisions 

of this schedule, shall be a school buso as defined by this 

titleo driven by a qualified driver on a bus route 

by the county transportation co~~mittee 

superintendent of public instruction. 
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(2) The rate per bus mile traveled shall be deter•ined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the bus is 

used for transportation of eligible transportees: 

laJ ~a ~~ 60 cents in fiscal ~~e !982 and ~~ e~ 65 

cents in fiscal *9a~ 19~~ and each year thereafter per bus 

mile for a school bus with a rated capacity of not less than 

12 but not more than 50 children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is more than 50 children, 

an additional 2 cents per bus mile for each additional child 

in the rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added to a 

base rate of sa !! 2Q cents in fiscal ~~e !982 and 5~ ~~ 65 

cents in fiscal 19&~ !983 and each year thereafter per bus 

mi1e. 

(3) The rated capacity shall be the nuMber of riding 

positions of a school bus as deter•ined under the policy 

adopted by the board of public education.• 

Section 2. Section 20-1D-11t2t MCA, is a~nded to read: 

"20-10-142. Schedule of .aximu~ rei~urse.ent for 

individual 

individual 

transportation. 

transportation 

The fo 11 owing 

constitute 

rates for 

the .ax i •UI't 

reimbursement to districts for individual transportation 

from state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 20-10-145 and 20-10-lltb. These rates 

also shall constitute the limitation of the budgeted amounts 

for individual transportation for the ensuing school fiscal 

-2- HB 655 
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year. The schedules provided in this section shall not be 

altered by any authority other than the legislature of the 

state of Montana. ~hen the trustees contract with the parent 

or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide 

individual transportation for each day of school attendance, 

they shall reimburse the parent or guardian on the basis of 

the following schedule: 

llt When a parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees from the residence of the parent 

or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 miles 

of one another• the total reimburse~nt per day of 

attendance shall be determined by multiplying the distance 

in miles between the residence and the school, or the most 

distant school if more than one, by 2• subtracting 6 miles 

from the product so obtained, and multiplying the difference 

by +8 20 cents provided that: 

(aJ if two or more eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools 

located within 3 miles of one another and if such schools 

are operated by different school districts, the total amount 

of the reimbursement shall b~ divided equally between the 

districts; 

(b) if two or 1110re eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools 

located more than 3 miles from one another. the parent or 

-3- HB 655 
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guardian shall be separately reilllbursed for transport1ng the 

eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

(CJ if a parent transports two or more eligoble 

transportees to a school and a bus stop which school and bus 

stop are located w1thin 3 miles of one another, the total 

reimbursement shall be determined under the provis1ons of 

this subsection and shall be divided equally between the 

district operating the school and the district operating the 

busi 

(d) if a parent transporting two or more eligible 

transportees to a school or bus stop onust, because of 

varying arrival and departure times. make Dare than one 

round-trip journey to the bus stop or school. the total 

reimburseMent allowed by this section shall be limited to 

one round trip per day for each scheduled arrival or 

departure time; 

(e) notwithstanding subsection (l){a)o (l){bJ• (l)(c), 

or (l)(d}o no rei~bursement may be less than 25 cents a day. 

(2) When the parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees from the residence to a bus stop 

of a bus route approved by the trustees for the 

transportation of the transportee or transportees, the total 

reimbursement per day of attendance shall be determined by 

multiplying the distance in miles between the residence and 

the bus stop by 2, subtracting 3 ~iles from the product so 

-It- HB 655 
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obtained, and multiplying the difference by i8 lQ cents 

provided that: 

(a) if the eligible transportees transported attend 

schools in different districts but ride on one buso the 

districts shall divide the total ~ei.Oursement equally; and 

(b) if the parent or guardian is required to transport 

the eligible transportees to more than one bus, the parent 

or guardian shall be sep<~rately reimbursed for 

transportation to each bus. 

(3) Where, due to excessive distances, impassable 

roads, or other special circumstances of isolation the rates 

prescribed in subsection (1) or (2) would be an inadequate 

reimbursement for the transportation costs or would result 

in a physical hardship for the eligible transportee• his 

parent or guardian may request an increase in the 

reimbursement rate. Such a request for increased rates due 

to isolation shall be made by the parent or guardian on the 

contract for individual transportation for the ensuing 

school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and 

circumstances which exist to justify the increase. Before 

any increase rate due to isolation can be paid to the 

22 requesting parent or guardian, such rate oust be approved by 

23 the county transportation committee and the superintendent 

24 of public instruction after the trustees have indicated 

ZS their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action of 
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the trustees and when approval is given by the county 

transportation co~ittee and the superintendent of public 

instruction, the trustees shall pay such increased rate due 

to isolation. The increased rate shall be 1 l/2 tiMes the 

rate prescribed in subsection (l) above. 

(4) When the isolated conditions of the household 

where an eligible transportee resides require such eligible 

transportee to live away fro~ the household in orde~ to 

attend school, he shall be eligible for the room and board 

reimbursement. Approval to receive the room and board 

reimbursement shall be obtained in the sa•e .anner 

prescribed in subsection (3) above. The per diem rate for 

room and board shall be*~ SS for one eligible transportee 

and •~ !~for each additional eligible transportee of the 

sa~ household. 

(SJ When the individual transportation provision is to 

be satisfied by supervised home study or supervised 

correspondence study, the rei•bursement rate shall be the 

cost of such study, provided that the course of instruction 

is approved by the trustees and supervised by the district.• 

-End-

-b- HB 655 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 655 

INTRODUCED BY R. ANDERSON 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE 

REIMBURSEMENT RATE FOR SCHOOL BUS AND JNO!VIOVAL AND 

ISOLATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS; AMENOING SECTIONS 2D-10-141 

AND ZD-10-142• M(A." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1• Section 20-1D-141o M(Ay is a~nded to read: 

"l0-10-141· Schedule of maximum reimbursement by bus 

mileage ~ates. (1) The following bus mileage rates for 

school DUS transportation constitute the llldXiiiiUIII 

reimbursement to districts for school bus transportation 

from state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of 2D-1D-145 and lO-lD-146. These rates 

shall not linit the aaQunt which a district may budget in 

its transportation fund budget in order to provide for the 

estinated and necessary cost of school bus transportation 

during the ensuing school fiscal year. Any vehicle. the 

operation of which is reimbursed under the rate provisions 

of this schedule, shall be a school bus. as defined b~ this 

title, driven by a qualified driver on a bus route approved 

by the county transportation ca.mi ttee and the 

superintendent of public instruction. 
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(2) The rate per bus eile traveled shalt be deter•ined 

in accordance with the following schedule when the bus is 

used for transportation of eligible transportees: 

(a) 58 ~~ 2Q cents in fiscal i4&6 ~ and 5S ~ ~ 

cents in fiscal i98i !1!1 and each year thereafter per bus 

111ile for a school bus with a rated capacitr of not less than 

12 but not more than 50 children; and 

(b) when the rated capacity is .are than 50 children, 

an additional r £_]£~ cents per bus mile for each additional 

child in the rated capacity in excess of 50 shall be added 

to a base rate of 58 ~~ ~ cents in fiscal i988 1982 and 55 

85 ~~ cents in fiscal i9&i 1983 and each year thereafter per 

bus •i le. 

(3) The rated capacity shall be the number of riding 

positions of a school bus as deter•ined under the policy 

adopted by the board of public education.• 

Section z. Section 20-10-1~2• MCA• is alended to read: 

"20-10-1~2. Schedule of .axiaum reimburse~nt for 

individual transportation. The following rates for 

individual transportation constitute the IIICIX i IIUII 

reimbursement to districts for individual transportation 

from state and county sources of transportation revenue 

under the provisions of zo-10-145 and 20-10-1~6. These rates 

also shall constitute the li•itation of the budgeted a•ounts 

for individual transportation for the ensuing school- fiscal 

-2-
SECOND PRINTING 

"i-/3- S! 

R E F E R E N C E 
HB 655 

B I L L 



2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0655/03 

year. The schedu I es prov i"ded in this section sha 11 not be 

altered by any authority other than the legislature uf the 

state of Montana. When the trustees contract with the parent 

or guardian of any eligible transportee to provide 

individual transportation for each day of school attendance, 

they shall reimburse ·the parent or guardian on the basis of 

the following schedule: 

(1) When a parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees fro• the residence of the parent 

or guardian to a school or to schools located within 3 •iles 

of one another, the total reimburse.ant per day of 

attendance shall be determined by Multiplying the distance 

in miles between the residence and the school, or the most 

distant school if ~ore than one, by z, subtracting 6 miles 

fro• the product so obtained, and MUltiplying the difference 

by iB 20 cents provided that! 

{a) if two or more eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools 

located within 3 miles of one another and if such schools 

are operated by different school districts, th~ total amount 

of the reiMbursement shall be divided equally between the 

districts; 

{b) if two or more eligible transportees are 

transported by a parent or guardian to two or more schools 

located more than 3 miles fro• one anothero the parent or 

-3- HB 655 
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guardian shall be separately reimbursed for transporting the 

eligible transportee or transportees to each school; 

(c) if a parent transports two or more eltgible 

transportees to a school and a bus stop which school and bus 

stop are located within 3 ~iles of one another. the t0tal 

reimbursement shall be deter~ined under the provisions of 

this subsection and shall be divided equally between the 

district operating the school and the district operating the 

bus; 

( dJ if a parent transporting two or acre el1gihle 

transportees to a school or bus stop eust, because of 

varying arrival and departure tiMes, make ~re than one 

round-trip journey to the bus stop or school• the total 

reimbursement allowed by this section sha11 be limited to 

one round trip per day for each scheduled arri~al or 

departure ti•e; 

(e) notwithstanding subsection (l)(a)o (l)(b)• {l)(c)o 

or (lJ(dJo no reimburseeent may be less than 25 cents a day. 

(2) When the parent or guardian transports an eligible 

transportee or transportees fro~ the residence to a bus stop 

of a bus route approved by the trustees for the 

transportation of the transportee or transporteeso the total 

reimbursement per day of attendance shall be determined by 

multiplying the distance in miles between the residence and 

the bus stop by 2o subtracting 3 Miles from the product so 
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obtained, and nultiplying the difference by +& lQ cents 

provided that: 

(a) if the eligible transportees transported ~ttend 

schools in different districts but ride on one bus, the 

districts shall divide the total rei~ursement equally; and 

{bl if the parent or guardian as required to transport 

the eligible transportees to more than one bus, the parent 

or guardian shall be separate] y reimbursed for 

transportation to each bus. 

(3) Where, due to excessive distances, impassable 

roads, or other special circuW~stances of isolation the rates 

prescribed in subsection (11 or CZ) would be an inadequate 

reimDurseeent for the transportation costs or would result 

in a physical hardship for the eligible transportee, his 

parent or guardian aay request an increase in the 

reimbursement rate. Such a request for increased rates due 

to isolation shall be made by the parent or guardian on the 

contract for individual transportation for the ensuing 

school fiscal year by indicating the special facts and 

circumstances which exist to justify the increase. Before 

any increase rate due to isolation can be paid to the 

22 requesting parent or guardian, such rate must ~e approved by 

l3 the county transportation committee and the superintendent 

24 of public instruction after the trustees have indicated 

25 their approval or disapproval. Regardless of the action of 
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the truste~s and when approval is given by the county 

transportation coamittee and the superintendent of public 

instruction, the trustees shall pay such increased rate due 

to isolation. The increased rate shall be 1 l/2 times the 

rate prescribed in subsection (1t above. 

(~t When the isolated conditions of the household 

where an eligible transportee resides require such eligible 

transportee to live away from the household in order to 

attend school, he shall be eligible for the room and board 

reimbursement. Approval to receive the room and board 

reimbursement shall be obtained in the sa.a ~nner 

prescribed in subsection (3) above. The per diea rate for 

room and board shall be •~ S5 for one eligible transportee 

and ~E ~1 for each additional eligible transportee of the 

saae household. 

(5) When the individual transportation provision is to 

be satisfied by supervised home study or supervised 

cor_respondence -study, the reillburseW~ent rate shall be the 

cost of such study, provided that the course of instruction 

is appro~ed by the trustees and super~ised by the district." 

-End-
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April 6, 1981 

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Proposed amendment to House Bill 655, reference copy, as follows: 

1. Page 2, line 9. 
Following: "an additional" 
Strike: "2" 
Insert: "2 l/2" 


