House Bill 647
In The House

February 5, 1981 Introduced and referred
to Committee on Education.

April 23, 1981 Died in Committee.
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LC 2282701

HOUSE BILL NO. __647

INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO REQUIRE PARENTS TGO
SEND A CHILD TO SCHOOL UNTIL THE CHILD REACHES 1é MR UNTIL
HEZ COAPLETES THE 3TH GRADE, WHICHEVEZ TCCURS FIRST; AMENDING

SECTIONS 20-5-102 AND 20-5-103, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 20-5-102y MCAy is amended to read:
®20-5-102« Compulsory enrollment and excusese {1}

Except as provided in subsection {2}s any parente guardiany

or other person who is responsible for the care of any child

wno is 7 vyears of age or older prior to the first day of
school in any schocl fiscal year shall cause the child te be
instructed in the program prescribed by the becard of public
education pursuant: to 20-7-111 until the ¥ater garlier of
the following dates:

{a) the child*s 16th birthday;

{b) the date of completion of the work of the 23th
gradae

(2} Such parents guardians or other person shall
enrcll the child in the schocl 3ssigned ty the +*trustess of
the d4district within the first week of the school term or

when he establishes residence in the district uniess the
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child is:

{a) enrolled in a private institution which provides
instruction in the program prescribed by the becard of pubtic
education pursuant to 20-7T-1ll;

{b) enrollad in a school of another district or state
under any of the tuition provisions of this tities

{c) provided with supervised correspondence study or
supervised home study under the transportation provisions of
this title;

{d) excused from enrcllment in 3 school of the
district when it 1is shown that his bodily or mental
condition does not permit his attendance and +the child
cannot be instructed under the special education provisions
of this title;

{e) excused from compulsory school attendance upon a
dztermination by 2 district judge that such attendance is
not in the best interest of the child; or

{f) excused by the beard of trustees upon a

determination that such attendance by a child who has nat

attained the age of 16 and has noi completed the B8th _grade
is not in tha best interest of the child and the schoole

{3} The excuse provided for in subsection {2}{(d) of
this section shall .be issued by the district superintendent
or the county superintendent when there is no district

superintendent employed bty the districte Whenever an excuse
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is denied by the applicable officialy an appeal of such
decision may be made to the district court of the county
within 10 days after the decision upon giving a bond in the
amount set by the court to pay all costs of the appeala The
decision of the district court shall be finale™

Section 2« Section 20-5-103y MCAe is amended to read:

®20~5-103. Compu]sory attendance and excusese {1)
Except as provided in subsection (2)s any parents guardiang
or other person who is responsible for the care of any child
who is 7 years of age or older prior to the first day of
school in any school fiscal year shall cause the child to
attend the school in which he is enrclled for the schocl
term and each school day therein prescribed by the trustees
of the district until the ¥eter garljer of the following
dates:

ta) the child®s 16th birthday;

{b) the date of completion of the work of the &th
gradae

{2) The provisions of subsection (1) do not apply in
the following cases:

(a) The child has been excused under one of the
conditions specified in 20-5-102.

{b) The child is absent because of illnessy
bereavements or other reason prescribed by the policies of

the trusteess
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(c} The child has been suspended or expelled under the

provisions of 20-5-20Z.%

-End-



