House Bill 644
In The House

February 5, 1981 Introduced and referred
to Committee on Judiciary.

April 23, 1981 - Died in Committee.
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THE GAMBLING ¥A¥S; D NG SLET MACHINESy FREE-HLAY PINBALL

MACHINESy AND FRES-PLA QDNSULE MACHINES; AUTHORIZING ANY

MECHANICAL DEVICE THA / PURPORTS TO SIMULATE AN AUTHORIZED
ACTIVITY UPON APPROVAL BY THE ELECTORS OF A COUNTY; ALLOWING
THE PAYMENT OF CASH BINGG PRIZES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS

23-5~101y 23-5-402y AND 23-5-412y MCA"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 23-5-10ly MCAy is amended to read:
n33-5-10l. Definitionse (1) A slot machine is defined

as a machine operated by inserting & coins tokens chip.

trade checky or paper currency therein by the player and
from the play of which he obtains or may obtain money,
checkss chipsy tokensy or paper currency redeemable in
moneye Ihe term ®slot machine® does pot include a free-play
pinball _machines a _free—play console .machines _or_ __any
machipes _apparatuss electronic devices or piher instrumept
that _purports to simulate a gambling activity that is Jawful
upder. this chaptera Merchandise vending machines where the
element of chance does not enter inte their operation are

not within the provisions of this parte
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{2) 1In addition to their ordinary meaningy the words
"person® ér "persons®, as used in this partes include both
natural and artificial persons and all partnershipss
corporationsy associationss clubsy fraternal orderss and
societiesy including religiouse fraternaly and charitable
organizationse

£3)_A_free-play pinball. pachine _is _defiped a3 a
machipe that upon. . the _insertion _of one_ _or wgore coips
releases__one or wmore ballss to be propelled by means of a
plungers for use _of _the players Upopn _the obtaiping  of
certain scores or  combinations —of pumberss_ tbe machine
reWards the player with a specified pusber _of free  _gamess
allowing _the player %o continue fo play the machine without
the ipsertion of additional coips or tokepss The  free-play
pinball _machine _may net pay out either cash or itokenss apnd
ihe free games or poiots accumulated by the player may _npot
be _redeemable _in mopeys merchandises or anything of wvalueas

{4y A free-play .console pachine is _defined as _a
machines. _the mechanism _of _which.  is encased in a wgodens
metals of plastic cabipets wWith a backboard upon _which _are
certain _combipations. _of pumbers or symbols that the player
pust_matcha The insertion of one or more coins _or itokeps. by
the _player releases 1ibe mechanism and causes two Or more
reels_to spine If ihe reels stop op specified combinationss
matching _those _on_ _the _backboards the wmachine rewards the
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player with a specified pusber of free gamess allowing _tbhe

nogeye merchandises or any itep of waluce™

Section 2. Section 23-5-402y MCAy is amended to read:

n23~5-402s Definitions. As used in this parte unless
the context requires otherwisey the following terms or
phrases shall have the following meanings:

{1l) “bame of chance™ means the specific kind of game
of chance commonly known as:

{a) "bingo%"s in which prizes are awarded on the basis
of designated numbers or symbols on a card which conform to
numbers or symbols selected at randomte_ Binge ipncludes. tbe
game_commonly_koown as kenoe

{b} "raffles”™, which are conducted by drawing for
prizess

{2) “Equipment™ means:

{a2) with respect to bingos the receptacle and numbered
objects drawn from ite the master board upon which such
objects are placed as drawns the cards or sheets bearing
numbers or other designations to be covered and the objects
used to cover thems the boards or signss however operateds

used to announce or display the numbers or designations as
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they are drawns public address systeme and 2all other
articles essential to the operationy conducty and playing of
bingoi or

{b} with respect to raffles, the implements, devicesy
and machines designeds intendeds or used for the conduct of
raffles and the identification of the winning number er unit
and the ticket or other evidence of right to participate in
rafflese®

Section 3. Section 23-5-4124 MCAs iSs amended to read:

u23-5-412. Bingo prizese Binge prizes wmust be in
tangibie personal property emnty-and-net—in Qf moneyy——eeashy
stoeksy—-bondsy——-evidences—-of———indebtednessy—-or——ether
+ntengtble—-personat-preperty and must not exceed the value
of %180 3500 for each individual bingo awarde The price for
an individual bingo card shall not exceed 50 cents. It shall
be unlawful toe in any manners combine any awards so 2as to
increase the ultimate value of such award.™

NEHW_SECTIDNe Section 4« County option -- electronic
gamese A county maye uUpon approval of a majority of the
electors at a general electiony authorize the use within
that county of any machines apparatuss electronic devices or
other instrument that purports teo simulate a gambling
activity that is lawful under this chaptere

NEW _SECTIONe Section 5. County 1licensings A county

approving the use of simulated games pursuant to [section 5}
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may require such machines apparatuss electronic devices or
other instrument to be licenseds License fees collected
under this section shall be deposited in the county general
fundas

Section 6« Codification instructions Sections 5 and 6
are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 23,
chapter 5¢ and the provisions of Title 234 chapter 5y apply
to sections 5 and 6.

Section 7. Severabilitye If a part of this act is
invalids all valid parts that are severable from the invalid
part remain in effecte If a part of this act is invalid in
one or more of its applicationsy the part remains in effect
in all wvalid applications that are severable from the
invalid applicationse

~End-
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