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MACHINES, ANO FREE-PLA' ;oNSOLE MACHINES; AUTHOKIZING ANY 

MECHANICAL DEVICE THA~ PURPORTS TO SIMULATE AN AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVITY UPON APPROVAL BY THE ELECTORS OF A COUNTY; ALLOWING 

THE PAYMENT OF CASH BINGO PRIZES; AND AMENDING SeCTIONS 

23-5-101, 23-5-402, AND 23-5-412, MCA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 23-5-101 9 MCA, Is amended to read: 

•23-5-101. Definitions. Ill A slot ~achine is defined 

as a machine operated by inserting a coin• token, chip, 

trade check, or paper currency therein by the player and 

from the play of Nhich he obtains or may obtain money, 

checks, chips, tokens, or paper currency redeemable in 

money. 

~all ma~bine• a tree-play ~ooso]e macbiDe£__QL___QQ¥ 

~De£-_Q~~L-_e!ectrooi~~-~-instrumenL 

tbQt_purgocts to simulate_a_~mQling_activity tbat_is lawful 

undeL-thi~~~- Merchandise venaing machines where the 

element of chance does not enter into their operation are 

not within the provisions of this part. 
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(2) In addition to their ordinary meaning, the NOrds 

"person" or •persons", as used in this part, include both 

natural and artificial persons and all partnerships, 

corporations, associations, clubs, fraternal orders, and 

societies, including religious, fraternal, and charitable 

organizations. 

iJ.l-A~::Qily_Jljnball macbine is ~fined as _a 

ma~ine_thaX__u»2Q_ tbe jnsertiop of one or more coios 

reJease~~OL- more balls. to be gLaP~by seaps of a 

~~rs fpr use _gf_ tbe plaxer. Upon tbe obtaioiog 0 t 

~tain scor~ _ _nc combjoatlops__gf number~ tbe machine 

~~~ the player witb a specified number of _!Lee games. 

allQx!Dg__tbe playeL-ig_CDQtioue to pl~e_ma~hioe without 

the-i~eLtion of additional coins o[ tokens. Ibe f[ee-pla~ 

1UDll.alL sachin!.;:--ay pot gay out·_eilher cash O[ tokensw apd 

Lhe f[ee gq~[ p 0 ipts accumu]a~by_the-A!aye[ may o 0 t 

b.e.----LedJ::emgble In !Ioney. meu;bapdi se• or anyth~ of va]ug. 

lll A fr~Ll.Y-,llll!iDl.e_machioe_i!>~efiped as.__a 

~pe£_-tbe__mechanism__gf__wbl~~eocased jo a w00deos 

~er:t.aiiL_~gmW.oa:t.illO.:i~IWmbe rs oC symbol s_ttliiL.t.biL.QLlye.c 

1b.!L-Illa¥eL----Lel~eL_i.b.e. mechaPi sm .aw1 causes_:bta_aL-~JQL.e 

J:ecl~_tg_.:;sUD..aJL.t.biL.Ue] s stoil-nnJ"-2tifi..eiL.J:Qmb i pat i ops s 

m~tl.l~t~-UILJbe backboac~b!il macbioe__J:~~he 

-z- l NT R 0 D U C ED B·l L L 
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~layer with a s~eclfied n~of_~gaaes. allowing -tee 

player to continue to play the machine withoyt tbe lnsertjon 

gt_udditlonal cgjos or tgkeos. The free-g)ay cgosgle machjoe 

.ay not pay out either cash or tokens, and the tree game gr 

gglnts accumulated by tbe ~Jayer max not be re~~~--ln 

mane¥• merchandise• gc any item-21-~· 

Section 2. Section 23-5-402, MCA, is amended to read: 

"23-5-402. DeYinitions. As used in this part, unless 

the context requires other~ise, the following terms or 

phrases shall have the Yellowing meanings: 

(1) •Ga~ oY chance• aeans the speciYic kind oY game 

oY chance co.-only known as: 

(a) "bingo•, in which prizes are awarded on the basis 

oY designated numbers or symbols on a card which conform to 

numbers or symbols selected at random~&-Bingg_~~ 

game_~ogmooly known as keno. 

(b) •raffles•, which are conducted by drawing Yor 

prizes. 

(2J •Equipment• means: 

{a) with respect to bingo, the receptacle and numbered 

objects drawn from It, the master board upon which such 

objects are placed as drawn, the cards or sheets bearing 

numbers or other designations to be covered and the objects 

used to cover them• the boards or signs, however operated, 

used to announce or display the numbers or designations as 
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they are drawn, public address system, and all other 

articles essential to the operation, conduct, and playing of 

bingo; or 

{b) with respect to raffles, the implements, devices, 

and machines designed, intended, or used for the conduct of 

raffles and the identification of the winning number or unit 

and the ticket or other evidence of right to participate in 

rafYles.• 

Section 3. Section 23-5-412, HCA 9 is amended to read: 

"23-5-412. Bingo prizes. Bingo prizes must be in 

tangible personal p~operty en+y-aftd-net-+n Q£ moneyy--ee~h• 

~ee~~.---beft4sy---ew~deftee,---e~---+nde&tedne,,.--e~--etn~ 

~nten~+b+e-pe~sene+-~~eperty and must not exceed the value 

of $~&8 ~ tor each individual bingo awa~d· The price for 

an individual bingo card shall not exceed 50 cents. It shall 

be unlawful to, in any manner, combine any awards so as to 

increase the ultimate value o~ such a~ard.• 

HfK_SftiiDBa Section ~. County option -- electronic 

games. A county may, upon approval of a majority of the 

electors at a general election, authorize the use within 

that county of any machine, apparatus, electronic device. or 

other instrument that purports to simulate a gambling 

activity that Is lawful under this chapter. 

~SECTION. Section 5. County licensing. A county 

approving the use oY simulated games pursuant to [section 5] 

-4-
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1 may require such machine, apparatus, electronic device, or 

2 other instrument to be licensed. License fees collected 

3 under this section shall be deposited in the county general 

4 fund. 

5 Section &. Codification instruction. Sections 5 and 6 

b are intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 23 9 

7 chapter 5, and the provisions of Title 239 chapter 5, apply 

8 to sections 5 and &. 

9 Section 7• Severability. If a part of this act is 

10 invalid, all valid parts that are severable from the invalid 

11 part remain in effect. If a part of this act is invalid in 

12 one or more of its applications, the part remains in effect 

13 in all valid applications that are severable from the 

14 invalid applications. 

-End-
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