
February 3, 1981 

April 1, 1981 

House Bill 623 

In The House 

Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Appropriations. 

Committee recommend bill 
do not pass. 
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BILL NO.~~ 
' An~ -~~ -~h ~- ~~.~ 

/0' d,vjtf -~ 
TO CREATE A DISPLACED 

HOMEMAKER PROGRAM AND PROVIDING FOR AN APPROPRIATION; 

AMENDI~G SECTION 25-1-201, MCA.• ~~ 

WHEREAS, the legislature finds that th~re are an 

increasing number of persons In the state who, being in 

tn~ir middle years and havina fulfilled the role of 

home~aker, find themselves displaced because of dissolution 

of marriage, death or disability of spouse, or other loss of 

family income; and 

WHEREAS, the 1 egi sl ature finds that displaced 

homemakers have a greatly reduced income and a high rate of 

unemployment due to age, education, or lack of paid work 

experience and are likely to be ineligible for social 

sgcurity benefits, unemployment compensation, medicaid, and 

other health insurance benefits or pension plans of the 

spouse; and 

WHER~AS, the legislature finds that homemakers are an 

unrecognized part of the work f3rce who make an invaluable 

contrioution to the welfare of the society as a whole. 

6E IT ~hACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TH~ STATE DF MONTANA: 
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LC 0411/01 

HfH-iE~ Section 1• Short title. [Sections 1 

through 10] may be cited as the •Displaced Homemaker ~ct•. 

~~~ Section 2. Purpose. It is the intention 

of the legislature to provide necessary counseling, 

training, jobs, services. and health care for displaced 

ho~emakers so they may achieve independence and the economic 

security vital to a productive life. 

HEW SECIIOH& Section 3. Definitions• As used 

[sections 1 through 10]• the following definitions apply: 

(1) •Displaced homemaker" means an individual who: 

in 

(a} has worked in the home for at least 7 years 

providing unpaid household services for family ~embers; 

(b) is not gainfully employed or is unde~employed; 

(c) has had or would have difficulty securing paid 

employment; and 

(d) was dependent on th~ income of another family 

~ember but is no longer supported by such income or was 

dependent on federal assistance but is no longer eligible 

for such assistance. 

(2) "Commissioner• means the commissioner of the 

department of labor and industry. 

~fW SECTION. Section 4• Multipurpose service programs 

for displaced homemakers administrators. ( 1) The 

commissioner may establish multipurpose service programs for 

displaced homemakers and may enter into contracts with and 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
-2-

Hl3 (e,~.3 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

!tfJ:' 

21' . 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0411/01 

make grants to nonprofit agencies or organizations, public 

or private, to establish, organize, and administer the 

programs described in (section 5]. 

( 2) The collhlliss.J-oner shall contract with an 

administrator for each program• 

NEW SECUOfja; SecUofl 5;; Progra11s 

homemakers. (1) ttte prograllis shall 

to a~td dlspl'aced 

be developed ht 

cooperation with federal• state~ and local agencies arid with 

private employers tn order to coordinate efforts directed 

toward enabling the dl spl aced hetnemak'er to maintain economic 

security and etiOtf'onal veli-b&1ng and t!O avoid umrecessary 

duplication of serv'kes.r 

(21 The servte~s may im:lude but are not 1 tmited to: 

(a) job cour.s~'frng services that are: 

( i} speciftcaliy designed for dtsplaced h6'nler.akers by 

taking into account and buildrng upon their skills and 

experiences; and 

f i i) operated to counsel' cfi spla<:ed homemakers with 

respect to appropriate Job opportunities; 

·rt~t jotl ti'"aihFng and jo& p-l"acement services that: 

''{i) itlclu~ •tri!inin~ ~l:l placement prograas for Jobs 

in the publ'te an<f pr til' ate stktors ~-

{I i) assht dtsP.l'aced hollelllakers i'n gal ni n-g admi'ssl on 

to exlstin·g public or pri'vate Job trahHng and eoocational 

progra11s; and 
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(iii) assist in identifying community needs and 

creating new jobs in the public and private sectors. 

{C) referral to or development of proqrams for 

displaced homemakers in cooperation with local aqencies that 

provide information and assistance with respect to healtn 

care, financial matters, education, nutrition9 and legal 

problems; 

(d) support services• such as: 

( i) day care for preschool children; 

( i i} transportation assistance; and 

(iii) grants for education. 

(e) development of outreach programs to serve rural 

areas where needs for such progra11s have been identified• 

;~EW SECIIO(b. Section 6. Rulemaking duties of the 

commlssioner. The COIIUiiissioner, with the advice of other 

organizations and ~gencies who provide services to displaced 

ho~akers. shall adopt rules: 

(1} concerning the eligibility of persons who may be 

served by the program; 

(2) concerni~ng a slIding fee schedule for program 

services; 

(3} concernfng criteria for maki'ng grants as provided 

for in {section 4]1 an~ 

(4) necessary to carry out the provisions of [sections 

1 throu9h 1C)• 

-4-
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1 «fH_SECTIOH. Section 7. Acceptance of funds by 

2 administrator of local program. The administrator of the 

3 local displaced homemaker program may accepto use, ana 

4 dispose of other grants or contributions of money, services, 

5 and property for the purpose of carrying out the provisions 

6 of [sections 1 through 10]. 

1 UfA-Sf~• Section s. ~valuation of multipurpose 

8 service programs reports to the commissioner. The 

9 administrator of each designated program established under 

10 [sections 1 through 9] shall report annually to the 

ll ccmooissioner as prescribed by rule, which report must 

12 include: 

13 (1) an evaluation of the effectiveness of the 

14 program's job counseling, training, placement referral, 

15 support, and outreach services to displaced homemakers~ and 

16 (2) an accounting of all expenditures. 

11 ~fa_SfkllQH£ S2ction 9. Staff of service programs. To 

16 the extent possible, supervisory, technical, and 

19 administrative positions in the multipurpose service 

20 proqrams shall oe filled by displaced homemakers. 

21 ~SfLI~ Section 10. Partial funding from the 

22 local community. Twenty-five percent of the operational 

23 costs of a displaced homemaker program must come from thci 

24 1 ocal community served by tt:e proqrdm; the 1 ocal 

25 contribution may include in-kind contributions. 

-5-
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Section 11. Section 25-1-201, MCAo is amended to read: 

"25-1-201. Fees of clerk of district court. (1) The 

clerk of the district court shall collect the followinq 

f~es: 

(a) at the commencement of each action or proceeding, 

frolli the plaintiff or petitioner, i20; ~nd for filing a 

complaint in intervention, from the intervenor. $20; ~D 

adaitiaDal fee_-f2L_ filing _a__petjtlon_f2L-Qissolutlon gf 

mar::Lia~ua.J.lll 

(b) from each defendant or respondent 9 on his 

appearance 9 $10; 

(c) on the entry of judgment, from the prevailing 

party, S1C; 

(d) for preparing copies of papers on file In his 

office, 25 cents per page; 

(e) for each certificate or oath and jurat, with seal, 

50 cents; 

{f) for oath and jurat, with seal, 50 cents; 

(g) for administering oath, 25 cents; 

(h) for taking depositions, per folio, 20 cents; 

(i) fer filing and docketing a transcript of judgm~nt 

or abstract of judgment from all other courts, S5; 

(j) for issuing an execution or order of sale on a 

foreclosure of a lien, S2; 

(k) for transmission of records or files or transfer 

-c.-
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received by 

{n) on til<! •f.ilJng of' <JO appHcation ·for .iftformaJ,, 

fon11a~.. or super vi sed probate or f-or the appointment of a 

personal representat-i-ve or the filing of a petit·ion for the 

appointment of a guardian 41" conservator, from the a4>p1c1cant 

or petitioner, $35, .which inc1udes the fee for filing a wiFI 

for probate. 

(Z) i'~~1'et>eent 6Jccept. as p-rotlfded i·o SJtb!i@Ct.ioo 

b¥ the clerk af' the dJ strict 

court shall be deposi-~ed -1-n and credited to the general fund 

of the county. The remaining portion of ·the fees shall be 

remitted to the stat~ to be deposited as pro~ided In 

19-5-404. 

.l,ti_ :The ad4i1:r.iQO.BI ·fe.e ifgr HUng -L pe&Jt;j,go fQ£ 

~lutjgo of marrja<;:e :;hst]l be ~tWO&i:ted jo the g.jneral 

~-
Sect Jon 12 •. -AppropriatJnn. There is appropriated from 

the<.;geqeral fund 4o tne >depart~aent of 1 aiJDr and ioaust1'"-y the 

sum of $~00.000 ,tor $he b-i-ennium ending .June 3C, 1:9t'3, to 

fund the d·i .sp.l aced homeJRaker :pro'}r d1ll6.e 

-End-
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