
House Bill 570 .. 
In The House 

January 29, 1981 Introduced and referred 
to Committee on Appropriations. 

April 23, 1981 Died in committee . 
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INTR'JOUCEO BY ~~~~~J~ 
A BILL FOR AH ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO 

TI-lE RECLAMATION DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LANDS 

FROII THE RESOURCE INDEMNITY TRUST INTER.':ST ACCIJUI';T TO 

CONDUCT A STUDY OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF COAL MINING AND 

RECLAMATIJ~ OPERATIONS ON QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF WATER IN 

THE SURROUNDING GROUND-KATE~ SYSTEMS·• 

BE IT ENACTED SY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE ST~T~ OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Appropriation. TherP. is appropriated from 

the resource inde~nity trust interest account to the 

reclamation division of the department of state lands the 

sum of S200,000 for the biennium ending June 30, 1983, for 

the purpose of conducting th"l study .jescribed in section 2. 

Secti~n 2. Study of coal impact on hydrologic system. 

(1) The reclamation division of the department of state 

land..; sLall design a stuay to meet its needs in determining 

the prooable consequences of coal mining and reclamation 

opP.rations, both on and off the min2 site, to the hydrologic 

syst~m, in particular, the quantity and quality of water, 

including the dissolved and 

ground-water systems under 

divisi0n shall collect data 

suspended solids, in the 

seasonal flow conditions. The 

fro;,; the mine site e>nd 
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surrounding areas sufficient to determine the cumulative 

impacts of all anticipated mining in the area upon the 

hydrologic systems of the area, In particular upon ~ater 

availability. The study and data gathering are Intended to 

suppleMent cr cocple~nt the data and material submitted 

with the application for a per~it. 

(2) The reclamation division may e~ploy Independent 

consultants to do part or all of the study. However, the 

reclamation division shall supervise the studyt including 

tha sco~e of work, methodology, reporting procedures, 

schedules, and progress reports. 

Section 3. Permitting to continue. This act is not 

intended to impose a moratorium on coal mining or to cause 

a delay in the processing of permit applications. 

Section 4• If __ Bill No __ [LC 1008] fs passed and 

approved, any reference in this act to the •recla.ation 

division of the department of state lands• or •reclamation 

division" must be changed to tha •department of natural 

resources and conservation•. 

-End-
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