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Introduced and reforred to 
C01ami t tee on !Uqhways and 
Transportation •. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members • desks. 

second reading, do pas$. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, 90; Noes, 9. 
Transmitted to Sen•te. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on ltiqhways and 
Transportation. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Motion pass consideration. 

Second roacHng, coneurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 34J Noes, 14. 
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Delivered to Governor. 

Returned from Governor with 
recoe.rmended antenc1ment.s. 

Second reading, C".overnor' o 
amendments concurred in. 

On m.otion rulea suspended 
and bill plaoed on third 
reading this day. 

Third readin9, c.overnor•s 
amendments concurred in. 
Ayes, 99J Noes, 2. Tran$• 
mittod to Senate. 

IN TffE SENATE 

Bill received from House, 

Second reading, Cove.rnor • s 
amendments ooncurred in. 

Third reading, c~vernor•s 
amendments concurred in. 
Ayes 1 4 7 ' NOtUS , 0 • 

IN THE HOUSE 

Returned from Senate. Con­
curred in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A <II LL rG:l AN ACT EfH T:.jEo: v "A \I ACT TO 1\LLn;·• S I ,,S OR 

DISPLAYS THAT ADVE~TISE CULTURAL EXHIBITS OF NONPROFIT 

" HISTG~ICAL :R~AhlZATICNS TO BE ERECTED I~ PPGXI~ITY To 

7 Iii GH,<AYS; AMENDING SEC TID;• 75-15-111 0 MCA." 

a 

2E IT E~ACTED 8Y TH~ LEGISLATURE OF TH~ STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 75-15-lllr MCAt is amended tu read: 

11 "75-15-111. Outdoor advertising 'Jrohibited in 

12 proximity to hiqhway -- exceptions. (1] Outdoor 2dvertising 

13 lil<JY not be erected ::~r illaint«ined which is "ithfn 660 fe<et of 

14 th~ nearest ~dJe of the right-of-way and which is visible 

from any placa on the main-traveled way of an interstate or 

16 ?rimary system except: 

l7 {a) directional and other official signs and notices, 

1 ': . ,.hich signs and notices include but are not lilllited to signs 

19 and nctices pertaining to natural wonders and sc9nic and 

z·J historical attractions. as authorized or required by law; 

21 (n] signs, dis~.lays, and devices advertising thee sal-) 

2i or lPase of property upon which they are located; 

23 (c) signs, dis;:>layso and devices ,-;averti sins; 

24 activitits conducted on the ~roperty upon which they are 

25 located; 
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(d) signs, displays, and devices located in areas 

which are zoned industrial or commercial by a bona fide 

state, county, or local zoning authority; 

(e) sisns, dis;:>lays, and devices located in unzoned 

coc.~merci<1l or industrial areas, which areas shall be 

determined from actual land uses and by agreement between 

the de~artment of highways and the secretary and defined by 

rules adopted by the commission. The exception granted by 

~his subsection shall not apply to si~ns, oisplayso and 

de vi c12s 1 ocated within an unzoned area in which the 

commercial or industrial activity used in defining the area 

has ceased for a period of 9 months. 

Lfi--~gns__QL _ _d~~~-_a~L~l~---tb~-~1tULal 

~b~~Qf-02~LQfiL-bl~1g~QLg~njzatjQo~ 

(2) Outdoor advertising authorized under subsections 

(a)r (d), and (e) of (1) of this section shall conform with 

standards contained in and shall bear permf ts re-'u ired in 

rules which are adopted by the commission and this part • 

(3) Outdoor advertisinq may not be erected or 

maintained beyond 660 feet of the nearest edge of the 

riqht-of-way of an interstate or primary hiqhway outsiae of 

an urban area if such outdoor advertisin~ is or was erEctec 

witn the purpvse. of its messaga being read from suet> 

main-~raveled W3Y and visible from such main-traveled way 

unless such outdoor advertisin~ meets the criteri~ of 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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1 subsections (a), (b)y or (c) of (1) of this section. Should 

2 such outdoor advertising meet said criteria. it shall 

3 conform with standards cont3ined in rul~s which are adopted 

4 by the commissior. and this part.n 

-End-

-3-
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

HOUSE Bill NO. 547 activities conducted on the property upon which they are 

2 INTROuUCEO BY C. SMITH, OCHSNER, CONROY, FEDAt 2 located; 

] OEVliNo HAFFERMANo HAMMOND, GRAHAM, ZAB~OCKI, 3 (d) sio:~ns, displays., and dev1ces located in areas 

4 KEYSER, CURTISS, SWITZER 4 which are zoned industrial or commercial by a bona fide 

5 'j state• county. or local loning authority; 

6 A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED; MAN ACT TO ALLOW SIGN5 OR 6 (e) signs, d1splays, and devices located in unzoned 

7 DISPLAYS THAT AOVE~TISE CULTURAL EXHIBIT~ OF NONPROfiT 7 commercial or industrial areas, which areas shall oe 

8 HISTORICAL Q~~g~ ORGANIZATIONS TO BE ERECTED IN PROXIMITY a determ1ned from actual land uses and by agreement bet~een 

9 TO HIGHWAY~; AMENDING SECTION 75-15-lll, HCA." 9 the department of highways and the secretary and defined oy 

10 10 rules adopted by the commission. The exception granted oy 

l1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 11 this subsection shall not apply to signs, displays, and 

12 Section 1. Section 75-15-lllo MCA, is amended to read: 12 devices located within an unzonea area in which the 

lJ "75-15-lll. Outdoor advertising prohibtted in 13 colltfllercial or industrial activity used tn defining the area 

14 proxtmity to htghway -- excepttons. (1) Outdoor advertising 14 has ceased for a per1od of 9 months. 

15 may not be erected or maintained which is within 660 feet of 15 ifl--~i~~--Q£ __ di~el~y~ ___ adv~rti~~9---1~~---~~!1~r2! 

16 the nearest edge of the right-of-way and which is visible lb ~i£i!~_2l-~Q~fi!~iSt2£i~~ OR_~!~ 2£92ni~~!i£n~ 

17 from any place on the main-traveled way of an interstate or 17 (2) Outdoor advertising authorized under subsections 

18 primary system except: 18 (a)• {d), and (e) of (1) of th1s section shall conform with 

19 I a) directional and other official si~ns and notices, 19 standards contained in and shall bear permits required in 

20 which signs and notices include but are not limited to stgns 20 rules which ar~ adopted by the commission and this part. 

21 and notices pertaininq to natural wonders and scenic and 21 (3) uutdoor advertising may not be erected or 

22 historical attractions, as authorized or required by law; 22 matntained beyond 660 feet of the nearest edge of the 

l3 (b) signso displays, and devices advertiSing the sale 23 ri~ht-of-way of an interstate or primary highway outside of 

l4 or lease of property upon which they are located; 24 an urban area if suLh outdoor advertising is or was erected 

2S (c) s.1gns.o dtsplays, and devices adverti;,ing 25 with the purpose of its message being read from such 

-2- HB 547 
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main-traveled way and visible from such main-trav~led way 

'l unless such outdoor adverttsinq meets the criteria of 

3 subsections (a,, (b}• or (c) of (lJ of this section. Should 

4 such outdoor advertising meet said cr1ter1ao it sha 11 

5 conform with standards contained in rules wh1ch ar~ aoopt~d 

6 by the commission ana this part.n 

-End-

-3- HB 547 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 547 

INTRODUCf:D dY C. SMITH, CCHSN~I!:, CONROY, FEOAr 

DEVLIN, HAFFERM~N, HAMMOND, GRAHAM, ZABROCKI, 

KEYSER, CURTiss, S~ITltR 

A ~ILL FOR AN ACT ENTJ<LE0: "AN ~CT TO ALLOW SIGN~ ~R 

JI5PLAYS THAT ADVE'T!St CULTURAL EXHIBITS OF NONPROFIT 

HI)TJRIC~l ~~E_TS JFCANIZATIONS TCJ 3E ERECfEO IN PROXIMITY 

TO HIGHWAYS; AI'IENDPlG SECT ION 75-1~-11 it NCA." 

aE IT E~ACTEO 3Y THF LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE JF MONTaNA: 

Sectie>n 1. S-.ction 75-15-1ll• i'ICAt is dlllended to ~ead: 

"7~-15-111. Outdoor advertising prohibited in 

prJximity to highway-- exceptions. (l) Outooor advertisinq 

may not oe ~·rected o~ maintained which is within 660 feet of 

th~ nearest edye of the right-of-way and which is visible 

from any pl1ce on the m'in-traveled way of an interstato or 

pri~ary system Pxcept: 

(a) directional and other official si~ns and notices. 

which si]nS anc notires include but are not l1mited to signs 

and nntices pertainin~ to nAtural wonders and scenic and 

historical attr~cttons9 as dUthorized or required by l~w; 

(!,) c;J \rns.' rltsplays, and devices adverttsing th~ &al~ 

or L~ase of "Jr')pcrty U;>On which th2y an locdt•'<i; 

( c J signs, displays, <Jnd dt?.vic£:> adv-cr tis inq 
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activities conducteJ on the property upon which they are 

located; 

(d) si~ns. di5plays. and devices located in .areas 

which are zoned industrial or commercial by a bona fide 

state. county, or local zoning authority; 

(<:] si]ns, displays. and devices located in unzoned 

commercial or industrial are .as .. which areas shall be 

determined from actual land uses and by agreement between 

the department of hiohways and the secretary and defined by 

rules adopt~J ~y the commission. The exception granted by 

this subsectian shall not apply to signs, displays, and 

devices 1 :>catcod within an unzoned area in which the 

commPrcidl or industrial activity used in defining the a r-ed 

has ceased for a ~eriod of 9 months. 

ifl __ ~l~ _ _Q£ __ ~i~gl~y_s ___ ady~~!i~ing_ __ lb~---~ul!~l 

exbi2ll~_Q!_~~QL2lil_blsto~ical DR_AR!~ QL9~ni~~tion~~ 

(2 J CJutdoor advertising authorized under subsections 

(a), (d)t dnd (e] of ( l) of this section shall conform with 

stanJards contained in and shall bear permits required in 

rules wh ic"t are ad.~pte.1 by the commission and this pdrt. 

(3) Outdoor ~~vertising may not be erected or 

maintai n"d b{;·ton.j t6•. feet of tne nearest edge of the 

rioht-of-wJy of dn interstate or primary highway outside of 

an urbdn ar-ea if such outdoor adve..-tisin"-! is or was erected 

~ith the purpose of its message being r<''dC from sucO, 

-2- HP. 547 
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1 main-traveled way and visible from such main-traveled way 

2 

3 

4 

"i 

unless such outdoor advertising meets the criterJa of 

subsections (a) • (b)o or- (c) of (l) of this section. Should 

such outdoor- advertising meet said cr-iteriao it shal 1 

confor-m with standards contained in rules which are adopted 

6 by the commission anc1 this part." 

-End-

-3- H8 "i47 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 547 

INTRODUCED BY C. SMITH, OCHSNER, CONROY, FEOA, 

DEVLIN, HAFFERMANt HAMMOND, GRAHAM, lABROCKI, 

KEYSER, CURTJSSt SWITZER 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED< "AN ACT TO AllOW SIGNS OR 

DISPLAYS THAT ADVERTISE CULTURAL EXHIBITS Of NONPROFIT 

HISTORICAL Q~~TS DRGANilATIONS TO BE ERECTED IN PROXIMITY 

TO HIGHWAYS; AMENDING SECTION 15-15-lllt MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED dY THE lEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-15-lllo H(A, is amended to read: 

•75-15-lll. Outdoor advertising prohibited in 

proxi~ety to highway -- exceptions. {1) Outdoor advertising 

may not be erected or maintained which is within 660 feet of 

the nearest edge of the right-of-way and ~hich is visible 

from any place on the main-traveled way of an interstate or 

primary system except: 

(a) directional and other official signs and notices, 

~hich signs and notices include but are not li~ited to signs 

and notices pertaintng to natural wonders and scenic and 

nistorical attractions, as authorized or required by law; 

(b) signs, displays, and devices advertising the sale 

or lease of ~roperty upon cnech they are located; 

(c) segnso displays, and devices advertising 
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activities conducted on the property upon ~hich they are 

located; 

{d) signs, displays. and devices located in areas 

which are zoned industrial or co~rcial by a bona fide 

stateo county, or local zoning authority; 

{et signs, displays. and devices located in unzoned 

co-ere i al or industrial areas. which areas shall be 

determined from actual land uses and by agreement between 

the department of highways and the secretar~ and defined oy 

rules adopted by the commission. The 

this sutsection shall not apply 

devices located within an unzoned 

exception granted by 

to signs, displays. and 

area in which the 

commercial or industrial activity used in defining the area 

has ceased for a period of 9 months. 

ifl--ll~--2!-~2.!2.r! __ ~~r ttil!!9__!.!:!~ cultural 

~!.!!its of_!!~f!rOfiLJ:!l!.!2~ical OR_ARTS 2rgani~~~ 

(2) Outdoor advertising authorized under subsections 

(a)• (d)t and (e) of (1) of this section shall confDf"• with 

standards contained en and shall bear permits required in 

rules which are adopted by the c~ission and this part. 

(~I Outdoor advertising ~ay not be erected or 

naentaoned beyond 660 feet of the nearest edge of the 

right-of-way of an interstate or primary highway outside of 

an urban area if such outdoor advertising is or was erected 

with the purpose of its message being read from such 

-2- H3 547 
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1 main-traveled way and visible from such main-traveled way 

l unless such outdoor advertising meets the criteria of 

3 subsections (a)o (O)o or (c) of (1) ~f this section. Should 

4 such outdo~r advertising fieet said criteria• it shall 

5 conform with standards contained in rules which are adopted 

6 by the co.uission and this part.• 

-End-

-3- H8 547 
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March 31, 1981 

PROPOSED GOVERNOR'S AHENDMENT TO HOUSE BILL NO. 547; 
REFERENCE COPY AS FOLLmvS: 

1. Page 2, Line 16 
Following: "organizations" 
Insert: "if the signs or displays conform with the 

standards provided in Title 23, Code of Federal 
Regulations, section 750, subpart B." 

. ~ .. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 547 

INTRODUCED BY C. SMITH, OCHSNERo CONROY, fEOAo 

OEVllNo HAFFERHANo HAMMONDo GRAHAM, lABROCKio 

KEYSER, CURTISS, SWITZER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: *AN ACT TO ALLOW SIGNS OR 

DISPLAYS THAT ADVERTISE CULTURAL EXHIBITS OF NONPROFIT 

HISTORICAL QR ARTS ORGANIZATIONS TO BE ERECTED IN PROXIMITY 

TO HIGHWAYS; AMENDING SECTION 75-15-lllo MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 75-15-lllo HCAt is a.-ended to read: 

•75-15-111· Outdoor adver~ i s i ng prohibited in 

proxi•ity to hiqhway -- exceptions. (11 Outdoor advertising 

may not be erected or Maintained which is ~ithin 660 feet of 

the nearest edge of the right-of-way and whicl\ is visible 

from any place on the aain-traveled way of an interstate or 

primary syste• except: 

(a) directional and other official signs and notices. 

which signs and notices include but are not liaited to signs 

and notices pertaining to natural ~enders and scenic and 

historical attracti onso as authorized or required by laoo; 

(b) signso displays, and devices advertising the sale 

or lease of property upon which they are located; 

(c) signso displays. and devices adver-tising 

1 

2 

3 

.. 
s 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

l'o 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

zz 
23 

24 

25 

HB 0547/03 

activities conducted on ~he property upon ~ich they are 

located; 

(d) siqnso displays. and devices located in areas 

which are zoned industrial or co.-ercial by a bona fide 

stateo county• or local zoning authority; 

(e) signs, displays• and devices located in unzoned 

co111111ercial or industrial areas. ~hich areas shall be 

deter•ined from actual land uses and by agree•ent between 

the depart•ent of highways and the secretary and defined by 

rules adopted by the co.mission• The exception granted by 

this subsection shall not apply to signs, displays, and 

devices located within an unzoned area in which the 

commercial or industrial activity used in defining the area 

has ceased for- a period of 9 MOnths. 

1!1-2l!JM_-2.!......-ID.l!:~ adVerti§illg___ihe cul!ural 

exhl~its of nonprofit historical 9!_!~ organizations IF 

THE SIGNS OR DISPLAYS CONFORM WITH THE STANDARDS PROVIDED IN 

TITlf-£1L-£QDE OF FEDERAl REGUlATIONSt SECTION 750, SUBPART 

a. 

(2) Outdoor advertising authorized under subsections 

(a)• (d)o and (e) of {1) of this section shall confor• with 

standards contained in and shall bear permits required in 

rules which are adopted by the COMMission and this par-t. 

(3} Outdoor advertising .ay not be er-ected or 

•aintained beyond 660 feet of the nearest edge of the 

-2- HB 5it7 
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l ri9ht-of-vay of an interstate or primary highway outside of 

2 an urban area if such outdoor advertising is or was erected 

3 with the purpose of its .assage being read fra. such 

4 •ain-traveled way and visible froa such •ain-traveled way 

S unless such outdoor advertising Deets the criteria of 

6 subsections (a)• (b)• or {c) of (1) of this section• Should 

1 such outdoor advertising ..at said criteria. it shall 

8 confor• with standards contained in rules which are adopted 

9 by the coa.ission and this part.• 

-End-

-3- HB 51t7 



§btl' of 1Huutana 
(J)ffin· uf tl!l' (fJu\H'nwr 

Hdrua :i~lli.2ll 

TED SCHWINDEr\ 
GOVER:-; OR 

The Honorable Jean A. Turnage 
President of the Senate 
State Capitol 
Helena, Nontana 59620 

The Honorable Robert L. Marks 
Speaker of the House 
State Capitol 
Helena, Montana 59620 

March 31, 1981 

Dear Senator Turnage and Representative Marks: 

In accordance with the power vested in me as Governor 
by the Constitution and laws of the State of Montana, I 
hereby return House Bill Ho. 547, "AN ACT TO ALLOW SIGNS 
OR DISPLAYS THAT ADVERTISE CULTURAL EXHIBITS OF NONPROFIT 
HISTORICAL OR ARTS ORGANIZATIONS TO BE ERECTED IN PROXIMITY 
TO HIGHWAYS; AMENDING SECTION 75-15-111, MCA," without my 
signature and recommend the attached amendment for the 
following reasons. 

House Bill No. 547 as adopted allows the erection of 
signs or displays advertising cultural exhibits of nonprofit 
historical or arts organizations along highways without the 
imposition of any standards on size, location, or content. 
I know the bill was prompted by a desire to save the Range 
Rider Museum sign near Broadus, Montana. I support the con­
cept of permitting advertising of Montana's cultural exhibits 
and have directed the Department of Highways to develop alter­
native locations for the Range Rider Sign. However, the exist­
ence of one illegal sign is not the issue here. The problem, 
if this bill is enacted without amendment, is that Montana's 
law will be less restrictive than federal law and for that 
reason Montana will fail to comply with federal requirements. 

Under the federal outdoor advertising act, states which 
have less restrictive standards than those provided by federal 
law or regulations are subject to a 10 percent reduction in 
federal funds apportioned to the state. 



Senator Turnage and Representative Marks 
Narch 31, 1981 
Page Two 

The pertinent part of the federal statute is: 

(b) Federal-aid highway funds appor­
tioned ... to any State which the Sec­
retary determines has not made provi­
sion for effective control of the erec­
tion and maintenance along the Interstate 
System and the primary system of outdoor 
advertising signs, displays, and devices 
•.. shall be reduced by amounts equal to 
10 per centum of the amounts which would 
otherwise be apportioned to such State 
under section 104 of this title, until 
such time as such State shall provide 
for such effective control. 23 u.s.c. 
Sec. 131 

In fiscal year 1981, Montana was apportioned $82,851,161 
in federal highway funds. Over $8 million would be jeopar~ 
dized by the enactment of this bill. 

I share your frustration with federal interference and 
regulation of state concerns. I am, however, very concerned 
with .the loss of highway funding. As I mentioned in my trans­
portation message on March 3, Montana•s highways are in de­
plorable condition. The highway system is losing the race 
against inflation. As executive officer of this State, I can­
not justify gambling $8 million of Montana's share of federal 
funds. 

It is clear that I would risk those funds if I did not act. 
Today, I received a telegram from President Reagan's newly ap­
pointed Federal Highway Administrator, Ray Barnhart. He informed 
me that if this bill is signed into law unamended he would have 
no choice but to withhold part of the federal aid funds to 
Montana, as has already been done in at least five states. 

In 1977, South Dakota permanently lost $4.3 million for 
failure to comply with the federal government after taking the 
issue to the u.s. Supreme Court. In the four other states -
Vermont, New York, Alabama and Oklahoma - federal funds were 
-withheld and only restored after the states brought their laws 
into compliance with the federal law. 

The Legislature may be willing to risk a costly legal 
battle or the loss of these necessary funds to satisfy tb2ir 
frustration over federal laws, but I do not think this would 
be in the best interests of the people of Montana. The battle 
over federal domination of state decisions needs to be fought, 



Senator Turnage and Representative Narks 
Narch 31, 1981 
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but can only be successful if we choose those cases where the 
issues are of key importance to Montana and where our legal 
position is sound. This is clearly not the case with H.B. 
547. 

The amendment I propose will permit cultural signs in 
locations where they are not now permitted. The federal stan­
dards for such signs are in some ways less restrictive than 
present Hontana law. The adoption of the amendment will re­
sult in compliance with federal requirements to assure full 
funding of Montana's highway projects and also allow the ad­
vertising of cultural exhibits in many new locations. 

I urge your concurrence in this amendment. 

Since7ely, 

," --~c;~~f1 / -~;~:~tH r ~~ \..--~ ' ' (/t..t: 
TED SCHWINDEN 
Governor 

' ·-


