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540 ___ HOUSE BILL NOo 

INTRODUCED BY ~----------------
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT FOR ADJUSTING THE 

REGISTRATION DATE FOR AIRCRAFT TO ELIHINATE CONFLICTS WITH 

OTHE~ TAXATION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIO~S 15-24-304, 67-3-201, 

ANO 67-3-202, ~CA.• 

BE IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-24-3049 MCA, is amended to read: 

"15-24-304. Prorated taxes aircraft. A person who 

acquires an aircraft required to be registered under 

subsections (2) through (6) of 67-3-201 after He~~"-i ~-1 

in any year shall register the aircraft within 30 d3ys of 

acquiring it. The county assessor shall prorate the personal 

property tax due on the aircraft for the remaining portion 

of the year in the manner provided in 15-24-303.• 

Section 2• Section 67-3-201, MCA, is amended to read: 

"67-3-201. Aircraft registration and 1 icensing. (1) 

Except as provided in 67-3-102, a person may not operate or 

cause or authorize to be operated a civil aircraft within 

this state unless the aircraft has an appropriate effective 

license, certificate, or permit issued by the United States 

governoT.ent which has been registered with the department and 

the registration with the department is in force. 
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(2) Aircraft customarily kept in this state shall be 

registered with the department~ which may charge a fee 

therefor of not more than $10· The registration shall be 

renewed annually on or before Me~eh-~ ~l each year. 

(3) Section 67-3-202 and subsections (2) through (6) 

of this section shall not apply to: 

(a) aircraft owned and operated by the federal 

government, the state, or any political subdivision thereof; 

(b) aircraft owned and held by an aircraft dealer 

solely for the purpose of resale; 

(c) aircraft operated by an airline company and 

regularly scheduled for the primary purpose of carrying 

persons or property for hire in interstate or international 

transportation; or 

(d) dismantled or otherwise nonflyable aircraft. 

(4) An aircraft shall be registered as property within 

a particular county of the state. This county shall be the 

county of the owner's principal residence, if the owner is a 

natural person, or the owner's principal place of doing 

business in the state, if the owner is not a natural person. 

However, if the owner declares by affidavit that the 

aircraft is customarily kept at a landing facility in 

another county within the state, he may reqister the 

aircraft as property within such other county. 

(5) Except as provided in 15-6-210, all aircraft shall 

N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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be subject to all state, county, and school district tax 

levies and all other levies designated for aircraft- or 

airport-related uses. Such aircraft shall not be liabl~ for 

other city tax levies. 

(6) Aircraft not registered in the state but entering 

the state to engage In commercial operations shall be 

registered prior to commencing operation." 

Section 3. Section 67-3-20Zt HCAt is amended to read: 

"67-3-202. Penalty for registration violations. {1) 

When an aircraft required to be registered under the 

provisions of subsections (ZJ through (6) of 67-3-201 is not 

regist.·ered on or before Jlllaf"eh--i: Jwu:--l of the current 

calendar yeart a penalty fee of $100 shall be added to the 

registration fee and collected •. Registration of an aircraft 

in the naMe of the applicant for the year immediately 

16 preceding the year for which application for registration is 

17 made shall be prima facie evidence that the aircraft has 

18 been based In this state during the year for Nhich 

19 application for registration is made. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

(2) Except for aircraft exempt from property taxation 

as provided in 1.5-6-210 9 an 

shall be accompanied by a 

application for registration 

copy of the receipt for or 

statement of personal property tax paid, signed by the 

24 treasurer of the county Nhere the aircraft is registered or 

25 a statement of lien assignment against real property signed 

-3-

!: 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

LC 1023/01 

by the county assessor Nhere the aircraft is registered. A 

person who pays personal property tax on his aircraft to any 

jurisdiction other than the county where the aircraft is 

required to be registered is liable for the tax in that 

county Nithcut credit for such other taxes paid. In addition 

to this civil liability, a person who attempts to establish 

the situs of his aircraft in any jurisdiction other than the 

county where the aircraft is required to be registered with 

intent to avoid payment of taxes to that county cow.mits the 

offense of false swearing as defined in 45-7-202. 

(3) A person who operates an aircraft required to be 

registered in the state without having displayed upon such 

aircraft a certificate of registration issued by the 

department for that aircraft co•mits a misdemeanor.• 

-End-

-4-
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540 ROUSE SILL NO. 

INTRODUCED SY ~----------------
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT FOR ADJUSTING THE 

REGISTRATION DATE FOR AIRCRAFT TO ELIMINATE CONFLICTS WITH 

OTHER TAXATION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-24-304, 67-3-201, 

AND 67-3-202, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-24-304• MCAt is amended to read: 

•!5-24-304. Prorated taxes aircraft. A person who 

acquires an aircraft required to be registered under 

subsections (2) through {6) of 67-3-201 after Hereh-~ ~ 

in any year shall register the aircraft within 30 days of 

acquiring it. The county assessor shall prorate the personal 

property tax due on the aircraft for the remaining portion 

of the year in the manner provided in 15-24-303.• 

Section 2• Section 67-3-201, HCAt is amended to read: 

•&7-3-201. Aircraft registration and licensing. [1} 

Except as provided in 67-3-102, a person may not operate or 

cause or authorize to be operated a civil aircraft within 

this state unless the aircraft has an appropriate effective 

license, certificate, or permit issued by the United States 

governll"oent which has been registered with the department and 

the registration with the department is in force. 
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[2) Aircraft customarily kept in this state shall be 

registered with the department, which may charge a fee 

therefor of not more than SlO. The registration shall be 

renewed annually on or before Mereh~ ~ each year. 

[3) Section 67-3-202 and subsections (2) throu~h ~o) 

of this section shall not apply to: 

(a) aircraft owned and operated by the federal 

government, the state, or any political subdivision thereof; 

{b) aircraft owned and held by an aircraft dealer 

solely for the purpose of resale; 

(c) aircraft operated by an airline company and 

regularly scheduled for the primary purpose of carrying 

persons or property for hire in interstate or international 

transportation; or 

(d) dismantled or otherwise nonflyable aircraft. 

(4) An aircraft shall be registered as property within 

a particular county of the state. This county shall be the 

county of the owner•s principal residence, if the owner is a 

natural person, or the owner•s principal place oT doing 

business in the state, if the owner is not a natural person. 

However, if the owner declares by affidavit that the 

aircraft is customarily kept at a landing facility in 

another county within the state, he may register the 

aircraft as property within such other county. 

(5) Except as provided in 15-6-210• all aircraft shall 

-2-
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be subject to all state, county, and school district tax 

levies and all other levies designated for aircraft- or 

airport-related uses. Such aircraft shall not be liable for 

other city tax levies. 

{6) Aircraft not registered in the state but 

the state to engage in commercial operations 

registered prior to commencing operation." 

entering 

shall be 

Section 3. Section 67-3-202, MCA, is amended to read: 

"67-3-202. Penalty for registration violations. {1) 

When an aircraft required to be registered under the 

provisions of subsections (2) through (6) of 67-3-201 is not 

registered on or before Ma~h--~ JYne--l of the current 

calendar year, a penalty fee of $100 shall be added to the 

registration fee and collected. Registration of an aircraft 

in the name of the applicant for the year immediately 

16 preceding the year for which application for registration is 

17 made shall be prima facie evidence that the aircraft has 

18 been based in this state during the year for which 

1~ application for registration is made. 

2C (2) Except for aircraft exempt from property taxation 

21 as provided in 15-6-210, an application for registration 

22 shall be accompanied by a copy of the receipt for or 

23 statement of personal property tax paid, signed by the 

24 treasurer of the county where the aircraft is registered or 

25 a statement of lien assignment against real property signed 
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by the county assessor where the aircraft is registered. A 

person who pays personal property tax on his aircraft to any 

jurisdiction other than the county where the aircraft is 

required to be registered is liable for the tax in that 

county without credit for such other taxes paid. In addition 

to this civil liability, a person who attempts to establish 

the situs of his aircraft in any jurisdiction other than the 

county where the aircraft is required to be registered with 

intent to avoid payment of taxes to that county cow.mits the 

offense of false swearing as defined in 45-7-202. 

(3) A person who operates an aircraft required to be 

registered in the state without having displayed upon such 

aircraft a certificate of registration issued by the 

department for that aircraft commits a misdemeanor•" 

-End-

-4-
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. HOUSE BILL NO. ~ 

INTRODUCED BY ~ ---

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT FOR ADJUSTING THE 

REGISTRATION DATE FOR AIRCRAFT TO ELIMINATE CONFLICTS WITH 

OTHER TAXATION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-24-304, 67-3-201, 

ANO 67-3-202, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-24-304• MCA, is amended to read: 

•15-24-304. Prorated taxes aircraft. A person ~ho 

acquires an airc~aft required to be registered under 

subsections (2) through (6) of 67-3-201 after Ha~e~-~ ~_l 

in any year shall register the aircraft vithin 30 days of 

acquiring it. The county assessor shall prorate the personal 

property tax due on the aircraft for the remaining portion 

of the year in the manner provided in 15-24-303.• 

Section 2. Section 67-3-201, HCA, is amended to read: 

"67-3-201. Aircraft registration and licensing. (1) 

Except as provided in 67-3-102, a person may not operate or 

cause or authorize to be operated a civil aircraft within 

this state unless the aircraft has an appropriate effective 

license, certificate, or permit issued by the United States 

govermr.ent which has been registered with the department and 

the registration with the department is in force. 
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(2) Aircraft customarily kept in this state shall be 

registered with the department, which may charge a fee 

therefor of not more than $10. The registration shall be 

renewed annually on or before Mare~-~~ each year. 

(3) Section 67-3-202 and subsections (2) through (6) 

of this section shall not apply to: 

(a) aircraft owned and operated by the federal 

government, the state, or any political subdivision thereof; 

(b) aircraft owned and held by an aircraft dealer 

solely for the purpose of resale; 

let aircraft operated by an airline company and 

regularly scheduled for the prinary purpose of carrying 

persons or property for hire in interstate or international 

transportation; or 

(d) dismantled or otherwise nonflyable aircraft. 

(4) An aircraft shall be registered as property within 

a particular county of the state. This county shall be the 

county of the owner's principal residence• if the owner is a 

natural person, or the owner's principal place of doing 

business in the state, if the owner is not a natural person. 

However• if the owner declares by affidavit that the 

aircraft is custo~arily kept at a landing facility in 

another county within the state, he may register the 

aircraft as property within such other county. 

(5) Except as provided ~n 15-6-210, all aircr~ft shall 
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be subject to all state. county. and school district tax 

levies and all other levies designated Tor ai~craTt- or 

airport-related uses. Such aircraft shall not be liable fa~ 

other city tax levies. 

(6) Ai~c~aft not registe~ed in the state but ente~ing 

the state to engage In comme~cial ope~ations shall be 

~egistered prior to commencing ope~ation." 

Section 3. Section 67-3-202o HCAo is amended to read: 

•67-3-202. Penalty for registration violations. (1) 

When an ai~c~aft required to be registered under the 

provisions of subsections (2) through (6) of 67-3-201 is not 

registered on or before Me~eh--~ Juae--l of the cur~ent 

calenda~ yea~. a penalty fee of $100 shall be added to the 

~egistratlon fee and collected. Registration oT an ai~c~aft 

in the name of the applicant fo~ the yea~ immediately 

p~eceding the yea~ fo~ which application To~ ~egistration is 

made shall be p~ima facie evidence that the airc~aft has 

been based in this state during the year fa~ which 

19 a•.>pl I cation for regist~ation is made. 

20 (2) Except for aircraft exempt from p~operty taxation 

21 as provided in 15-6-210 0 an application for regist~ation 

22 shall be accompanied by a copy of the ~eceipt for o~ 

23 statement of pe~sonal property tax paid0 signed by the 

24 treasurer of the county whe~e the aircraft is registe~ed or 

25 a statement of 1 ien assignment against real p~ope~ty signed 
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by the county assessor where the ai~c~aft is registe~ed. A 

pe~son who pays personal prope~ty tax on his ai~c~aft to any 

ju~isdiction other than the county where the ai~c~aft is 

~equired to be registered is liable fo~ the tax in that 

county without credit for such other taxes paid. In addition 

to this civil liability9 a person who attempts to establish 

the situs of his ai~c~aft in any jurisdiction othe~ than the 

county where the ai~craft is requi~ed to be registe~ed with 

intent to avoid payment of taxes to that county cow.mits the 

offense of false swearing as defined in 45-7-202. 

(31 A person who operates an ai~craft requi~ed to be 

registe~ed in the state without having displayed upon such 

airc~aft a ce~tificate of registration Issued by the 

depa~tment fa~ that ai~craft coamits a misdemeanor.• 

-End-

-4-
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A BILL FOR AN ACT 

REGISTRATION DATE 

HOUSE BILL NO. 540 

INTRODUCED BY HUENNEKENS 

ENTITLED: •AN ACT FOR ADJUSTING THE 

FOR AIRCRAFT TO ELIMINATE CONFLICTS WITH 

OTHER TAXATION LAWS; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-24-304o 67-3-201, 

ANO 67-3-202, HCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-24-304, MCAo is a~nded to read: 

"15-24-304. Prorated taxes --aircraft. A person who 

acquires an aircraft required to be registered under 

subsections (2) through (6) of 67-3-201 after Ha~h-+ June 1 

an any year shall register the aircraft within 30 days of 

acquiring it. The county assessor shall prorate the personal 

property tax due on the aircraft for the remaining portion 

of the year in the manner provided in 15-24-303." 

Section 2. Section 67-3-201• MCAo is amended to read: 

"67-3-201. Aircraft registration and licensing. (1) 

Except as provided in 67-3-102, a person may not operate or 

cause or authorize to be operated a civil aircraft within 

this state unless the aircraft has an appropriate effective 

license. certificate• or permit issued by the United States 

governMent which has been registered with the departMent and 

the registration with the department is in force. 
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(2) Aircraft customarily kept in this state shall be 

registered with the departMent, which may charge a fee 

therefor of not more than SlO. The registration shall be 

renewed annually on or before Ma~-+ ~ne 1 each year. 

(31 Section 67-3-202 and subsections {2) through (6) 

of this section shall not apply to: 

(a) aircraft owned and operated by the federal 

govern~entt the state, or any political subdivision thereof; 

{b) aircraft owned and held by an aircraft dealer 

~olely for the purpose of resale; 

{c) aircraft operated by an airline company and 

regularly scheduled for the primary purpose of carrying 

persons or property for hire in interstate or international 

transportation; or 

(d) disMantled or otherNise nonflyable aircraft. 

(4) An aircraft shall be registered as property within 

a particular county of the state. This county shall be the 

county of the owner•s principal residence. if the owner is a 

natural person, or the owner•s principal place of doing 

business in the state. if the owner is not a natural person. 

However, if the owner declares by affidavit that the 

aircraft is customarily kept at a landing facility in 

another county within the stateo he may register the 

aircraft as property within such other county. 

(5) Except as provided in 15-6-210o all aircraft shall 

-2- HB 540 
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be subject to all state, county, and school district tax 

levies and all other levies designated for aircraft- or 

airport-related uses. Such aircraft shall not be liable for 

other city tax levies. 

Col Aircraft not registered in the state but entering 

the state to engage in commercial operattons shall be 

registered prior to commencing operation." 

Section 3. Section 67-3-202• MCA, is amended to read: 

"67-3-202. Penalty for registration violations. Ill 

When an aircraft requared to be registered under the 

provisions of subsections (2} through (61 of 67-3-201 is not 

registered on or before Mereh--~ 1Yn~ of the current 

calendar yearo a penalty fee of SlOO shall be added to the 

registration fee and collected. Registration of an aircraft 

in the name of the applicant for the year i-ediately 

16 preceding the year for which application for registration is 

17 made shall be prima facie evidence that the aircraft has 

18 been based in this state during the year for which 

19 application for registration is made. 

20 (2) Except for aircraft exempt fr~ property taxation 

21 as provided in 15-6-210o an application for registration 

22 shall be accompanied by a copy of the receipt for or 

23 stateMent of personal property tax paido signed by the 

24 treasurer of the county where the aircraft is registered or 

25 a statement of lien assignment against real property signed 
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by the county assessor where the aircraft is registered. A 

person who pays personal property tax on his aircraft to any 

JUrisdiction other than the county where the aircraft as 

required to be registered is liable for the tax in that 

county without credit for such other taxes paid. rn adoition 

to this civil I lability, a person who attempts to establish 

the situs of his atrcraft in any jurisdiction other than the 

county where the aircraft is required to be registered with 

antent to avoid payment of taxes to that county commits the 

offense of false swearing as defined in 45-7-202. 

(3) A person who operates an aircraft required to oe 

registered in the state without having displayed upon such 

aircraft a certificate of registration issued by the 

department for that aircraft commits a misdemeanor." 
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