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HOUSE BILL NO• 521 

INTRODUCED BY Lak.....-
~ BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT A 

SPECIAL ELECTION ON AN ADDITIONAL LEVY FOR A SCHOOL DISTRICT 

IS REQUIRED O~LY IF NO ADDITIONAL LEVY WAS I~POScD TH~ 

PREVIOUS YEAR, THE ADDITIONAL LEVY IS GREAT~R THAN THE 

PREVIOUS LEVY, OR UPON VOTER PETITION; AM~NDING SECTIO~ 

20-9-353, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-9-353, HCA, is amended to read: 

•20-9-353. Additional levy for general fund 

election for authorization to Impose. (11 The trustees of 

any district may propose to adopt a general fund budget in 

excess of the general fund budget amount for such district 

as established by the schedules in 20-9-316 through 20-9-321 

for any of the following purposes: 

(a) building, altering, repairing, or enlarging any 

schoolhouse of the district; 

(b) furnishing additional school facilities for the 

district; 

(c) acquisition of land for the district; 

(d} proper Eaintenance and operation of the school 

programs of the district. 
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{21 However, when the trustees adopt a total general 

budqet which exceeds 110% of the general fund budget 

for the preceding year, they shall file a notice of this 

increase with the superintendent of public instruction, 

setting forth the specific reasons for increasing the 

budget. 

(3) W~ft ~~~~~-'LiD subsect.i.gnjb)• when 

the trustees of any district determine that an additional 

amount of financing is required for the general fund budget 

that is in excess of the statutory schedule amount, the 

trustees shall submit the proposition of an additional levy 

to raise such excess amount of general fund financing to the 

electors who are qualified under 20-20-301 to vote upon such 

proposition except that no election snall be required to 

permit the school trustees to use federal funds received 

under Title I of Puolic Law 81-u74 to increase the school 

district•s general fund budget as est2blished in 20-9-316 

through 20-9-321 by the amount of these funds. Such special 

election shall be called and conducted in the manner 

prescribed by this title for school elections. The ballot 

for such election shall state the amount of money to be 

raised by additional property taxation. the approximate 

nun1ber of mills required to raise such money, ana the 

purpose for which such money will be expended, and it shall 

be in the following format: 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I l l 
-2- H 13 s ;;..1 
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•PROPOSITION 

Shall a levy be made in addition to the levies 

authorized by law in such number of mills as m~y be 

necessary to raise the sum of (state the aoount to be raised 

by additional tax levy), and being approximately (give 

number) millsr for the purpose of (insert the purpose for 

which the additional tax levy is made)? 

c=)FOR the additional levy. 

c=JAGAINST the additional levy.• 

C4) If the election on any additional levy for the 

general fund is approved by a majority vote of those 

electors voting at such election, the proposition shall 

carry and the trustees may use any portion or all of the 

14 authorized amount in adopting the preliminary general fund 

15 budget. The trustees shall certify the additional levy 

16 amount authorized by such a special election on the budget 

17 form that is sub•itted to the county superintendent, and the 

18 county co•mlssioners shall levy such number of mills on the 

19 taxable value of all taxable property within the district, 

20 as, prescribed in 20-9-141r as are required to raise the 

21 amount of such additional levy. 

22 (5) ~~*herfre~en-~--+e¥y--en AD additional tax ~ 

23 under the provisions of this section shall be effective for 

24 only 1 school fiscal year& eftd-she++-ee-ea~her~ed-by-e 

25 iA1-_A special election conducted before August 1 of 

-3-
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the school fiscal year for whfeh--f*--f~--e~~ee*+Yew au 

~Qitlgga) leyy_i~regujced oo~ 

Lal- no additional leyy was imppsed in the ptev~ 

UR.i. 

Lbj__tbe additional l~s greater tbao ag~djtlonal 

~~sed in the prevjous 1~~ 

1.~1- 20& of :tbil-.JUW..ifijUJ~~-QfJ.bs:-Jtilltik:t 

~itloo tbe tru5tee$ for 5ucb an els:ctiun& 

L11 Only one such additional levy for the maintenance 

and operation of the school programs of a high school 

district may be IMposed by a high school district in a given 

school fiscal year.• 

-End-

-It-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. ?2!::-.§.!_ __ _ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Forlil HI> 15 

In compliance with a written request received _Jaonary . ..2.9__ __ ~-- , 19 8.L .. _ , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

lot House B :ilJ . ~ f.l.. ...... -. -.. . pursuant to 'Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated ( MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

An act to provide that a special election on an additional levy for a school 
district is required only if no additional levy was imposed the previous year, the 
additional levy is greater than the previous levy, or upon voter petition. 

Fiscal Impact 

No fiscal impact to the state. 

Local Impact 

Those communities which have fewer special elections under this measure will 
save the cost of holding those elections. 

c-'1 - () ~ ld~ ( ----------------~-~---- ------ ------· ---· 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: .. '2- -:_:z_ _ _::~_L_ 


