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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REGULATE THE
PRACTICE OF MIDWIFERY; ESTABLISHING LICENSING PPOCEDURES;
ESTABLISHING A BOARD OF MIDWIVES; AND GRANTING RULEMAKING

AUTHORITY ™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE CF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section le Board of midwivese {1) There is a board of
midwives that shall act in an advisory capacity to the
department of health and environmental scienceses

{z) The board consists of nine members appointed by
the governore The members are: .

{a} two licensed midwives who are residents of the
state and who have practiced as wmidwives in this state or
some other state for at least 1 year; ore if no such persons
are availables then any combination of two of the following
personss:

{i} 2 Yicensed midwifes;

{ii) 8 registered nurse certified by the board of
nursing as a qualified nurse-midwife;

liii) a reqistered professional nurse;

{iv) a licensed practical nurse;

(v) @& licensed physician;
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LC 1107701

{b) one nurse-midwife certified by the American
coliege of nurse-midwives; ory if no such person is
availables then one registered professional nurse;

{c)} two members of the tay public who have
demonstrated active interest in health services to pregnant
women;

{d} one Ticensed physician; and

{e) three health educators interested in training
midwivese

(3) The board is allocated to the department for
administrative purposes only as prescribed in 2-15-121.

Section 2. Defipitions. Unless the context requires
otherwises in {sections 2 through 5] the following
definitions agply:

(1) "Board™ means the board of gidwives provided for
in [section 1].

(2) ‘"™Department®™ means the department of health and
environsental sciences provided for in Title 2y chapter 15y
part Zle

(3) “Midwife™ means a person engaged in the practice
of midwifery on & regular basis with or without paye.

{4) “Practice of wmidwifery®™ weans the obstetrical
management and care of a woman and her infant during the
prenataly intrapartumy and postpartum periods of norsatl

childbirthe

INTRODUCED BILL
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Section 3. HWho may attend women in childbirths No
person may engage in the practice of midwifery on a regular
basisy with or without pays except the following:

(1) a licensed physicians

{2) a reglstered professional nurse who i5 certified
by the board of nursing under 37-8-409; or

{(3) a midwife licensed under [section 4].

Section 4« Licensing requirements. (1) A person nay
cbtain a 1license to practice midwifery by applying in
Writing to the department on a form supplied by the
department and furnishing the required informatione

{2) Except as provided in subsection {(3)s a person
applying for a license to practice midwifery must pass
writteny oraly and practical examinations in subjects that
the board determiness including but not Yimited to anatomye
physiologys obstetricsy pathologys detection and screenings
pediatricsy gynecologys applied pharmacologys sociology and
social medicsy ethicsy family plannings home birth practices
and hospital labor and delivery room procedures.

{(3) The department may issue a license to practice as
a midwife without examination to an appiicant who has been
licensed or certified as a midwife under the laws of another
state or territory ify In the opinion of the departments the
applicant meets the requirements for amidwives in this statees

{%#)}) The department shall grant a midwife's license to
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a person meeting the quatifications prescribed by this
section upon payment of a fee of $20. The license expires
on June 30 of the following yeare A license may be renewed
each succeeding year by applying to the department and
paying a fee of $15.

Section 5 Powers and duties of the departmente The
department shall:

{1} adopt rules in accordance with the Montana
Administrative Procedure Act necessary for the
implementations continuations and enforcement of [sections 2
through 5]¢ including rules:

{a) mnecessary to assure that any person holding a
midwife license is free from communicable disease;

{b) prescribings consistent with {sections 2 through
5] and the 1laws of this states the dutiess traininge and
limitations of the practice of midwiferysy including training
through apprenticeship under a midwife certified or licensed
under the laws of this or any other state or under a
licensed physician;

{c) prescribing reasonable and necessary wmininus
qualifications for midwivesy including graduation from high
schocl or satisfactory completion of the general educational
development test; knowledge of those subjects in [section
4] knowledge of the fundamentals of hygiene; knowledge of

the laws of the state concerning reporting of births and

-y
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prenatal blood tests and of the regulations pertaining to
miuwiterys and tne ability to recoqnize abnorwal conditions
during laboer; and

{d) providing reasonable and necessary safeguards for
the health and safety of the mother and child;

{2} confer with the board on the licensing of midwives
and on other matters relating to {sections 2 through 5}.

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA

REQUEST NO. __250-81
FISCAL NOTE

Form BD-15

in compliance with a written request received __January 29 ., 19 81, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note
for ___House Bill 514

— pursuant to ' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

Description of Proposed Legislation

An act to regulate the practice of midwifery; establishing licensing procedures;
establishing a board of midwives; and granting rulemaking authority.

Assumptions

1. Inflation will continue at 15% per annum.

2. There may be approximately 10 people applying for licensure.

3. A nine-member board will be established to advise the Department of Health and
Environmental Sciences. This board will meet four days per year.

Fiscal Impact

Revenue will be generated from the licensing activity in the amount of $200 per

year. The $200 per year estimate assumes that it will not be the same 10 people each
year.

Expenditures: FY 1982 FY 1983
Travel $ 1,200 $ 1,300
Per Diem 1,600 1,744
Telephone 100 109
Supplies and Postage 300 318
Cost of Exam 100 109

Total $ 3,300 $ 3,588

Q@wiw

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: - E' QI
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i pproved by Comm. On Human Services

HOUSE BILL NO. 514
INTRODUCED BY DUSSAULTs RYANs REGANS.

Mo ANDERSONe WALDRONs BURNETTs HALLIGAN

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO REGULATE THE
PRACTICE OF MIDWIFERY; ESTABLISHING bEEENSENG CERTIFICATION

PROCEDURES; ESTABLISHING A BOARD OF MIDWIVES; AND GRANTING

RULEMAKIANG AUTHORITY."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section l. B8card of midwivese (1) There is a board of
midwives that shall act in an advisory capacity to the
department of health and environmental sciencess

(2} The board consists of nine members appointed by
the governor. The members are:

{a} two }iecensed CERTIFIED midwives who are residents
of the state and who have practiced as midwives in this
state or some other state for at least 1 year; ors iif no
such persons are availables then any combination of two of
the following persons:

(i} a ¥icenzed CERTIFIED midwife;

{ii} a registered nurse certified by the board of
nursing as a qualified nurse-midwife;
(1ii) a registered professional nurse;

{iv) @ licensed practical nurse;
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(vl a licensed physician;

{b) one nurse-midwi fe certified by the American
college of nurse-midwives; ors if no such person 1S
availables then one registered professional nurse;

{c) two members of the lay public who have

demonstrated active interest in health services to pregnant
women;

(d) one licensed physician; and

(e} three health educators interested in training
midwivese

(3} The board is allocated to the department for
administrative purposes only as prescribed in 2-15-121.

Section 2. Definitions. Unless the context requires
otherwises in {sections 2 through 5] the following
definitions apply:

{l) *“Board" means the board of midwives provided for
in {section 1].

{2}y “Department™ means the department of health and
environmental sciences provided for in Title 2y chapter 15
part 2l.

{3) "“Midwife"” means a person engaged in the practice
of midwifery on a regular basis with or without paye.

{4) "Practice of midwifery®™ means the obstetricatl
management and care of a woman and her infant during the

prenatals intrapartums and postpartum periods of normal

P HB Si4
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childbiftho

Section 3. Who may attend women in childbirthe No
person may engage in the practice of midwifery on a regular
basisey with or without pays except the following:

(1) a lticensed physician;

{2) a registered professional nurse who is certified
by the board of nursing under 37-8-409; or

(3) o midwife }ticensed CERTIFIED under [section 4]

Section 4. Ekireensing CERTIFICATION requirementse fip—h
pefsea~—ua1--ebtain-—s—-*ieense--to—jpreetiee---iduiferf——hy
apptying-in-writing-to—the-department-on-a-fors-supptied--by
the--depsritment—and-furnishing-the-required-informationw (1)
A _PERSGN MAY OBTVTAIN A _CERTIFICATE TO PRACTICE MIDWIFERY BY

APPLYING IN WRITING TQ_THE DEPARTMENY ON A FORM _SUPPLIED BY

IHE DEPARTMENTe FURNISHING THE REQUIRED INFORMATION, AND

FULFILLING THE REQUIREMENTS SET FORTH IN THIS SECTION.

t2}-—Except-—as--provided--in--subsection—{3jy-a-persen
app%y%ng—#of—e—‘}ieense--to--preetiee—-niﬂ-ifer1——-usto—pcss
writteny-—oraty-—end-practicst-examinations—in-subjects—that
the-beord-determinesv—including-but-not-timited—to--anatonyy
phygggtgrv--gggt Lricsvopathojegyy-detection—end-sereeningy
pedistriesy-gynecologyy-applied-pharmecoteogyr-sociotegy-—and
social-mediesy-ethicsy—famity-plomingy-home-birth-practicey

and-—hospitat-—-iabor--and-detivery-room-preceduress (2} THE

APPLICANT FOR CERTIFICATION SHALL PRESENT TO_THE DEPARTMENT,

-3~ HB 514
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AT LEAST 45 OAYS PRIOR TGO _EXAMINATIONy WRITIEN PROOF__OF

GRADUATION _FROM HIGH SCHOGL OR_ITS EQUIVALENT AS DETERMINED

BY THE OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTIONa
{31 THE _APPLICANT SHALL ALSO PRESENT A CERTIFICATE_OR

DIPLOMA __FROM__A_ MIDWIFE__TRAINING__PROGRAM_APPROVED BY THE

BOARDy PURSUANT TGO THIS SECTION.

{4) _THE BOARD SHALL SET STANDARDS FOR _APPROVING _A

MIDWIFE TRAINING PROGRAM WHICH SHALL INCLUDE BUT NOT BE

LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING_ AREAS:

{A} ANATOMYy PHYSIOLOGYy GYNECOLOGYs GENETICSy _AND

EMBRYOLOGY ;
{B} PSYCHOLOGY;
{C) PRENATAL CARE AND SCREENING OF THE HIGH _RISK

PATIENT;
{0) NUTRITION;
(E}) _LABOR AND IFS COMPLICATIONS;

{F) _ASEPSIS;
£G)} CARE OF THE NEWBORN;

(H) BIRTH DEFECYSe INFIRMITIES AND INFECTIONS;

1) FAMILY RELATIONS, PARENTING AND__PREPARATION _FOR

CHILDBIRTH;

{3} __POSTPARTYM;
(K)_ _HOSPITAL LABOR _AND DELIVERY ROOM PROCEDURES; AND

fLY ETHICS AND RESPONSIBILITIESs

(5} __AN APPLICANT SHALLy IN ADDITION, PRESENT

-y HB 514
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VERIFICATION OF PARTICIPATION IN THE PRENATAL _CARE,

DELIVERYy AND POSTNATAL CARE OF 20 WOMEN AND _INFANIS UNDER

THE _SUPERVISION DF A PHYSICIAN OR CERTIFIED MIOWIFE.
16} THE BOARD MAY REQUIRE CERTIFICATION _AS AN

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN.

{7) EXCEPY AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (S)y THE PERSON
APPLYING _FOR_ CERTIFICATION MUST PASS THOSE WRITVENe ORAL.

AND PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS THAT - THE BOARD DETERMINES

NECESSARY.

t+33(8)} The department may issue a tieense CERTIFICATE
to practice as a midwife without examination to an applicant
who has been licensed or certified as a midwife wunder the
Taws of another state or territory ife in the opinion of the
departments the applicant meets the requiresents for
midwives in this state.

t23{9} The department shall grant a midwife's license
to a person meeting the qualifications prescribed by this
section upon payment of a fee of $20. The license expires on
June 30 of the following year. A ticense may be renewed each
succeeding year by applying to the department and paying a
fee of $15.

Sectjon S« Powers and duties of the department. The
departaent shall:

(1) adopt rules in accordance with the Montana

Administrative Procedure Act necessary for the
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implementations continuations and enforcement of [sections 2
through 5)s including rules:

{3} oecessary to assure that any person holding a
midwife license is free from communicable disease;

th}--preseribingr--consistent--with-[sections-2-through
5}-and-the-taws—ef-this-statey-—the——dotiesy—-trainingy-—and
Fimitattons—of-the—practice-of-midwiferyy-incltoding-treining
through-apprenticeship-under—-a—midwife-certified-or-ticensed
ofRder-—the--taws--of--thits-—or--any--other--state-or—under-a

treensed-phystetand (B) PRESCRIBING REQUIREMENTS CONSISTYENT

WITH [SECTIONS 2 THROUGH_ 51 AND_THE LAWS OF THIS STATE THY

DUTIES, TRAININGs AND LIMITATIONS OF THE PRACTICE CF

=z

IDWIFERY;

ter——preseribing——reasonable——and———necessary——-minimom
quatifieations——Ffor-midwivesy-ineluding—graduatien—from-high
sehoot-or—satisfactory-completion—of-the-qenerat-educational
development-testi-knowledge-of-those--subjects— in——-fFsectisn
41— -knowltedge-—of-the-fundamentats-of —hygiener—knowledge—of
the-laws—of-the-state-concerning-—reporting-——ef —births—-and
prenatal--bleed--tests--and-ef-the-requiations-pertaining—te
mirdwiferyi-and-the-abtttty-to-recognize—abnormal--conditions

dartng-—taberi-and {L} PRESCRIDBING REASONABLE AMD NECESSARY

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS FOR MIDWIVES; KNOWLEOGE OF  THOSE

SUBJCCTS IN [SECTIOH 4]; KMOWLEDGE OF THC LAWS IF THE SYATS

CONCERNING RCPORTING_ OF _BIRTHS AND PREMATAL 31000 TE5TSe AND

6= HE 514



OF _THE REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO MIDWIFERY; AND

{d} providing reasonable and necessary safequards for
the health and safety of the mother and childg;

{2) <confer with the board on the licensing of nidwives
and on other matters relating to {sections 2 through 5].

SECTINN 6. LIMITED_ PRACTICE. NOTHIMNG IN JSECTIONS 1

THROYGH 51 MAY BE CONSIDERED TQ REQUIZE THAT CESRTIFIED

MISRIVES  3F  ALLDWED TD  PRACTICE IN A& PUBLIC OR_TRIVATE

HOSPITAL SETTING.

~Cnd-
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