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~7th Legislature LC 2286/01 

1 HOUSE BILL NO. ~ 

2 11\!TROOUCED BY JJ!W£& ...__/ ----
3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW SCHOOL 

5 DISTRICT VOTED ADDITIONAL TAX LEVIES TO BE EFFECTIVe FOK 2 

6 YEARS; AMENDING SECTION 20-9-353, MCAi AND PROVIDING AN 

7 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

10 Section 1• Section 20-9-353, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 •20-9-353. Additional levy for general fund 

12 election for authorization to impose. (1) The trustees of 

13 any district ftaY propose to adopt a general fund budget in 

1~ excess of the general fund budget amount for such district 

15 as established by the schedules in 20-9-316 through 20-9-321 

16 for any of the following purposes: 

17 (a) building, altering, repairing, or enlarging any 

18 schoolhouse of the district; 

19 (b) furnishing additional school facilities for the 

20 district; 

21 (c) acquisition of land for the district; 

22 (d) proper maintenance and operation of the school 

23 programs of the district. 

24 (2) Howeverr when the trustees adopt a total general 

25 fund budget which exceeds 110% of the general fund budget 
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for the preceding year, they shall file a notice of this 

increase with the superintendent of public instruction, 

setting forth the specific reasons for increasing the 

budget. 

(3) When the trustees of any district determine that 

an additional amount of financing is required for the 

general fund budget that is in excess of the statutory 

schedule amount, the trustees shall submit the proposition 

of an additional levy to raise such excess amount of general 

fund financing to the electors who are qualified under 

20-20-301 to vote upon such proposition except that no 

election shall be required to permit the school trustees to 

use federal funds received under Title I of Public Law 

81-874 to increase the school district's general fund budget 

as established in 20-9-316 through 20-9-321 by the amount of 

these funds. Such special election shall be called and 

conducted in the manner prescribed by this title for school 

elections. The ballot for such election shall state the 

amount of money to be raised by additional property 

taxation, the approximate number of mills required to raise 

such money, and the purpose for which such money will be 

expended, and it shall be in the following format: 

"PROPOSITION 

Shall a levy be made in addition to the levies 

authorized by law in such number of mills as may be 

-z.- INTRODUCED B1Ll 

\-\5 ?3\\ 
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necessary to raise the sum of (state the amount to be rai~eo 

by add~tional tax levy), and beinq approximately (give 

number) mills, for the purpose of [insert the purpose for 

which the additional tax levy is made)~~~dition~l-~ 

ta_be jmpgsed jo and effective La£ (jnsect_ou8ber ot__~~a~ 

.UU:-lolbklL-'lWU.:llonaJ len_LL-U.feU.L.!uU-~~ul-li~ 

nu.LU? 

0 FOR the add i ti coal 1 evy. 

0AGAIHST the additional levy.• 

(4) If the election on any additional levy for the 

general fund is approved by a majority vote of those 

electors voting at such election, the proposition shall 

carry and the trustees may use any portion or all of the 

euthe~ amount ~uthorjzed for a ga~ular scbogl f~ 

¥~ar for which the lev¥ js auth~ in adopting the 

preliMinary general fund budget fgc_that year. The trustees 

17 shall certify the additional levy amount authorized LQL_tbQ1 

18 ~ by such a special election on the budget form that is 

19 submitted to the county superintendent• and the county 

20 commissioners shall levy such number of mills on the taxable 

21 value of all taxable property within the district, as 

22 prescribed in Z0-9-I'tlt as are required to raise the amount 

23 of such additional levy. 

24 {5) Authorization to levy an additional tax under the 

25 provisions of this section shall be effective for e"+y-~ ng 
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IDQL~_than-Z school fiscal yeer ~ and shall be au~horized 

by a special election conducted before August 1 of the~ 

school fiscal year for which it is effP.ctive. Only one such 

additional levy for the maintenance and operation of the 

school programs of a high school district may be imposed by 

a high school district in a given school fiscal vear•L-~t 

tbi~~--DQL_ grevent suc~trict {rom pcop~~_g 

lexx_~_ce_ effective foe 2 years. The adoptlgn _ _at __ ao 

auai~l_~ to be effective for 2 year~ not greyeot 

tl:uL-t..c~eU--t:.cQlll oropos I og . tg_iw;.c~~d:l--1e¥.X--ll.X 

~gn_gur5uant to this sektion for tbe ~na__xeAL--if 

tll~L....~ntiW!L tbat len to b.e i padeQu.ate foLthe second 

n.a.c.a• 

Section z. Effective date. This act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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