Bouse Bill 476
In The House

January 24, 1981 Introduced and referred
to Committee on Judiciary.

February 5, 1981 Committee recommend bill
do not pass.
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_HOUSE ___ sBILL NO. _476 _

INTRODUCED BY W/z///ﬁ'

A EILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO REQUIRE MANDATORY
RESTEITUTION OF AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THREE TIMES THE VALUE OF
THE PROPERTY STOLEN FROM THOSE PERSONS CUNVICTED OF THEFT;

AMENDING SECTIONS 45-6—~301s 45-6-302s AND 45-6-305¢ HCA"

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAT:z OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 45-6-301y MCAy is amended to read:
"45-6-301le Thefte (1) A person commits the offense of

theft when he purposely or knowingly obtains or exerts

unauthorized control over property of the owner and:

{a) has the purpose of depriving the owner of the
nropertys;

{b) purposely or knowingly usess concealse or abandons
the property in such manner as to deprive the cwner of th:
property; or

{c) usess concealsy or zbandons the property knowing
such uses concealments or abandonment probandly will deprive
the owner of the propertye.

{2) A person commits the offense of theft when he
purpesely or knowingly obtains by threat or deception
contrcl over preoperty of the owner and:

(a)} has the purpose of depriving the owner of the
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property;

{b} purposely or knowinqgly usess concealsy or abandons
the property in such manner as to deprive the owner of the
property; or

{C) usesy concealssy or abandons the property knowing
such uses concealmenty or abandonment probably will deprive
the owner of the propertys

{3) A person commits the offense of theft when he
purposely or knowingly obtains control over stolen property
knowing the property to have been stolen by another and:

{2} has the purpose of depriving +the owner of +the
property;i

{b) purposely or knowingly usesy concealss or abandons
the property in such manner as to deprive the owner of the
property; or

{c) usess concealss or abandons the property knowing
such wuses concealments or abandonment probably will deprive
the owner of the propertye

(4) A person commits the offense of theft when he
purposely or knowingly obtains or exerts unauvthorized
control over any part of any public assistancey as defined
in 52~3-101ys by means of:

{a) a kncwinely false statements representations or
imnersonation; or

{b) a fraudulent scheme or devicee
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{5) A person convicted of the offense of theft of
property not exceeding $150 in wvalue shall be fined not to
exceed $500 or be imprisoned in the county jail for any term
not tc exceed 6 monthss or boths_gng sball_ _be _reguired _ta
make _restitution —as  prowided _jo _[sectign .4]e A person
cunvicted of the offense cf theft of property exceeding $159

in value or theft of any commonly domesticated hoofed animal

.shall be imprisoned in the state prison for any term not ¢to

exceed 10 years angd shall be reguired to pake restituticn as
provided in {section 4].

{6} Amounts inveolved in thefts committed pursuant to a
common scheme or the same transactions whether from the same
person or several personsy may be aggregated in determining
the value of the property.”

Section 2. Section 45-6-302¢ MCAy is amended to read:

"45-6-302. Theft of lost or mislaid propertys. {1) A
person who obtains control over lost or =islaid property
commits the offense of theft when he:

{a) knows or learns the identity of the owner or
knowse is aware ofs or learns of a reasonable method of
identifying the owner;

(b} fails +to take reasonable measures to restore the
property to the owner; and

{c) has the purpose of depriving the owner permanently

of the use or benefit of the property.
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{2} A person convicted of theft of lost or mislaid
property shall be fined not to exceed $500 or be impriscned
in the county jail for a period not to exceed 4 monthsa__angd
shall_ pe required to wsake restitution .2s_ _provided. _ino
{sectian 4].%

Section 3. Section 45-6-305y MCAy is amended to reaa:s

"45-6~305. Theft of labor or services or use of
propertye (1) A person commits the offense of theft when ne
obtains the temporary use of procertys labore or services of
another which are available only for hires by means of
threat or deception or knowing that such use is without the
censent of the person providing the propertys labore or
servicese

{2) A person convicted of theft of labor or services
or use of property shall be fined not to exceed $500 or be
imprisoned in the county jail for a term not to exceeq o
monthss or boths and shall be reguired to make restifution
as. provided. in [section 4]."

NEW _SECTIONe Section 4« Mandatory restitution for
thefta Any person convicted of theft wunder 45-6-301y
45~6-302y or 45-6-305 shall make restitution in an amount
equal to three times the value of the propertys labory or
services obtained or controllede

~End-



