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1 HOUSE SILL NO. _ili__ 

/4 ;./ / /:~ -------------~~~----------2 INTRODUCED BY 

3 

4 A eiLl FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REQUIRt MANDATORY 

5 RESTITUTION OF AN AHOVNT EQUAL TO THREE TIMES THf VALUE OF 

6 THE PROPERTY STOLEN FROM THOSE PERSOr~S ClJNlf lCT ED OF THEFT; 

7 AMENDING SECTIONS 45-6-3Dlt 45-6-302, AND 45-6-305, MCA•" 

8 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATe Of MONTANA: 

tu Section 1. Section 45-6-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

11 •45-6-301. Theft. (11 A person commits the offense of 

12 theft when he purposely or knowingly obtains or exerts 

13 unauthorized control over property of the owner and: 

14 (aJ hds the purpose of depriving the owner of the 

15 property; 

16 (b) purposely or knowingly uses, conceals, or aodndons 

17 ths property in such manner as to deprive the owner gf the 

18 property; or 

19 (c) uses, conceals, or abandons the property knowing 

2U such use, conceal~entt or abandonment probably will deprive 

21 the owner of the property. 

22 {2) A person commits the offense of theft when he 

23 purposely or knowingly obtains by threat or dece~tion 

24 control over property of the owner and: 

2'> (a) has the purpose of depriving the owner of the 
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property; 

{b) purposely or knowinqly uses, conceals, or abandons 

the property in such manner as to deprive the owner of the 

property; or 

(c) uses, conceals, or abandons the property knowing 

such use, concealment, or abandonment probably will deprive 

the owner of the property. 

(3) A person commits the offense of theft when he 

purposely or knowingly obtains control over stolen property 

knowing the property to have been stolen by another and: 

(a) has the purpose of depriving the owner of the 

property; 

(b) purposely or knowingly uses, conceals, or abandons 

the property in such manner as to deprive the owner of the 

property; or 

(c) uses, conceals, or abandons the property knowing 

such use, concealment, or abandonment probably will deprive 

the owner of the property. 

(4) A person cow.mits the offense of theft wher. he 

purp~-sel y or knowingly obtains or exerts unauthorized 

control over any part of any public assistance, as defined 

in 5~-3-101, by means of: 

{a) a knc~inqly false statement, representation, or 

im?ersonation; or 

(b) a fraudulent scheme or device. 
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(5) A oerson convicted of the offense of theft of 

property not exceedinq $150 in valu~ shall be fined not to 

exceed $500 or be imprisoned in the county jail for any terru 

not tc exceed 6 months, or bothL-aQU-~-~-~~~_ta 

ma~--Le~tution ~-PLQXi~__io_-~e~u_-~. A person 

cvnvicted of the offense cf theft of property €XCe€Jing !150 

in value or theft of any commonly domesticated hoofed animal 

shall be imprisoned in the state prison for any ter~ not to 

exceed 10 years and shall be regujred_tg_make-L~sxLtutLQu_aa 

~LQXided in ~ktiQ~J· 

(6) A~ounts involved in thefts committed pursuant to a 

common scheme or the same transaction, whether from the same 

person or several persons, may be aggregated in determining 

the value of the property." 

Section 2. Section 45-6-302, HCA, is amended to read: 

"45-6-302. Theft of lost or mi~laid property. (1) A 

person who obtains control over lost or mislaid property 

commits the offense of theft when he: 

(a) knows or learns the ioentity of the owner or 

knows, is aware of, or learns of a reasonable method of 

identifyinq the owner; 

(b) fails to take reasonable measures to restore the 

property to the owner; and 

(c) has the purpose of depriving the owner permanently 

25 of the use or benefit of the property. 
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(2) A person convicted of theft of lost or misldio 

property shall be fined not to exceeo $500 or ne imprisoned 

in the county jail for a period not to exceed 6 monthsL-_aoa 

shal]__Qs:_J:.emti.LeD--tQ_~-~s.li:t.u.li..an__~~ Q CQV j ded _in 

u~lls;lQ_!tJ •• 

Section 3. Section 45-6-305, MCA, is amended to reaa: 

•45-6-305. Theft of labor or services or use of 

property. (1) A person commits the offense of theft when ne 

obtains the tem~orary use of property, laboro or services ot 

another which are available only for hire, by me~ns of 

threat or deception or knowing that such use is without the 

cons~nt of the person providing the property, l~bor, or 

services. 

(2) A person convicted of theft of labor or services 

or use of property shall be fined not to exceed $500 or be 

imprisoned in the county jail for a term not to exceed ~ 

months, or bothL-iiWL!i.llal.l-l!e regy i ~.!L~!ll:ilk!LmliJ;.utlilO 

g;~_J;Jr:W~:ld.el:l-iiLL~:tigiL!tJ•" 

~fK-Sfk~Hs Section 4• Mandatory restitution for 

thef~. Any person convicted of theft undar 45-6-301, 

45-6-302, or 45-6-305 shall make restitution in an a~ount 

equal to three times the value of the property, labor, or 

services obtained or controlled. 

-End-
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