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1 BY ;t:!~l 
I 

456 NO. 

2 INTRODUCED 

3 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR TH~ 

5 RETENTION OF MONTANA PUBLIC LANDS IN STATE OWNERSHIP; 

6 AMENDING s=CTIO~ 77-2-307, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

7 DATE.• 

a 

9 WHEREAS, the Legislatu~e finds that, th~ough the wisdom 

10 of past legislatu~es and administrations, an almost 

11 o~iceless he~itage has been passed on to the p~esent 

12 generation, Montana's state-owned lands. While othe~ states 

13 have dissipated this inheritance, the State of Montana still 

14 owns and cont~ols most of the lanes that were ~ranted it 

15 alon~ with statehood by the fede~al gove~nment. While other 

16 statPs now find it necessa~y, as a result of population 

17 gr~wth and cultural pressu~es, to pu~chase f~om the p~ivate 

13 secto~ at fantastically inflated cost land needed for the 

19 services demanded by the publico for envi~on~ental 

20 protection, fo~ recreation, and fo~ o~her needs, the State 

21 of ~ontana possesses a t~easure h0use of interest-~earing 

22 assets available fo~ futu~e needs. The legislature finds 

23 th~t this fortunate condition must continue on into future 

24 gen~rations, not only as a reliable source of income for the 

l5 school system from grazing, forestry, and mineral 
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development, but also as a vital element In proMoting wise 

land use, demonst~ating and cont~olling the wise use o~ 

renewable natural resou~ces such as grasso timbe~, and 

wate~, and p~ovlding for the needs o~ a g~owing population. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 77-2-307, MCA, is amended to read: 

n77-2-307. limitation on ac~eage. No Ill Except as 

grg~ld~ in s~tlon (21, na pe~son o~ corporation ~e~+ 

be Ls antitled to purchase mo~e than one section of state 

lando and this a~ea ~~++ BQ¥ not include more than 160 

acres of land susceptible o~ irrigation. 

LZl--~o~_laods of ~--2L--EQte contjgugys ac~ 

~U:itable gc__b~lng~J:~J;~L~lng or agri~:tut.IL.tlla¥-~ 

iutm-l!U:I:llJL_WIIQJ:.U.bl!Lll¥ sal e Q.L~~e exc;e pt i. 

{.aJ..__.iJLr.2Jlll~-Jii.tlbJD~ii1-lliU.LQ.f __ tbe pu:rchg::;e 

b¥--the__~~-gf_~lm11Qr-land_af~u:al-gL-g~X~L-~u:~_fgc 

agrl~l:tu~.L-fw:.earu_g_~u.ttliln.i 

inl __ lD_c;QDo~~lQQ-Wltb_ana_a~_a-uart~~:QLlxaX£ 

laod~c;ban~--2L--l~--~rc;na~--~~~-iox~~--12 

~o~gllua:te_~tate ___ l~_iot2-_1aLQ~:L-.Jl!Qc;~-fnL __ ~ 

~flc;lent_u:~_ana_a~ni~rgt!Do~ 

Lc;l-_io-tb~c;a~-gf_lanu~-that1--Q~kaU~~--2f--12~1lan 

neac__u:rtu~n__;u:~ _ _QL_.Jle~!.l~.e __ Qf.J;ILWIII~.Lti-'lL~.r.i.al 

aat!lil:tial1_b~~--<U!w:.eti.at~_mw;l:l__a.Jl!l¥e.._Xbe.i.J: __ Jtii~oc 
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1 ~Jtuce oc recreation. proyjdeg _toQt__the mgnetary 

2 QLQ~~~ps of such sale are earmarked for ~in-_p~ba~og 

3 replacement agrj~yltucals {pres~[ reccea~igoal land. 

4 Lll These limitations as to area and lrrigability 

5 sftsf+ ~ not apply to lands within a federal irrigation 

6 project wherein the Congress of the United States of America 

1 authorizes water to be furnished to an area exceeding 160 

8 irrigable acres. 

9 L!) Tbjs section dges ngt prgbiblt the transfer Qf 

10 1Qnds among state agggcjgs.• 

11 Section 2. Effective date. This act is effective on 

12 passage and approval, 
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