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LC 1029701

HOUSE BILL ND. 456

INTRODUCED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTIVTLED: mAN  ACT PROVIDING FOR  THE
RETENTION OF MONTANA PUBLIC LANDS 1IN STATE UWNERSHIP;
AMENDING SECTION T7-2-307s MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE

DATES™

WHEREAS,y the Legistature finds thats through the wisdom
of past Legislatures and administrationss an almost
priceless heritage has been passed on to the present
generationy Montana's state-owned landse While other states
have dissipated this inheritances the State of Montana still
owns and controls most of the lands +that were c¢ranted it
alons with statehood by the federal governmente. While other
states now find it necessaryy as a result of population
arowth and cultural pressuress to purchase from the private
sector at fantastically inflated cost 1and needed for the
services demanded by the publice for environmentsl
protections for recreations and for other needsy the State
of Montana possesses a treasure house of interest-dearing
assets available for future needse The Legislature finds
that this fortunate condition must continue on into future
gencrationsy Not only as a reliable source of income for the

school system from grazinge forestrys and mineral
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developments but 2also as a vital element in promoting wise
land usey demonstrating and controlling the wise use of
renewable natural rescources such as grassey timbers and

waters and providing for the needs of a growing populations

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 7T7-2-307y MCAy is amended to read:
n77-2-307. Limitaticn on acreage. Mo (1) Except as

provided _in _subsection {2)s Do person or corporation sha¥it

be 5 antitled to purchase more than one section of state

lande and this area shet} gay not include more than 160

acres of land susceptible of irrigationa

42)__No_state laods of 320  or _wmore coptiguaus _acres
Suitable__or being used for grazing or agriculiure may pass
from public ownership by sale or exchange excepts:

{a8)__in copnection with and 8s 2 part of _the purchise
by _the _state of similar land of egual or greater value for
agricultures forestrys or recreatigni

ib) _in _copnection with and as a part of public-private
land_exchanges__or _land_ purchase agreements _jptended to
conselidate _ _state . lands _inteo larger _plocks _for _more
efficient use 2and admipjsiration:

{cl _in the case of lapds _thats because _of logation
near _urban _grsas__or . because of commercial or ingustrial

potentiale have appreciated _much _above _their. _walue for
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agriculture _ or _recreations provided _tbat the monetary
progceeds of such sgle ore earmarked for _use . in. purchasing
replacement _agriculturals forestcys or recrestional lacdas

{3) These Jimitations as to area and irrigability
shatd do not apply to lands within a federal irrigation
project wherein the Congress of the United States of America
authorizes water to be furnished to an area exceeding 160
irrigable acrese

L&) _This section does pot  prohiblt the fraasfer  of
lands_awmong_state agenciesSa®™

Sectjon 2« Effective date. This act is effective on
passage and approvala.

-~End~
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