House Bill 455
In The House

January 24, 1981 Introduced and referred
to Committee on Taxation.

April 23, 19381 Died in Committee.
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LC 1022701

HOUSE BILL NQ. _455

INTRODUCED svm/

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO CLARIFY THAT CERTAIN
LAND AND IMPROVEMENTS CONSIST OF SEPARATE SUBCLASSES OF
PROPERYY; PROVICING THAT CERTAIN SEPARATE SUBCLASSES OF
PROPERTY MAY BE ASSESSED USING DIFFERENT BASE YEARS;

AMENDING SECTIONS 15-6-1349 15-6-151y AND 15-7-103s MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAMA:
Section le Section 15-6~134y MCAy is amended to read:
"15-6-134, Class four Pproperty -— description -

taxable percentagees {1) Class four property includes:

(3} att--}land--except-—that--specificedty-——inetuded-in
another-ctassy

thi——a¥t-——improvements-—-except-—-those——-specificatty
inetnded—in-enother-etasst (i} & subclass of all resideptial
land__2nd improvemepts except those specifically included in
aneother classs

{ii) 2 _subclass of all commercial land and improvements
except Lfhose specifically ipcluded in apcther classi

Liidl a_ subclass __of __all __iogustrial _ land. _and
improyemepts  except  those specifically included in_another
classi

+e3{h} all trailers and mobile homes used as permanent
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dwellings except:

{i) those held by a distributor or dealer of trailers
or mobile homes as his stock in trade; and

{ii) those specifically included in another classj

+d¥f{c) the first $35,000 or less of the market value
of any improvement on real property or a trailer or wobile
home wused as a permanent dwelling and appurtenant land not
exceeding 5 acres owned or under contract for deed and
actually occupied for at 1least 10 months a year as the
primary residential dwelling of:

(i) a widow or widower 62 years of age or older who
qualifies wunder the income limitations of {iii) of this
subsection;

(ii) a widow or widower of any age with dependent
children who qualifies under the income limitations of (iii)
of this subsection; or

(iii) a recipient or recipients of retirement or
disability benefits whose tot3sl income from all sources s
not more than $7+00C for a single person or $84000 for a
married couple;

tedidl 311 qolf COUrsess including Yand and
improvements actually and necessarily used for thet purposes
that:

{i) consist of at 1least 9 holes and not less than

3,000 Yineal yardsji and
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{ii} were used as 2 gclf course on January ls 1979y and
were own2d by a nonprofit Montana corporation.

(2} Ctass four property is taxed as follows:

{a) Property described in subssctions (l}{a)} through
(1)¢e¥ih) is taxed at EBe55% of its market valuee.

{b) Property described in subsection (1)+d¥ig) and
{1)fe3fd) is taxed at one-half the taxable percentaqe
established in subsection (2)}{a}s or %¢275%."

Section Ze Section 15-6-151ly MCAy is amended to read:

"15-6—-151e Application for class five and certain
class four classificationse (1) A person applying for
classification of property described in Subsection (1)(c) of
15-6-135 or subsection (1}{d¥{g) of 15-6-134 shall make an
affidavit to the department of revenuss on a form providea
by the department without costy stating:

{(a) his income;

{b) his retirement benefits;

{c) his marital status;

(d) the fact that he m3intains the Tand and
improvements as his primary residentiel dawellings where
applicable; and

{e) such octher information as is relevant to the
applicant?s eligibility.

{2) This application wmust be made before March 1 of

the year after the applicant becomes eligiblas.
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{3) The affidavit is sufficient if the applicant signs
a stétement affirming the correctness of the informaticn
suppliedsy whether or not the statement is signed before a
person authorized to administer oathss and mails the
application’ and statement to the department of revenue.
This signed statement shall be treated as = statement undar
odth or equivalent affirmation for the purposes of 45-7-202y
relating to the criminal offense of felse swearing."

Section 3. Section 15-~T-17%3, HMLCAe is @amended to r=ad:

R15-7-~103« C(lassification and appraisal -—- general and
uniform methods. {1) It is the duty of the department cf
revenue to implement the provisions of 15-7-191 tnrocugh
15-7-103 by providings

{3} for a general and uniform method of classifying
lands in the state for the purpose of securing an equitable
and uniform basis of assessment of said langs for taxation
purposes;

(b) Ffor a general and uniform method of appraising
city and town lots;

{c) for a general! and wuniform wmethod of appraising
rural and urban improvements;

(d) for a general and wuniform method of appraising
timberlands.

(2) A1l 1ands shall be classified accerding to their

use or uses and graded within each class according to soil
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and productive capacitye In such classification works use
shall be made of soil surveys and meps and all other
vertinant available informations

(3) A1l lancs wmust be classified by 40-acre tracts or
fractional lotse

4y AN agricultural  Yands @ust be classified anu
aporzised as agricultural lands without regard to the best
and highest value use of adjacant or neightorirc Yandse

(5} In any periodic revaluation of taxable property
curpleted under the previsions of 15-T-111 after January 1»
+9¥9 1981+ all oproperty classified in F35-6-3329 15-6-13%
must be aporaised on its market value +n-—-the--same~~-yeari
nnaexgnx__;ng.ﬂgnazImsn;-max.uﬁﬁ_ﬁ_haiﬁ.xgan_fQL_Lexaluatign
that _differs _between the  subclasses _of . residentjals
cedozreiale__apd. _iodustrial _oroperiye Tne department must
publisn 2 rule specifying the year used in the appraisale®

—-End-

HBE 455



